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THE KING. 



SIR, 



When I solicited ttie honour of being permit- 
ted to place under Your Majesty's protectioa the 
following Work, I was not impreaaed with the 
idea, that the excellence of the composition, but 
that the importance of the sabject, might in some 
degree entitle it to that distinction. The History 
of an Event which reflects so much lustre on 
Your Majesty's Arms, could not, I apprehended, 
however feeble the execution, so properly appear 
under any other auspices. 

That Your Majesty may never be less faithfully 
served, nor less successful against the enemies of 
Your Crown and People, is the sincere and fer- 
vent wish of 

YouB Majesty's 

much obliged and most devoted 
Subject and Servant, 

JOHS DaiNKWATEB. 
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PREFACE. 



The following Hutoi7 (as I have presomed to call 
it) is compiled from obBerrationa dul; noted down upon 
the spot ; for mj own Ea&&ction and improTemeot t 
assisted b; the informatioQ and remarks of several re- 
Epectable characters, who atao were eje-witnessea of 
the transactions therein recorded. 

IXaappointed in mj expectations of seeing this eab- 
ject und^aken b; an abler pen, nothing' less than a 
conviction that an accurate detail of this extraordinary 
Siege might be useful, both in a military and historical 
view, could have induced me, at this late period, to 
publish. 

In the prosecution of this design, one principal diffi- 
culty has occurred. The work b addressed to two 
classes of readers : those whose principal object in tha 
perusal of it was entertainment, I apprehended, might 
tind the relation too minute and circumstantial ; and 
that, from the insertion of many particulars, which 
those of the niUtary profession would greatly blame 
an author for presuming to curtail, or omit. 

With the former, it is hoped that the necessary con- 
nexion of some events (which at tirat may appear 
trivial) with the great business of the History, will be 
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some apology i atid I have endesToured to diversity the 
narratiTe, by such anecdotes and observatioiu as will 
occasionaill; relieve or awaken the attention. To the 
latter I sho!! not attempt any apology. The Siege 
of Gibraltar afforded many inatanees of very singular 
exertions in the art of Attack and Deience, the minutise 
of which cannot be without their utility to those offi- 
cers who make a science of their profes^on ; and they 
must be aensible that tiithout pointed exactness this 
de^n conld not have been aocomplkhed. In short, it 
must be remembered, that the History of this Siege is 
not that of a JtfoniA, or of a Year, but that it onbraceB 
a period of near four years, exhibiting as^es of opera- 
tions perhaps Dnparalleled. 

To Major-Vallotton, the Governor's First Aide-de- 
Camp, and Lieut. Holloway, Aide-de-Camp to the 
Chief engineer, I have pariicolar pleasure in this op- 
portunity of retnmii^ thanks for the favour of many 
kind communications ; also to other officers of rank, 
whose names I have not their permission to insert. I 
must also acknowledge having derived condderable 
assistance, in the two introductory Chapters, from the 
History of the Herculean Straits. — Great additions 
have however been introduced ; and I &Her myself 
npon the whole, that those Chapters will not prove an 
unacceptable part of the work, since they will render 
it as complete a General Hiatory of Gibraltar as most 
readers will reqnire. 
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SIEGE OF GIBRALTAR. 



CHAPTER I. 

General History of Gibraltar ainae it wu flnt uotieed. — 
Fortified under the SaraceD empire.— Seduction of the 
fortress bj Ferdinnnd of Cutile.-— BetBkelU!L.the Moors. 

— Finally recovere d by the^ Christians Taken by the 

English Besieged bjrtieg£iiBiHJ>-in 1105; altervai'ds 

in 1727 SucBMskSn'oifGoiernois to the present time. 

GiBKAXTAR is gitiuted is AndalnMa, the most southerti 
province of Spain. The rock is seven miles in droum- 
ference, fbrniing a prMnontor; three miles long ; and 
is jtnned to the continent hj an isthmus of low sand : the 
southern extremity lies in 36° Sr 30" N. lat. and in 5" 
15' W. long, from the meridian of London. 

ICitoriaiis, &om very early periods, hare noticed 
Gibraltar, or Motu Ctitpe, bj a well known mytho- 
logical fiction, denominating it, and Mom Ahyla, on 
the opponte coast of AMoa, the PlUari of Herctdei. 
It does not, however, appear that the hill was ever in- 
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habited b; the FhiemciuiB, Carthag^iuBiu, orBomuis, 
who in the first agea of navigation visited the baj , and 
built cities in its neighbourhood ; or that it ever engage 
ed the attention of thoae intrepid and succeesfbl har- 
barians who bo violently subverted the Roman eminre, 
and eatsbhshed a new government in Spain. The 
poiod when it began to be remarkable for the natural 
strength of its situation, leenu well ascertained to be in 
the bt^nning of the eighth century, when the Sara- 
cens (then become a powerAil nation in the East, and - 
along the coast of AfKca) invaded Spun, and soon 
after made themselves masters of the whole cotmtrj. 

The Gothic kingdom, which had existed in Spain fbr 
SOO years, was, previous ta the invasion of the Sara- 
cens, distracted with intestine divinong : the nati<»i in 
general were become effeminate, totally neglectii^ the 
military disdpline of dieir ancestors ; and thtai monarch 
Roderic, a profligate prince, not a little accelerated their 
ruin,b; ravishingthedai^hler of Coont Juhan, a no- 
bleman of great wealth and influence, and governor 
of Centa, in Airica. Count Julian, to avenge the 
dishonour done to his femily, combined with other dis- 
contented chiefs, who had long compltuned, and wore 
ripe fbr a revolt. The tyrant was however too pow- 
erftil for whatever oppoation thej atone could raise ; 
the Count therefore secretly retired with his bmilT in- 
to Africa, and acquainting Mousa (the Saracen gover- 
nor of the western provinces), with the divided state of 
the empire, promised, if he would attunpt to dethrone 
Eoderic, to asmst him with his ovm interest, and that of 
his fViends- 

Mousa, cantioDS and prodent, commnuioated the pro- 
ject to his sovereign tho Caliph AI Walid Ebn Ahdat- 
malic, who agreed to try the practioabilit; of it ; and, 
to inspect more accurately the state of affairs, sent ova 
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a anull detachmwit. One hundred borse, and four 
hundred foot, were accordii^l; enUurked in the jear 
71 1 , under the command of Tarif Ebn Zarck, ftttend- 
ed by Count JnlUn, and other Gothic noblemen ; thi« 
■mall force soon pauedthe Hercnlean Straits, and land- 
•d on the coast near the present tomi of Al^ezirai, 
where, findioi; no oppositioD, and the countrj abnost 
dafeiceleaB, the Saracen general ravaged the neigh- 
bearing towns, and retnmed laden with spoils, to r»- 
pmt the TOCceM of lus first expedition. 

MoDsa, elated with the Aattering prospect, the fol- 
lowing ;ear assembled an arm; of 13,000 men, and 
Tarif was ^tpointed to the chief command. Hanng 
snpplied himself with pYiTiaions and stores, Tarif once 
more embarked on the r^nd Strait, and landed on the 
isthmna between Mont Odpt and the continent. The 
object of this invasion being of a more serioos nattire 
than that of th« former, he determined to secnre an in- 
teroourse witii Africa, bj estabUsUog a post on the 
coast ; and, preferring the strong natural ritnation of 
Jtfou Calpe^ gave orders to erect a castle on the &ee 
of the hill, which might answer the original purpose, 
and also eover his retreat, in case he should be nnfor- 
tnnate in his fittnre operationi. The superior part of 
diis onoe m^;niSoent pile at present remuns ; and, 
feaia an inscription cUscovered over the principal gate, 
before it was pulled down, the period of its being fi- 
nished is ascertained to be about the year of our Lord 

7aa. 

Tarif, leaving a garrison at the foot of MonM QJjm 
(which was now called by the Saracens, in compliment 
to their general, <7&I- ran/, or the mountain of Tarif, 
and thence Gibraltar) marched into the country, and 
surprised many towns, amongst which was Heraclea, 
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or Cart^ dtiuted on the cooit of the bay, aboat four 
milea distAnt from OibeUTarif. 

King Rodaric, rectiving intelligence of Tsrif s ap- 
^^uch, BSMmbleda nnmerong bod; of troops to oppose 
Ui progress. Both armies met, after several Bkbnugh- 
ea, near Xeres, in Andaluda, and & blood; coofict en- 
■ned. The victory was for a long lime donbtiul ; but 
the Gotluc army brang raw and undisciplined, and part 
disaffected and joimug the Saracens, Tarif at length 
prevailed, and by this victory was left in possession of 
the whole Idngdom. 

The Goths, or ^paniarda as we will now call them, 
were driven by the rapid conquests of the invaders into 
the provinces of Astu^as, Biscay, &c., where, like the 
ancient Britons, they nmntuned a strennous uid re- 
spectable oi^»tioQ. By dE^^ees, they re-assomed 
their former discipline and valomr, while thor conquer- 
ors declined into luxury and effeminaoy : they made se- 
veral excursions from the monntains, recovering, aAer 
many obstinate actions, great part of the northern pro- 
vinces. This success enconraged them to attempt the 
total rejeotioD of the Arabic yoke. Measures were 
concerted among the chiefs, to act with tmion and with 
vigour. The Infidels were attacked and routed in 
Buccessive engagements ; and the Idi^doms of Asturias, 
Galicia, Leon, Navarre, and Castile, erected under 
different monarchs. 

Gibraltar, during these transactions, increased in im. 
poHance, though not inan equal d^ree with the ndg^ 
bouring dty of Algeriras, which had been built pos- 
terior to Gibraltar, on the oj^Mwte shore of the bay, and 
was then become a fortress of great magnificence and 
strength. This celebrated city seems totally to have 
obscured Gibraltar in the histories of those times, since 
very trifling mention is made of the tatter, till the be- 
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giimitig of the fourteenth ceoturj, when we learn, that 
Ferdmand, king of Castile, in the course of his con- 
qnests, lirst took it (with aimall detaohment) from the 
Infidels. 

CHtmthar could not at this period be t«7 str<H^, as 
it fell BO easy a prey to the Christians, whose arm; had 
be^ and at that time was employed in the siege of 
A%eziras. It does not howerer appear that Ferdi- 
nand was eqoallj successftd in his operations agunst 
that dt; ; for we find, in the jear 1316, the Moors of 
Grenada ^iplying to ihe Emperor of Fei for succour : 
and, to fiiciUtate their reception, Algeziras, and other 
cities on the coast, were put into the hands of the Afri- 
cans. We ma; therefore ccmclnde, that Ferdinand 
was obliged to withdraw from before A^dras, and 
that he afterwards directed his force against the Infl- 
dek in a more Ttdnerable part, which indnoed them to 
applj for the asmstance just mentioned. 

CHbraltar continued in the possesion of the Span- 
iards till 1333, when Abomeliqne, eon of the Emperor 
of Fez, was dispatched with fiirther assistance to the 
Moorish king of Grenada, and landing at Algeziras, 
immediatelj laid si^;e to Gibraltar, whilst the Grena- 
dians were making dif eruona elsewhere. Alonzo XI. 
was then on the throne of Castile ; and intelligence 
was immediately sent to inform lum of the descent of 
the Africans. He was, however, prevented from 
nurchmg to the reUef of Gibraltar by a rebellion in 
his kingdom, sad bj the approach of Mahomet, king 
of Grenada, towards his frontiers. Ahomelique com- 
menced his attack on the castle with great jodgment 
and braver;, and the Spanish Governor Vasco Perez 
de Mejra defended it with equal obstinacj ; but Peres 
having embezzled the monej which was advanced to 
victual the garrison, the troops and inhabitants suffered 
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great dutrsM { tnd no ^^iipeet of relief offering, h»~ 
wu compelled, after five month* nege, to furrender. 

Alonco having qaelled the rebeUioD, and obliged 
Uahomet to retire, was then mai'ching to bia aMijtance, 
and TU advanced within a short distaoM of Gibraltar, 
when he vai infiiaTaed of the wpitnlatioti. He wat 
resolved, nevertheless, to attempt its recoverj betbre 
the Moors could victnal and repair it : ho accordingl; 
proceeded on hii route, and encunped before the town 
live day* after it had surrendtred. Alonzo parted hia 
•rmj into three diviaious ; the main bodj occi^ed the 
isthmus, the second he sent b; boats to the red laads, 
and the third climbed up the north of the hill above 
the town. Several serious attacks had been made on 
the castle, when Habomet, Idi^ of Gruuida, joinii^ 
Abomelique'a fwces, their combined armj encamped 
in the rear of the Spaniards, extending across the 
isthmus from the baj to the Bfediterraaean. This po- 
sition hemmed in the beeic^eTs, debarred tbem trma 
Imaging, and out off their communication with the 
country. Alonao, (hoogb dms critically situated, still 
maintuned the nege ; hut at length, driven to great 
difSonltiea for want of provisions, and hearing that some 
of his disaffected subjects, taking advantage of his ab- 
sence, were again in arms, he hearkened to an acconuno- 
dati<xi, and was permitted to retve with his arm;. 

To be thus disgraceAiUy compelled to ruse the riege, 
did not agree with the andiitious and impatient temper 
of Alonio : he secretly meditated a new attack, when, 
ever an opportunit; ^ould occur ; and this intentiop 
was not a little strengthened by his snocesa in the year 
184&-4, when Algeslras was t^en, after a most memo- 
rable siege. In 1349, tJke tumult* and dvil wars ic 
AiHca afforded bim the opportouity he waited forr 
great preparattons were therefore made for this eipe< 
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dition, which wM not Mteemed of inferior consequence 
to the precedtr^ d^eof Algezirss, aa the Moors, since 
the low of that citj, hod paid ^eat attention to the 
compIeti(Hi of the works, and t« the rendering of the 
place connderably stronger, by additional fortifications ; 
the garriaon wa« also numeroua and well provided, and 
of their choicest troops. 

Alonxo encanqied before GibraltAr in the b^inning 
of 1M9, and immediately laid waste the delightful 
groTes, gardens, and houses of pleasure, wluch were 
erected in its ne^boorhood. The siege was commen- 
ced with great braverj ; and thoi^h the camp of the 
Caatilians was much harassed by the fljing squadroni 
<rf Orenadian horse, ;et the casfle, in the coarse of se- 
reral montlis, was almost reduced to a capitahition. 
at this critical period, a pestilential disorder swept away 
nnmbers of the bosiegara, and, among the rest, Alon- 
BO, who died, much bunented, on the 26th of March, 
1350; and thsSpaniardsimmediately afterwardsrajsed 
the uege. 

The descendants of Abomeliqne continued in quiet 
possesdon of Gibraltar till 1410, when Jusaf III. long 
of Grenada, avuHng himself of the intestine divisions 
wluch prevailed amoi^ the African Moors, toolc pos- 
sesion of the place. The inhabitants, however, not 
relishii^ the government of Ibeh' new masters, unani- 
mously revolted the following year gainst the Gren< 
adian alcaide, drove bim with his garrison out of the 
town, and wrote to the Emperor of Morocco, to be 
taken agiun under his protection. The Emperor dis- 
patched his brother Sayd, with 1000 horse and SOOO 
foot, to their assistance. The long of Grenada, b^ng 
informed that Snyd had garrisoned the castle, marched 
with an army, and sending his fleet ronnd to the bay, 
appeared before the place in 1411. Sajd advanced 
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to meet him, but, beii^ wonted in several ddrmiahea, 
wu obliged to retreat within the castle, u)d being 
cIo3elj besieged, and reduced to great dijitrcen fcv want 
of prowioiu, was at last compelled to submit. 

In 1435, Hemy de Guzman Count de Niebla formed 
a des^ of attactdng Gibraltar b; land and sea ; but, 
imprudently flhirminhing witli the garrison, irom his 
gallieg, before his son John do Guzman arrived with 
the land-fbrces, he was defeated, and forced to a preci- 
pitate retreat { in whicb confunon he hinis^ lost his 
life, and man; of his fbllowen wtxe killed and drown- 
ed. 

In 1462, a ciril war brealdiig ont in Grenada, great 
part of the garrison of Gibraltar was withdrawn, to 
assist one of the oompetitors for the crown : the gover- 
nor of Tarifa had intelligence of this hj a Moor, who 
had left the town, and embraced the Christian feith. 
An arm; was accordingl; assembled fVom the neigh- 
bouring garristms, and Gibraltar was beeiE^ed. The 
inhabitants defended it with great resolution ; but fresh 
troops joioingtiie bemegere, the garrison surrendered 
to John de Guzman, Duke de Medina Sidonia, (son of 
the unfortunate Count de Niebla) who, hearing that 
the place was reduced to great distress, hasted to the 
camp, and arrived just in time to b« present when the 
' Moors cajntulated. From this period it has renuuned 
in the hands of the Christians, after having been in the 
possession of the Mahometans 748 ;eBrs. The newa 
of this conquest waa so acceptable to Henr^ IV. of 
Castile and Leon, that he added it to his rojal titles, 
and gave it for arms, Gulti, a castle, proper, with a 
ke; pendent to the gate, or, (alluding to its being the 
ke; to the Mediterranean) ; which anus have ever 
tinee been continued. Pedro de Porras was appointed 
governor ; but the succeeding year King Henr; made 
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a journej to (^bmlliir, and superseded him, giving the 
command to Don Bertrand de U Cnera, Count Leder- 
ma, vho placed the tmat in the hands of Stephano 
Villacreces: the Duke de Medina Sidonia, however, 
aflerirsiv]s recovered, and eiyojed it, till the reign of 
Ferdinand and Isabella in 1502, when it was annexed 
to the crown. 

In the year 1540, Fiali Hamet, one of Barbarossa'a 
captains, surprised and jnllaged Gibraltar, making 
prisoners manj of the principal inhabitants ; bnt bedng 
met on bis retarn b; some galliss from Sicily, the Cor- 
sairs were ail killed or laJien, and the prisoners re- 
deemed. 

In the re^ of Chariea V. the fortificatioiui of the 
town were modernised, and several additions made by 
Daniel Speckel, the Emperor's engineer ; after which 
the garrison was thought to be impregnable. — FVom 
this time there appears a chasm in the history of the 
garrison till the year IT04, when Gibraltar was wrested 
(most probably for ever) from the dominion of Spwn, 
by the English, under Sir George Rooke. This Ad- 
miral had been sent into the Mediterranean, with a 
strong fleet, in the spring of 1704, to assist Charles 
arch-duke of Austria in obtaining the crown of Spun ; 
but, his instnictions bdng limited, notiiing of impor- 
tance was done. Sensible of the reflections that would 
&11 on him, fbr hA^ inactive with so powerful a fleet, 
he held a council of war, on the 17th of July, 1704, 
near Tetuan, where several schemes were proposed, 
particularly a second attack upon Cadiz, wluch, how- 
ever, was fbnnd impracticable fbr want of a sufficient 
body of land-forces. At length it was resolved to 
make a sudden and v^orotis attempt on Gibraltar. 

The 2tBt of the same month, the fleet arrived in the 
Bar ; and 1800 men English and Dutch, commanded 
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bj the Priaee of He«a d'AnnttwlC, were landed on 
the uUumu. Tbe Prince then rominoned the gar* 
risMi i hat the Groremor refiMitg to snrrendBr, pre- 
pkntiona were made for the attack. B; duj-breitk on 
tile 23d, the ships appointed to cannonade the town, 
under AdmiraU Bjng tnd Vanderdiuten, with tliose 
that were destined to batter the New mole, commanded 
b; C^jtain Hicka, were at th^ Bereral stationi. The 
Admiral made the lignal to begin the cannonade, which 
WBA perfia^Md with great viracitj and effect, so that 
the enam;, in five or sis honre, were driven from their 
gviu, eqtedallj from the New-mole head. The Ad- 
miral, considering that bj gainii^ that fortification the 
town might sooner be redoced, ordered C^lMn 
Whitaker, with the armed boats, to posMM himself of 
it ; but C^tajns Hiclcs and Jumper, who lay next the 
tnole, puslied ashore with their jnnnacee, before the 
reet came up ; whereupon the Sponiorda apruni; a 
nune, which blew up the fortiitcations, killed fi lieu- 
tenants and 40 men, and wounded 60. The aasailanti 
Deverthetess kept poeseanon of the worlc, and b«ng 
joned b; C»pttun Whitaker, advanced and took a 
small bastion,* half-waj between the mole and the 
tDWU. The Marquis de Salines, who was governor, 
h^ag again luinmoned, thought proper to capitulate : 
hostages were thereftve exchanged, and the Prince of 
Heese, on the 24th, took possession of the gates. 

Notwithstanding the works were ver; strong, monnt- 
ii^ 100 {Meces of ordnance, well iqipointed mth am. 
munition and stores ; jet the garrison, al most, cod- 
usted onl; of 150 men, exclnsive of the inhabitants. 
The Harquis marched out with all the honours of war, 

* The prefieDt eight-gun battery. 
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uid the Spuiiard? «ho chose to remun were ttlloited 
the Mme priTil^es the; htu) ei^oyed under King 
Chwles II. The losa of tlie English in this attack 
was, 2 lientemints, 1 masler, 57 sulors, killed ; I cap- 
tain, 7 Uentenanta, 1 boatswuix, 207 Milors, wounded. 

Tb« Prince of Heese remuned governor ; and m 
man; men aa coold well be spared from the fleet, were 
left as a gBrriaon. Su- George afterwards sailed for 
Fetnan, to wood and water. This bedng peHbrmed, 
he steered up tile Mediterranean, and on the 13th of 
August, off Malaga, engaged the French fleet, under 
the command of Count de Toulouse. The action was 
long and warm ; but man; of the English ships, having 
expended a great quantity of anununition in taking 
Gibrdtar, were soon obliged to quit the line ; which 
gave the euemj a decided superiority. The engi^- 
ment ended tn a drawn battle ; and Sir Geoi^e re- 
turned to (Mtn-altar, where he stayed eight days to re- 
fit ; and then supplying the Prince with what men and 
providons he could spare, sailed theuoe on the 4th of 
September, N. S. on his way home, learing 18 men of 
war, under the command of Sir John Leake, at Lisbon, 
to be in readiness to succour the gari^n, if there 
should be occasion. 

The Courts of Madrid and Paris were greatly con- 
cerned at the lost of so important a fortress as Gibral- 
tar, and, considMing its recovery of the last conse- 
quence to the ^cause, the Marquis de VilUdarias, a 
grandee of Spun, was ordered to beuge, and endea- 
vour to retake it. The Prince, apprised of their in- 
tentioQB, and being ftirlher informed that they were to 
be assisted by a naval force from Toulon, sent advice 
to Sir John Leake, requesting assistance and supplies. 
Sir John prepared for this duty ; but in the mean time 
a fleet of French ships arrived, and Janded six batta- 
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lions, n'hich joined the Spnnish armj. After di:^iii- 
barking their reinforcements, the French aqn&dron 
proceeded to the westward, leaving onlj six frigates in 
the Bay. 

On the llth of October, the Mu-qiu* opened his 
trenches agunst the town ; and goon after ^Ai John ar- 
rhed with 20 sail of English and Dutch ships : hcarii^, 
however, that the enemj were preparing to attack faim 
with a superior force, he thought it moat eligible imme- 
diately to rettom and refit, that he might be in a better 
condition to supplj and asaistthe garrison, in a second 
expedition, for which he had veij prudentlj Erected 
preparations tobe mode at Lisbon in his nbseoce. The 
2Sth Sir John again put to sea ; and on the 99th unex- 
pectedlj entering the Baj, stn-prised three firigates, 
a fire-ship, two English prizes, a tartan, wid a s(or«< 
ship. He then landed the reinforcaments, and aupjilied 
U)e garrison with ni months provisions and ammuni. 
tion, at the same Ume detaching on shore abodj of 500 
sailors to asnstinr^wiring the breaches which had heeii 
made bj the enemy's fire. The arrival of the Admiral 
was very <^)portune and critical ; for that very xiglit 
the Marquis had resolved to attack the place hy sea anil 
land at five different points ; for which purpose be had 
assembled 200 boaU from Cadiz, &c. 

Thon^ dis^p<Hnted in thw designs, the Spaniards 
still eutertuned hopes of taking the iortrtn ; and sup- 
poMUg the troops would be less on their guard wlule 
the fleet was in the Bay, they formed ttie desperate 
scheme of lurpri^g the garrison, though the British 
Admiral wai before the town. The Slst of October, 
aoo volunteers took the sacrament, never to return till 
they had taken Gibralta:!'. This forlorn party was con- 
ducted by a goBl-berd to the south ude of the rock, 
near the cave-guard (at that time called the pass of lo- 
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ciut trc^). FortDDe, in du begmuiug, m for broured 
the enterprise, ttmt the; mounted the rock, and lodged 
themselves unperc^ved the first n^ht in St. Michael'a 
c&ve ; the succeeding night thej scaled ChHrles the 
Vth's wall ; surprised and put to death the guard at 
Middle-hill, where siterwards, bj ropes and ladders, 
the; got Dp several hundreds of the par^ who had been 
ordered to anstain them) but being discovered, a strong 
detachment of grenadiers inarched up imtoediatel; <¥om 
the town, and attacked them with such a^Hrit, that 160 
of them were killed, or driven over the precipice, and 
a colonel and 30 officers, with the reminder, tak^i 
prisoners. These hrave, but unfortunate adventurers, 
were to have been supported by a body of Freuoh troops, 
and some f^ts were to have been made below to en- 
gage the attention of the garrison ; but the commands 
ing officers disagreeiiig, they were leA to their fortune. 
Sir John Leake, was not idle whilst he remained in 
the Bay, but was continually alarming the enemy on 
their coasts. The 22d of November he had informa- 
tion, by one of his cruisers, that a strong squadron was 
fittii^ out at Cadiz, which would be soon ready for sea, 
and rec^vii^ further intelligence, that a convoy, fitted 
out from Lisbon for the rebef of GibrallAr, was on 
their way, he prepared to join them off Lagos, in order 
to protect them past Cadiz ; but was confined within 
the Straits by a westerly wind. The Prince, in the 
mean time, redoubled his exertions to prevent the ene- 
my's designs, who flattered themselves, that on the ar- 
rival of their fleet from Cadiz, Sir John would be ob- 
liged to retire, and the garrison surrender to their unit- 
ed attacks. Their fire was continued with additional 
vivacity, many cannon in the place were dismomited, 
and the works were materisily injured in different 
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AfhJrB were in this nttutioii,wlMD part of the long. 
wished for euccours arrived on the 7th of September ; 
and two dajs following, the remunder came in widi 
sear 2000 men, wiUi proportionable ammunition and 
proriwHU. They ituled from Lisbon mider convoy of 
four frigatea, and thought themselves safe on discover- 
ii^, off Cape Spartel, a fleet of men of war, under Eng- 
U^ and Dutch colonrs: expecting to meet Sir Jolm 
with the oomlnned fleet, at the entrance of the Straits, 
they eudeAvoured to join them, but fortonatel; were 
becalmed : they then hoisted out thor boats to tow the 
ships, when perceiving the men of war extend them- 
selvea in form of a half moon, in M-der to surroand 
them, they began to suspect some dec^tioQ, and ae- 
oordii^Iy made a private dgnsl, whioh totally frustrated 
the enemy's xaeasures, who were thereby discovered, 
and, itrildng thdr false colours, endeavoured to fUt 
npDD the transports ; but these latter, being lifter 
vessels, esci^yed by their osra, and, night coming on, 
steered for the Bay, with the loss only of two trans- 
ports. It was now thought no longer necessary to de. 
twn the fleet in the Bay, or on the coast ; especially 
when Mimdeur Pointis wad so near, with a superiiv 
foroa. Sir John accor^ngly arrived at Lisbon the lat- 
ter end of the year. 

The Spanish General being reinforced with a consi- 
derable body of infantry, on the 11th of January 1706, 
made an attack with 60 grenadiers on the works at the 
eiitremity of the King's lines ; but two officers and se- 
veral others bang lolled, the rest retreated. ^ This re- 
pulse did not, however, disoonrage him ; for early the 
suctweding day, the attack was renewed by 5 or 600 
grenadiers, French and Waloona, supported by 1000 
^lamards, under Lieut. Gen. Tuy. Their disposition 
was to storm a breach which bad been made in the 
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Round toynr, at the «ztremit; of the King's lines, and 
another in the intrenchment on the hill. The re- 
trenchment which covered the Utter breach, with part 
of the intrenchment joining the precipice of theroeli, 
was defended at n^ht bj a captMD, three Bubaltema, 
and 90 men ; bat it was cnitomarj for Uie oaptain to 
withdraw, with two mibaltems and 60 men, at daj- 
break. The Bound tower was defended b; ISO men, 
conmuuided by a lieutenant-colonel. The Marquis, by 
deBerttfs from the gttrriMii, had obtuued intelligence 
of the itrengtb of these posts, and concerted his attack 
accordingly. The detachment for the npper breach 
monnt«d the rock at dead of night, and concealed them- 
selves in the defta till the obtain had withdrawn. 
They then advanced to the ptnnt of the istrenchment, 
and throwing grenades on the snbalteni and his part]', 
ofaBged them to retreat. At the same time 300 men 
stormed the Roundtower, where Lieut, Col. Sarrmade 
a Tigrarous defence, thoogb the enemy, having passed the 
brMch above, annoyed him on the flank with great 
■t<Hiei and grenades : observing, however, the Span- 
iards machiiig down to cut off his retreat from the town, 
heretired, and bjgettingover the parapet of the King's 
lines, descended into the covert way, where the English 
guards wbwe posted. By this time the garrison was 
alarmed ; all the re^ments assembled at thmr proper 
poets ; and C^)tuu Fisher endeavoured to stop the 
pn^fress of the enemy with 17 men, but was repulsed, 
and himself taken prisoner. Lieut. Col. Moncal, at 
Iwt, witJi i or 500 men, chai^d them with such bra- 
very, that they were repulsed, and the tower was retaken 
after it had been in their possesion upwards of an hour. 
Soon ttter this attack, six comptuiies of Dutch troops, 
and 200 English soldiers, were received by the garrison, 
with provisions and stares. 
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The Spaniards and French were etill obstiiuitel; bent 
on the recovery of Gibraltar. The Marquis de Villa- 
dariaa waf superseded hy the Marslml Tess^, a French 
general ; and Monsieur Pointie was directed to co-ope- 
rate with the Marslial, in blocldng up thp port with his 
fleet. The Marshal joined the army with fbor- fresh 
battalions, besides eight companies which had been etfnt 
before. The ordnance, which iirom constiuif use had 
been greatly injured, were totally eichaiiged ; and the 
works, as the; then stood, were put in the best repur. 

The English Ministry had been informed of the ene- 
my's new arrangements ; and, sensible of the import- 
ance of Gibraltar, ordered a rdnforceraent, under Sir 
Thomas Dilkes and Sir John Hardy, to join Admiral 
Sir John Leake, at Lisbon. The junction beii^ effect- 
ed, and his own fleet relitted. Sir John, on the 6th of 
March, suled with 28 English, 4 Dutch, and 8 Pca-tn- 
gnese men of war, having on board two battalions. 
Happily ibr the besieged, die incessant rains about this 
period had retarded the MaTshal's operations, and 
greatly distressed Monsieur Pouitis, eight of whose 
ships were forced from th^ anchors by the stroi^ 
westerly wind, and obUged, on the 9th to drive aloft. 
Thus were they situated when the British Admiral en- 
tered the Struts, and about half-past five, on the moro- 
ing of the lOth, Iras almost abreast of Cabrita Point. 
The few remaining ships of the French fleet on hia ap- 
proach put to sea ; and Sir John, discoverii^ five stul 
making out of the Bay, and a gun fired at them from 
the garrison, concluded that the town was safe, and im- 
mediately gave chace. Three French ships of the line 
were taken, and the Admiral's ship, and anotiier, ran 
ashore, and burnt. Sir John afterwards looked into 
Malaga, where the ships that had been driven from the 
harbour had taken shelter; but, hearii^ the report of 
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the guna, thej had made the best of th^ way to Tou- 
bn. Sir John, Imding the purauit of them in teud, re- 
tamed (o Gibrftllar, which wu now so well supplied, 
that Marshal TeuS withdrew his troops from the 
trenches, and formed a blockade ; drawing an intrench- 
ment across the isthmus, to prevent the garrison from 
rava^g the country. 

In the conrse of this siege, the enemj did not lose 
fewer than 10,000 men, inclndii^ those who died of 
sickness, &c. The garrison lost about 400. 

The Prince of Hesse remained in the place while the 
batteries were repaired : he made also some additions 
to the fortifieationa, and left the garrison much stroi^er 
than it ytaa before the siege. The Prince then joined 
the Arch-duke Charles at Lisbon, where the combined 
fleet of Ei^land and Holland were assembled, to sup- 
port that Prince in obtuning the crown of Spain. 

As the Arcb^dtike was resolved to try his fortune 
wHh the Earl of Peterboroogfa, in Valenda and Cata- 
lonia, the Prince of Hesse was sent back to Gibraltar, 
to pr^Mrepart of die garrison to embark, and soon af- 
ter was followed by the fleet ; upon whose arrival, the 
Arch-duke was received by the garrison as lawful sove- 
rdgn of Spun. Having taken <m board the English 
guards, and three old raiments, leaving only two new 
battalions in the town (as there was no danger to be ^- 
prehended from the enemy), the; proceeded, on the 2th 
of August, for Valenda. His M^esty then appointed 
Major-Geueral Ramos, who had been present during 
the siege, governor of Gibraltar; and sent with him 
about 400 men for its greater security. General Ra- 
mos afterwards resigned his government, and was suc- 
ceeded by Colonel Roger EUiot ; daring whose govern- 
ment, Gibraltar was made a ii-ea port, by a special or- 
der firom her Majesty, Queen Anne> 
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The following wu the Goveriwr's manifeBto on the 



" B; the Hod. Koger Elliot, Cobnet of one of her 
Mtyeetj's regiments of foot, tud Governor of the city 
«nd gttnisoa of Gibraltar. 

" Whereas Her Miyest; of Great Britsin, Sec. hath 
been gnwuon^l; pleased, b; Her warrant to me, dated 
19th Febraarf laat, to coiuBrm her former declarations 
for the freedom of tMs port, and to r^^te and com- 
mand m«, not to permit any duty or impoflition what- 
Mever to be lud or recuved for any ship or vessel, or 
for any goods, wares, merchandise, or proviuona, im- 
ported or exported out of this port ; but tiiat the same 
be free and open for all ships and vessels, goods, wares, 
merchandise, and provi^ons : These are to make 
known and publish Her said Mqesty's Royal will and 
pleaanre ; and all persons concerned are hereby strictly 
required to take notice thereof, not presuming to de- 
m^id or rec«dve any duty or impo^tion wliatsoever for 
any ship or vessel, or for any goods, wares, m^chan- 
dise, or provisions, aa they will answer the contrary at 
thdr peril. 

" Given at Gibraltar, April 1706," 

Colonel Congreve was commandant befbre ITU- 
He was succeeded by Colonel Cottrai. In 1720 GSb- 
raltar seems to have been threatened by the Spaniards. 
Ceuta, a Spanish fortress in Barbary, bad then been 
beu^ed many years by the Moors ; and a formidable 
force, commanded 1^ the Marquis de Leda, was assem- 
bled m Gibraltar Bay, under pretence of reheving it, 
but with a secret intention of first surprisu^ Gibraltar ; 
for which purpose they had procnred scalii^-ladders, 
be. &c. This armament was not fitted out so secretly, 
bnt the British MiiiistFy had timely notice, and, sus- 
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pecting Mime flnetse, dispttched ordera to Colooel 
Kane, goTeroor of l£norc«s immediatet; to embark a 
part of hu garrison, and repair to Gibrattar, under coo- 
Toy of the fleet in the Mediterranean. On hit arrival 
he fonnd Gibraltar in a very critical utnation ; the 
garriaon consinting only of three weak battalioot, com- 
nanded bj Major Hetherington, who, except M^or 
Batteronx, was the onlj field-offlcer in the place. 
Hanj i^cera were absoit, onl; fourteen da^' provi- 
dona in the atoree, and manj Spaniards in the town, 
with a fleet befbre its walls. Such was the feeble pos- 
ture of affurs when he opportune^ arrived with 500 
men, proviaioiu, and ammunition. The British Com- 
modore acted afterwards in bo spirited a mann^, that 
the Marquis de Leda was obliged to aail for Ceuta, 
though he continued of opinion that the garrison might 
have been taken bj a general asaault. 

This scheme proving abortive, Gibraltar remuned 
unmolested tiU the latter end of the year 1726, when 
the Spaniards, who had kept a watchful eje on the 
garrison, assembled an armj in the neighbourhood of 
Algearas. The 20th of Joooar j following, thej en- 
camped on the pUn below St. Koque, and bt^^ao to 
erect a batt^^ on the beaoh to protect their camp. 
Adnural Hopson was then at anchor in the Baj, with a 
very formidable fleet ; but, as he had not received an; 
intelligence of bostihtie)i having commenced between 
the Courts of Great Brit^ and Madrid, he was with 
reluctance compelled to overlook the transporting of 
proviskms, arUller;, and ammunition, &om Algedrai, 
(where the; had formed thdr d^pSts), to the camp. 
Brigadier Kane, who had been a second time ordered 
from lAint^ca to Gibraltar, laj also under nmilar em- 
barrassments with the Admiral. The operations of 
llie enem;, however, tending towards a cUrect attack 
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upon the garrison, he thoi^ht it prudent to order the 
SpaniardB out of the town, and forbid their gallieB an- 
choring under his gnns. 

It must b« understood that Gibraltar had undergone 
oonsiderttble alterations since tiiesie^of 1T05 : several 
worta had been erected on the heights above the lines, 
which were distingoished by the name of Willis's bat- 
taries ; the Prince's lines were also extended to the eir- 
tremitjof therock ; and an inundation was formed out 
of the morass that was in front of the grand battery. 

The Count de Las Torres conunanded the Spanish 
forces, amountii^ to nearly 20,000 men ; and sopn af- 
ter his camp was formed, he advanced within regoh of 
the garrison. The Brigadier thereupon dispatched 
a parley, to dedre " That he would withdraw from the 
range of his guns, otherwise he should do his utmost 
to force him." The Count answered, " That, as 
the garrison could command no more than they had 
power to maintajn, he should obey his CathoUc Ma- 
jesty's orders, and encroach as fcraa he was able." 
Notwithstanding this insult, the Brigadier waved com- 
mencing hostilities, till the Spaniards, by their proceed- 
ii^e, should obl^e him, in defence of his command. 

In the beginning of February, Brigadier Clayton, 
the lieutenant-governor, arrived with reinforcements, 
on board Sir Charles Wager's fleet ; and a council of 
war was immediately summoned, but the result was a 
determination not to fire upon the Spaniards. The 
10th of February, the enemy brought materials for 
batteries, to the old wind-mill, on the neutral ground ; 
upon which the lieutenant-governor agdn collected the 
sense of the Admirals and Field-officers ; when, in the 
second coundl it was unanimously s^eed, that the 
Spanish General had made open war, in encroaching 
so far on the liberties of the garrlBon. This being 
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their opinion. Brigadier CUjton lent a parle; to the 
Connt, to know the reason of his bre^ng ground ; to 
which the Connt replied, that " he was on Ms master's 
" ground, and was not answerable to any other person 
" £» his condoct." As this suswer directly indicated 
the bostileiiit«mtions of the Spaniards, the Lieutenant- 
gOTernor, in the erening, withdrew the ont-guard, and 
the sncceeding daj, in the afternoon, opened the Old 
mole and Willis's batteries on their workmen. The; 
persisted, nevertheless, in conTiag on the work ; and 
St ught a large part; marched down to the Devil's 
tower, where they immediately broke ground, and be- 
gun a ^communication with their other work. This 
party were greatly annoyed in marching to their post, 
but were soon under cover of therocli, where the guns 
could not he depressed to bear vfoa them. 

Numbers of the enemy deserted to the garrison, by 
whom, on the seventeenth, the Lieutenaat-govemor 
was informed that they were constructing a mine, in a 
Gave under Wiliis's, with an intention, if pos^ble, to 
blow up that battery. The engineers, on this intelli- 
gence, reconnoitred the cave ; which, after some diffi- 
culty, they discovered, with a sentry at the entrance ; 
and a party was immediately stationed to annoy the 
eomraunioation with musquetry. On the morning of 
the 33d, the Count opened on the garrison, with 17 
[uecesof cannon, besides mortars. The day following, 
Brigadier Kane left the garrison, to detach a reinforce- 
ment from Minorca. In the mean time Sir Charles 
Wager and Admiral Hopson, with the fleet under their 
command, were constantly distressii^ the enemy, by 
interceplii^ thdr homeward-bound ships ; and the 
prizes which were brought into the bay, greatly bene- 
Rtted the besi^ed. The 3d of March, the enemy 
opened a new battery of 22 guns on the Old mole and 
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town ; and on the 8th, another of 15 guns, besrii^aUo 
upon the Old mole, which, it Beemi, proved a, trouble- 
some batt»7 to the western flank of their approachai. 

The Lieutenant-goTemor continued a constant and 
well-directed fire from all the batteries that bore upon 
dirar works; but the ordnance in general, being old, 
were bursting daily on the batteries ; bj which acd- 
dents the garrison eiperienced more castiaJties tiian 
from all the fire of the enemy. The 27th, Col. Mid- 
dlcton's r^ment amved, also six companies and a 
half of Col. Hay's, with two engioeera, it capt^ of 
artillery, and aevei^ bombardiers, gunners, and ma- 
trossea ; with 1 40 recruits for the other re^menta. 

The Admirals, the 2d of April, formed the design 
of bombarding Algeziros, whence tbe enemy were con- 
stantly supplied with various articles of ammunition ; 
bat the ships, after getting under way, were becalmed, 
and obl^ed to come to anchor ; after which the navy 
never gave themselves any fiirther concern about an- 
noying them in that qnarter. On the 10th, Colonel 
Cosby arrived in the Solebay, with 300 men, from 
Minorca, and two days fallowing, the Admirals sailed 
to the westward, leaving Commodore Davies behind, 
with six men of war and tbe sloops. Sir Charles did 
not return during the siege. The 16th, the Liente' 
naat^ovemor ordered two Serjeants, with ten men each, 
to advance from the spur-gnard, undtf the roek, and 
along the causeway, and alarm the enemy in tbe tren- 
ches ; giving Ihem directions to retire when they fonnd 
their guards sufficiently alarmed, when he intended to 
salute them with grape, &c. from WilUs's, and the 
lines. These orders were executed, and the enemy 
instantiy beat to arms ; but th« bombwdier qtpcnnted 
to ^ve the signal to the batteries, firing too soon, the 
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enem; uw through the des^o, and retired witboatanjr 
conddersble losa. 

Lord Portmore, the goTerncr, urived, the Slit, 
with B b&ttahon of Giurds, sod another of the Une ; 
also Colonel Watson, of the artillerj, with tererftl 
Noblemen as rolunteers. The 26tb, the Count opened 
a new battery, against Willis's, and the Kttremity of 
Prioee's lines. Thsir battmea now monnted 60 can- 
non, besides mortari. In the beginning of Ma;, the 
garrison had intelligence that the enemji deaigned on 
assault : pracantions wern accordingly taken, and the 
guns on the lower defences loaded with grq»e. The 
Spaniards added still to their a{)proache«, and rused 
rarioita communications to and jrom th^ advanced 
batteries. Towards the 16th and 20th, their firing 
abated ; bat their engineers proceeded in advancing 
that trenches. On flio 31st, a vessel arrired with 37ft 
barrels of powder ftom Usbon. June the 3d, the 
Solebay came in, with a tHtrther supply of 980 barrels 
of powder, and 500 thirteen-inch shells, from Mahon. 
The firii^ continned till the I2th, when, about ten at 
night, Colonel fltzgerald, of the Irish brigade, beat a 
parley, and, beii^ admitted into the garrison, delivered 
letters to Lord Portmore, from the Dutch M[nister at 
the Court of Madrid, with a copy of the preliminaries 
of a general peace; whereupon a suspension of arm) 
took place, and all hostilities ceased on both sides. 

The garrison lost, in the whole about 30O lulled and 
wounded ; and 70 cannon, with 30 mortars, burst dur- 
ing the riege. The enemy's casuals could never be 
ascertained. In Ulled, woimded, &o. it was computed 
they lost near 3000 men. 

When Lord Portmor^ and the Count ^^eed tA a 
cessation, the Spaaiards of oouTse were compelled to 
forsake the mine under Willis's : thdr parties, how- 
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war, tatking poisesdon of it a second time, his LotcI- 
ibip considered it m a bretch ot the articles of cesaa. 
tion, and represented it accordingly. The Count atter- 
wards withdrew : the works were dismantled and 
lerelled, and the troops retreated to their different can- 
tonments. 

The Spaniards daring this ^ege never made the 
least attempt to cnt off the commnnicatioD by sea ; so 
that the garrison was r^ularl; supplied with provi - 
sions and foscines from Barbsry, and bad a regaiax 
correqiondence with England. 

In 1726, the Parliament of Great Britidn addressed 
his Majes^ Kiqg George 11. to take effectual care, in 
the treat; then pending, to pretene his undonbted 
right to Gibraltar, and the island of Minorca. Orer- 
tnres had been made by his Majesty Geoi^ I. to re- 
store the former to Spain, if the Parliament would 
have consented to soch restitntion ; bnt the Minister 
finding an cvppodtion, declined the business. In 1730, 
Lieut. Gen. Sabine was governor of Gibraltar. The 
Spaniards during his government erected the forts and 
fines across the isthmus, about a mile from the garrison, 
which effectually prevent any conununication with the 
Gomtry, and, as we have esperieneed, are of conuder- 
able advantage in case of a siege. The western fort, 
called St. Philip's, ^itirely commands the best anchor- 
age on the lude of the Bay next the garrison. Lieut.- 
Gen. Columbine succeeded General Sabine, and he 
was succeeded by Lieut. Gen. Hargrave. 

General Bland was iqipointed governor in 1749, at 
which time a genera] relief of troops took place. The 
establishment at that period was, foor battalions of in- 
fiiutry, and a company of artillery. Lord Geoi^ 
Beanderk, and the Hon. General Herbert, were 
sevra-ally commandants in the absence of General 
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Bknd ; and in 1753 Lieut. Gen. Fowkes was deputed 
goTemor. Lord Tyrawley encceeded him, in whose 
ihieace the Eirl of Puimnre was commandant. Earl 
Homa wa« aftenrardB ^vemoF, and died there in 
1761. I>aring the government of thia nobleman, 
aboat the year 1760, an inddent occored, which, as it 
alarmed the garrison very much at that time, is deserv- 
ing of notice. Two British regiments had been a very 
condderable time on tliat station, and, from the con- 
tjonance of the war, saw Uttle prospect of being re- 
lieved. Amongst these a conspiracy was formed, by 
some disoil^cted persons, to snrprise, plunder, and 
massacre the officers, and in short all whom they 
judged to be averse to their designs. AAer securing 
the money which was intended for the payment of the 
troops, they meant to purchase for themselves a secure 
retreat, by Btirrendering this so mnch wished-for for- 
tress into the hands of Spain. The numbers who 
joined the compirat«rB where not fewer than 730. An 
accidental quarrel, in a wine-house, defeated this dan. 
g^vuH project, and produced a discovery. Reed, a 
private in the seventh rtgiment, was executed on thd 
grand parade, as the ringleader ; and ten others wer«' 
condemned. After the death of Lord Home, CoIontH 
Tovey and M^or-generalParflowwere each command 
ants, till the Hon. Lieutenant-general Cornwallis waa 
appointed governor. During this General's absenca 
from the garrison. Colonel Irwin was commandant ; 
and on General ComwaUis leaving Gibraltar a second 
time, H^cO'-general Boyd, lieutenant-governor, com- 
manded. In this General's government, the garrison 
WM ooiuiderattly strengthened vrith three new bastions 
on the sea-line, and additional improvements at the 
eonthward. 

In 177«, the Right Hon, General George August-is 
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Eliott was appointed Governor of that important for. 
tress, and Joined bis comnmnd in 1777. 

tn 1767, General Elliot, who had been honoured in 
1783 with the Order of the Bath for his glorious de- 
fence of Gibraltar, returned to Ei^land ; and Major. 
^neral O'Hara was appointed commaudaut during his 
absence. 



CHAPTER II. 



Descrip^on of Che Rock, with the fortificitians and town 
of Gibraltar.— Remains of Moorish architecture Na- 
tural CurEositios Climate Vegetation Fish ; and 

whence supplied with Cattle, ^c.^MiliCary EEtabhshment. 

— Description of the Bay Aigerims aome accounts 

of the Ancient city of Caneia St. Eoque. — Conciusiye 

remarks. 

Ah the History whichis to be the subject of the follow. 
ing pages, will be more in detail than the preceding 
norratiTs, it maj on some accounts be necessary, and 
cannot on any, I Aatter myself be disagreeable, to pre- 
sent the reader with a short description of t^is cele- 
brated Rock, and the ibrtificationa which hare been 
erected for its detfeace. 

The Promontory, or rock, at the foot of which stands 
the town, is upwards of 1300 feet in height i projecting 
into the sea seTeral miles from (he continent, to which 
it is connected by an isthmus of low sand. This ap- 
pearance makes it not improbable that Moiu Calpe has, 
in former i^es, been totally siUTounded by tiie sea. 
The north tront of the peninsuja, which presents itself 
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to the main land, u of varioiu heights. The breadth 
of the Uthmos, at the foot of the rock, is about 900 
jarAa ; but it grows considerably wider towards the 
country. Across this isfhmus, (which, with Gibraltar 
and the opposite coast, forms the bay) the Spaaiards 
have drawn a fortified line at about a mile's distance 
from the garrison, extending 1700 yards, and embrac. 
ii^ both diores ; a fort of masonry is erected at each 
extremity, mounting 23 or 24 gnns each ; they are of 
different forms, and are called St. Philip and St, Bar- 
bara. The former of these forts commands the beat 
and the asnal anchoring-place of our shipping and smalt 
craft, and, b; forming a cross-fire with fort St. Barbara 
on the neutral ground, prevents all commuiucation be- 
tween the garrison and the country. 

The Rock, as I have mentioned before, is upwards 
of 1300 feet perpendicular above the level of the sea ; 
and is separated by a ridge Irom north to south, divid- 
ii^ it into two unequal parts. The western Aront or 
division is a gradual slope, interspersed with precipices ; 
but the opposite side, looMng to the Mediterranean, 
and the north front, fitcing the Spanish lines, are both 
naturally very steep, and totally inaccessible. It is this 
peculiar (nrcomstance which forms the chief strength 
of Gibraltar. 

The town is built at the foot of the north-nest iace 
of the hill, and is fortified in ui hrregular manner. 
The commonication with it from the bthmus, is by a 
long narrow causeway (serving as a dam to an inun- 
dation), which is defended by a curtain, with two bas- 
tions, mounting 26 pieces of cannon, a dry ditch, co- 
vered way, and glacis well mined. These, with the 
causeway, are warmly flanked by the King's, Queen's, 
and Prince's lines ; worlts cut in the rock with im- 
mense labonr, and scarped to be ^most iuaccesuble. 
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Above the linei Mre the batteries at WilUa'a, and others 
Bt different heij^la, until the; crown the innunit of 
Ae rock, where MTerBl batteries are erected for can. 
HOD and mortart. These batteries, the lowest of which 
ii upwards of MO feet above &e neutral ground, 
moont between AO and 60 [necee of heavy ordnance, 
and entirely command the isthmus below. Ezoluuve 
of what are here mentioned, additional works of a un- 
gular nature were prqected in 1782, which, with others 
in the lines, on a timilar plan, that are (178Q) exe- 
cuting und^ the direction of M^or-general (VHar*, 
will rendw (^raltar (almost) imiir^Tiable in that 
quarter. The Old mole, to the weit of the Grand bat- 
tery, forms also a very formidable flault, and, with tba 
lines, a cross-fire on the causeway and neutral ground. 
This battery has been found so graat an annoyance to 
the beo^feri, that, by way of distinction, it has long 
been known under the ^>pellatioo of the Devil's tongue. 
Indeed, the ordnance in the lines, upon the Grand bat- 
tury, and the Old mole, all t^^ether, exhibit so fbrmi- 
dable an ^pearonce to a spectator on the causeway, 
that the entrance into the garrison is called by the 
Spaniards, tbe McnUk of Fire. 

From the Grand battery, along the sea-line, looking 
towards the Bay, the town is defended by the North, 
MtHitague's,* Prinoe of Orange's, King's, and Soutii 
bastions ; the line-wall or curtwns between wluch, 
mount many cannon and mra'tarB. Montague's, Prince 
of Orai^'s, and King's bastions, have been erected 

' Tbeu baalion* and the connertiiig cnrtaiiu were so 
much injured in the but uege, that it wu Ibou^it oeeesiarj 
(o itrcngthsn thia part of the town, bj an extensive line of 
new irorkfl, projecting some diAtauce into the kca, the Ibun- 
dUioiu of iriiich were laid in 1788. Some ui^tiont an 
aUo in conteroplaiioii for the Onnd batteiy and Idnd-port. 
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lately. The lattsr is a, Terj complete piaoe of fortifico. 
tion, commandite the Ba; from New to Old mola 
heads, and mthmtiie twelve thirty-two poonders, and 
four ten-inch howitzera in fi-ont, ten gons and howitzers 
on ita Sanks, and has casements far 800 men, with 
kitchens and ovens for cooking. Montague's is much 
smaller, mounts onlj 1 2 pieces of cannon, but has n 
casemate for 200 men, comiounioaling with the Old 
mole. In 1782 the engineers began a cavalier uptHi 
this bastJon for two guns ; but it was not finished till 
after the grand attack in September. Another work 
of this nature was likewise erected in the bepnning of 
die blockade for five guns, on the north bastion of tbo 
Grand batterj. The town on the sea-Une is not less 
protected by natural defences, than by fortifications. 
A shoal of sharp rocks extends along the front for into 
the Bay, SJid prevents ships of large burthen from ap- 
prosching very near the walla. 

From the South bastion (which is considersbly high- 
er than the rest of the works, in order to protect the 
town from the eminences on the red sands) a curtain ex- 
tends up the face of the hill, and concludes, at an inac- 
cessible precipice, the works of the town. In this cur- 
tain is the South- Port gate, before which, and the south 
bastion, is a dry ditch, with a covered way and glaois. 
At the east end, on the declivity of the hill, above the 
gate, is a lar^ fiat bastion, connected with the curtain, 
and mounting 1 3 guns, bearii^ on the bay, &c. This 
work is covered by a demy-bastion that joins the preci- 
pice. Above the prerapice, an old Moorish wall is con- 
tinued to the ridga of the rock ; in the front of which 
a curt^n with loop-holes and redans (built in the reign 
of the Emperor CJiarles V., and called oiler bis name) 
extends to the top, effectually cutting off all communi- 
cation in that quarter. Between the Moorish and 
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CSurlM tba Vth's walla, if Iha agnal-hoiue ; whance, 
tm ft Mrrae and dear daj, the guard have alnuMt an 
unbonnded view of tba Hediterraiiean, and can just ob- 
urT« a part of the Atlantic ocean ov^ the Spanish 
mouutaiiu. Kgnal* fbrmerly were made at this post, 
<ui the appearance of top-siul vesseli from east and 
west ; but aoon afW the commencemeiit of the late 
war, we diacovered that the Spanish crniMTS were mcve 
frequently informed of &e approach ofovr friends b; 
our signals, than b; their own. The signals were 
therefore discontinned. 

The above comprehends a general description of the 
fortificationa of the town, avoiding too minute a detail 
of each work. I shall dwrefore proceed in describing, 
in the same gencrsl manner, the works to the south- 

. From t^ South basUon a line-wall is continued 
along the beach to the New mole, where an irr^ular 
fort ii erected, mounting 26 gims. This line-wall is 
dirided b; a snail bastion of ^bt guns; and in its resf 
is a retired work, called the Princess of Wales's lines t 
in which are several strong batteries for the sea. Near 
the South bastion, though without the town, is a wharf 
called Ba^^^ Staff, where the supplies for tbe garrison 
are nsoallj landed, being convenient from its vicinit; to 
tbe victu^Iing-ofBce and stores. The communication 
to this quay, is by sjnral wooden stws, and a draw- 
bridge c^iening into the covert-waj ; in front of which 
IS a small work of masonrj, mounting two guns. At 
the foot of the stairs is the bason, where slipping 
take in water. Two tanks are also appropriated to tins 
piCTpose, near the eight-gun bastion. 

In the New mole there is depth of water sufficient for 
a ship, of the line to lie along-side the wharf, and heave 
down... At the mole-head is a circular batterj for he»- 
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t; nietiJ, joined to tbe New-mols fi>rt b; a Btroi^ ir«ll, 
frus«d ; baTiBg a buiquet for maiqaetr;, with two em- 
bramraa opening towards the Bay. Thii mole, with 
the Old mole at Waterport, were biult for the aoeommo- 
dation of trading-vesBela ; the former however it ffeae- 
rallj oecnpied hy men of war ; and the latter, not haV' 
ing more than aii feet at low water, onl; admita amalt 
Waft to the wharfb ; merchantmen of large burthen are 
obliged therefbre to anchor about half or three quarter* 
of a mita irom Waterport, in seven or dght fathoma. 
Bnt in time of war this anchorage ia commanded b; the 
SpaniA forte : they are cotueqnently, in caw of a r<^ 
tore with Spun, nnder the necessity of removing to the 
BODthward of the New mole, where the groond ii so 
rocky and foul, that they are oflen in imminent dai^er 
daring the strong southerly wind*. From the New- 
mole Ibrt, to the nortl) end of Roua Bay, the rock is 
difficult of acceas ; neverthelees a part^iet is continn«d, 
and batteries are erected, as Ntnations dictate. The 
works at Rosia are strong, and act as flanks to each 
other. They are close along the beach, which is low, 
and have a retired battery of eight guns in the rear. 

The Rock contiimes to ascend from the south p<nnt 
of Bosia Bay, by Parson's Lodge (behind which, upon 
an eminence, is a new battery, on barbet, on traversing 
carriages), to Canp-gnard, and Buena Vista ; so called 
from the beautiful prospect of the Bay and neighbour- 
ing Idi^doms of Barbary and Spain, which is there pre- 
sented to a spectator. A line-wall is rused, notwith- 
standing the rock being inaocessible, with cannon at dif- 
ferent distanoe». At Buena Vista there are several 
guns e» barM, which have great command { and the 
hill towards Europa is slightly fortified, wluch gives it 
the appearance, at a ^stance, of an old castle repured. 
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The rock then descends by the Devil's Bowling-green, 
BO named IVom theinrcgtilaHly of its Enr&ce, to Uttle 
Bay. At this post, which is totally Bnmnmded with 
precipices, there ia a barbet battery, fianlting the works 
to the New mole ; thence the rook condnoes natoraJly 
stet^ for a ctmaderoble distance, when the line-wall 
and batteries recommence, and extend in an irr^nlar 
manner to Enropa Point, the southern extremity of the 
garrison, thoi^fa not the sonthem point of Europe. 
The rock from this point it regularly perpendicular to 
Enropa advance, where a few batteries, and a post at 
tiie Cave-goard, terminate the works. The fbrtifica- 
tiona along the sea-line at Europa do not however con- 
stitate the principal strength of that part of the garri- 
son. The retired and inaccessible lines of Windmill- 
lull have great conunand, and beii^ situated within mus- 
ket-shot of the ses, are very formidable, Uld of great 
consequence in that quarter. 

The preceding description, it is hoped, will be suffi- 
dently eiplanat«rj to point out the improvements that 
have been made within these few years. The new baa- 
tiuns on the sea-line were planned and eiectlted, by 
and under the direction of the present Chief Ei^neer, 
Migor -general Sir William Green, Bart. Lieut. Gen. 
Sir Robert Bojd, K. B. laid the ibandalion-Btone of 
the King's bastion, in the absence of General Com- 
wallis, the governor. The garrison also underwent 
considerable alterations whilst he commanded ; Wind- 
mill-UU was fortified, and other cluH^ee were effected 
at the southward. The improvements on the northern 
fi-ont were carried on under the direction of Sir George 
Augustus Elliott, K. B. unce he was appointed 
to the government. The communication, or gallery 
leading to St. George's Hall, above Farringdon's 
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battery ; Queen's-linea batUa?, and c 
tiro works of the SMue nature, which eiieod under the 
Qoaea's battery (Willis's*), and id the rock ibovo 
Prince t^ Hesse's bastion ; are all so Rogolarly con- 
triTed, and of so fbmiidable a natnre, that all direct it- 
tai^ Inland, hoiceforward, may he coDNdered as quix- 
otism uid insanitj'. 

Before the interior part of the place is described, it 
will not be improper to conclude the description of its 
outer works, b; iasertdng an abstract of the guns, how. 
itzers, aod mortars, mounted upon the different batte- 
ries. The or^^inal, from which this was copied, was 
token in the bqiimung of March, 1763. 

* The Goller; under the Queen's baltBry hu been con- 
tinued bj Gen^ D'Hora, snd no* communicates with the 
Prince's Koes ; it ii called the ITuioa Gallery. 
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The tonn Ls built on a bed of red tend, similar to 
tliOM eminencefl mtboot Soath-port, which or^nally 
extended from Land-port to the foot of the ascent to 
the Bontb barracks. The buildinga, before the town 
was deetrojed in the late dcge, were composed of dif- 
ferent roateriala, prindpallj of tapia ;* thought, since 
the English hare been in possesaoD of Gibraltar, maii; 
have b«ea built of the rock-stone, plastered, and blue- 
washed an the outside, to break the powerM rays of 
the son, which othemise would be too glaring, and pre- 
judidal to the eyes. The modem houses were in go- 
neral oorered with tiles { hut the flat terraced roofs re- 
maned in those erected bythe Spaiiiards, and tnsome, 
the miraudas or towers, whence the inhabitants, with- 
out removing from home, had a beaalifiil and extensive 
prospect of the ndg^bouring coasts. 

Of the hoildiuga that are most deaerring of notice, 
the old Moorish castle is the most coaspicnons. This 
andqoe structure is situated on the north-west side of 
the hill, and originally consisted of a trq>le wall, the 
outer inclosore descending to the water's edge : but the 
lowOT parts have long mnce been removed, and the 
Grand battery and Waterport f<«tifications erected on 
their ruins ; and the first, or upper wall, would long 
ago have dtared the same &te, had it not been found of 
terrUie in covering the town from the Isthmns, in case 
of a siege. The w(dls staodii^ at present form an ob- 
long square, ascending the hill, at the upper angle of 
whK^ is the principal tower, where the Governor or 
Alcaide formerly resided. The ruins of a Moorish 
mosque, or place of worship, can be traced within the 
walls ; as also a neat morisque court, and reservoir for 
* A cement consisting of mortar, made of sand, lime, 
utdsmajl pebbles, which being well tempered, and wrought 
ti^tber in a frame, scquires great ^ttengih and solidity. 
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water : bat the latter cannot, without great difflcnltj, 
Im diaoorered b; a Etrai^^. A Urge toww on tha 
•onth-eoit wall has long been converted into a magazine 
for powder ; and in different placea quarters w»e fitted 
up, before tlie late uege. For officers and two companiea 
of soldiers. This castle was erected, m I have meO' 
tioned before, b; the Saracens or Moors, on their first 
invading Sptun ; tmd the preKot venen^le remaJos are 
incontestable proofis of its magnificence, wUlst it eon- 
tinued in their possesiion. 

The other principal buildings are the CoDvent, or 
Governor's quarters ; the Lient. Ooveroor's botue, 
which is a modem structure; the Admlnltj-house, for- 
merly a monastery of white Mars ; the Soldiers har- 
r&clcs, Victualling-office, and Store-honse. BeddM 
these, there are tiie Spanish church, the Atarasaaa, at 
gallej-house, and some other bmldings, tbrmerly of 
note, bnt now in ruins from the fire of the Spaniwdi 
during the hrie siege.* 

At the southward, are the South Barracks and the 
Navj Hosidtal. The former a statelj building, de- 
tig^tAillj situated, with a parade in ikint, and two 
paviKoas detached ; the whole capable of qaart<rtng 
1200 men, and offloers proportionate. The Utter a 
capacious pile, well adspted to the purpose for which it 
wasfaitended: it hasan areain the centre, with^anaa 
and a gallerj above, by which the neh maj ei^oy the 
aun, or shade, as thej think proper : there are ^Mrt< 
ments for IDOO men, with pavihons at each wing t^K 
the accommodation and convenience of the Surgaena 
and thtor attendants. This hoepital was original]* 

' Kdcc Che peue of 1783, the gTMtesI part of the town 
h» been icbuUt, and (whioh 1> rathei to be regretted) on 
the old fouDdatioDi. 
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erected for the navy, in cue a Britiih fleet should be 
■titioDed in Oie Mediterranean ; but, on the Spaniards 
bombarding the town in 1761, the Guvernor removed 
into it the sick of the garriBon. At some ^Btance, in 
the front of the barraclu, are two powder-mftgazines, 
iu which the supplies from England are uauallj depo- 
rated, before thej ore distributed to the Other magazines. 
These last conclude the cHaf, I might say almost the 
mily buildings ramMning on the rock after the lata 
nege, and their preservation was owing to th«r bei:^ 
kept in constAot repair bf workmen purpusel; appcunted 
for that dnt;. 

Beddes the remains of Moorish architectors which 
have already been mentioned, the following hare bem 
esteemed not unworthy of notice. Within the town we 
End the Galley-house, and part of the Spanish ohurch ; 
also the Bomb-house, aif^oining the line-wall : and at the 
southward, ruins of Moorish buildings are discernible 
ou Windmill hill, and at Enropa. The ftamer are 
^tuatod on an emiaenoe, but no antiquaHan can deter- 
mine to what nse they were appropriated : some ore of 
opinion they were boryii^-vaalts for persons of rank ; 
others suppose them a prison ; whilst in the garrison, 
the whole is generally known by the name of the In. 
ipisition. At Enropa, opposite the guard-house, may 
be traced the remiuns of a building erected by the 
Moors, but used by the Spaoiards as a ob^iel, and 
called Nnestra Senora del Enropa. Along the water's 
edge, without the fortification, are also several ruins of 
Hoorish walla : and towards Enropa advance is a 
Hoorish baih, called by the garrison, the Nuns well, 
h b sunk cdght feet deep in the rock, is 72 feet long, 
and 49 feet broad, and, to presn^e the water, has an 
arched roo^ supported by pillars. To the left of tliis 
bath is a cave, under WindnuU-hiU, known by the 
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nvne of Beefsteak cave ; which was a romnion F«gi- 
dence for nanj of the inhaJntMits, durii^ the Ute 
siege. 

The hill abounds in cavitiet, that serve as receptacles 
fbr the rain. None, however, is so mngokr and wor- 
thy of uotioe aa St. Mjcbael's cave, on the side of the 
lull, in a line with the sontb barracks, about ilOO feet 
abore the level of the tea. At the entriuice are the 
remiuns of a strong wall. The mouth is onl; five feet 
wide i but on descending a slope of earth, it widens 
considerabi; ; and, with the assistance of torches, the 
openings of several smaller caves are discovered. The 
outer cave is about 20Q feet long, and 90 broad. The 
top appears to be supported by pillars of vaat luagm- 
tnde, Jumed by the perpeto&l droppings of petrifyii^ 
water, the whole bearing great resemblance to the inside 
of a gloomy Gothie oaAedral. 

The seversl gradations in the prt^press of these 
petri&ctions are ea^y diacavered. In some may be 
observed small centals, descending from the roof, 
whilst proportionable bases rise underneath : others 
^ain are formed of very small diameter ; and a third 
class, immensely large, seem to support the roof of this 
wond«rful cavern. Few strangers visit Gibraltar but 
are conducted to view this cave ; and numbers, with 
.the as^stance of ropes and torches, have attempted to 
explore the depth ; however, after descending about 
MO feet, they have been obliged to return, by the gross 
vapours wfaioh issued from beneath. It was in this 
cave that the Spaniards concealed themselves in the 
siege of 1727, when a party of Aem, unperceived, got 
into the garrison, at the Cave.guard, near Europa ad- 
vance, but ^terwards failed in thrar enterprise. 

There are several other eaves on different parts of 
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the hill, in vhich the water poseeues the Btuae petri- 
fying qnolities. One under Hiddle-Mll, caUed Poeo- 
rocs, wBi fitted up, previous to the bombardmeiit, for 
thft Goyamix'i reception ; bat was afterwards convert- 
ed into & powder-magaiine, beii^ vwy conTenient ftir 
the b»tterieB on the heights. 

Ajnongst the natuTsl cnrioaitiea of Gibraltar, the 
petrified bones, found in the CKvities of the rocliE, have 
greatl; attracted the attention of the curious. These 
boDes are not found in one particular part, but have 
be«n discovered in various places at a considerable dis- 
tance Arom each other. From the rocks near Roiia 
bay, (without the line-wall) great quantities of this 
curious petrifaction have been collected, and sent home 
for the inspection of naturalists. Some of the bones 
are of large diameter ; tad, bdi^ broken with the rock, 
the marrow is easily to be distinguished. Colonel 
James, in his description of Gibraltar , mentions an en- 
tire human skeleton being discovered in the solid rock, 
at the Prince's lines ; which the miner blew to pieces : 
and in the bc^nning of the late blockade, a party of 
roiners, forming a cave at Upper AU's-well, in the 
lines, produced several bones that were petrified to the 
rock, aod ^ipeared to have belonged to a large bird : 
being present at the time, I procured severalfn^ments; 
but in the bombwdment of 1781, they were destroyed 
with other nmilar cuiionties. 

The bill is remarkable fi>r the number of apes about 
its Buminit, which are said not to be found in any other 
part of Spain. They breed m inaccessible places, and 
freqnantly t^pcar in large droves with their young on 
thdr bat^ on the western face of the hill. It is 
ituafpned they w^« origindly bronght from Barbary 
by tbe Moors, as a amilar species inhabit Mont Abyla, 
which, on that account, is generally called Ape's-hill. 
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Red-legg«d partridge)! are often found in co*^ ; 
woodcocks and teal Hre sometimea seen ; uid wild rab- 
bits are caught abont Europa and Windmill-hilL The 
gamson-orders forbid officers to sboot on tbe weetem 
side of the rocli i parties however often go in boats 
round Enropa Point to lull wild pigeons, which are nn- 
merons in the caves. 

Eagles and vultures annnallj vi^t Gibraltar i¥om 
Barbary, in their waj to the interior parts of Spsjn. 
The former breed in &e craggy parts of the rock, aod, 
with the hawk, are often seen towering ronnd its smo- 
tnit. Moschetoes are ezceedingl; troublesome towards 
the close of summer ; and locusts are sometimes found. 
The scorpion, centipes, and other TcnomotH r^ 
tiles, abonnd amongst the rocks and old buildings ; 
and the harmless green lizard, and snake, are freqnent- 
\j caoght bj the soldiers, who, after drawing th^ 
teeth, treat them with ever; mark of fondness. 

With regard to the climate of Gibraltar, the inhabi- 
tants breathe a temperate and wholesome air, for most 
part of the jeax. The summer months of Jane, July, 
and August, are eicessiveij warm, with a perpetnal 
serene and clear skj ; the heat is however allayed, in a 
great measure, by a constant refreshing breeze from the 
sea,'trhich usually sets in shout ten in the forenoon, con- 
tinuing till almost sunset : and, from its invigorating 
and aggreeshle coolness, is emphatioally ci^ed the 
Doctor. The cold in wintw is not so eicesuve as in 
the neighbouring parts of the country. Snow Mbi but 
seldom, and loe is a rarity ; yet the Grenadian moun- 
tuns ra SptSu, and the lofty mountuns in Africa, havs 
SDOw lying on them for several months. Heavy rains, 
high winds, and most tremendous thunder, with dread- 
fullj-vivid lightning, are tbe attendants on December 
aod January. The rain then pours down in torrents 
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from the hill, and, descending with great rapidity, often 
choaks up the drainB with large stones andrabbieh, and 
Bomefimea does great iiyurj to the worlts ; bnt these 
storms aerer are of long duration :- the sky soon clem^ 
up ; the heary clouds disperse ; the cheering sun ap- 
pears, aod sufficiently compensates for the horrors of 
the preceding night. Itb during this season that the 
wat^' that serrea the garrison tbr the ensuing summer 
is coQeoted. The aqueduct, which conducta it to the 
foantain in the centre of the town, is eitremely well 
executed ; and was constructed by a Jesuit, when the 
SpBoiarda were in postessioD of Gibraltar. It is erect- 
ed agwnst the bank of sand, without South port, be- 
giniung to the southward of the eight-gun bastion, and, 
coUecting the rain-water that filters through the sand, 
conducts it to the Sontb port, and thence to the fona- 
tUD. I^e water, thus strained and purified, ii re- 
markably clear and wholesome. 

The appearance of the Rock is barren and forUd- 
£ng ; as few trees or shrubs, excepting palmettos, ore 
to be seen on the &ce of the hill : yet it is not entirely 
destitute of vegetation ; wild herbs, of different kinds, 
spring up in the interstices of the rocks, when the peri- 
odical rajns set in, and afford BoUie trifling nourishment 
to the bullocks, sheep, and goats, that browse upon the 
hill. The first rains generally fell in September, or 
October, and continue at intervals to refiresh the gar- 
rison tiU April or May. When they cease, and the 
powerful rays of the ann have withered the little ver- 
dure that appeared on the bill^ nothing offers to the 
eye but staa^ uncouth rocks, and dried pahnetto-bushes. 
The soil collected in the low ground is however ex- 
tremely rich and fertile, producing variety of fruits and 
vegetables. Colonel James, in his elaborate history of 
Gibraltar, enumerates no less than 300 different herbs, 
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vliich are to be ftiund on varioiu parts of the rock. 
Gibraltar coosequentlj miut be an excellent field of %■ 
musement fo a botanist. 

The garrison, before the blockade of I77(>, was chief- 
ly supplied with roots and garden-stuff from the gar- 
dens on tbe neutral ground, which, being on a flat, 
oould almost conttaatlj (even in summor) be kept in a 
ttate of vegetation. The proprietors of these gardens 
were obliged ti>t«ll; to reliuqui^h them when the Span- 
itirdi erected th^ advanced vorliB ; from that period 
General Eliott encouraged cultivation within hb own ' 
limits, hj ever; posdble indulgence. Man; plots at the 
MUthwud were inclosed with mils, the ground cleared 
of itonei and rubbish, and soil collected from other 
part« : so that with assiduit; and perseverance, after 
some time, the produce, during the winter season, was 
M incrca^ ai to be almost equal to the consumption ; 
and probably, in the space of a few yean, the garrison 
may be totally independent, in this article, of any asm- 
tance from the u^ghbourbood. 

Gibraltar, by b^ng nearly turrounded by the 9«a, is 
exceedingly well su^^Ued with fish : tlis John-doree, 
tnrbot, BD^ salmon, bake, rock-cod, mullet and ran- 
g^, with great varied of less note, are cau^t along 
the Spanish shore, and in different parts of the Bay. 
Mackarel are also taken in vast numbers during the sea. 
son, and shell-fish are sometimfs brought from the ne^^'h- 
bourii^ parts. — The Moors, in time of peace, supply the 
garrisonwithoi-beef, mutton, veal, and poultry, on mo- 
derate terms ; and frvm Spun they procnre pork, which 
is remarkable fbr its sweetness and flavour. Fruits 
of all kinds, such as melons, oranges, green figs, grafea, 
pom^linuiates, &c. are brought in abundance from Bar- 
bary and Portugal ; and the best wines are drunk at very 
reasonable prices. 
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The preoent nuUUry «stabluhmeat* of Gibraltar cou- 

mats of dx campanies of urtiller;, nine regimeaU of th* 
line, and a companj of artificers, commanded by engin- 
eer* i composing aa array of upwards of 4000 men, 
offieen included. Before the !i^ bombardment, the 
tFOi^ were quartered in the barracks at the Bonthward, , 
and in quarters fitted up out of the old Spanish buildingt 
in town. The officers were distributed in the same 
manner ; but in case of reinforcements, and that govem- 
ment qturt^i were not sufficient for their accommoda- 
tion, billet-money was allowed in proportion to rsnlc, 
and the officers Ured lodgii^ from the inhabitantg. 

The regiments, on thor arrival in the garrison, are 
entitled to salt provisions from the stores, in the follow- 
ing proportion. One ration for each serjeant, corpo- 
ral, drummer, and private, consisting of 7 lb. of bread, 
delivered twice a week, beef 2 lb. 6 oe. pork 1 lb. but- 
ter 10 oz.peasehalf ag&llon, andgroatsSpints: every 
conuuisdoned and warrant officer, nnder a Captain, re- 
ceives two rations, a Captain three, a M^or and Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel four, a Colonel six. In times of pra- 
found peace, officers generally receive a compensation 
in money for their provisions, or dispose of them to the 
Jews, of iriiom there are great numbers in the garrison, 
who are always ready to purchase, ort&ke them in barter. 
The troops are paid in currency, which, let the exchange 
of tiie garrison be above or below par, never varies to 
the nonconunUsioned and privatee. A Serjeant receives 
weekly, as full garrison pay, one dollar, nx reals, equal 
to nine-pence sterling, per dUnt ; a corporal, and drum- 
mer, one dollar, one real, and five quartUs, in sterling 
•bout uipence per Hem ; and a private, seven reals, or 
four-pence half-penny sterling, j,er diem. Officers r»- 
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CBiTe thar Bubmstence accordjiig to the currency : thir- 
tj-ai^ pence per dollar is par. During the late bom- 
bardment, the ezchang-e, for s couiuderable time, was 
as high as fbrt^-two pence, hj which those genttemen 
who were under the necessitj of drawii^ for theirpaj, 
lost dxpence in every three shillings ; and it seldom 
was lower than fort; pence whilst the siege continued. 
The coins current in Gibraltar are those used in Spain. 
All accounts are kept in doUara, reals, and quartils : the 
two former, like the pound sterling, are imaginary; 
the latter is a copper coin. 

The Bay of Gibraltar, formed by the headlands of 
Cabrita and Europa Points, b commodious, and seems 
intended hy nature to command the Straits ; there are 
opportunities, however, when a fleet may pass unob- 
served hy the garrisoD ; for snch is the impenetrable 
thickness of the mists, which tisoally prevail during (he 
easterly winds, dial many diips have baffled the vigi- 
lance of the cruisers, and gone through unnoticed : the 
south-westerly winds, particularly at the equinox, are 
also often attended with such thick and rainy weather, 
that vessels have passed through and got into the Bay 
without being seen. 

Since Gibraltar has been in the possesion of the Eng- 
lish, the Spaniards have erected, in different parts of 
the Bay, several batteries and forts fer the protection 
of tbdr small craft in war, and to prevent their coast 
from being annoyed. At Cabrita, which is a bold rocky 
point, are a barbet-battery and watch-tower, whence, 
during the blockade, ^gnab of flags by day, and lights 
at night, were made to inform the Spanish cruisers at 
Algeziras, &c. of the «q>proach of any vessel towards 
the Bay. These watch-towers are distributed, at short 
distances, aloi^ the coast for a conaderable extent, to 
alarm the country, in case of a vi^t from the Algerinea, 
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or when any other eitraordinary drdunitance hi^ena. 
To the northward of Cabrits are two otbers, with a 
fort at (he northern-most tower, which is called 8»n 
Garcia : the point an which tile latter are erected, pro- 
jects, with a long reef of dangerous shoala and rockl, 
conaiderahlj into the Baj. The town and islimd of 
Algeziras, with thdr batteries, then appear in view. 

Algeziras Ilea oppoute to Gibraltar, about 5J nules . 
across the Baj ; and, since the late siege, has greatly 
increased in consequence and weaJth. The town 
was built and fortified by the Saracens about the jear 
714, two jeoTB after thmr establishment at Gibraltar. 
It is reatarkable for b^g the place where those invad- 
ers first disembarked, when they so ri^idl; overturned 
the Gothic empire in Spdn ; and, as well as Gibraltar, 
was erected to preserve a communication with Africa. 
Whilst the Moors maintained their conqnesls, it con- 
sequently became a city of great importance and 
strength. We find, daring tbe saocesuve wars which 
took place between the Moors and the Spaniards, Al- 
gebras wae fi-equently besieged by the Kings of Cas- 
tile ; and, when Gibraltar so easily fell into the bands 
of the Christians in 1310, this dQr resisted all their ef- 
forts. At lei^th, after a most obstinate mieg^ in 1344, 
Algeuras was compelled to surrender to the victorious 
arms of Alonzo XI. The sirge continued twen^ 
months, and most of fiie Potentates in Europe inte- 
rested themselves in the event, by sending succours to 
the Christian besiegers. The English, under the Duke 
of Lancaster, the Earls of Derby, L^cester, Salisbury, 
and Lincoln, particularly distinguished themselves by 
thdr gallantry and conduct during this memorable con- 
test. It is worthy of remark, that cannon are said to 
have been first made use of in this siege, by the Moors 
against the assailants ) and the English, profiting by the 
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knowledge guned on this occaaion, afterwardi used 
them at the glorious battle of Cressj. The Spaniarda 
con^ued masters of the town till 1369, when the Moon 
of Grenada surprised the citj ; but b^ng nnabte to re- 
tton it, they demolished the worka, and carried t,yn,y 
the inhabitants captives. 

Whilst the Moors Iiept possession of Gihraltar, which 
was now in its turn become a dlj of importance, the 
Spaniarda never attempted to rebuild Algeziras ; and 
still less did thej esteem it on object woriaij thor at- 
tention, after GUiraltar fell Into their bands. The 
town, therefors, remained in ruins and desolate, ex. 
cepting a few fi«h(fmen'g buts, till the Spaniards, m 
the beginning of the present century, thought proper, 
after the cession of GHbraJtar to Great Britain, to re. 
people and secure it by a few batteries towards the sea, 
which also might occasionall; protect their cruisers in 
time of war. Since that period, from the constant ia- 
tercooreeand trade which subsiatedbetween it and Gib- 
raltar before the war of 1779, Algearas is become a 
town of some conscience and wealth ; and, as a late 
writer has justl; expressed, " like a phoeniz, baa risen 
" out of its own ashes, oAer being tor ages in nuns." 

The new town ia bmlt to the northward of the old 
oitj (whose Tenerable mins still remain,) and is defend- 
ed to the souAward hj b, battery of nine or ten gmis, 
erected on an island some distance from the shore. To 
the northward of the town is another battery of ux 
guns, and a little farther, on an eminence, one of 
22, which was raised by Admiral Barcelo, wlien he was 
^iprehenuve of an attack from Sir George Rodney in 
17B0. Between the island and the town, small craft 
find tolerable shelter ; butshipa of war, oroflarge bur- 
then, onchM- to the northward. Hie lacda round the 
town are of late much cultivated, and, with the sliip. 
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pii^, form, in the spring, a pleaMUktlj-vuiegatod and 
beantiful prospect to a spectator ti Gibraltar. A de- 
taclunent or r^jiment of infantry u conetaotlf on dnt; 
here, iriio, with thoie of the Spanish lines and neig-b' 
bonrhood, are under the conunond of the commandant 
at St. Roqne. 

To the northward of Algeziras are the rivers Pal- 
mones and Guadaranque : the former is the brooder 
and deeper of the two, and was the prindpal retreat of 
the Spanish gnn and mortar boats, when tbej wanted 
repdrs, after bombarding the garrison. Admiral Bu-- 
celo in Uiis river also prepared the fire-shipi he sent 
over in Jane 1760. On the east banks of the Grooda- 
ranque, near Rocadillo Pomt, where ihtre is a small 
fbrt or tower, are the venerable mins of the once fa- 
mous citj of Carteia. This celebrated plane, scarcely 
a stone of which is now left to inform posterity where 
it stood, is reported to have been built by the Fheni- 
dans, in the first ages of navigation, when those adven- 
turers visited the extreme parte of the then known world. 

Historians mention it under the names of CartMa, 
Heraclia, and Caljie Carteia. When the Carthagini- 
ans became a powerinl nation, and aimed at the sove- 
reignty of Spun, Carteia maintuned its independence 
for some time, till Hannibal, according to Livy, stormed 
the city, and demolished most of its works. When 
ScipJo obl^ed the Carthaginians to quit Spain, Cartda 
was a place of little importance ; but the Romans find- 
ing it a convenient station for their navy, the city was 
increased with a Roman colony, and once more b^uito 
rise into splraidonr and magnificence. After the me- 
morable battle of Munda, Cnaus Pomp^ fled to Car- 
teia, but, b^g pursued, was obliged to leave it preci- 
jntatelj. As the Roman em[ure declined, so did Car- 
teia; and {wobabty, soon afterthe irruption of the Goths 
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and Vandals, it became elmost desolate and waste. On 
the inTadou of Spain bj Ote Saracens, that nation nn- 
doubtedlj diatnantlod the buildings of this tomona oi^ 
for ntateriab to erect Gibraltar and Algeziras. The 
retaaiuB of a qua; are stlU viable, nitb some few nuns 
of pnbtio buildings, apparently Roman ; and the coim- 
tif peasants, in tilling the ground, oflien find various 
Antique coins, which conoua antiquarians have not 
thought unworthy of a place in their cabinets. 

Half wa; between the Gnadaranque and the garrison, 
is another fort and tower, called Point Mida, or Hegra 
Point, to the noi'thward of which is the inland village 
of St. Roque. This is a small in^nificant town, 
though delightfully ^tuated, at about five nilea distanra 
from Gibr^tar. It was built by the Spaniards, in the 
be^nning of the [«'esent century, when the garrison of 
Gibraltar surrendered to Sir George Rooke. The 
Spanish Commandant of the Lines generally makes it 
his residence ; and durii^ the late si^e, nnder the 
Duke de Crillon, the Count d'Artois, and the Dukede 
Bourbon, had apartments in the town. Previous to the 
war of 1779 it was often frequented by the officers from 
Gibraltar ; and in the ^iug and summer seasons, Bri- 
tish &milies resided there for several months, some for 
the benefit of their health, others for pleasure. The 
combined army, durii^ the late siege, encamped on the 
pltuns below St. Roque, and landed all their ordnance, 
and military stores, a little to the westward of Point 
Mala, near the Orange-grove. 

I cannot help remarking in this place, that, among 
the evils of the late siege, the Garrison have to r^ret 
the interruption of that trioidly intercourse which be- 
fore sub^sted between them and the neighbourhood, 
and which is now prohibited by the Spanish govern- 
ment. When the communicntton was tree and nn- 
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Hmited (except ia point of introdadi^ a coutrBbaud 
traffic in Spain), the strictest intiiaac)r mbsisted between 
the British nulitarf, and the Spaniarda rendent in the 
adjacent viUagee. Parties were reciprocallj vinting 
each other, and the officers constantlj making excur- 
nons into the country. These excursions, vith others 
to the coast of Bsrhar; (which in the season superb. 
boondis with various species of game), were plcaui^ 
relaxations from the duties of the garrison, uid ren- 
dered Gibraltar as eligible a. station as anj to which 
a solder could be ordered. 

On the whole — whether we consider Gibr^tar m 
commanding the entrance of the Mediterranean, and 
consequently, as citable of controlling the commerce 
of the Europeans with the Levant ; or whether we con. 
sider it as almost impregnable bj nature, and conse- 
quently aa most susceptible of the improvements of 
art i its totuation b, parhapi, more sii^ular and cu- 
rioos than that of anj fortress in the world. Tbe«e 
circnmstances, and the degree of consequence which 
it confers on its possessor, in the opinion of the Bar- 
Imtj states, have not fiuled to excite the attention, and 
alarm the interests of most maritime nations in Europe ; 
and, with the multitude at least, it has always been an- 
object of political importance. Folitidans, however, 
there have b^en, of no inferior rank, who have thooght 
very differently of its value and utility. On this deli- 
cate subject, I will frankly confess my inability to de. 
cide. I shall therefore, without further apology, leave 
these speculations to men of ukhto Imsnre lutd eiqieri. 
eocB } and proceed to matters better adapted to mj 
ci^wci^ and information. 
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CHAPTER in. 



Commencement of the Var in 1779, between Great Brittun 

and Spun State ot the Qairiaon of Oibrslisr at that 

period. — Ambiguous conduct of the Spaniards — Enemy 
encamp before the GameoD.— Form a blockade — Many 
Inhabitaota leaTo the Place.— Motions of the Enemy.— 
Erect additional Batteries in their Lines — Fired upon 

from the Garrison Continue their Operations — Loss of 

the Peace imd Plenty Privateer. — Proviuons eitreiaely 

scarce in the Garrison Spirited bebaviour of the Buck 

Cutter Privateer. — Descr^lion of the Straits.— Fidelity of 
a Moor. — Great distress in the Garrison — Relieved bj 

some fortunate occurrences Arrival of Sir Oeorge 

Rodney, and die British Fleet. — Tetuan Anecdote of 

Prince William Henry Cents. — Departure of the 

Fleet. 

ALTBoncH the Spaniards had been Uirice defeated in 
thdr attempts to recover Gibraltar, they continued to 
View that garrison with a jealous eye, determined, if 
we may judge from their late conduct, to saze the first 
elipble o[^M>rttinitj of wresting it, if potwible, from the 
dominion of Great Britun. 

The war of 1762 was too imeipected on the part of 
Spain, and condiuited with too great success by the 
British Minister, ia adnut of such an enterprise as the 
dege of Gibraltar. The petdod was not however far 
distant, when the contest between Great Britain and 
her Colonies seemed to promise as favourable an oppor- 
tunity as their warmest wishes could have antiiapated ; 
particularly when, in addition to the civil war, they 
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fonod hostilities taking place between Ore&t Britain 
and France. The close of the ;ear 1TT7, when the 
newB of tbe convention of Saratt^ first airived in 
Europe, wu the period which they embraced, to intro- 
duce themselves into the dispute. Hoatilities had then 
been carried on for near ui montha between Great 
Britain sod France : Spain therefore judged the op- 
portmiit; Aroursble to offer her mediation, proporing 
Buch an arrai^^emait as she tunst be auured wonld not 
be agreeable to thrprincipal belhgareot powers. Great 
Britain had no tooaer refused her acquiescence, than 
the Court of Madrid espoused the part of France ; and, 
on the 16th of June 1779, the Spanish Ambassador, 
the Murqnis d'Almodovar, preeented to the Court of 
Loudon, his hostile manifesto. 

The prindpal design of the Court of Madrid, in en- 
t«rii^ into this war, was erfdentlj the recover; of Gib- 
raltar. Before an; r^l; was given b; the British Mi- 
mstr; to thur proposals for a pacification, oTertores 
had been privatel; made to tlie Emperor of Morocco, 
to form the ports of Tetuan, Tanker, and Lsrache; 
bj which means Gibraltar might be cut oflT from its 
piincipal supfdies. This conduct seemed to argue a 
confidence thiat her tains in the mediation would be 
refused ; and the considerable depots of militar; stores 
which were collected in her arsmaJs, undoubtedly 
planted out, that the nege of that garrison waa her first 
and immediate object. On the 31st of June 1779, the 
eommoiucation b^ween Spain and Gibraltar, was doa- 
ed, h; an order from Madrid. 

Two days previous to this event, General EUott, the 
Governor, accompanied b; manj Field-officers of die 
garriiion, piud a visit to General Mendoza, the com- 
mandant of the Spani^ lines, to congratulate him on 
his proraolion. Th«r reception at St. Boque was &r 
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from agreeable ; and it v&s remarked that the Spanish 
General appeared embarrassed daring thrir stay, which 
might proceed from liis Imowlot^e of wbat was to fol- 
kw. The ™it was short, and the Governor had 
scarcdj returned to the garri»H>, when Mr. Logie, his 
Mt^estj's Consul in Barbarj, arrived fr«m Tsj^er, in 
a Swechsh fl^g&te, with certain intelligence of the in- 
tendedrupture between Great Britain and Spain. Ife. 
Lo^'s informadon proceeded from a Swedish brig, 
which on her passage to Tangier, bad fallen in with the 
French fleet, of about 26 sail of the line^ off Cape VU 
nisterre, when the master being ordered on board the 
Admiral, M. d' Orvilliera, he learned that they bad been 
crui^g for some time in that latitude, expecting the 
junction of the Spanish fleet from Cadiz. From the 
amicable assurances held out bj the Spaniards, we could 
not persuade ourselves in the garrison that a rupture 
was so near ; but the mail from the garrisoo being re- 
fhsed on the 21st of Jnne, and being acquainted at the 
Mine time that the intercourse between Gibraltar end 
the n^ghbourhood was no longer to be permitted, we 
had suffldait confirmation of Mr. Logic's intelligence. 
We afterwards learned, that the courier who brought 
from Madrid the order to shut np the communication, 
had be«i detained by accidents on the mad ; otherwise 
it was not impossible that he might have arrived dor- 
ii^ General Eliott's viut at St. Roque. 

As the fortress of Gibraltar aiW this event became 
a little world of itself, it may not be unacceptable, to 
commence the History of the Siege with a state of the 
troops in garrison at that period, and the commanding 
o£HcerE of the different corps. 



-„ Google 




-„ Google 



U UESTO&Y OF TBE 

On tha communication being closed, a, counci] of war 
was immediately summoned, to advise conoermng' the 

tioos hid been piivatel; made for the defence of the 
gairiwm, when intelligenoe was first received of the 
probabili^ of a war : the olgecte therefore at this time 
to be con^dered were, how to procure constant sup- 
plies of proriuoQS from Barbaiy, and in what manner 
the correepondeDce between England and (Hbraltar 
WM to be conducted. Mr. Logic's presence in Bar- 
barj was v^rj essential to Irath these points i he cons»- 
qtientlj returned to Tangier on the 22d, having con- 
certed with the Governor proper Mgnals, hj which he 
might communicate intelligence across the straits. Ad- 
miral Du£F also, on the 22d, removed the men of war 
under his oommvid from their nsual anchorage, off 
Waterport (where thej were liable to be annoyed b; 
tbeen^ny's forts), to the southward, off the New mole. 
His force at that time consisted of the Panther, of 60 
guns, Ciipt Harvey, on l>oard of which was the flag ; 
three fixates, two of which ware on a cruise ; and a 
sloop of war. 

It it natural to suppose that the garrison were not a 
Uttle alarmed at this unexpected procedure of the Spa- 
niards. The Northern guardswere ronforced, and the 
Roquets cautioned to be alert, in ease of alarm. Land- 
port barners were shut ; and an artillery officer or- 
dered to Willis's batteries, to observe the movements 
of the Enemy, and protect the Devil*s-tower guard, 
which was ordered to be very circumspect and rigi- 
Isnt. 

Whilst the friendly intercourae subaated between 
the garrison and the neighbourhood, several British 
fiunilies and officers had pfrmiseion to reside at St. 
Roque, Lo» Varios, and other small villages a few miles 
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distant; bat immedUtplj on the commiuiicatioB baiug 
oloied. General MendoH Knttbma peremptory otien 
to remove j and the time limited for their dBporture 
wu BO short, that tome of them were obliged to leave 
most of their elFecla behind. Thote officov whole cu. 
rioutj had led them into the interior parts of the conn- 
try, were positively refused libertj to ret«trD to the gar- 
rison i the; were therefore conducted to Cadii, and 
had passports granted them to leave the Idngdom bj 
other routes. Col. Ross and CafL Vignolea, of the 
39tb, with Capt, Lesanae, of the SGtb, nevcrthelew 
contrived to join their corps, bj ""imJig dic^foisea, aod 
risMng tiie passi^ in a row-boat from Faro (a port in 
Portugal) to Gibraltar ; otbvt also attempted, but UQ- 
fortonatelj were intercepted in thnr voyage. 

The Cbilders stoop of war, on the Mth, brou^t in 
two prized from the West, one of which (an Amerioan) 
Capt. Peacock c^ttiired in the midst of the Sfianish 
Fleet, then at sea. The conduct of the Spaniards on 
tMs occasion, was extremely ambiguous. Every tnr- 
comstance that fell under oar own bamediate observa- 
tion, convinced us that they now intended hostilities 
against Great Britain ; and from Mr. Logic's intelli- 
gence, we bad every cause to think, that this fleet was 
oat to join the E>ench AdmiraL Their permittiiig onr 
cruises, therefore, to capture a friend (as they mi^t 
then call the Americans), und^ the protection of their 
fleet, we must either consider as a finesse, or suppose 
that they had not recmred orders to act offensively — 
Tlie CUIders left two of our frigates watching the mo- 
tions of the Spanish fleet. It was somewhat dngolar, 
that a Hr. Suase (an American Miyor, who had been 
prisoner in the garrison a little time before, along with 
others of his countrymen, but had made his escape), 
and two deserters frnn Gibraltar, should be recognised 
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thrunf^ IhiHT di^uises, on board the American prize ; 
the Major «m renutoded to his old confinement, in the 
NBi;-h(»[ntB], and the latter were pnushed according 
to thur deserts. 

Thoi^h the motions, of the enem; did not indicate 
an; immediate dengnofattackiT^thegarrison, andthe 
clouDg of the comnnutcation might be odIj in conse- 
qnenee of hoa^ties having commenced between Great 
Britain aitd Spain ; ;et our intelligence, and their late 
dscwtfut conduct, gave us great reason to auppoee that 
the; intended some attempt on Gibraltar. Depots of 
earth, &c. were therefore collected, in various places ; 
emptj hogsheads and casks were hougbt from the in- 
habitants, for the pnrpose of filling them with earth, to 
strengthen and repair the fortifications ; and other pro- 
caations were taken for the defence of the place. On 
the other hand, the enemj employed what troops the; 
bad then on duty, in the lines uid neighbourhood, in 
drawing down cannon from St Roque, Sic. to animate 
the {ortM, fm which few ordnance were mounted during 
the peace), and to arrw^ing matters to strengthen 
and support thur posts. 

In the beginning of Jul;, the Enterprise frigate, Sir 
Thomas Bich, Bart, returned with a fleet of small 
cratl, laden with live stock and fruit, from Tangier ; in 
conseqaence of which, fourteen da;s fresh provi^ns 
were iasned to the troops. The engineers continned 
preparing materials in thdr departments, towards com- 
pleting the works of the garrison ; for which purpose 
strong parties from the line were granted them dail;, 
nnder the command of overseers. About 300 Jews 
and Genoese were also emplo;ed in levelling he^>s of 
sand, near the gardens, on the neutral ground, in order 
that, if the enem; should approach, the; might not re- 
«dT« an; protection and cover from onr lower hatte- 
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riaa. The picqueb of the g&rrigon wae ready on the 
Grand parade, to support these parties ill cue thejhad 
bt^i molested i but though the; were at work within 
half musket-shot of tha eneiii]''s advanced goards in 
the Micqaelet huts, jet not the least attempt was made 
to distnrb them. 

The third of July, a detachment of about 160 men 
tkimtbe Brltiahline was ordered to join the artillery, to 
he taught the practice of the great guns. The artillerj 
in garrison were onlj five compauiee ; a number not 
adequate to the different duties in cose of a dege : this 
reinfrntsemrait was therefore added, and pvTed- after- 
wards of great service in that department. Three Eng- 
lish sailors came in an open boat, on the 4th, fWun Cik- 
diz, and brought intelligence that an embai^ was laid 
on alt Ei^lish ressels iu that port. In the evenii^ we 
observed the Spaniards reliere the guards in their 

The Sptuuards, in lime of peace, always stationed a 
T^pment of cavalry at St. Roque, with another regiment, 
or detachment of infantry, at Algeziras ; parties from 
which did duty at their lines ; and no additional body oi 
troopa, or ships of war, bad yet appeared near the gar- 
rison. On the 5th, however, in the afternoon, a Span- 
ish squadron of two seventy -fours, five frigates, and 
other veEsels, to the number of eleven, hove in sight 
fyoia the west, and lay-to some time off the garrison. 
Whilst they remained in this rituation, the Governor 
thought it prudent to make some new dispoulion of the 
ordnance at the southward, and to caution the regi- 
ments in the South harracks, the 12th, and T2d, to be 
alert. The Captain of Europa guard, who before 
usually joined at retreat beating, was also ordered to his 
command. In the afternoon, three privateer cotters ar- 
rived from the westward. A Mhooner, under Portu- 
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goes« colours, stood acroM from the enemy to reeoa- 
noitre the first that came in, and on her retam was 
fired upon from Europa batttriea, which waji the first 
hostile shot froca the garrison. The enemy's aqnadrm 
in the evening' drove to the e»stws4vl ; and at night the 
Enterprise frigate arrived from Tetuan with Mr. Lo- 
gie, Che consnl. In the interval of this gentleman's 
departure from the garrisoti, a ship of the Emperor's 
had arrived at Gibraltar to*be repaired ; bnt Admiral 
Doff, heing bacliward in granting the stores, the Go- 
vernor thought proper to Bend for Mr. Logie U> explmn 
to the Admu^ the necessity there was of complying 
with the Emperor's request. To refuse such trifling 
assisttuce at that important time, he considered, might 
be productive of serions consequences to the garrison. 
The Enterprise frigate accordingly siuled to Tetuan 
to bring over the Consol. About sun-set, the evening 
of the 5th, the frigate left Tetuan to return, and was 
discovered by the enemy's squadron, part of which im- 
mediately gave chace. Sir Thomas, however, from his 
■uperior knowledge of the tidee, escaped, dioogh the 
wind was contrary. When he arrived widiin new of 
the garrison, not making the concerted night-mgnals, 
for fear of boi^ discovered by the pm-suers, the officer 
at Europa saluted him with severtd shot i but fortu- 
nately they did not take effect 

llie following day, the 6th of July, a packet was re- 
ceived from England, by w&y of Lisbon and Faro, in- 
forming the Governor that hostihties had commenced 
between Great Britain and Spain. A proolamation 
in consequence was pobli^ed in the evening, fi:^ o^ 
turing all Spanish vessels, &c. and letters of marque 
were granted for that purpose to the privateers in the 
Bay. Early on the monung of the Bth, a soldier of 
Reden's deserted from the Devil's-tDwer guard, and 
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somB time »fterwftrds was followed by k seijeitnt of ^b 
Sftth, who mu one of the orerseera attendii^ the inho- 
bitaute employed beyond the Gordeiu. In the erealng. 
General Mendoza, with seTersl officers, adToncsd from 
thelinee, u far aa the Micqaelet-hnts, and, afl^ recon- 
noitring about an hoar, returned. 

The Spanish Commodm'e continued cnuMitg in our 
noghboorhood till the 6th, when he stood, under an 
easy sul, for the wertward. Before they quitted the 
Mediterranean, they broi^t-to a Pcoluguege schooner, 
bound from Tetoan to the garrison, and made very 
earnest iuqniries concemii^ the state of onr provisions. 
The 0th, the American prisoners were distributed 
anuHigBt the private^s ; and the following day, in com- 
pany with the Childers sloop of war, they brought in 
four small prizes- 
Admiral DufThaTing received intelligence that a large 
fleet of email vessels was to'sful from Malaga, with wine 
and provinons for theSpauish grand fleet, the Childers 
was ordered, on the 1 1th, to cruise to the eastward, and 
give information, by signal, when Aiey speared, with 
the strength of thdr convoy. Whilst she was on the 
look-out, her boat gave chace to a settee, and was fired 
at from Fort St. Barbara, which was the first hostile 
shot from the enrany. About eleven o'clock, the sig- 
nals wo-e made of the expected Spanish convoy being 
in sight, and soon after, of their force. Our Admiral, 
however, only cautioned the Navy to be ready, and 
went to Windmill-hill to reconnoitre them perscmally. 
About four in the afternoon, the cwivoy, consisting of 
about sixty siul of diflWent burthens, under charge of 
five lebeqoes, from twenty to thirty gons each, were 
abreast of Europa Point. The privateers, which had 
acconqianied the Childers in the morning, were then 
towing in a prize taken from the midst of their fleet ; 
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and Otej, u well aa the Childera, kept up ft ernart run- 
ning fire on the SpaniBh Commodore ; which was se- 
conded &t the same time from the garrisoii batteries at 
Enropa Point and Europa Advance. The Panther ((ho 
Admiral's ship, with the flag on board), and the Enter. 
prise, were still at anchor ; but at sun-set Sir Thomtui 
Bieh bad permissioD to slip, and the Panther soon after 
got under waj. On the i^pearance of the fr^ate, the 
enemj were confused, and histantlj steered for Ceata. 
The Childera and privateers pnrsDed, followed bj the 
frigate, and soon after hj the Panther. Night was 
now advan<nng apace, and in a abort time we loat 
nght of the ships. A few broadddes now and then, 
gave us hopes that our friends had come up with 
Aem ; and we conld not help flattering ourselvw, 
from the inferior force of the convoj, that daj- 
lij^ would eihibit the majority of them in our possea- 
sion. It) the morning, however, we discovered the 
Admiral, etauding towards the Bay with five or nx 
small prizes, and not one other of the enemj in sight : 
whence we conclnded that they had worked hack to 
thdr own coast, or escaped through the Straits in the 
night, whilst our ships were off Ceuta. We afterwards 
learned, that the squadron wMcb appeared on the 6th, 
was sent to convo; this valuable fleet past Gibraltar, 
lest the British Admiral should intercept than, and 
prevent thrar grand fleet from recdving these ntnch- 
wanted suppliei : but the convoy h^ng by some unfore- 
seen AeUja detained, the Spanish Commodore quitted 
the station on the 6tli. 

Two line-of-battle ships were observed cruinng be- 
hind the rock on the ISth, and at night they went into 
Ceuta. The 16tli, the enemy blocked up the port 
with a squadron of men of war, conastiog of two 
seventy-fcurs, two iKgates, five zebeqnea, and a nnmber 
ofgallies,half-gallies, and armed settees: thejanchor- 

_... Coo>;lc 



SIEGE OF GIBSALTAS. SI 

ed in ^e Baj, off Algeziraa, and bong jndiciontJ; tr? 
ranged, and keeping a vigilant look-out, the garriaon 
became closelj blockaded. This was the first motkia 
of the enemj, that discoTered an; direct intoitioni of 
distreBsiug, or attacking Gibraltar. At night Wat«r. 
port-guard was reinforced with a c^tun and ten pri- 
Tatefl. Till the 18th of tHs month, nothing material 
occurred, nhen a small convoj of settees, &c. arriTed 
at the Orange-grove, laden with military stores, which 
the enein; began soon afterwards to disembark. 

Mr. Logie having prevailed cm the Adnural to grant 
the Btores necessary for repairii^ the Bmperor'a ship, 
and his presence in Barbaiy bemg absolntel; necessarj, 
aa well to procure provisions as to conduct the corre^ 
s^ndence between Great Britain and the garrison ; he 
returned on the 19th, on board a Moorish row-gallej, 
which had arrived from the Emperor with dispatches 
relative to the ship under repair. The galley was in- 
terrupted in her return, bj the enemy's cruisers, and 
detained from seven in the morning, till five in the af- 
ternoon, when she was permitted to [n'ooeed to Tan- 
gier. During the embargo, Mr. Log^e was concealed in 
a small skuttle, down the run of the galley, having pre- 
viously made up the Governor's dispatches, and con- 
certed signals, in a loaf, which was entrusted to a Moor, 
to be delivered at Mr. Logie's house in Tangier, in case 
he himself should be discovered, with an order for the 
Moor to receive a gratmtj if he delivered it safe. 

Early in the morning (jthe 30th, a Pralugnese boat 
arrived with fowls and charcoal from Tangier. Ano- 
ther, attempting to come in, was taken by a half-galley, 
and carried to Algeziras. Sixty pounds of fresh beef 
were delivered, the same day, to each r^^ent, for the 
nse of the officers: the artillery and eng^eers received 
in proportion, and the navy were inolodcd in this dis- 



ea HISTOBY OF THE 

tribution. The following day, orders were issued for 
t^e troops to motmt gutu*d with their hair unpowdered ; 
a circumstance trifling in appearance, but which our 
aitnslion afterwards proved to be of great importance, 
uid which evinced oor Govemor'a great Bttentioii and 
prudent foresight in the management of the stores. 

So superior a naval force as the enemy now had in 
our neighbourhood, alarmed Admiral Duff, who was 
^preheoaive that they would make some attempts on 
the King's ships. Signals were therefore agreed upon 
between the fleet and the garrison, that in case the 
enemy should malie an attacli in the night, the latter 
might afford the ships ever; assistance and protection. 
Three lights in a triangle were fired upon by the navy, 
to distinguish them from the enemy. The 22d, the 
navy manned their boats, and captured a setee, within 
a short instance of the enemy's xebeqnes : she proved of 
little value, but the eiploit reflected great credit on the 
party employed. The same day arrived a boat, with 
cattle, &c. from Tangier. In the course of the 22d, 
several officers, attended by a party of men, were ob- 
served tranng out ground on the plain below St. Roqne, 
apparently for a camp ; and it was remarked, that the 
Wcquelets in the advanced huts on the neutral ground, 
were relieved by r^ular troops. These bEcquelets are 
of the same description with our revenue-officers, and 
were stationed to prevent the smuggling of tobacco from 
the garrison into Sp^. 

A Portuguese boat, with' letters, arrived early in the 
momii^ of the 34th 1 also a schooner, with charcoal 
and iiruit from Tangier. Between 2 and 300 men 
landed the same day, at the Orange-grove, with an in- 
tention, as we conjectured, of taldi^ charge of the stores 
which ttie enemy were disembarking there. The 25th, 
they pitched a tent on the pliun, for the working party 



SIEGE OF GIBBiXTAB. 63 

employed in clearing the gronnd. I sltould htiTe meo- 
tioued, that on the I2th, an Hanoverian sotdier deserted, 
and this day two of the same brigade foHowed hU ex- 
ample. The enemy, the 26th, began lo form a camp 
on the plain below St. Roqae, about half a mile from 
Pmnt Mala, and three miles from the garrison. Hify 
tents were pitched, and a detachment of cavalrf and io- 
fantry soon after took possesuon. The same daj the 
nierim, a Swedish fr%ate, which had been in the Bay 
some weeks before, amred, though opposed by the ene- 
my. The Swedish c^it^n pohtely bnn^t-to on thur 
fini^; a gon ; but being told he most not anchor nnder 
the walls of tiiie garrison, he resumed his course, tellii^ 
them lie most go to Gibraltar, and they should not pre- 
rent turn. Some shots were ezchai^d, but none took 

The Spanish camp h^ng doily reinforced with addi- 
tional regiments of cavalry and infantry, and large par- 
ties bring stiil employed in landing ordnance and mili- 
tary stores at Point Mala, the Governor thought pro- 
per, on the 39th , to establieh the following staff otficers ; 
namely. Captains Valloton, of the 56th repment, — Pat- 
tenon, of the artillery, — Forch, of the 12th regim^it, 
and Evelrigh of the engineers, to be Aide-de-camps to 
himself, as Commander in Chief; Caption Wilson and 
Lieut. Buckeridge, oftheSSthreg^ent, Aide-de-cunps 
to Lieutenaut-^eneral Boyd ; Lieutenant 'Weinzey, of 
the Hanoverian Brigade, Aide-de-camp to Major-gene- 
ral De la Motfe ; Major Hardy, of the 56th repment. 
Quarter- Master general ; Captiuo Horsburgh, of tha 
39th regiment, who was Town-Major, Adjutant- Gene, 
ral i C^itain Burke, of the 58th regiment, Town-Ma- 
jor i and Lieutenant S. Wood, of the 56th regiment. 
Assistant Town- Major. At the same time all tha 
horses, excqit those belonging to field and staff officers. 
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were ordered to be turned out of the garruon, unleu 
the ownerB, on inspection, hod 1000 lb. of feed for each 
horse ; and, to enforce the latter order bj example, the 
Cfoyemor ^ected that one of his own horses should 
be shot. 

In the afternoon of the SOth, one of the enemy'a 
sebeqnes manned her jards, and fired a salute. Im- 
mediate); afterwards we observed she had hoisted a 
Bag at the nuKen top-maat head, instead of a broad 
pendant ; from which ceremony we concluded that the 
naval commandant had been promoted, or that he was 
snperseded b; an admiral. 

In the b^imiing of August, die corps in garrisoa 
were ordered to giro in returns of their best marksmen, 
and also of those men who had ever been employed in 
making iasdnes. Those officers unmarried, or wi&ont 
&mi]iei, who drew dotdile rations for two commissions, 
were ordered at the same time to draw rations only for 
one commission. Two Dutchmen came in, the 2d, 
nnperceived by the enemy's cruisers, laden with rice 
and dried fruits : the rice, and a part of the fruit, the 
Governor purchased, for the use of the troops. The 
enemy's camp by this time was considerably increased, 
and we numbered 26 cannon behind the fort at Point 
Mala. 

& Venetian arrived on the 5th, though fired at hy 
the enemy. She (with Uie Dntcbmen) remained na~ 
longer than was necessary to take on board some of 
the inhabitants, who, apprehenuTe that the garrnson 
would be besieged, thought it eligible to seek an asylum 
in time. Indeed about this time scarcely a boat or 
vessel left the port without being crowded with Jem 
or Genoese, who preferred a residence m Barbary, or 
Portugal, to remiuning in Gibraltar, where the neces* 
saries of hfe became every day more scarce. Early on 



Xoosic 



SIEGE OF GtBRALTAfi. 6S 

the 6th ctuue in a Portuguese schooner, firom Tangier, 
MUh 44 bullocks, 27 she^p, and s few fowls ; and two 
6a,ja following, another arrived with onions, fruit, and 
^gs : the latter brought letters for the Goremor, but 
no news from England. From thia da; nothing ma- 
terial occurred till the 10th, when the enemy's cruisers 
captured a boat belonging to the garrison. 

As aiFairs began to wear a more serious aspect, a 
geueral activity reigned throughout the garrison, pro- 
moted not a little bj the example of the Governor, who 
was usuallf present when the worlimen paraded at 
dawn of day. The engineers were bmulj employed in 
putting the works at Willis's in the best repair, and in 
erertii^ new batteries on the heights of the Nrath 
front. A considerable extent of ground above the 
towB was cleared and levelled, lo encamp the different 
regiments, in case the enemy should fire upon the 
town. Partiea were likewise detached to collect 
shrubs, tic. from the face of the hill, tor fkscines ; and 
the artillery were daily engaged in completing the CK- 
pensB m^Bzines with powder, ranging the different 
ordnance, and preparing every thing for immediate use 
in their department. The navy were not less diligent. 
A new battery for 22 guns was begun in the Navy- 
yard, as a resource in case the enemy's operaUons 
shonld make it necessary to lay up the bhips ; and the 
stores were removed from the New mole to the Navy 
hospital. 

Towards the middle of Angost, the motions of tbe 
enemy were no longer mysterious ; every succeeding 
day confirmed us in the opnion, that Ihdr object was 
to distress the garrison as much as posable. The 
blockade became more strict and severe, their army 
was in force before the place, and their pres^it plan 
seemed to be to reduce Gibraltar by famine. Our 
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•took of proTiaioaa, the; concluded, was small ; and 
thai sqasdrOD, under Admiral Barcelo, who com- 
numded in the Bay, could prevent Kucooura being 
throwniub; nentral vessels ; wbilet their grand fleet, 
muted with that of France, would be siq)en(ii' to any 
whitji Great Britain could equip, in her then critioal 
■ituadon. This scheme, ever; circumstance conndeT' 
ed, was specious ; and, had not the garrison fortonatelj 
recdved a Bupply of [Hrovi^ons, Sic. in April, 1779, the 
troops undonbtedlj would have been redaiied to the 
greatest distress, and the place mi^t probably have 
been in imminent danger, before the Ministry could 
dispatch a fleet to its relief. The situation of the gar- 
rison was becomii^g every day more interesting : only 
jorty head of cattle were now in the place ; and iVom 
the v^ilance of the enemy, there was little prospect of 
coDStant supplies A^m Barbary : two bullocks were or. 
dered, therefore, to be killed d^y for the nae of the 
Rck. The inhabitants had been warned in time to pro- 
vide t^punst the calauutiea which now impended ; the 
standing orders of the gsrrjson specified, tiiat every in- 
habitant, even in time of peace, should have in store six 
months provisions ; yet by tar the greater number had 
noglected this precaution. These imtbrtunate people^ 
as they could not eipect to be supplied from the gar- 
rison stores, were in general, oompelled to seek sobMS. 
tance by quitting the place : some, howevar, were in- 
duced to weather ont the storm, by the property they 
had in the garrison, which was probably thdr all, and 
which they could not remove with themselves. Those 
of this description, on ap[^cation, obtained leave to 
erect wooden huts and sheds at the southward, above 
the Navy hospital, whither they b^an to remove th«r 
valuable effects &c. that they might be secnre bora the 
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MinojHice of the tmemj, m case the tovn should b* 
bombarded. 

tlfteen or eiiteen covered carts, on tha 15th, airiTed 
at &» memj'e ouap, and unloaded timber, planlu, &e. 
at Ih^ lahorator^-tents. Tli^ continued landing 
itores on the beach, which employed a great nnmbor 
of carfs b> CMive; them to tbeir depots i and at night 
we gea&niij oba^red a number of lights, and trequont- 
1; heard a noise like that of man employed on some, la- 
borions du^ ; this might proceed from dra^;ing can- 
non, as we observed, on the 17th, the; had aiumated all 
theetnbrwtires in Fort St. Philip. 

Sarlj on the 17th, tha enem; attempted to cot out a 
polacre, which was aoohored off the Old mole ; but re- 
tired on ft gmi b^i^ flred at tbem from the garrison. 
The small craf}, after this rarcumstance, removed to the 
New mole, as the men of war hod done some time be- 
^H'e. The 18th, in the moiTiing, two parties of work- 
men came from the camp, uid were employed at Forts 
St. Philip uid St. Barbara: covered carts continued 
constantly going from Point Mala to the lahoratory- 
tenis, supposed to be laden with shot. The following 
morning, a Spaoiard came in an open boat to Water- 
pca*t, with onions and fruit, having a pass for Ceuta : 
be was examined by the quarto-muter general, and 
allowed to sell his cargo, and purchase tobacco, but was 
not permitted to iMid : at n^ht he was ordered to re- 
turn, which he did about eight o'clock. He informed us 
the eamp conusted of between 5 and 0000 mea, which 
were to be immediatitly completed to 15,000. The 
20th, the enemy formed a new camp, to the lefr of the 
atone quarry, under the Queen of Spain's Chair : we 
iiuagined it to be intended for the Catalonian troops, 
as they are usually encamped aeparate from the rest of 
the Spanish forces. The same day, our marksmen were 
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embodied into a company of two n 

ccra, and 64 men ; and the comnmnd wks given to Lien- 

tonant Burleigh, of the 39th re^ment. 

The enemy, on the 21st, had more men t^n umul 
employei] in maikiag fogcines : they likewise wore totj 
busy in piling shot, and had a party ai vork in the CO- 
Tert-wa; of Fort St. Philip. A namher of carta daily 
bron^t shot (as we uoagined) to the lines, psrticukii-ly 
to Fort St. Barbara. The 23d, the corps of engineen 
were fcvmed into three diviidons, and serer^ officers 
of the line appointed to join tbem as assistant engineers 
•nd overseers. The »«ne day some experiments were 
made with red-hot ihot i this practice was continued on 
the 25th, when some carcasses were also thrown, and 
much approved. The 27th, we ohserved a fascine-work 
began upon the glacis, north of Fort St. Philip, which 
afterwards proved to be a mortor-batterj. A great 
number of carts continued to he employed in the 
enemy's camp, and vast quantities of stores were con- 
stantly lauding beyond Point Mala. In the course of 
the 30th, the Childers, and an armed schooner, attempt- 
ed to cnt off two half-rallies becalmed in the Bay ; hat 
the enemy's lebeques, gettiiig vndeF way obliged them 
to deust At night upwards of 60 covered carts came 
down to the enemy's lines. 

Prom the time the enemy first appeared encamped 
before the garrison, troops had been contdnnally joifc 
ing them from all quarters. Their camp consisted oF 
two lines (independeut of the Catalonians), extendi)^ 
from Point Mala, in an oblique direc6on, into the 
country, towards the Queen of Spain's Cliair. The 
streets were In a direction nearly parallel to the bottom 
of the Bay. The gnards in their lines and advanced 
posts were, as the camp increased, proporlionably rein- 
forced ; but no act of hostility had yet taken jjace in 
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ibst quarter, though the Govenor continued the gar- 
rison-gnard M the Deril'a tower. Their fort* y/txc 
repaired, and pnt in the best order of defence. Lft- 
boratory-ttaits for the artillerr were pitched in front of 
their camp, and mngriaineg erected for militu'j Btoree, 
which were freqaen% hroi^ht by fleets of email craft, 
convoked by men of war from Cadiz, Malaga, sad 
other ptvts in the nm^bonrhood. 

Op the 5th of September, a, soldier of Hardenborg'a 
deserted from a working party employed in scarping 
the rocb, under the lines. He was fired npon fiom 
WlUii's, but got off. Besides the par^ ei^^ad in 
rendering the lines inaccessible, our engineers were 
daily strengthening them with patiiudes, &c. Tra- 
Tersei were also erected aking the covered way, grand 
battery. Mid line-wall above Waterport, where a ^rong 
bcxnn of masts was laid, from Old-mole head, to the 
foot of Landport glacis. About this time the regi- 
ments began to practise grenade exercise. The day on 
which ^e Hanoreriao deserted, a Moorish galley came 
over from Algemras, where she had been detained ten 
days. The crew reported that the Spanish camp was 
Tery nckly. It is supposed this vessel came to order 
home the ship which had been some time repairing in 
the New mole, aa the foUowing day both of them left 
the garrison for Tangiv : a xebeque -however speak- 
ing them off Cabrita Piunt, the Moors were conducted 
to the Spanish Adnural. 

The enemy's workmen in the lines !4>peBred at this 
time to be about 500. They were principally engaged 
in filling np with sand the north part of the ditch of 
Fort St. Philip, completing the mortar-battery before 
mtadoaed, and raising the crest of the glacis of thdr 
Hon in different 'places. From the noise often beard 
durii^ the night, and the number of light* seen, w« 
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jodgod that the; worked withont intermisuon. Two 
waggooa, drawn each by twelve mulea or horses, ar- 
ri*ed at the lines on the 8th, which we conjectured 
I^onght fired ammuTution. The Llth^ we obserred 
that thej bad begun seTeral fascine-works on the crest 
of their lines, apparently for raortar-batteries ; and 
had rused several traverses for the protection of their 
gnard-houses. W a^ons and carta cimtinned bringing 
fascines and other materials to the Hues from the oatnp. 
The same day, a row-boat, fitted out by the Jews, 
broi^ht in a Dutch dogger laden with wheat : a very 
Taluabtc snpply in our situation. 

The operations of the enemy now began to engage 
our attention. They had been permitted to pass and 
repass unmolested for some time ; but the Governor 
did not think it prudent to allow them lo proceed any 
longer with impunity. A council of war was conse- 
quently Eumraoned on the 11th, to confer on the mea- 
sures to be pursued. The council consisted of the 
fbllowing officers: the Govemor ; the Ueutenant- 
govemoTi Tice-admiral Duff; Major-general De la 
Motte ; Colonels Ross, Green, and Godwin ; with Sir 
Thomas Rich, Bart. In the evening it was reported 
that ^eir opinion was, not to open on the enemy, whilst 
they continued within their lines : but this rumour waa 
only propagated to deceive the garrison ; for on the 
succeeding uionung, being Sunday the 12th of Septem- 
ber, the artillery officers were ordered to tlie batteries 
on the heights ; and the Devil's tower giuffd b«ng 
withdrawn, the Governor opened on the enemy from 
Green's lodge, (a battery made since the blockade com- 
menced) Willis's, and Queen Charlotte's batteries. 
Thdr advanced guards in the Micquelet huts, and in 
the stone guard-houses, were in a short time compelled 
to retire, and the workmen assembled in the lines ob. 
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liged to disperse. The covered wagf^iu returned to 
the camp withoat depositing their ladii^ ; and lo ge- 
neral a panic seized the enom; at this unexpected at- 
taclc, that their caralrf galloped off towarda the camp, 
and foriome hoars scarce a person was to be seen with- 
in the rai^e of oar guns. The forti vere too distant 
to be materially damaged ; and the Govcmor'a inten- 
tion b^g onl; to disturb their workmen, the firing af- 
ter a few hours slackened, and a shot wa« only dis- 
charged aa the enemy presented ttiemselves. A brass 
gun in the Queen's battery (WiUb's) run with eight 
rounds. 

The mortar-batteries that had been discorered in the 
enemy's lines, some few days previous to our firing, had 
caused no small alarm amongst the inhabitants : those 
therefore, who bad hnts in Hardy town at the sottth- 
ward, immediately removed thtnr most valuable effects, 
fVllly convinced that the Spaniards at night would return 
the fire. 

That the duty of the batteries might be performed 
with spirit, in case the enemy persisted in carrying on 
then- worlra, a C^tun, three subalterns, and 52 men 
of the artillery, were ordered to take in charge Green's 
lodge, Willis's, and other batteries on the hdghts. 
The firing was continued the subsequent days, as cir- 
cumstances directed. The 16th, our artillery made 
three attempts to reach the enemy's laboratory-tents, 
or artiUery-park (as henceforward they will be called), 
firom a ses-mortar at Williii's. The first uid second 
shell burst immediately on leaving the mortar ; the third 
went its range, but fell a little short of the fascine-park. 
The artillery at tbis period nsed the old shells, the Aisca 
of which were in general faulty ; andthis was thecause 
that the eip^ment did not answer on the first and se- 
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cond trials. We observed, the Bama day, that the 
Spaidftnb hod pitched some additional tents a little be- 
yond Point ftbJB ! they also began to erect a pier, or 

wharf, for the convenienoe of lnTn<ing thidr stores and 

Whilst the OoTemor kept a Tatchiul eye on the a)«- 
my's operations, molesting th^ vorkmen as mncb as 
possible fi^ni Willis's; proper precautions were taken 
in the town, to render a bombardment less distres^ng, 
in case they retaliated, which, indeed, their preparations 
gmfe us reason to think, woold not be long deferred. 
Th6 pavement of the streets, in the north part of the 
town, was ploughed up ; the towers of the most con- 
■[Nenoas buildii^ were taken down, and traverses 
raised in different places, to render the commmiications 
more secure. Ths enemy appeared to bMT our fire 
very patiently in their lines : their parties continued 
Working on the mortar-batteries : the stone sentry-boxea 
were pulled down, atid the guard-houses nnroofed : a 
boyan, or covered way, was likewise begun, to make a 
safe communication fivm the lines to their camp. 

Oiu' firing was still continued ; but theu" parties were 
at too considerable a distance (being near a mile) to he 
materially annoyed by our shot ; and the works bring 
Borronnded with sand, the lat^e shells snnk bo deep, 
that the splinters seldom rose to the surfiu^e. An ex- 
periment was therefore recommended by C^itiun 
Mercier, of the 3Bth regiment ; namely, to fire 
out of gHBs, 5^ inch shells, with short ftises: which 
were tried on the 25th, and found to answer extremely 
well. These small shells, according to Capt. Menaer's 
method, were dispatched with such precision, and the 
fiiaes calculated to such exactness, that the shell often 
bnrst over their heads, and wounded them befbre they 
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could get under cover. This mode* of annofuiee wu 
eligible on serend other ftoconnta. Leu powder wu 
awd, ftud the enemy were more seriously molested i the 
former was an adnntage of no •mall consequence, since 
it enabled the Governor to reserve, at Uiispmod, what 
might be ^vbabl; expended to the greater benefit of 
Iha service on some future occarion. It will also ao- 
cotmt for the extraordlntTy nnmbv of ihella which, the 
reader will observe in the Appendix, were discharged 
from the garrison. 

Id the aAemoon of the 26th, a soldier of the 78d 
raiment deserted from a working partj out at Land* 
port. He took refuge behind one of the Micquelet 
huts, and, notwithstanding our eDdeavowa to dislodge 
hJTQ , remained there till night, when it is imagined he 
proceeded to the lines. Our firing was now very trifl- 
ing. The enemy continued making additions to their 
boyau, and the worlcs to the lines ; but the latter were 
diieAy done in the night. Indeed, since our firing, 
their operations within onr reach had been principally 
carried on during the night, at wMch time, or very late 
in the evening, they also relieved tiuai guards. 

In the beginnii^f of Ootober, tike enemy's army, ac- 
cording to our intelligence, oonNsted of sixteen batta- 
lians of infantrj, and twelve squadrons of horse, which, 
if the r^^iments were complete, would amount to aboat 
14,000 men. Lieutenant-general Don Mar&i Alvarez 
de Sola Mayor was commander in chief. We con- 
tinned our Are, varying as objects presented them. 

The great command we had over the enemy's opera- 
tions from Green's lodge, induced the engineers to 

• The enemy, we were informed, attempted this prao- 
tiee, but neyer could bring it ^o perfection. 
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OMHint «tUl lugbo', «od endeaToor to erect »battei7 on 
tlw smniiut of the nortbern front : a place therefbr« 
WM levelled, aad a road for wheeled earriagKB begun 
ftt Wddle-hilL The 4th, a wddier of the Mth attempt. 
•d to deMrt from Middl»-)ull guard, but wm daehed to 
laeces in hia deicent. The artillery were ton ImpatieDt to 
have a gnu tuoaated ou the Runmit of the rMk, to wut 
till the new road waa finished ; the; acoordiDgl; deter* 
mined to drag a twen^-fonr-pounder np the steep 
craggy face of the rock ; and in a few daje, with great 
difficulty and prodipoua exertioni, fliey were so enc- 
oessfnl ea to get it to the top. The Hb, a party oftha 
navy attempted to out off two Spmi^ potacree, be- 
calmed between Algemraa and their camp. Oar eea- 
mea siuritedly boaided one, and we on their retiira 
with the other, when two galhes from Point lifcda gare 
chase, Dulntaining a smart and well-directed fire aa 
they advanced; end g^ned lO ctmnderably on the 
prices, that the captora were relnctantly obliged to 
quit them, uid betalce themselves to their boats. Th« 
Cbilders sloop of war was ordoed out, to ^otect tbem, 
and fortunately was in time to atop the progress of the 
gallies. The tiller of one of otv barges was carried 
away by a shot, but no other damage was reocdved. 

The plattbrm oo the eummit of the rode was com- 
pleted on the 12th ; and, the g^ beijig monnted, dM 
succeeding day we saluted the enemy's forts with a few 
rounds of shot and shelb. This gnn was mounted on 
atraverUDg carriage, and was diatii^pubed by tha 
name of the Rock-gun. From that post we had near^ 
a bird's-ejB view of the enemy's lines, and, with the 
assistance of glasses, could distinctly ohsare every 
operation in their camp. In the aAemoon of the 1 6tb, 
a servant of Mr. Daviee (the agent-victnaller of the 
garrison), under pretence of looking for a strayed 



SIEOE OF aiBBALTAS. 76 

goat, obtained leave to paw LiBd-port barrier, wad'iii»> 
mediatelj went over to tho enemy. The deBtrHaa of 
thu msJi gare as some conMni, aa probohlj, to ensnrs 
■ &voarBble receptitm, be might have taken witii him 
«MDe m^noranduiiiB of the state of onr proTiuoni. 

Tbe enemy's paiiieB had not been remarkably actiTe 
in thabc^nningof themontfa; bnt iJioiit tfas 17th wid 
IStb, their workmen in tbe linaa, were more nomsroiu 
than uaual, which produced a more ammated fire from 
our batteries. Aa our artillery bj tUi time ware an- 
eoBtoined to fire from beigbts, the small shot did ood- 
■iderable execution, aantmgst thdr workmen, many of 
whom we observed, were carried off. On the evemnjf 
of the Iffth, Uie Governor was at Willia'i, to lee an 
experimeDtofaU^itbaU,iDTentedby Idsiit. Whitham, 
of the artillery. It was made of letid, and, when Med 
withGoiiq)o«itioD,w^^edU lb 10 oe. This ball, wHh 
4 lb. of powder, was fired, at six degreea of elevatioD, 
out of a durty-two-poonder, upon tiia glacis uf their 
Hnes : it burnt well ; and the experiment would havs 
been repeated, bad not a thick fog suddenly arisen. 
The Governor wasat Willis's the snceeedii^ morning, 
to see a second ; when, the ft^ being totally dispersed, 
the light b^ answered his elcpectadon. The enemy, 
dnring the u^bt, had been uneommonly mnsy ; but 
when the light balls were fired, no pardea were diaoo- 
vored at work. Nevertheless, at day-break, to our 
great surprise, we <AserTed S5 Mnbrasures opened in 
thOT lilies, forming tbree batteries t two of 14 each, 
bearing on our Hnes and Willis's, sod one of seven, 1^ 
parently frar the Town and Waterport. They were 
cot through the pan^et ofthi^glai^ and ritnated be- 
tweoithebarrierof the lines and Fort St. Philip. Tbe 
embrasures were all masked, and many of the merlons 
were in an unfinietked state : the Governor ordered the 
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artllBry to direct their fire on these workB, and on th« 
Mven-gnn battery in particidor, where the; bod a party 
finuhiug what was left imperflsct in the n^ht.* In th« 
afternoon, a Venetian vu brought-lo by a gun from 
Enropa, and came in ; two gallies attemptod (o oat her 
off, but in vain. 

Our workmen now became exeeedinj;!; diligent ; new 
oommnnicstioni and works were nuBed in the lines, 
which were reinforced at night, with a subaltern and 
4S men ; the alarm-posts of the regiments were bIki 
changed, and other arrangements took place. On the 
inght of the 30tii, we imagined, from the noise in the 
enemy's lines, that thdr carpenters were platforming 
the new batteries, the merlons of which they had cased 
■ad c^iped with &aeine8. Their boysu now extended 
from the frsdne-park, almoettothe barrier of the lines. 
The 2Sd, a prize iicttee, laden with rice, was sent in 
from the eastward : she was taken by a privateer, be. 
longing to Mr. Anderson, of the garrison, the Captain 
of which thought the cargo would be uaefol to the in- 
h^itants ; and mdeed this supply woe truly seisonsble. 
No vessel or boat had arrived for mx weeka (ezceptii^ 
tile Venetdan, im the 20tli instant^ and every article in 
the garrison began to sell at a most exorbitant price : 
this trifling addition of provisions was therefore welt 
reodved by the miserable Jews and Genoese, though 
the rice s(dd fbr 3i dollan, 6 reals per cwt., which, at 
40d. stnUi^ the dollar, is L.3. 12g. 6d. 

The enemy's artillery, on the 26fb, decamped from 
their old ground, before the right wing of their front 

* Prom the dlManoe of these ItBtteries, we did not ima- 
ipne they would ever materially injure the prHson ; but 
It of 1781, oniTiaeed ui of 
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line, and took post near the Cntaloiiiaiu, irbere tbsj 
were reinforced witb a detachment that had Istel; joined. 
The followii^ night, the Dutch dogger, vrMch had 
broti^t us the Bnppl; of wheat some weeks before, 
sailed for Malaga: she took 79 Genoese and Spanish 
passengers. The next daj our artiller; got up to bCd- 
dle-hill two twent^f-four poonders, to be in readiness 
for a new battery, which was erecting below the Rock- 
gnn. Another twen^-four pounder was taken to the 
same place, on the morning of the 26th. Our firing 
stiU oontinned, as the enemj's psrties were diulf brii^- 
ing down timber and other materials for th^ new bat- 

The 30th, an English privateer, called the Peace 

and Plenty, 18 six-pounders, M'Kenzie, master, 

attempting to get in from Oie eastward, ran ashore, 
balf-way between Fort Barbara and the Devil's tower. 
Some of the crew came on shore on the nentral 
ground; the remaiader, witb tile master, were brought 
off b; the Adnural's boats ! and on the ni^t of the 
Slst, she was bontt. As there was something exlra- 
ordinarj and unaccountable in the cjrcnmstances at- 
tending the loss of this vessel, I cannot redst the temp- 
tation of relating them more at large. In the mom- 
ii^, she was hearing down, nnder a fine sul and lead- 
ing wind, for Europa advance-guard, as two lebeques 
were oruisii^ off Europa Point. One of the lebeques, 
about nine, got within shot of her : a few rounds were 
eichanged, and the privateer was ^iparentlj resolved 
to fight her way in ; but on a sndden she altered her 
course, and ran ashore under the enemy's guns, about 
4 or 500 yards from the garrison. The boatswun was 
killed, and several others wounded from thefori^ befora 
our boats arrived to thtor reUef. 
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TorardadtecoiMladonof demontti, the amalLpox 
waa ditcorered in the gairiicpii, Mncngit the Jews, 
The Oorenior, aj^ireheDsiTs that it migbt spread 
amoi^st the troops, and be sttraded with daogeroos 
conseqiiMHMe, ordered thiM« who h»d nerer been af. 
ftoted with that diiorder, to be qvartered at the aonth- 
ward, till the infectioD iheold diB^)pear ; aod everf 
pnetBlioa was tak«i to jH^rent its commnmcating. 
bi the evening «f tii« Slat, the new baHerj' below tiie 
Soolt-gnn wai finished : it mounted four twentj-foor. 
ponndon, and wa« c^ed the Rojal battery. 

Nairember wai not introdnoed by anj remarkable 
event. The fire f^om our batteries was variable, as 
tiieir workman were employed. Consider^Ie deposits 
of Aacines, with planlcs and pieces of timber, were 
formed in the Spanish lines ; and other parte of their 
^aeis were raised with fikselnes and eand for additional 
mcniar'batteriex. The 3d, the enemy began to form 
merlons at Port Tonar^ on the eastern shore, which, 
joined whh die drcnmetances of thnr erecting two 
ftsdne-batttiiM on the beaoh, between Fort St. Philip 
and Ptnnt Mala, and one near the magvdoe at the 
Omgt-^ronre, gave us reason to suppose that they 
eiq)ected a fleet in their neighbomrhood. Few work- 
men were at tUs time to be seen in thdr Enea ; apar^ 
was trimmin; np the boyav ; and numbers were em- 
plt^ed about Ibe landing-place io ^eiiibarhlng stores j 
which appeared to be their chief employment. 

Provisions of every kind were now becomii^ VOTy 
•earee and exorbitantly dear in the garrison ; motion 
St. and 3s. 6d. per pound ; veal 4t. poric 2s. and 2s. 
M. a pig's head IBs. ducks from lis. to I8s. a couple ; 
and a goose, a guinea. I^h was equally high, and 
vegetables were with difficult to be got for any mo- 
ney ; but bread, the great easential of life and health, 

„, ... „Coo>;lc 



SIEGE OP QIBBALTAB. TQ 

wu dbeartida most wanted, tttntibaot thl«p«rk»d 
Qwt the GoremoF made tiiel what qoantit; of lica 
would mflSee a ongle peraon for twenty-fbor htnm. 
Bid ACtiukUf lived bimaelf nght Aa.ji od f onr onocw of 
riee per day : bnt this im^ portion wonld be &r 
from mnfliinent for & vorfchig nun k^ contimiallj 
■mployed, and in a cHmate whare Ott heat necesMrilj 
denaiMU rerj re&Mhing nonriAment to anpptnt natortt 
under faiigne. 

Two deserten came in, with their arau, on the night 
of die 11th. The; beloi^ed to the WaSoon gnnrda, a 
OMp* in Hie Spanish serrice, eonpoaad ^iocipaUj, if 
not eolirelf, of toriigaen. The fdbwing morning 
thef w»« oondncted to Willii's, whence tbej iiad a 
riewof thaeiMBij'i worlu, wfai^tbc^defcribedto the 
OownoF. The Spanish arm; w«re nnidcr anna on 
the IStfa, in the front of tbnr eanqt, and wwe dinmaaad 
bj corps aa the Qeneral paned. 

The 14th, arrtred the Bnek cutter, privateeT, C^ 
tuD Fo^, cariTing twentj-fonr mna-ponndera. The 
afatlitiee and braTerr of a Bntish uilor were ao mi- 
nend; compidunu in the Captatn't eoaduct prevtou* 
to hii arriTnl, that ctcq our enemiei could not help be. 
itowing Ml him the anoomimn* to whii^ hii merit entitled 
him. About dgfat in the morning, the privateer waa 
diacoTM'ed in die Gut, Miih a wettirlj breaae. The 
omial ngnalfnr tewog an enemy waa made b; the Spao- 
iarda at Cahrita Point ; and Admiral Barcelo, widi a 
^ip of the line, one of fiftj gtm^, a frigate of fbrtf, 
two xebeqoea, a settee of foorteen gana, with half-g^ 
lie*, &e. tie. to the number of twent;.«ne, got under 
way to iotero^ her. On the ftrit tdarm a xabeqoe at 
anehor off Cabrita had weighed, and stood out into the 
Struts ; the cutter nevertheleas continued her oonne t 
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but obMrving the whole Spanbh squadroo tumii^ the 
Ptrint, she Boddenl; tacked, uid stood towards the Bar- 
harj shore : the iBbeqaea, fiigiite, and Ughter vessels 
punned, but were carried down to leeward by the ir- 
reiutible ra{adi^ of the current, whilst the cutter in « 
greatdcgree mabitained her station. As it may tqipear 
Tery eitraordiDarj to readers unacquainted with nan- 
tioal affairs, that the prirateer should not be eqaallj' 
affected bj the current, it ma; be necessary to infbnn 
them, that acutter, or any vessel rigged in tlie same man- 
ner, from the formation of her sulSjCan go somep<nnta 
nearerthewindthanasquare-rigged vessel, which advan- 
tage, on this occasion, enabled Captain Fagg to tium 
better to windward, bj stemmii^ the current, whilst the 
Spaniards, by opposing their broadsides, were carried 
awaj to the eastward. But, to resume the narrative ; 
Baroelo, who had Ms fiag on board the seventy-four, 
was the last in the chase, and, perceiving his squadron 
driving to leeward, prudently returned to the Pcunt, to 
be in readiness to intercept her in the Bay. The fifty 
gnn ship also laid her head to the current, and kee}ung 
that position, drove very little in comparison with her 
friends. Aftiijrs were thus situated when Captain Fagg, 
persuaded that the dang» was over, boldly steered for 
the garrison. The fil^-gun ship endeavoured to cut 
her off from the eastward, but was compelled to retire 
bj oar batteries at Enropa: and Bsrcelo got nndw 
way to interc^ her fi^m the Point ; but finding his 
eflbrts ineffectual, he was obliged to haul his wind, and 
giving her two irr^ular broadsides, of grape and round, 
followed his unsaccessftd squadron to (he eastward. 
The cutter insultingly returned the Spanish Admiral's 
Are with her stern-chace, and soon afler anchored un- 
der our guns. 
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The eipecUUoiu of the troopa and inhabitants, vho 
were spectitors of the action, had been raised to the 
highest pitch : few doubted but she was a King's ves- 
sel; and as DO intelligence had heen Fec^ved Jrom Eng- 
land for man; weeks, their flattering fancies punted 
hsr the messenger of good news ; probablj, the forB- 
numer of a fleet to their relief. Bat what was thcdr 
despondenc7 and disappointment, when the; were in- 
formed that she was onlj a privateer, hod been a con- 
siderable timBatBeB,andputinfor provisions. Tboi^ih 
our condition in the victualting-office hecome weekly 
more and more serious, jet the GovMr&or generooslj 
promised Captain Fagg assistance. What indeed could 
be refused to a man hj whose manoeoTTM the Pari wa* 
once more open, and the Baj and Straits again under 
the command of a BriUsb Admiral ? Only two or 
three half-gallies returned to Cabrita Point ; the rest 
of their squadron were driven far to leeward of the 
Kock. 

Assuming the liberty of a short digression in this 
place, it maj be necessarj to inform the reader of the 
extent and breadth of the Straits of Gibraltar, and ac- 
quaint him, at the some time, with the opinions of dif- 
ferent writers concerning the perpetual current that 
Bets into the Mediterranean Sea, from the great Atlan- 
tic Ocean, which has so long engi^ied the attention of 
many celebrated natural philoBopho-s. 

The Straits of Gibraltar (formerly known by the name 
of the Herculean Struts) ore about twelve leagues in 
extent, from Cape Spartel to Cent* Point, on the Af 
rican coast; and trom Cape Trafalgar to Europa Poin', 
on the coast of Spun. At the western entrance, they 
are in breadth abont eight lei^es, but diminish consi- 
derably about the middle, opposite Tarifa (a small fish- 
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ing-town on die Spai^ih cout, originally a place of 
great conaeqneDce and strei^th), though the; widen 
again betveen Gibraltar and Ceuta, where the; ore 
abont fire leagnes broad. 

PhiloK^ers who bare coimnankated Aeir senti- 
menta on the extroordinarj phenomenon of a constant 
current, differ widely in accounting for the dispomtion 
of that continQalinflaz of watera, wfai<^ it is natural 
to mppoae, would, without some consumption or re- 
turn, toon overflow the boundariet of tiie Mediterranean 
Sea. The late ingenious Dr. Halle; wa« of ofdnion 
dtatthis perpetual supply of water from the vast 
Atlantic Ocean was intended b; nature to recruit what 
WM daily exhaled in vapour : otiien agun think, the 
waters that roll in with the centre current are returned 
by two counter-streams, along the AJncan and Spanish 
shores. That there are two eonnter-atreaniB, ia without 
doubt ; but thwr r^dity and breadth bear little pro^ 
pordon to the principal current. A third class suppose 
a eouDter-cnrront bentfUh, and of equal strei^tb with 
the iqiper stream ; and Una opiidon appears confirmed 
by a circumstance related b; Colonel James, in hia de- 
(cription of the Herculean Straits, of al>ulchshipbein(f 
gimk in action by a French privateer, off Tarilk, which 
some time afterwards was cast np near Tangier, four 
leagues to the westward of the place where she disap- 
peared, and directiy against the upper current. This 
hypothesis rec^rea also additional support from the re- 
peated disaj^Miintments which have been experienced 
by many naval officers, in attempting to sound the depth 
c^ the Straits with the longest lines : for the opposition 
between the currents might carry the tine in such di- 
rections as to defeat die intention of dus eiperiment. 

Thtae facts seem strongly to indicate s 
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to the Westward ; ithich, though it may not be m n^nd 
as the iqiper stream, ;et, with the asustance of the cur- 
rent* along the Spanish and Borbar; shores, and the 
necessarj ezb(dAtu>ns, ma; accouat toe the Mediter- 
ranean Sea never increasii^; b; the constant snppl; re- 
ceived from the Atlantic Ooean. The rapidity of the 
superior cvrrent rendera the pastage Irom the Medher- 
raneon to the westward ¥(07 precarious and imcertAin, 
as shipf never can stem the stream without a brisk Le- 
vanter, or eastorlj wind. Vessels therefore, are oflen 
detuned weeks, and sometimes raontlu, waiting for a 
favourable breeze ; in which ease the; find a e<»a&rt- 
able birth in the Ba; of Oibralfsr To retnm to m; 



Two frigates, on the night of the 14di, joined the 
eaoBj's small cnA in the Ba;, from the west. It was 
thoi^ht, from some preparations that were made on 
board onr mea of war the succeeding evening, that Ad- 
miral Duff intended an att^npt to cut ont (v destro; 
these ships : a conndl was held in the navy, and the 
practicabili^ of such an enterprise, debated ; but no- 
thing was done- 

Tbe Ba; bdng again open, the night of the llKh, A 
Moorish settee came in, with 39 bullocks, and a fW 
sheep : the tenaer were so weak and poor, that man; 
of them died on the beachassoonas the; were landed t 
the; were, however, a most acceptable suppl;. The 
patron infbmied us, that a vessel had sailed, the pre- 
ceding night, for the Garrison, with 40 bullocks, fiO 
sheep, and 30 goats ; which we imaged was token b; 
the gallies at the Point. The following day, a Swede 
stood in for the Garrison, vWx a signal at her fore-top 
gallant mast-head, b; which she was known to be laden 
with provi^ons, and conngned to an inhabitant. Off 
the Ptnnt die was boarded by a row-boat, and conducted 
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iminediatd; to Algebras. The 33d, the GoTAmor 
proportioiied the fuel to the officera. Thia arlicte wm 
uow become Bcarce uid importaiit. The co&U in the 
Garrison were few ; what fuel, therefore, was issued 
at thia period, vm wood from ehipa boo^rt b; Oav^n- 
ment, and broken up for that purpose, but which had 
Ki BtroDg1;r imbibed the salt water, thht it was with the 
utmost difficulty we oould raske it take fire. 

A Biaall boat airiTed on the 24th, with a packet A-om 
Mr. liogie : this packet was lauded at Mogadore, in 
South Barbary, by the Fortune sloop of war. Captain 
Sqiures. If I rightlj recollect, it was upon ^is ocoa- 
Bon that die following sncceasM stratagem was effect- 
ed, through the fidelity of a Moor entrusted by Mr. 
Logie to carry the dispatches to that part of the coast, 
whence, to prevent interception, he thought it prudent 
to send them to Gibraltar. The Spaniards, acqoiunted 
with the importance of these diapatches, wished to pre- 
Tent them coming to our hands ; and accordingly offer- 
«>d a thousand Cobs (aboot L.225. sterl.) io the Moor, 
to induce him to betray his trust, and pretend he had 
been robbed on his way to the coast. The &ithful 
Moor immediately acqnunted the Consul with the of- 
fer, who directed lum to promise that he would com- 
ply. In the interval, Mr. L<^e prepared fUse dis- 
patchea, in cyphers, rigned and dated tiiem St. James's, 
and affixed a seal from the cover of a letter of Lord 
HiUborough's to himself; these were inclosed as us- 
ual, Mid directed to Genwal Eliott. The Mow re- 
ceived part of the bribe, and delivered up the flctitioas 
packet ; Mr. Logie on his return iqtpeared much dis- 
tressed by the aoddent, and the next evening sent the 
real dispatches to Gibraltar. 

The wind reerii^ roond to the southward, on the 
26th, Admiral Barcclo return^nl IVom Ceuta to his old 
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anchorage off A^euras, and the port again bec&me 
doaely blockaded. A deserter came in, the morning 
of the 30th, from the lines ; he belonged to the Wal- 
loon p^oards : and abont five in the afternoon, another 
Walloon deserted to na. They fired several muskets 
at the Utter, and he turned about and returned the 
shot ; three horsemen then pursued him, but were dri- 
ven back by our artillery. After first g^.fire, two 
more came in, of the same corps. 

The enemy's operations continued to be confined to 
the completion of their batteries, and the finishing of 
th^ boyau. In their camp we observed them busily 
employed in erecting huts for the accommodation of 
their troc^ against the winter rains, which now had 
began to set in. On the lAber band, the Governor 
made every necessary addition to the worlis. Water- 
port covert-way was doubly palisaded, and a battery for 
three guis erected on the Quay ; a work of masonry, 
to mount two guns, was boilt at IU$^;ed-staff ; and 
traverses of casks and earth were rusad ou the differ- 
ent roads, on the nurth front, to secure the commnni- 
cations. Some in)}«ovements were also made in the 
batteries and works at Europa. 

December commenced with the capture of a Genoese 
polacra, becalmed off Eoropa. Our sailors found 
about L.220 in money on board, with some letters, 
from which we learned that the enemy sustained some 
loss in the lines firom our fire. The 4th, the enemy 
beat a parley, and sent in a mule (belonging to Colonel 
Green, the chief ent^eer) which had strayed to their 
lines i an instance of pohtenms which we did not ex- 
pect. The 6th, another deserter came in ; he was 
pursued, bat we protected liim. The Bobseqnent day 
we observed several men about the western and eastern 
advanced stone guard-houses, who we imagined were 
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poBted there to prerent deeartioii. Our artillery en- 
deBTOnred to dislodga them with round shot, but did 
not succeed. The 10th, the enem;r lired eereral 
roundB, from Fort St. Philip, at our fishing-boats ia 
the Bay. Four soldiers of De ia Motte's regiment, 
qnertered on Windmill-hill, attempted on the 13th to 
desert: search wm however immediately made for 
them, and two were retaken. Those who escaped 
were supposed to have got down by a rope ladder, left 
by the party employed in cutting brush-wood fbr fk- 
■cines. The next day another of the enemy endea- 
voured to come ov«r to ns, bat, hang purmed by two 
horsemen, was cut down and secured. One of the 
horses beloDfcing to the pursuers was killed by our fire, 
and the rid^ much bruised with the &tl. The snc- 
ceediug d^, this tmfortunate man was executed on a 
new gt^ws, erected near their artill«ry-paTk, and the 
body, aooordii^ to custom, htn^ till sun-set. 

The Governor, on the 19th, ordered tiiat no gnns 
should be fired irom the gsrrison at the enemy's ship- 
ping, if the distance required more than 6* elevation ; 
except when ships were channg, or engaged. On the 
20th, the Buck, having refitted, sailed on a cruise to 
the eastward. We were afterwwds informed that she 
unfortunately fell in with a Preoch frigate, which, aftw 
a few broadsides, captured the Bu^ ; but before she 
could be got into port, she sunk from tiie damage re- 
ceived in the action. On tbo n^t of -fiie S6thi wo 
had a most violent storm of rain, tii& dreadful thunder 
and lightning. The snooeeding morning a vast quan- 
tity of wood, cork, 6k. was floatii^ tmder onr walls : 
the rain had washed it from the banks of die Palmones 
and Gusdsrftnqne, and it was wafted by the wind over 
to oar ude of the Bay. Fuel had loDg been a scarce 
article: ttas supply was therefore conridered as a 
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tniracnlom iuteiference of Providenoe in our fa- 

The eneis;, the 27th, fired four guns from Fort St. 
Philip : one of the shot Btruck the extreroitj of Prince'B 
hues. Whether these were fired to frighten our 
fishermen, who were dragging their nets near the for- 
tber gardens, wilhout Laedport, or oalj as en experi- 
moit, we could not Bay, as the; iinmediatel; ceased on 
our returning the fire from Willia'i. The daj follow- 
iog came in three deserters ; and the same morning 
the Ylj packet-boat arrived from Tangier, with 40 
goale, fowls and ^gs, but no mail : this cargo, thoi^h 
trifling, was highly acceptable. The deserters iofurm- 
ed us that the enemy were dmort orerflowed in their 
lines, from the late excessive rains ; in some places, 
particularly near the new batteries, the water was two 
and three feet de^ ; and th^ efibrts to drain it off 
had hitherto been ineffectual. The 28th, a soldier of 
Hardenberg'a deserted down the back of the rock. 

January i760, did not comidence with any very in- 
teresting events. A squadron of men of war passed 
through to the west on the Sd ; it being haEy, we eoold 
not distiogiiiib of what nation they were ; but many 
thought them Spaniards frvm Carthagena, On the 
eveoisg of the 5th, a fire broke out in the enemy's 
camp, which, we afterwards learned, destroyed four 
officers' marquees, and six or seren huts. The follow- 
ing day, after gun-fire, two Walloons deserted to as ; 
they Iwought information that upwards of forty mor- 
tars were mounted in the lines, and that all their bat- 
teries were completed with cannon. 

A Neapolitan polacre was luckily driven under our 
gons on the Sth, and d>liged to come in. On board 
we found about 6000 bueheli of barley, a cargo (cir- 
cumstanced as we were) of inestimable value. The 
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bakers h>d long been limited to the tjuantit; of bread 
dail; to hn issued to the inhabilants, and sentries were 
placed at the wickets where it was delivered, to pre- 
vent confusion and riot. The strongest nerertheless 
had the advantage ; so that namberB of women, chil. 
dren, and Injirm persons, Tetumed to their miserable 
habitations, frequently without tasting, for some days, 
that chief, and perhaps necessaiy support of life. The 
inhabitants were not the only anfferers in this scene of 
distress i many officers and soldiers had familiea to 
support out of the pittance received from the victual- 
ling-office. A soldier, with his wife and three children, 
would inavitahly have been starved to deaOi, had not 
the generous contribution of bis corps rcUered his fami- 
ly : one woman actually died through want ; and many 
were so enfediled, that it was not without great atten- 
tion they recovered : thisties, dandelion, wild leeks, 810. 
were for some time the duly nourishment of numbers. 
Few supplies arriving from Barbary, and there appear- 
ing little prospect of relief from England, famine be- 
gan to present itself with its attendant horrors : had 
there been a glimmering hope of assistance fr^mi home^ 
it would have enabled many to support themselves nn- 
der this accumnlatioQ of ^stress ; but, alas I we seem- 
ed entirely abandoned to our fortune. 

Not only bread, but every article necessary to the 
support of life, was hard to be procured, and only to 
be purchased at exorbitant prices. Veal, mutt«n, and 
beef, sold frum two shillii^ and sixpence, to four 
shillings per pound ; fr^sh pork, from two to three 
shillings; salt beef uidpork, one shilling and three- 
pence per pound : fowls, eighteen shiUings per couple ; 
ducks, a guinea ; tire-wood, five shillings per hundred 
weight i a pint of milk and water, one shillii^ and 
threepence. VegefaHJes were extremely scarce ; a 
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nuaU cabbage cost one shilliiig wid liipence, and a 
SDudl banch of the outward laaveB sold for fiTepence : 
Iriih butter, two sbillingB and riipsnce per pound ; 
eggs, dqience each; and candles, two shilUi^ and 
siip«nce per poond. The best flith wai most eior* 
tntantl; dear, conndering on what terms the garriBon 
had been formerlj sn^tlied. It is natural to enppose, 
froiD the rock beii^ ^most snrrmmded with the sea, 
that we Hhoald have a somitBiit resource in this article ; 
the contrarj was however the case : our fiahermen 
were foreigners, and being under no regulation, th^ 
exacted, bj degrees, most eitraTsgant sums for what 
some months before we should have relbsed with dis- 
gust 

This eitreme seardty of provisions, it may well be 
iougined, could not fiul to eivcise the invention ot 
indiridaals. A nngnlar mode of hatching chiokens 
was aibont this time inccessfiillypntctijed bj the Hano- 
verians ; and, aa it may be acceptable to some readers, 
the process, as communicated by a friend, is here in- 
serted. The ^gs were placed, with some cotton, 
wool, or other warm substance, in a tin case of such 
coostmctioD as to be heated either bj a lamp or hot 
water ; and, b; a ^roptx attention to tlie t^nperature 
of heat, the «^gs were commonly hatched in the usual 
time of a hen's ntting. A o^ion (howevn* strange it 
may i^ipear) was then tsogfat to rear them ; to recon- 
mle him to this trust, the fathers were plucked from 
his breast and belly ; he was then gently scourged with 
a bandi of nettles, and plamd upon the young hatch, 
whose downy warmth afforded such comfort to the bared 
and smarting parts, that he, from that period, reared 
them up with the care and tenderness of a mother. 

£arly in the morning of the 10th, a squadron of ships 
was seen io the east, wluch had passed through in the 
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mght: fiv% WOTeof th«HBB, andoneiindar jorj-niastst 
luppoxed to be Count d'Ertsing'a fleet from Qte West 
Indisa. The ■bum da; a soldier of the 5Sth regiment 
WBi eieonted fi>r tteaUDg t he waa the first man who 
had suffered since General Eliott had been Governor. 
The da; following, the enemj fired, from Pert St. Bar- 
baia, on a clerg^nan 'performinf^ the last office ov«r 
the otapse of a sddier of the 72d regiment, at Qie bu- 
lial-gninnd near the Gormnor'-s meadow. The partj 
immediatelj retired, though not befbre they had de- 
ponted their charge. As this conduct convinced ua 
Uiat tlie enemj would not permit ns to bnry our dead 
without the gkrrison, a part of the red sands hehisd the 
Princess of Wales's lines was appropriated to that pnr- 

Tbe 13th, the; tnrpiiied us sigidnwith ten shot from 
Fort St. Philip : several came into town, and did some 
trifiing damage ainongst the buildings. The inhabi- 
tuits, whose alarms had not totally subsided since the 
middle of September, wlien the Goremor opened upon 
the enem7, were now porfectty coorinced the; meant 
to return onr fire I and ceoordinglj began, on the first 
report of their guns, to remove themselves to the south- 
ward. Sonie in the greatest coDAuion endeavoured to 
secure their Talnables in town ; but the firing ceadng, 
the fugitives, before nigbt, snmmoned up sufficient 
course to return, A woman, passing near one of the 
bousee, nas digfatlr hurt. It was singulsr that a fe- 
male should be the first person wounded at this remark' 
able si^e. In the evenii^, the commanding officers 
bad orders to inform their corps, that the Governor 
was luder the neceMil; of curtailing the weeklj allow- 
atioe of provisioas. Disagree^le as this iotelligeDce 
was, aod partioulsrl; when we oontider the distress 
which man; eiperimced, even with the AiIl alli wsnce, 
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th» HMD reodlved It without the gmallBSt iqipearftnee of 
ducontenl. Conviiiced of the seeestdtj, the; acquiesc- 
ed with cheerfulneSB ; indeed, to do tliem justice, in 
all the vieUntadu of tbi« trying period, the garrison 
■Dbmitted, wifhont mnmiiiriiig, to ererf necesurj 
regnlatioD, howerer uopleoang. It was fbrtimate for 
manj, thftt this nibtraetiiNi of proviriMU did not con- 
tintKiong; uj, itmntiiuadonbtwithmDie, whether, 
at the time, the OoremoT wae not apprised of a rdief 
bong near, and did not enaot tUa refolation, solelj 
to make trial of die 4itpoNtion of his troops. If bo, 
how aatia&ctoTy a (nrctmntancfl must it hare been, to 
find tlu army ander hia command accord, ^th lo 
much good-htnuoor, to what n^ht bs considered ss a 
real hardship, however iivHtpensablel 

Admiral Dnff, on the 13th, gwre orden to the men 
of war and armed venels, to be prepared, in case a 
Mrnvo; waa n«ar, to afford every protection to any 
straggliog ehipa that might attempt the Port before 
the main body arrived. This caation confirmed as in 
the opinion of a convoy being e^ieeted ; and a genra'al 
joy was diffiwed tiirangbont the gurison, at the (!atter- 
iag, thongh probably distajit prospect. Two days after 
an (H^hiaDoaJ>rig, which with o^er vemels seemed to 
be going through to the east, snddenly i^tered her 
course, sad, notwithstanding she was opposed bj the 
enemy, anchored nnder our walls, A diip with the 
Briti^ flag, entering the Bay, was so micommon a 
^ht, that almost the whole garrison were assembled 
at the southward to welcome her in ; btit words are 
inmfBeient to describe their transports on bdng in- 
fbrmed that she was one of a large convoy which liad 
sailed the latter end of the preoeding month for onr 
relief. The diatreseed Jews, and other iohalatants 
were frantic with joy ; and the repeated hniEai flrom 
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all qoarters, for some time [ffevanted furthnr inquiries. 
We aRetvarda learned, QM she had partal company 
with the coQvo; in the Btiy of Biscaj, and. off Cadiz 
had discovered nine sail of large ships, which the taaa- 
ter concluded were Spaniards stationed there to oppose 
th^ eutranee. The Utter part of their information 
g»Te us innch nnea^eas. The enem;, we concluded, 
would baTe good intelligence of the force of the Bri- 
tish convo;. If, therefore, any opposition was int«id- 
ed, a snperior squadron would consequent); be stationed 
at the entrance of the Straits. These reflections, 
damped, in a great degree, the pleasore we before ex- 
perienced, and made ni appreliensive that the relief waa 
not so near as we at first expected. The prospect of 
it Iiad however a very viable effect on the price of pro- 
viuons, which immediately fell more than two-thirds. 

Since it was probable that straggling ships ought at- 
tempt the Port before the body of the convoy af. 
proached, the Childers sloop of war, and armed ves- 
sels, were ordered to cruise in the Bay, to protect them 
from the eoemy's small craft. Previous to the arrival 
of the brig, a soldier of the 56th regiment deserted from 
A party employed behind the Rock in gathering shrubs, 
&c. for <as(JQes. The 16th, a Walloon deserted to us, 
by whom we were informed, tliat the enemy had every 
thing prepared in thdr lines to bombard the town. 
At another time we should have been greatly alarmed 
at this intelligence ; but our thoughts were too much 
engaged with the pleasing, though uncertain hopes of 
relief, to reflect on the consequences of a bombard- 
meot. In the evening, om* ^prehensions concerning 
the convoy were totally dispelled, by the arrival of a 
brig laden with flour, which communicated the joyful 
news that Admiral Sir George Brydges Rodney had 
captured off the coast of Portugal, a Spanish 61-gnu 
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dkip, fire of 32 «nd 38 gans, with eeveDteen marctumt- 
nen, belon^ng to the Caracoa oompanj, going from 
BUboa to Cadiz ; and that, with a fleet of twentj-oiw 
sail of the line, and a large convoy of merchant shipg 
uidtranaports,liewasproc«edingtooiiT relief. Every 
idea of oppoutkon at this iufbrmalion irnmediatelj va- 
nidied { and we anticipated the flattering prospect of 
seeing the British flag once more triumphantly displayed 
in the Me^ternmean. 

The wenther, on the 17th, was very hazy ; but 
clearbg up the succeeding day, one of the prizes ar- 
rived, without any opposition from the enemy. The 
Dudshipauui who brought her in informed lu, that when 
he parted with the fleet on the lOth, Sir George was 
ei^aged with a Spanish squadron off Cape St. Mary's ; 
and that, juat before tbey lost right of them, a ship of 
the line blew i^ ; but he was at too great a distance to 
distinguish whether she was Mend or foa. In the even- 
ing, one of the armed Caraoca prizes came in, bat do 
further particulars of the engi^^ement could ba learned. 
Dur anxiety concerning the event of the action wai 
however removed, a few hours afterwards, by tin) aip- 
pearance of the convoy itself off Eoropa. llie wind, 
at that oriticaJ dme unfortunately failed them ; aod the 
vivid flashes of lightning, by which we had discovered 
the fleet at tiia first, only served to exhibit them tn us, 
drinng with the current to the eastward of the Rock. 
The Apollo iHgate, Capi. Pownall, with one or two 
merchantmen, nevertheless got in about eleven ; and 
by the former, the Governor and garrison were ac- 
quainted with the agreeable tidings of a complete ric- 
tory over the Spanish Admiral, who, with three others 
of bii squadron, was taken ; one was run ashore, an- 
other blown np in the engagement, and the rest dh- 
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We DOW found, that the pUn tor relieving Gibraltar 
bad been conducted at home with su<^ Mcrecf 
and prudence, that the enemj never suspected tliat Sir 
George meant to convoy the traoaports to the Straits 
mth so stroi^ a fleet. Bj their intelligence from 
Brest, thej nnderstood be was to separate in a certun 
latitude, and proceed, with the main body of the men 
of war to the West-Indies. Thus deceived, they 
conclnded that the transports with th^ convoy wonld 
fell an easy prey to their squadron, which emngted of 
elevenmenof war, aQ chosen ships from their grand 
fleet. 

At day-break, on the mominj; of the IMh the ene- 
my unmasked one of their fourteen-gun batteries. The 
guna, with those in the fort, were all elevated, and the 
lines rnnforced with two regiments of infantry. The 
Governor, notwithstanding these appearances, ordered 
a royal aalnte to be fired at ail o'clock from WiDia's. 
The Panther man of war was decorated, and also fired 
a salute on accoimt of this victory. About seven the 
Edgar arrived, with the Phanii prize of 80 gmu, hav. 
ing on board the Spanish Admiral, Don Juan de Lan- 
gara y Huarte. lib ship had lost her mixen and main 
top masts, btrt seemed little injured in the hull. The 
Admiral, who was wounded in the engagement, was 
conducted on shore in the evemng to lodgings in town, 
and had every attention and compliment ptud lum which 
were due to his rank. At night Admiral Kgby, in 
the Prince George, worked ruond Europa with eleven 
or twelve ships ; but Sir George remuned with th« 
crippled prizes, and with the main body of the fleet, off 
Marbella, a Spanish town, formerly of note, Mxteen 
leagues to the eastward of Gibraltar. 

The 2Dth, bring the anmversary of the King of 
Spain's birth-day, Admiral Barcelo's ships were deco- 
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rated Mxor^og to eastem. Wben the ctilours were 
struck in the vrening, th« Sag-tfaip, with her comort of 
50 gmu, was hauled close in land ; Mtd the nnt iaj 
a large pvt; bcgaa to erect a bstteiy on the shore for 
OitOT protsctioQi being ^preheniire, probablj, of bd 
attack from the British fleet. The ni^t of the 21(t, 
the enetaj nnmasked the other batterie* in the lines, 
which again caiued a general diatiirbanoe amongst the 
inhaUtanti. Ertrj tUng teemed now prepared to fire 
npcm the town. The conroj eontiniied beating up i 
but tli« prliea were id dami^ed In their riggiiig, that 
tfa^ could not be expected to make the Baj till the 
wind Teered rotmd to the east. £ar1y on the 32d, w- 
Teral men of war, in eomii^ into the Bkj, ware carried 
down onder the enemy's batteries, near Potut Mala, 
which occadoned a. general alarm in tiior camp. 
Drums beat to arms, and thrar artiller; opened in an 
injttant. The boats of the fleet, however, were ordered 
to th«r uriBtance, and the ships were towed back with, 
out receiving much damage. One man was killed, and 
two wounded, on board the Terrible ; all of them Spa> 
nish prisoners. 

Sir George, on bis airiTal off the coast of Bar- 
buj, bad seut intelligence to Hr. Lo^e, to prepare 
sapplias for the Garrison. Three vem^ Uierefore, 
sailed in the course of the 33d, for Tetoan, to Ening 
over what was at hand. The Ccmaol had provided 
cattle, fosdnee, ^ckets, &c. in readiness for the ships 
when th<7 arrived ; bat, to his surprise, the sUps sent 
in the hurrf of bnsinees, undw conroj of the Bed- 
ford, were tnmsporls, fitted up for the reception of 
troops, with man; we^ [n^visons on board ; and be- 
fore the births could be removed to adndt the supplies, 
the wind came easterl;, and the sh^ were obliged 
to retnm without them. This ovenn^t was of great 
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drtrlment to the GarriHiii, as tU this period we might 
have procured fresh proviaions, which, with economj', 
wonld have served for some months. The garriMm 
vessels were afterwards sent fiir these articles ; but 
after Sir George Rodney's departare, most of them 
were detained bj the vigilance of the enemy's crmsers. 
We learned by Use Childen, on the 23d, that Sir 
Oeorga was at anchor, with the pHsea, in Tetnan 
Road ; and waited only a bvourable wind to jtnn the 
remainder of &.e fleet in &e Bay. Ai the town of 
Tatuan has frequently been mentioned in die preced- 
ing pj^es, and probably will as often occur in the course 
of the sabeeqnent ; the reader will perhaps not be dis- 
pleased to find in this place a short description of it. 
Tetuan is a very ancient town in Barbory, situated to 
the south-east of Ceuta, ^lont six railes from the sea, 
on a river which meanders beantifiilly through a plea- 
sant country ; but which has a bar at the entrance, that 
renders it unnavigsble for large ships. Small vessels 
get up aboQttwo miles, as far as Marteen, which is the 
quay and port of Tetuan. The town is w^led round 
with square towers at different distances, to flank the 
curttwu. It is built on the gentle slope of a hill ; and 
the houses hwag white, with flat roots, have the ap- 
pearance at a distance of an encampment. The bmld- 
ings are so contrived, that a person may go fhim one 
ei^ of the town to lh« other, Mithout descending into 
the streets ; and in tins manner their women, by occu- 
pying the upper stories, visit each other withont bnng 
exposed to the s^4it of the mate sei in the streets be- 

The town has a manufactory, and carries on a con- 
siderable trade, principally in Wter : the road is, how- 
ever, 10 exposed towards the east, that ships cannot 
remain there during the Levant winds. The Moors ei- 
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efatnge c&ttle, poultry, and fhdt, for other articles! 
ind when tiiere is a, fruce between the powwa, supplj 
tevtxai ports of Spain with proriraoni. The orangeB 
of Tetuan are esteemed the largest and best flftTonred 
at any in that part of the globe. 

The eaeaij, we imagined, were not a little alarmed 
bj the ca«aal appearance of our shipa <m the morning 
of the 22d; as, fbr wreral days after, the; were bos; 
in removing cannon from thwr artiUerj-park to the 
different batteries along the coast. At Algeziras, the 
top-masts and yards of the men of war were strucli, 
and the ships hauled as close in land, under the pro- 
tection of the new battery, as the depth of water irauld 
■dndt. Several Spanish officers were now permitted 
to return on th^ parole to 9pdn. The 24di, the ' 
Childers sailed back to Tetuan ; and soon after arrived 
a British letter of marque from Newfoundland, laden 
with salt fish. 

Whilst flie fleet remained in the Bnj, the Governor 
and Garrison were often honoured with the presence of 
the Royal IiGdshipman, I*rince William Henry ; and 
when diat youtlifut hero, on his return, laid his early 
tanrels at the feet of his Royal Father, be presented, at 
the same time, a plan of the garrison, in the relief of 
wlucb he had made his first naval essay. In that plan 
were driineated the improvements wldch the place had 
nttdergone, and the new batteries erected on the 
he^hts ^ce the comraencement of the blockade. 

The mention of his Royal Highness brings to my 
recollection an anecdote of him, wbioh occurred whilst 
the fleet was in the Bay. The Spanish Admiral, Don 
Juan Langsro, one monung visited Admiral Digby, to 
whose charge flie Prince was entrusted , and Don 
Langara was of course introduced to his Royal H^h- 
ness. During the conference between the Admirals, 
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Prince WUkm retired ; tmd when it woa intimated 
that Don Juan wished to return, His Rojil Highntss 
appeared in his chsrscter of midshipmat), and respect- 
fiillj informed the Adnural that the boat was read;. 
The Spaniard, astonished to aee the son of a Monarch 
acting as a pettj officer, immediately exclaimed, " Well 
" does Great Britiun merit the empire of the sea, nheh 
" the hianWest stations in her Navy are snpported hy 
■ Princes of the Blood." 

Three of the enemy, on the 2oth, deserted to the 
Garrison ; a fourth attempting fo desert, wss retaken, 
and another was shot by the pursuers irithin muslcet- 
»hot of our lines. We fired from Willis's at the horse- 
men who followed fhem, and wounded two of their 
horses. The deserters said it was reported, that the 
enemy intended bombarding the town the sncceedii^; 
day. For several preceding months we had reascHi, 
from Ihwr operations, to think such an event not im* 
probable. Seven or eight mortar-batteries bad been 
distributed along their lines, in which, according to oor 
inteUigence, were upwards of forty mortars : these, 
with the cannon bearing on the garrison from thdr 
gun-batteries, amounted in all to upwards of 100 pieces 
of ordnance. They therefore were not unprepared 
for such service ; but whether the circumstance of tha 
Spanish Admiral and officers being lodged in. town 
m^ht not at that time in some d^^ree influeoce their con- 
duct, or whether they were overawed by the stroi^ na- 
val force iu their n^hbourhood, they deferred the 
bombardment to a more distant period. 

Sir George arrived in tbe Sandwich from Tetuan 
on tbe S5th ; and the following day, the prizes, and re- 
maining men of war, were all at anchor in the Bay. A 
council of war was immediately held on the Admiral's 
arrival ; but the subject of their debat«s was not made 
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public. Late in the eTening of the some day, a. New- 
fbundland ressel with fisb, coming in, approaclied bo 
close t<i the enemj'B coast, that our guard boats were 
obliged to bring her to Her proper birth. 

The fbrtnne sloop carried over to Point Mala, on 
a»e 26th, the Spanish votinded prisoners: Admiral 
Langara, irith his suite, still remained in town. Ad- 
adral Sir George Brjdges Rodney, landed on the 27th 
at Ragged-staff, and, after viidting the Spanish Adnu- 
r>], dined with the Governor. Prince WilUain, with 
Admiral Digbj, &c. likewise dined at the convent. 
The same da;, the Governor ordered those soldiers* 
wives and children, who were not provided with twelve 
months provisions, to prepare to leave the garrison 
with the fleet : 250 lb. of flour, or 360 lb. of biscuit, 
was stated aa sufficient for one person. Bj this rc^o- 
btioD many useless hands were sent home, which would 
have been a vast borthen on the garrison, circom- 
stancedas we afterwards were. The evening of the 
26th, the Cfaildcrs sailed for England with dispatches 
from the Admiral ; but meeting with a gale of nind 
at west, she was compelled to return, after losing her 
fbre-yard, and throwing fonr guna overboard. At 
lught came in a deserter from the Walloon guards. 
, About noon, on the 29th, a large ship appeared from 
the westward : on doubUng Cabrita Point she was dis. 
covered to be an enemy. Signals were instantly made 
ibr ibe Edgar and two frigates to attack her. In the 
mean time the Spaniard seemed greatly confused, but 
at last worked close in land, between two barbet bat- 
teries at the Point. Several broadsides were exchang- 
ed between her and the Edgar, whilst the frigates at- 
tacked the batteries. Thej were however after some 
lime recalled, the Adcoiral being i^iprehensive that 
they might Bustun greater dunage fiwn the land, tlian 
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Ibe object is action would excuse. The iiuae ia.j the 
second battalion of the 73dre^ment, or Lord H'Leod's 
Hi^ilanders, commanded by Lieut. Col. George Mao- 
kei^, disembsriced from on board the fleet at the New 
mole, Bod took poaseseion of the casemates in the 
King's bastion, &c. This n^ment was intended lor 
Minorca ; but General Eliott thought proper, with the 
advice of the Admirals, Sic. to det^ them. Their 
atresgth at this time wae 30 oEGceri, 6 staff officers, 50 
seijeants, 22 dnuoBiers, and 944 rank and file ; an ex- 
cellent reinforoement in oar situation, unce the scurvy 
bad alreadj b^uu to appear among us. Colonels Pic- 
ton, and Mawhood, with many other officers, joined 
thdr corps also b; this fleet. On the night of the 39(h 
came in three more Walloons. The Hioorca convoj 
sailed oa the 31st, under the Harlbarongh, Inriadble, 
&c. The wind changing to the e«3t in the ereoing, 
the Childers made another attempt to pass the Struts : 
which she effected, and oarried home dispatches giving 
authentic accounts of the preceding victor;. 

Sir George, when be ci^tarad tlie Caracca fleet, 
judged that the cargoes of several would be usefbl to 
the Garrison ; he therefore brought with him what shipc 
he thought would be serviceable, and landed thdr 
fr^hts along with the sopplies which Govemmmt had 
sent oat. A great number of gnna of heavy metal, and 
some hundred barrels of powder, were also purchased 
from the Spanish.prizes by the Governor, notwithstand* 
ing he had received a large supply of tiie latter by the 
convoy. The artillery (whose constant practice it was 
to try the strength of the powder on the batteries) af* 
terwards compared the quaJi^ and strength of the Bri- 
tish and Spanish powder, and found the former greatly 
superior. 
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In the begiimiiig of February , the wind from tie S. W, 
bkw B strong i^e, whioh, from the fbnineu of the ancho- 
rage off Roda Bajr, be. inTolved the fleet in great dia- 
trcM. SomeofUiemweremTeTyiminineiitdMigerofbe- 
ing fprced upon the rocks, particularlj one of the Spanish 
prizes, which, withont doubt, would have experienced 
that fate, if Boaeonable assistance had not been sent her, 
and the wind bad not abated. The 3d, Admiral Bar- 
celo agtin hoisted his flag and ensign, having lecured 
his ships b; a strong boom, and completed the battery 
on the land, which mounted 22 guns. Merlons were 
also added to the fort on the island, wMeh before was 

Tliree deserta^ came in on the 5th ; they were im- 
mediately sent on board the fleet, where the others had 
been ordered the preceding day, to take their passage 
for England. These men gave dismal accounts of the 
enemy's sufferings in camp, where uniTerBal ^content 
preridled on account of the great scarcity and deamesa 
of provi^oiu. We little doubted the trutii of this intel- 
ligence : the neighboortiood of tbdr camp, from our 
own knowledge of the country, was not capable of sub- 
utting so large an army ; consequently they were ob- 
liged to be supplied wi^ provisions, &c. from places at 
a distance ; and these resources, Mnce Admiral Rod- 
ney's srriTal, hod been cut off. Our cruisers, in truth, 
not only obstructed these supplies, but also prevented 
the garrison of Ceula from receiving the refreshments 
frvm Spiun wMch ih^ situation made necessary ; and 
our intelligence fr«m Barbary mentioned, that that gar- 
rison was inaumilar, if not worse condition, than their 
oi^>o^te tiicnds. If Sb George therefore bad continu- 
ed some time longer in the Mediterranean, our ene- 
mies probably would have been reduced to greater dif- 
ficulties than we ourselves had esperienced. 
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As this fortreta » in some degreo oofmected with tha 
inljeot of the preseDt nsmlive, it may not fee improper 
io reliave the readar'a attantion by a brief description of 
it ThetowDofCeiilaiiritnAtBdontheMMtofBtfba- 
ry, about Ifi milea to the soothmrd of Gibraltar. In 
thaerftoftheBonuiu itwasatownof Bome note, bat m 
the decline of that empire, fell, like othen, to the do- 
nunion of the Gothi and Moors. Cenla remuned in 
the poasessioD of the latter, till the year 1414, when 
John I. King of Portnga], with a formidable force, 
gurpciaed and took it. The Hoora afterwards naie 
DUi^ attempti to reeorer it, bat in vain i and evar 
nnce, it lias remuned in the possesion of the CSiris- 
tians. Upon the demise of Houy of Portnf^ in 1578, 
that crown was aatei upon by the SpaniardB ; C«at» 
coDseqneDtly became a Spanish garrison : and when dm 
Portugnase revolted, under John Duke of Bragansa, 
in 1640, and again eet^lished themselves into a dis- 
tinct kingdom, Centa did not, with the rest of the EiD- 
pire, return to its natural aliagiance, but continued in 
the hands of the Spaniards, by whom it lias been held 

Bdi^; ft promontory projecting into the sea, the 
rituation of Ceota is not much different from that of 
Gibraltu. The town, which is built on the neck of 
land that jcnns it to the Continent, is strongly fortified 
in the modern manner. The raburlui are at some dis- 
tance, in order to be more out of reach of the shells, 
in case of an attack from the land ; and they extend to 
■ the foot of a mountain, at Qie extremis of the penin- 
inla, on which are erected k watoh-tower and castle, 
surrounded with a fortified wall, about a league in tar- 
cumfn^nce. The ibrtifieatiofu are kept in good repiur 
by slaves, tdio are sentraioed to tiiia punishment from 
the different prison* in Spain ; and a strong garriEon 
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i* kept in the fbrtren, to prerent k Burpnse from die 
HooTH, irfio, Hke the Spaniards with respent to Oibral- 
tor, have ft watohfal e;e over it. The oit; ia regularlj 
fomlihed with pntvtnoni from the opposite ports in 
Spain ; and being deatitiite of water, which wai for- 
merlj oondnoted bj an aquednct froni the Deig4ibilnP> 
hood, is supplied with tha,t article from Estepona, k 
ttvll Spuiiah fiduDB^-town about lune leagues to &a 
eastward of (KbnJtv. 

Another deaerter came in on the lOlh of Fabraarj. 
Hie daj following, the invalids and women embarked 
on board the fleet. Bj die 12tii die snppUea were all 
landed, and the rigging of the Spanish pmei being 
reputed, the Sect prepared to retnm. The eame daj 
a flag of trace brongfat over some English prisonHrs ; 
aoB of them, the master of a mercliantman, which had 
been taken in her voyage to the Garrison, informed us 
diat the boom at Algeziras was a twenty-two-inch 
cabl«-rope, buoyed np by casks, to prevent onr sending 
flre-shlpa among thedr shipping. 

The Spanish Admiral, having regulated with Sir 
Geoi^ Rodney every thii^ concerning the exchange 
and release of prisoners, was permitted, on the 13th, 
to retnm upon hia parole into Spain. He was con- 
ducted, with part of his suite, in the Governor's car- 
riage, to the Spanish lines, where be was received by 
his friends, and with them proceeded on to the camp. 
The succeeding day, the remainder of the Spanish 
offices were taken by the Fortune sloop, and landed 
at the Orange-grove. Lieut. Williams, of the navy, 
(who, after taking possessioa of one of the Spamsh 
prizes in the acdon off St. Mary's, was obliged to run 
her ashore near CacUz, and surrender himself pri- 
soner) retunted, with another officer, on board the 
sloop, to the Garrison. The hberal and polite beiia- 
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*ioiir of the Nuj and the Governor to &od Lai^ar* 
and hia cotmtiTDien, made a sensible and Ustiiig hn- 
pre«doa on tbdr minds, and was, confeiaedlj, of great 
advantage to ths English priBonera in Spain t pariicu- 
Itrij to thoM taken in our ndghboorhood, who ever 
aAerwarde were treated with great attention and hu- 
monit;. 

In the evening of the 13th, the British fieet got 
under wsj, excepting the Edgar and the Panther ships 
of the line, the Enterprise and Porcnjane frigates, 
which were left behind, m great part of their trewa 
had been removed to man the prizes. The enen^, 
on thnr ^ipearing in motion, inunediatelj gave the 
alarm, which was commnnicated b; dgnala from thdr 
towers along the coasts towarda Cadiz. At dusk, few 
of our ships were in sight from the opper part of the 
hilL 



-„ Google 



SIEGE OF GIBBALTAK. 



CHAPTER IV. 



The SpaBkrili renev tbe blockade. — Attempt to bum our 
shipping by nine fire-ships, but miseany.— Goii-boBta, — 
GarriwHi again digtrewed. — Enemy cfr«stual1y cut ofi* 
die «u]^ies from Barbaiy. — Break ground in adTanee 

horn their linei Bcnrry to? prevalent^Grestl; re- 

Ueved by the uae ai lemon* Mode of luing Ihk rtge- 

table Bcid.^ — Gairiaon obtain a fev uippUei from Min- 
ora. — Enemy retarded in their operations, ^Spirited 
•otioD between the Enemy and an English polacro. — 
GarrisoD obliged to quit the gardens on the neutral 

ground Tangier. — Speedwell cutter arriiea after a 

■tririted engagement. — A Spy discoTered Mr. Logle, 

the Brhiih Coniml in Bsibary, eipelled the Gmperor'i 
Aonibilons. — Cruel treatment whidi he and ifae other 
Britlfh nibjecta eiperieneed. — Cause of this etent. — A. 
memoTiul from the Officers of the a«rriion — Great dis- 
tress of the tioops. — The Site cutter, Captain Trolly, 
■rriTct with iDtelligenca that tha British Beet i* at the 
entianoe of the Straits. 

The Gurison might now be considered in a ver; per- 
fect stale of defence. The scorr; indeed had Ik^ud 
ti> affect many, and threatened to become more gen- 
eral ; bat we Mattered ourselves that the eneu; would 
give up thdr intention of starving us to a surrender, 
and, bj relaxiog in dieir vigilance at sea, might afford 
oi an opportunitj of receivii^ constant soppliea of 
those articles most essentia] to health. Our stores and 
rmg^wtiM warefiill ; a reinfbrcement liad JcuDed the 
garrison ; and new ^irits were infused into the troops, 
nnce thej wa% convinced, fW)m the powerful force 
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sent to their relief, that the; were not foi^tteu in the 
multipliratj of objects which necessarily engaged the 
attention of our friends at home. 

Admiral Duff having; returned on board the fleet to 
England, the conunand of the sqnadron that remained 
in the Baj, consequently devolved on Captain Bliott 
of the Ed^, who, on the 14th of February, hoisted 
his hroad pendant as Commodore. 

The 16^ of the same month, Admiral Barcelo re- 
moved the boom at Algeziras, and warped ont to his 
former anchorage, immediately detaching his small 
craft to Cabrita Point, to intercept any sMpa that 
might attempt coming in. In the afternoon, the ene- 
my executed two men in camp, who, it was imagined, 
hod been retaken in attempting to desert : their bodies 
were not cut down until the 20th. This pumshment 
seemed however to hare little effect ; for at night three 
others came in, tuving swam round Fort Barbara. 
The multitude of deserters from the Spanish lines dur- 
ing the whole of the ai^e, is one of the circomstuiceB 
least capable of a satisfactory explanation. What 
could these unhappy men expect va a confined and 
blockaded garrison, and even at a time when they could 
not fail to be acquunted with the distress and difficul- 
ties under which we laboured ? The very act of escap- 
ing was attended with innumerable dangers : and, 
shotild the Garrison afterwards fall info the hands of 
the enemy, thej were certain to meet with the severest 
punishment. There is, however, a kind of heroism in 
the passions : disgust, or resentment, will prompt men 
to overlook dai^era end difficulties, which, in the line 
of their duty, would be esteemed insurmountable. 

A Venetian came in fi'om the west, on &e 21»t ; she 
spoke the British fleet all well to the vest of Cape St. 
^^cent. The subsequent day, a Dutch prize, laden 
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irith flour, wu sent in b; Uie HudstonH privateer, 
which arrived b^rself on the 23d. Sev^al atber ven- 
Rels came in during the iatermediats time to the 27th : 
when a Spanish squadron of foor line-of-battle ships, 
two fixates, and a lebeque, joined Admiral Barcelo 
from the weet, and aglun blocked up the port. From 
the patched and disorderly appearance of their toils 
and rig^^ng, it was conjectnred that the^r were fitted 
np in haste, and solel}' for the duty of the blockade ; it 
gave OB however some uneasiness to find them again 
likelj to adopt their former system. 

At daj-hreak on the preceding day, we discovered 
a vessel at anchor off Waterport, which we fired upon , 
gnppo^g her to be a Spaniard : the immediately sent 
her boat to Rf^ed-stafF, and informed ns that she was 
of Naples, and bound to London ; that she had toached 
at Minorca, and hod on board two Enghsh discharged 
soldiers, and two women passengers. The boat re- 
turned, and soon afW went on shore at Port St. 
Philip, where it remained about half an hour. In the 
evening the enemy fired a shot at the vessel ; upon 
which she sent her boat a second time ashore : we an- 
swered the shot from Willis's : nevertheless at n%ht 
she went over nnpercrived to Algeziros. 

In the beginning of March, three regiments decamp- 
ed from the enemy's army, and took different routes. 
On the night of the 2d, two Genoese sailors who hod 
formerly belonged to a privateer of the Garrison, came 
over to us in o small boat firom Algeziras. The follow- 
ing day a Spanish convoy under a Commodore arrived 
in the Bay, from the west. The Governor, on the 
nth, ordered the Garrison to be victualled .nonthly 
(bread excepted) in the following proportion: for a 
soldier, each first and third week, 1 lb. of pork, aj lb. 
of salt tisb, which had been purchased fWim the Now- 
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(buuUaod ship ] ^piataafpmaet 1 lb. of flour; ^Ib. 
ofrwwui I lb.of rioei 5 oz. of bwtter: IJ pntof 
oatme&L Second and fonrth week, 1} lb. of beef, 2 lb. 
offish, 2 ^ata of pease, 1 lb. of rico, 5 ox. of butter, 
1^ lb. of wlwat, lb. of r^inB. The salt cod being 
indiffisrent of its kind, and the soldiers not having pro- 
per T^etables to dress with it, proved verj pernicious. 
This article continued to be delivered for near aerm 
months ; and undoubtedly, in a great degree, promoted 
that dreadful disorder, the scurvy, nhich, before Sir 
George Rodney arrived, had made its appearance, and 
afterwards became very general and fat^. The Go- 
vernor, however, in this new distribution, considered 
the hospital, whose (apportion of salt meat was less, and 
more nourishing articles issued in stead. 

NotwitliBtanding the repeated assurances from the 
Spaniards, tliat the English prisoners in onr neigh- 
bonrhood should be exchanged for those taken with 
Admiral Langara none were yet sent in agreeably to 
that Admiral's promise : Commodore Eliott was there- 
fore under the necessity of making a formal demand, 
and, to enforce it, told tbem, if they did not comply, he 
should expect the Spanish Admiral would return with 
the officers then upon their parole. This convinced 
them the Commodore was no longer to be trifled with ; 
accordingly, on the 12th, about 390 British eeamen 
were recdved on board the Fortwie sloop, and distri- 
buted amongst the men of war, whose crews, as I have 
mentioned before, were sent to man the Spanish prizes. 
The same day a Moorish sloop came in from Malaga, 
and brought iiit«lligence that the enemy had fitted np 
several 6re- alupe in the Bay. In the evening, three of 
the T2d absented themselves from their corps : search 
was Eoade the succeeding day, and two of them were 
discovered asleep in a cave, behind the Sugar-Loaf 
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Pobt. The; bad cnt up their wOTking-dFeuea into 
ahreds, which were tied tt^ether to favour their deM«iif 
down tho rock : and it is imagined the following night 
the; would have repeated their attempt to get ofiF. 
One of these m^i was afterwards executed, but tbd 
other was pardoned. 

The Fij packet arrired the 14tb, with an English 
mail. In the afternoon the Maidstone came in, with a 
settee prize, which the Captain bad cut out of Malaga 
road. A privateer, called the Alert, beat in from the 
west on the lHh, notwithstanding an easterly wind. A 
prize following her was taken off Cabrila Point. The 
17th, the enemy sent in 41 British seameD, who were 
distributed as before. 

The eaetay at this time were not porticulurl; employ- 
ed. Some new arrangements were made m Iheir ar- 
tillery-park ; and in th«r camp they were bosy collect- 
ing bmsh-wood for fasdnes, which caused various con- 
jectures in the Garrison concemii^ their future opera- 
tions. A salute and feu-de-j<ne were fired in thmr 
«amp on the IMb, supposed to be occodoned by the 
birth of a son to the Princess of Astorias. The night 
of the 23d, the Alert suled vrith dispatches for England, 
and on the 20th, we received f^om the enemy more 
English prisoners. In the course of the month the 
Garrison lost four men by desertion. 

April was not remarkable for any events of moment. . 
On the 2d, the Porcupine frigate, Sir Charles Knowles, 
Bart, sailed to the eastward on a cruise. The 5th, ar- 
rived the Fly packet ; she reported that a merchant- 
man, bound to the Garrison, had been obliged by a 
north wind, when she was almost arrived in the Bay, 
to pass to the eastward, and put into Tetuan, where 
she waited a favourable opportunity to renew her 
attempt. The Fortune sloop, on the 6th, took over to 
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tfaa enemj 300 Spaniiirds, who had been confined u 

prisoners for eome time in our Navy-hospital. She re- 
turned with nine British, and two dajs after took over 
seo prisoners. The night of the 12th, a. sloop, with 
two settees, came in from Tangier : the former brought 
a packet from Mr. Logie ; and the latter, cattle, and 
other acceptable articles. The following daj we ob- 
served the enemy forming a bridge of pontons across 
the mouth of the river Gnadaranque. At night, the 
Hjena frigate, Capt. Thompson, arrived in thirteen 
days from Ei^land. She was chased by the enemy's 
cruisers, and fired at, but received very little dom^e. 
The 20th, the Edgar, Commodore Eliott, and the Hy- 
ena, with a privateer, sailed to the west, notwithstand* 
ii^ the enemy's superiority in the Bay. Admiral Bar- 
celo seemed to snspect then- intention ; for inst^itly 
on their appearing under Btul, he made a signal for his 
squadron to pursue. The Edgar and her consort 
were, however, out of sight before the Spaniards got 
abreast of Cahrita Point. 

Towards the conclusion of the month, the enemy 
were more active in their camp, and sometimes in the 
lines ; to which place they brought down a great quan- 
ti^ of fascines, . They were chiefly employed in raising 
the boyau, and making repairs, which were however 
so trifling, that our artillery did not disturb them. 
Besides the arrivals already noted, we received supplies 
by two or three boats from the Barbary coast ; and in 
the course of the month, three deserters came over 
from the enemy, one of whom swam from Tesee's bat- 
tery to Landport, 

May was not ieas barren of interesting ocurrenees 
than the precedii^ month. Several deserters attempted 
to get in, but some were so unfortunate as to be over- 
taken by tbeu- pursuers. These wretches were gener- 
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allj exMuted the aacceeding day^ but Ste muiinple did 
not deter otbert from limUar attempts. 

The 4th, the Flj returned nitb fowls, leather, and 
froit. Two day* following, the enemy's army were 
nnder arms in two divisioos, and perfomied a Eham en- 
gigement. One division took post on the emiuraica 
above Ihe Stone-quarry, under the Queen of 8p«in'« 
ch^, and was attacked by the other from below. Af- 
ter a smart cannonade, and brisk discharge of musket' 
rj, the party above gave way j but the night prevented 
our obaerving the conclusion. The succeeding day, 
the Fortune received from a Spanish flag of truce, 47 
prisoners, very few of whom were British. At night 
email arms were diBcha:^ed on the neutral ground, sup- 
posed to be at some deserters who were coming off. 
One Walloon reached the barrier, and informed ue 
that several of his comrades agreed to follow him. 
The loth, two men were executed in the Spanish camp ; 
probably the same who were retaken. 

Another deserter, belonging to the r^ment of Es- 
tremadnra, came in on the llth, and was remarkable 
for being the first native of Spain who deserted. The 
Spanish infantry in general is r^ed upon a local esta- 
blishnent. Each district is required, by an ancient law 
called the Qiunfa, to faraisb a certain proportion of 
troops j and the men are enrolled for about seven or 
ei^t years service, after which time they are permitted 
to return to their respective provinces : and, as the 
Spaniards are all strongly attached to their native 
spot, desertion is consequently less common with them 
than with any other troops. Most of the men who de- 
serted to us, came from those regiments in their ser- 
vice which are composed of foreigners, 

A Swede was brought-to from Europa, the 15th, and 
obliged to come in. We were much disappointed in 
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her lading, wluch was salt. We had a few dajs 
before recflived some si^plies from Tangier i and on 
the 18lh two boats arrired from Tetuan, witb fowls 
and oil : the latter reported that the FIj packet, which 
had left ue on the 11th, was driven ashore on the Bar* 
bajy coast bj the memj'a cmigers, who, after the crew 
had quitted her, took possession. We were mndi con- 
cemed at tUs intelligence ; for the Flj was a fast sail- 
er, and had been very fortunate in frequentl; passing 
in and out unobserved. The 20th, came in a MocriA 
sloop trom Malaga, with butter, rusina, and leather : 
Hie latter article was mnch wanted i indeed, so scarce 
was it become in the garrison, tiiat several ofRcers, and 
inost of the men, had been necesntated to wear shoes 
made of canvas, with soles of spun jam. 

A Letter of Marque arrived on the 25th from Leg- 
horn, with wine, oil, and otherartjcles; a very valuable 
cargo to the Garrison. On the 30th the enemj's annj 
were agun under arms. Th^ mamsoiret on that 
ixj, were the attack and defence of a convoj. Tbeir 
ptfties, aa in the last month, continued arraiig^ the 
ordnance in their artillerj-park, and bringing down to 
the lines, materials for the repur of thedr works. Our 
artillerj, however, look little notice of them. 

Id the beginning of June we received some season- 
able supplies b; ^e arrival of three boats from T»- 
tnAD, and one frcon Tangier. Bj the latter we had 
intelligence, that the Fox packet, from Faro, and a. 
sloop, were at that place, waiting au opportuniQ to 
get in ; and bj this, or one of the former vessels, Mr. 
Logie gave information that the enem; had prepared 
several fire-ships, to bum our shipping in the Baj. 
Two months before, he Iiad intimated to Commodore 
Eliott, that the Spaniards had five fire-ships iu readineHs 
for immediate use; and that the; had once made an 
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Bttempt to send them over, but the wind failed. Re- 
peating the intelligence, therefore, at this dme, waa 
pecoliarlf fortunate, as the next night the; attem[)ted 
to put in execution their design. The same daj, a 
Spanish ship of the line asJled from Algedras, to the 
eastward. 

Onr naval force, at this period consisted of the Pan- 
ther ofeognns, Capt Harvey, (who, since Commo- 
dore Eliott's depHrtore, commanded in the Mediter- 
ranean) i the Enterprise fngate, Captwn Lesley ; two 
armed vessels commanded bj lieutenants, with several 
armed traosports ; and other ships, belonging to mer. 
cfaaots. On the morning of the 7th, a little after mid- 
mght, the Enterprise, which wot anchored to the north- 
mrd, off the New-mole head, discovered several sail 
^tproacbing her from the opposite side of the Bay : 
the; were huled ; but before satisfactory answers could 
be received, several fire-works and iDflammable sub- 
stances were thrown on board, and six fire-ships sud- 
denly appeared in the form of a crescent, bearing down 
upon her and the ordnanoe-shipa in the New mole. 
Ct^itaiu Lesley, with immediate presence of mind, in- 
stantly Gred three guns to alarm his friends, and catting 
his cable, drove closer in shore. The Panther and 
shipping, on the appearance of the enemy, immediately 
Mmmenced a brisic cannonade to retard th^ progress ; 
and, manning thrar boats, the officers v)d seamen, with 
their Tisnal intrepidity, grappled the ships : and, not- 
withstanding the fierceness of the flames, towed them 
dear of onr vessels under the walls, where they were 
afterwards eitii^uished. Beudes these /ii, which 
wMB intended for the New mole, three others were 
lifted, and direct^ towards the Panther, at anchor 
off Bnena-Vists : but one was towed off by the boats, 
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mnd tita otlier two were at ao greata diitance that ihej 
drove ont to oea to the eastward. 

The Garruon was as earl; alarmed aa the Navj. 
The druans beat to anns ; the guards were all npon 
thdr defence ; and the picquets, witJi the different 
r^Tmants, assembled at their posts, and cantinaed 
under arms till da;-break. The artiUerj from the 
batteries seconded the fire from the ships ; bat the 
darkness of the night prevented an; certain knowledge 
of the effect. The wind, wluch was foTonrable for 
their purpose in the b^inning of the night, fbrtonateiy 
grew still when the; were most in need of it The 
largest of them, nevertheless, would certainly have got 
into the New mole amongst the ordnance-transports, 
bad not a few bar^^hot, from a thirt;-two ponoder at 
the Mole-head, turned her round, and the cnrrent 
carried her into Rosia Bay. 

The nav;, on this occadon, cannot be too highly 
commended for their courage, conduct, and alertness. 
Thdr intrepidity overcame every obstacle ; and though 
three of the Ghips were linked with chains and strong 
cables, and every precanlioQ was taken to render them 
snccessiiil, yet, with uncommon resolution and activity, 
the British seamen separated, and towed ashore the 
vessels, with no other it^ury to themselves than a few 
bruises. The design all together, t o do justice to the 
ingeniutj of Don Barcelo, was well projected ; and 
his squadron judiciously stationed at the entrance of 
the Bay, to intercept our men of war in case they had 
attempted to escape from the fire-ships. We oAcT' 
wards were informed, that Admiral Barcelo proposed 
to Dou Alvarez, to draw off our attention from the 
southward by opening his land-batteries on the town. 
Without doubt such a proceeding would have divertod 
the attention of the Garrison in some mearare from 
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the shipping: btrt, m the navj had the principal, naj, 
1 maj Bsj, the sole honoor of opposing the fire^hips, 
their endeavoors would not have been less strenuooa, 
nor of course less successful. 

The hulls of the fire-ships wa% soon after broke np 
and sold to the inbabitauts lor fuel, and proved a 
most seasonable relief. Firing was become a more 
important article than before ; which maj appear ter; 
eztraordinar; to the reader, when he looks back to the 
abort time which had elapsed since the departure of 
Sir George Rodney's fleet ; but it is necessary to in. 
form him, that the colliers intended for the Garrison, 
were too late, in coming round from the Downs, to join 
St Spithead : Sir George Rodney therefore sailed with- 
out them. 

The morning of the 8th, arrived the Foi packet, and 
another vessel from Faro; and in the course of the 10th 
and 12th, four boats came in from Tetuan and Tan- 
gier, with various cargoes : the Patrons reported it 
was current at Tangier, that we killed 14 or 15 men 
in the attack of the fire-ships, and that the Spaniard! 
Lad several more fire-ships ready in the Bay, with 
which it was not improbable the; might make a second 
attempt. Our navy were consequently very vigikmt, 
and kept a good look-out. For some weeks past we 
had been remarkably successful in receiving these small 
and very acceptable supplies. Their cruisers, how- 
ever, now began to be more alert, and appeared to bo 
stationed with better judgment. On the 15tb, a boat 
was token coming in, but her consort escaped ; and on 
the 20th, another arrived from Tangier, which broi^ht 
intelligence, that a large ship, with coals and but- 
ter, bound to the Garrison, was captared by the Span- 
iards, two days before, under the gmis of Tangier. 
The 24th, several broadsides were exchanged between 
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four of the enemy's ships, pasdng to AlgeiirsH and our 
shipping, and b&tteries at the southward. Some fe'ir 
shot came ashore, bat do particular damage was re- 
ceived. The Enterprise had eighteen Sfulors burnt by 
the explosion of some powder. 

Earlj on the 2Tth, fonr Spanish gon-boats, with a ze- 
beqae and two gsllies, approached under cover of the 
night, sjid fired upon the Panther. A brisk disharge 
was howsver returned, and thej soon retired. One 
shot struck the sooth pavilion, and three were fired 
through the PaDlher. This mode of annoyance the 
eaamj aAerwards ^eatt j improved npon. These boats 
were strongly built, bnt ill finished ; the; hod a small 
mast inclining forward from the centre of the bosit, al- 
most over the bow ) upon which was hoisted a latine 
yard and sul, which, at anchor, served as an awnii^to 
the men on board. They rowed astonishingly swift, 
and each carried a twenty-six pounder in the bow. 
We never had a good opportnnity of maldog any satis- 
&etory observations on them, but jadg«d from thdr 
size, that they were about TO feet long, and 20 broad. 
In the beynning of Jnly, the Panther man of war re- 
caving upwards of 100 English prisoners from the ene- 
my, Capbuin Harv^ sailed far England. Some alt^- 
ations md additions took place the same day in the gar. 
rison detail. The 4th, the Fortone brought over more 
British prisoners. We had received some supplies in 
the course of a few days by two Moorish boats ; and 
they ware followed on the 11th of July, by one from 
Tangier, which informed us of a fieef having been seen 
off tiiat coast, and that two boats had been taken, com- 
ing into the Bay. The fleet here mentioned was the 
combined fieet of France and Spun, which soon otte" 
oapttirod our oatward-bound East and West India 
fleets, and carried them into Cadiz. 
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The recent attempt of the enemj Ut btmi the ship- 
ping aod store-houses ftt the southward, added to the 
iotelligence which the Goveroor hod recuved of the ene- 
mj's fleet bmug off CadiE, caused him to direct porticukr 
attention towards tbst quarter of the Garrison. Bat- 
teries for heavy metal were made on the rock above 
Parson's lodge, at Ro^a ; and directions were given 
for the New male to be cleared of shipping, that the 
ordnance might have more liberty to plaj. Other al- 
tetaUons also took place in that ndghbourhood. Ear- 
ly on the marniog of the 17th, five gun-boats and four 
gallies fired upon the Enterprise, and shipping in the 
New mole. One of the, &^;ute's forecastle-guns was 
dismounted, and her fore-stay cut : some shot came 
also on shore. 

During the reminder of the month, our firing, which 
had been continued at intervaU, was brisker on their 
parties, who were principally employed in forming con- 
siderable dep&t^ of fascines, casks, and timber, in the 
lines, and in collecting brush-wood fl^>m the country ; 
they were likewise very busy in disembarking stores 
which had lately arrived. Several empty transport- 
vessels, in the conrse of this month, left the Garrison 
for England. A man of the 58th regiment deserted to 
the enemy i one also came in from the lines. 

In August few incidents occiured on mther side. 
Our provisions began to be bad, and extremely offen- 
nve. What few supplies we received, were rather 
luxuries than lubstantials ; nine, sugar, oil, honey, 
onions, and articles of the like kind, composed chiefly 
the cargoes of those craH which arrived. Sugar was 
risen to two shillings and six-pence per pound, and 
every thing else sold in proportion. 

About ten in the forenoon of Ihe 3d, a eettee, coming 
in from the west, was chased hy the enemy, and token 
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into Algeziras. We inif^ned it was the Fox pncket, 
nbich we then ODxiouslj expected with an EngUsh 
mail ; and our conjectnrea afterwards were confiriaed. 
The loth, we obserTed the enemy hkjing a. bridge of 
boats across the river Palmones. Two days following, 
a brig was boarded almost under oar guns, and con- 
ducted to Algeziras. It was thought to be the same, 
of which we had inteUigenoe some lime before, and 
was laden with a. variety of articles much wanted ; her 
capture was therefore greatly lamented. The night of 
the 15tb, six sulors deserted, in a boat, tiaia the New 
mole. The succeeding day, the Fortune sloop recaved 
from the enemy 64 prisoners. Ensign Bradshaw, of 
the 56tfa regiment, and several who were passengers 
in the brig taken on the 1 2th, were of the number. 
At night, fire more sailors, who were rowing guard, 
went over to the enemy. In the night of the 25th, a 
Minorquin boat came in with wine, tea and sugar, in 
e^ht days. The 2Tth and 29th, a soldier and four 
sailors deserted to the enemy. It was imagined the 
sailors forced with them the midsMpman who com- 
manded the boat. Colonel Mawhood, of the 72d rep- 
ment, died on the 2&th. 

A small boat arrived Irom Barbary on the 30th, with 
information that the Moors permitted the Spaniards to 
capture every English vessel which took refuge under 
the protection of di^ guns ; that the Spaniards would 
not allow any boats to leave the Bay qf Tangier, and 
only WMted for orders from Admiraj Barcelo to burn 
and destroy what remained. This intell^ence very 
senMbly affected us. To be cut off from what we bad 
always considered our domestic market, was a stroke 
we little expected. We waited, however, more 
autbenUc prooft of this extraordinary conduct, before 
wo could implicitly believe the defection of those whom. 
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during tbe preBent contest, we had conaidered ae our 

firm friends. 

September wm ss bsrren with teapect fo material 
incidents, as the preceding montha. The enemy &. 
niahed their ponton bridge over the river Palmones on 
the 2d. About a ireek aflerwards, two soldiers of the 
56th deserted. On the 23d, a fl^ of trace brought over 
the midshipman carried off bj the sulors who deserted 
the latter end of Augost Tbe 29th, a deserter came 
in, in the habit of a peasant ; he spoke several lan- 
guages fluentiv, and said he hod been a, seiijeant in tbeir 
service. Some suspicions arising, he was charged to 
remun with part; of the 58th re^ment at Windmill- 
hill. The following daj we remarked, that the 
enemj's guards in the lines, at the hour of relieving, 
amounted to about 300 infontrj, and 70 artillerj, be- 
sides cavalry. 

The situation of the Garrison by tbia time was ^ain 
become very interesting. The blocliade was, if pos- 
sible, more strict and vigilant than before. Chains of 
smalt cruisers were stationed across the Strajis, at the 
entrance of the Bay, and on every side of the Rock ; 
and tbe late disagreeable inteIHgence from Tangier 
seemed now confirmed, by our never haring heard 
from that quarter during the month. What little as- 
sistance ne therefore received, came from Minorca ; 
but the supplies from that place were so trifling, and 
sold at such enormous prices, that few were ^le to 
pm^hase them. We had not been &voured with a 
cargo of cnttle for a loi^ period ; and the scurvy be- 
gan to gain considerable ascendency over the efforts of 
our Bui^eona, Our distresses, in short, promised to 
be more acute and fiital than those we had already ex- 
perienced. 
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The enemj'B operations on the land side had been 

for man; months so unimportftnt, as scarcely to merit 
our attention. However, on the morning of the 1st of 
Octoher, we ohserred, the<r had rused an epaulement, 
about 6 or 700 yards advanced from thdr lines. The 
preceding night, our ont-goards had been alarmed 
vith an miusual noise on the neutral gronnd, like that 
of men at work ; several large tires also E^peared, and 
some attemptfl were made t« burn otir advanced bar- 
riers with devils and other eomhustibles, which were 
soon thrown ofT without tailing effect ; and notice was 
given to the Lines, Landport and other guards. This 
alarm, however, was not general in (he Garrison. Aa 
the morning advanced, the noise ceased ; and we dis- 
covered that the; had set fire to the fishermen's huts 
ID the gardens : but when the daj permitted us to ex- 
amine further, we observed the above-mentioned 

The epaulement waa about thirtj yards in extent, of 
a simple construction, composed of chandeliers, fas- 
dues, and a few sand-b^s ; and was erected near the 
windmill or tower on the neutral ground, distant about 
1100 yards from our grand battery. The enemy's 
guns were elevated, and batteries manned : wliich, 
with other preparations in the lines, seemed to argue 
that they expected we should fire, and were determined 
t« oppose it. These appearances, probably, induced 
the Governor not to take any particular notice of their 
work in the day : but at night, orders were sent to 
throw a few light balls, to discover if they were making 
any addition. The inhabitants immediately took the 
alarm, upon being told that the enemy had thrown up 
an advanced work, and that their batteries were man- 
ned ; and at night very few remuned at the north end 
of the town. 
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It now sefemed aridenl, the enemy h»d determmed 
on a more serious attaci, in case the second blockade 
was uneucceasful : but we were at a loes to imagine 
what motives could influence them to act so opposite 
to the established mode of approaching a. besieged 
garrison, by erecting a work so distant, and which 
had no connection with their established lines. 

The enemy's batteries continued to be manned till 
the 2d ; and in the afternoon of that day, Don Alvarez, 
Sf^ompaiued by an officer, supposed to be the Ck>ant 
d'Estoing, who was expected in the Spanish camp 
when the last deserter came in, visited the lines. 
They remiuned three qnartera of an hour at Fort St. 
Barbara, viewing the rock with glasses. On their re- 
turn they were saluted from Point Mala ; and as they 
passed the front line of the camp, the regiments tamed 
out without arms. On the night of the 3d, a smart 
engagement was heard off Cabrita Point, supposed to 
be between some vessel attemptbg to come in, and the 
enemy's cruisers ; and the next morning, a sloop, with 
English colours reversed, was observed at Alge- 

Early on (he 4th, our advanced guards discovered 
the enemy endeavouring, a second time, to fix fire-fag- 
gots on our barriers. A smart discharge of musketry 
was immediately directed from these posts, and from 
the Queen's hues ( on which they retired. At day- 
break we observed they had carried away vast quanti- 
ties of v^^tables from the gardens, and trampled 
others under foot: but Utile, if any, addition was made 
to the epaulement. A parley came in on the 5th ; and 
soon afler, the Fortune sloop received upwards of forty 
British prisoners, many of whom had been taken going 
from the Garrison. In the evening of the 6th, the 
Spanish General came to the tines, at the head of ths 
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rdieving guards. Soon nStar he arrived, the guns 
were again elevated, and every preparation made, as 
if the J had resolved to open on the Qarrison. The 
8th, the Town-Major, Capt^n Burke, Went out with 
a parlej, intending to proceed to the Tower, the place 
appointed bj custom for the officers to give and receive 
paelteta. When he got abreast of the new work, the 
aenirieB bj motions informed him he must not advance. 
He pointed to the tower; but the; continaed inflexi- 
ble : on his torniiig round however to return, one of 
them came up with his arms, and proceeded with him 
to the tower, whilst another ran to acquaint the officer 
in the lines. The messenger aAer some time come 
back, and both remained apparently as a guard over 
Major Burke, till the officer arrived ; when deUvering 
his packet, the Major returned to the garrison. 

The enemy did not appear very anxious to complete 
the epaulement ; their piu-ties vere employed in raising 
and finishing the merlona of the batteries in the lines, 
rusing the merlons of Fort St. Phillip with fascines, 
and erecting a new batterj near the guard-house on 
the beach. The lllh, asmall settee arrived from NO 
norca : the patron informing us that two others were 
standing for the Rock, the navy nianned th^ boats 
to as^t them, in case the enemy opposed their en- 
trance ; but OD getting round Europa point, no sncb 
vessels appeared. A Dutch convoy was however pass- 
ing ; the boats therefore boldly advanced, and hoard. 
ed a dogger which had got, during the fog, pretty 
near the Rock. She was a Dane from Malaga, laden 
with lemons and oranges, which the Governor imme- 
diately purchased, and distributed to the Garrison. 

Few articles ever arrived more seasonably than this 
cargo of fruit. The scurvy had made dreadful ravages 
in our hospitals, and more were daily confined: many. 
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however, unwilling to yield to the flrst sttBoks, peree- 
vered in their dutj to its more advanced Et^ea. It 
waa therefore not Duoomiuoa, at this period, to see men 
who some mtaiths before were hole, and eqnal to any 
fiitigue, supporting themselves to their posts upon 
crtrtches, and even with that assistance scarcely able to 
move along. The most fatal conaeqnences, in short, 
to the GarriBOn, were to be apprehended from this ter- 
rible disorder, when this Dane waa happily directed to 
OUT relief. The lemons were Immediately administer- 
•d to tiie nek, who devoured them with the greatest 
avididity. — The salutary effects were almost inatantan- 
eons : in a few days, men who bad been considered as 
irrecoverable, left their beds to congratulate thew com- 
ardes on the prospect of ouce more becoming useful to 
tn^ country. 

Mr. CairncroHs, a snrgeon of great eminence, who 
was present at this time, and the remaning part of the 
M^e, has favoured me with the following information 
relative to the scurvy, and the mode of using this vege- 
table ocid ; which, with his permission, I insert for 
the benefit of those who may hereafter be under simi- 
lar circumstances. 

" The scurvy which attacked the Garrison of Gib- 
" roltar, differed in no respect irom that disease uaual- 
" ly contracted by sailors in long voyages ; and of 
'' which the immediate cause seemed to be the sub- 
" siatii^ tar a length of time upon salted provisions 
" only, without a sufficient quantity of vegetables, or 
" other acescent foods. The circumstance related 
" in the Voyage of that celebrated circiunnavlgator, the 
" late Lord Anson, of consoUdated fractures disuniting, 
" and the callosity of the bone being perfectly di-isolv. 
" ed, occurred frequently in our hospitals i and old 
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" sorea and woondg opened anew hom the nature of 

^ the disorder. 

" Various antitcorbntica woro used without lacceaa, 
" such as add of vitriol, sour cront, extract of malt, 
" eoaence of spruce, &c. bnt the only specific wm fredk 
" lemons and oranges, given libtt^ly ; or when they 
" could not be procured, the preserved juice in snsh 
" quantities, froin one, to four otinces per dum, as the 
" patient could bear. Whilst tlie lemons were sonnil, 
" from one to three were adminlstered'&ch daj as cir- 
*' cumstanees directed. The juice given to those in 
" the most malignant state, was sometimes diluted with 
" sugar, wine,' or s[drits ; bnt the convalescents took 
" it without dilution. Women and children were 
" eqoallj aSeoted ; nor weretheofficersexempted from 
" this alarming distonper. It became almost general 
" at the c<»nniencemeDt of the winter season, owing to 
" the cold and moisture; and in the begiiming of 
" spring, when r^^etablas were scarce. 

" The juice was preserved b; addii^ to laxtj gallons 
" of expressed liquor, about five or ten gallons of 
" brandj, which kept it in so wholesome a state, that 
" sereral casks were opeue-d in good condition at the 
" close of the siege. The old juice was not howerer 
" so speedily efficauous as the fruit, though, b^ per- 
" severing longer in its use, it seldom Aiiled." 

The same daj that the dogger was brought in, a 
parley came from Don Alvarez, to inibrm the Gover- 
nor that alt intercourse or correspondence betnixt 
them, in future, was to be conducted I; flags of truce 
in the Bay ; which regulation continued till the peace 
was notified in 1763. The 14tb, two gunboats, from 
the Orange-grove, ranged along the front of the Gar- 
rison, and drove in our fishing boats ; and on the 1 6th 
they again ranged off the Mackarel-Bank, and forced 
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our fiBhermen to retire. We did not much ^prove 
of this conduct, M the boats, b; Uiis meani, were pre- 
Tented from bringing anj fish to our market. Thej 
continaed, boirever, thi« practice at intervtla for some 

The 21at, the gun-boata fired upon the Enterprise 
and town. Captun Lesley, not chooung t^ remain 
the object of their fire, withdraw the (Hgato into the 
New mole : where the Navy, imder the direction of 
tha Migineers, bad begun to la; a boom of masta from 
the New-mole head to the watering-tank. This 
boom, though it was considered a difficult operation 
on socoimt of the swell of the sea, was soon complet- 
ed. 

It was not till the night of the 21st that the enemy 
threw sand in the front of their epaulement, to cover it 
agMust our fire-balls and carcassed ; and on the 26th 
they lengthened it to the west about 30 yards, and 
strengthened it in frost with sand. The u^ht of the 
28th, they erected two large traverses in the rear tor 
magazines. It now presented a lery compact ^pear- 
anoe ; whence we concluded that it was intended for a 
mortar battery. 

Though it was generally imagined in England, that 
the Garrison had been amply provided with every ar- 
ticle and necessary of life, when Sir George Rodney 
arrived with the transports and rehef from Eng- 
land, our wants, in reality, were far from being sup- 
plied. In the articles of ammunition and salt provi- 
uons, the Garrison had probably as much as they could 
dup^ise with ; but of fresh provisions, wine, spirits, 
iugar, &c. we b^an to find a great scarci^ i and the 
[oice of what remuned, was coneequoutly much en- 
hanced. The Bsrastance we received formerly from 
Barbary had now been suspended for several months ; 
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the enamy seemed detenuiued to prevent our deriving 
support from the element that almost surrounded ns ; 
and their croUers were too numerous and vi^lant to 
expect any thing from the west Thos ^tuated, the 
GtUTtson tamed tbeir ejes on the island of Minorca, 
whence we had already recdved some very acceptable 
n^plisB, and whose situation, from the great scope of 
sevroom, afforded a flattering probabili^ of the boats 
heiog otlener able to escape the enemy's cmjsers. The 
[n^uctions of that island are various ; and those sr- 
tioles which it did not afford, could be purchased from 
the prizes that were duly carried thither by the priva- 
teers. Several garrison-boats were therefore sent to 
Minorca, some of which returned, in the course of 
October, Uden with the nine of that island, sogar (an 
article become exceedingly scarce), and cheese ; with 
sometimes a few hve stock. These articles were alt 
sold by auction, according to a regulation established 
by the Governor i and, though they seldom were ■pur- 
chased by the lower ranks, yet afforded upon the whole 
a partial relief to the Garrison. 

The 30th, we observed that the enemy had posted 
an officer's guard in the WU-battery, which was the 
name we gave to the new work. Montague's bastion 
was therefore opened on it in the evenii^, and, by form- 
ing a cross-fire with the batteries on the heights, 
conuderably annoyed them, and much retarded their 
operations. The same night, two soldiers of the 56th 
and 72d deserted from Upper All's-well, in the lines: 
they were senti^es at the same post, and got dewn by 
means of a rope ; but, prerious to their descent, had 
the precaution to wet the priming of their firelocks. 
We also lost another man by desertion in the course of 
the month. 
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The Governor, in tha beginning of November, nude 
an arrangement of the troqjs, that in case the enem; 
bombarded the Garrison, each regiment might knoir 
the qoarteTB and etations which the; were to take up. 
The 1st of the month wm rather nnpropitioiit to lu ; 
an Ei^lish ship was taken to tha east of tha Rock ; at 
night, a soldier of the 56th regiment deserted, during 
> beAvj shower of rain f and the ibUowing evening, 
two others, of the 12th and 56th, attempted to get off 
b; swimming ronnd the Old-mole head; but a few 
days aflerwards the bod;r "^ ^^ former wss washed 
ashore near the King's bastion : we therefore con- 
cluded bis comrade had shared the same fate. In tha 
eTening of the 7th, a smart cannonade wai beard in 
the Struts ; after it bad continued fur some time, a 
sadden flash appeared, and a report was heard, like 
the blowing np of powder. The next morning, we 
observed that the eaemj had captnred an English ves- 
sel, and were at that time towing in a gun-boat ; which 
accounted for the firing and explosion. 

Our fire, abont the 7th and 9iit, became more ani- 
mated i jet the enem;, almost ever; night, made some 
interior additions. We had observed, fbr several pre- 
cedii^ mornings, deep ruta in the sand, leadii^ from 
the principal barrier to the Hill-batterj ; which led ua 
to imagine that they brought at night heavj timber, 
and other materials, from their d&pSts in tbe lines. 
The artillery were therefore ordered to direct a rico- 
eietting Sie of email shells along this track. In the 
evening of the 10th, a large party, followed by a num* 
ber of carts and mules, laden with different materials, 
advanced along tbe beach, from tbe sally-port of the 
ditch of Port St. Philip, to the Mill-battery. They 
were perceived by \hs artillery at Willis's, before they 
had proceeded half-way : and a brisk fire was directed 
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towards their route, which threw the moles into con- 
ftuion, and obliged some to return, afler having left 
their burthens on the beach. The batteriea being 
rranforced, the firing was continned with great Tivacit; 
the whole night. The subseqaent evening our artillerjr 
were prepared, and, immedUtetj oo the party's «f>pear- 
ing, sainted them with a, warm discharge of shot and 
dieUs, which seemed to h&ve greater effect than the 
fire of the preceding evening. This circumstance 
convinced ui of tlie effect of the ricdcAeiling fire from 
the lower batteries, &long the track from the barrier : 
bat the enemy were not so soon driven from the new 
tracli as from the fbrmo' i and continned, notwith- 
ataudii^ otir fire (winch most have MUed and wonuded 
muiy of them), to bring materisls in this exposed man- 
ner, till a line of communicatioD was finished from the 

An English armed pohtcre, called the Yoong Sa- 
bine, arrived on the 12th, after a spirited engagement 
in the Bay with several armed vessels and three gun- 
boats. The enemy attempted to board her, but were 
as often repulsed by musketry : at length she beat them 
off, and anchored under our guns. Her cargo 
was cheese, hams, and potatoes ; the latter of which 
sold at forty-three dollars per cwt. which, according 
to forty-two pence per dollar (Ihe eichange at that 
time), are equal to L.7. 10s. 6d. sterhng. Other ar- 
ticles sold in proportion. In the afternoon, a Minor- 
quin settee arrived with the usu^ cargo : a Spanish 
gnn-boat boarded her on her passage : but the patron 
showing papers from Majorca to the camp, the Span- 
iard took oo further notice than kee[ung her company 
as a convoy. Th6 Minorqnin afterwards smied a omi- 
venient opportunity, and slipped in. 
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Id ihe course of the 14th, a Minorquin tartan, bound 
for the Ganison, was taken bj the enemj : the crew 
faoveTer quitted her, and got aahore. The enemj the 
same daj mounted twelve guns en borbet, in the bat- 
ter; near the Guard-bouse, in the ricinit; of Fort St. 
Philip ; which we had supposed was intended for mor- 
tars ; and abont a weeli afterwards thej erected mer- 
lona to this work, admitting the embrasurcato open up- 
on the Garrison. Two nights foUowii^, the gun-boata, 
which were now increased in number, lired upon the 
town and shipping. Three, that directed their fire on 
the former, were stationed off the Old-mole head, and 
direw eeveral shots into the town. Several men were 
wounded in the Enterprise frigate. 

Hie night of the 17th, the enem; threw up two 
places d'armes for mtisketr;, on the Hanks of the Mill- 
battery ; the parapets formed semicirclea joining the 
lMtt^7, but a^erwards extended in an oblique direction 
towards the lines. These additions speared verj 
slight, bnng only a row of casks or gabions, strength- 
ened with half-chandeliers, and sand in front ; covered 
on the top with sand-bags. The 18lh, ne were visited 
again bj the gun-boats : in returning their cannonade, 
one of the thirtj-two pounders on the King's bastion, 
burst, killed an artillerj-tnan on the spot, and wounded 
three others. The man who fired the gun, escaped, 
but was a little scorched with the powder. 

A great number of mules were emplo;^ed on the 22d, 
bringing forward casks, chandeliers, and other nmte- 
rials, from the camp. The night of the 23d, the enemj 
hegm an approach from the lines, to the Mill-batter]'.- 
it counted of fasdnes, with sand banked up in front, 
and commenced near the west angle of the western 
fourteen^uQ battery, extending ^out 1 20 feet towards 
the advanced Guard-honae in front of Fort St. Philip : 
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the foUonii^ night, notwithetandii^ our lire, the; 

lengthened it about 100 feet, with chandeliers placed 
in a trench and filled with faacinea. The enemj en- 
deavoured to draw our attention from this quarter, by 
another solute from the gun-boatB, but in vun. Ab it 
was not improbable that tbe gun-boals were directed 
in their tiring by the lights in the bouses along the 
line-wall, and those looting towards the Baj ; orders 
were issued " that no lights in future should appear in 
" anj house, barrack, or guard-bouse, towards the Bay, 
" after seven o'clock in the evening." 

We had hitherto derived occasional assistance from 
tbe gardens on the neutral ground, though vast quan- 
tities of vegetables had been removed from thence b; 
the eneroj. On the 23th, however, thej determined to 
expel our people altogether from tbe gardens ; which, 
in tbe course of a few dajs, the; accomplished, not- 
nitbetiuidlng the marlismen under Lieut. Burleigh 
were stationed at Willis's, and in the lines, in order to 
prevent them. 

From this period, our resources in respect to vege- 
tables depended onldrelj upon our own attention to cul- 
tivation ! which, happilj for the Garrison, was crown- 
ed with tolerable success, especially during the winter 
months, at which time tbe produce was increased to be 
almost equal to the consumption. Tbe supphes from 
the gardens bad indeed begun to fail for some time be- 
fore ; and we soon had little reason to regret their Iofs. 
We had, be^dea, the additional satisfaction of reflect- 
ing that the enemj were now cut off from a channel, 
through which it was not improbable thej had been in. 
formed of every occurrence which happened in the Gar- 

The 26th, a Frenchman, one of the crew of the 
Young Sabme, deserted in a boat to the enemy. The 
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night of the 27th, the Danish dogger, which brought 
ua the cargo of lemons, sailed ; and the next morning 
we observed her at anchor off Algeziraa. By the 29th, 
the enemj had finished the second branch of the line of 
approach, and begun the return for the third towards 
the western b«ach. Oar fire, as they advanced, be- 
came more spirited than ever, and must have been se- 
verely felt by the enemy in this exposed duty. The 
30th nas only distingnished by the arrivid of a polacre 
from Algiers with soap, oil, wine, and candles — a, very 
valuable cargo. 

December was introduced with bad weather. The 
Ist, arHved the Anglicaua prirateer from Smyrna ; 
and two nights after, she continued her vojage towardi 
England : Lieutenant Gage, of the Enterprise, went 
home passenger with dispatches. The 2d was parti- 
cularly stormy, with thunder and hghtning, which hap- 
pily did not continue long, or the works of the Garri- 
son might have materialty sufFered. The run poured 
down with such violence from the heights, forcing with 
it vast quanities of rubbish, stones, and loose earth, 
that the streets leading from the bill were instAotly 
ehoabed np, and considerable damage was done to file 
buildings. The enemy, notwithstanding the storm, 
completed their third branch, and raised the return io~ 
wards the east. Though the storm did not retard 
th«r finishii^ what th^ had begun in the evening, yet 
the chandeliers were very much sunk in many places, 
which employed their parlies five or six of the follow- 
ing evenings to repair. They also made some altera- 
tions in the direction of the second branch, and repair- 
ed the batteries in the lines. A brig arrived from Leg- 
horn on the 10th ; also three settees from Minorca. 

From the llWi, the enemy added every night bo con- 
siderably to the fourth branch of the approach, that on 
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Uie Uth, at night, they joined the ertremi^ of the 
eastern place d'arm^ ; and two n^hta following, be- 
gan a fifth branch, which, on the 19th, was extended 
to the east flank of the MilUbattery. Their operations 
had not been wholly confined to completing this Hne of 
commumcation ; a mortar battery for the sea was 
erected to the north of Fort St. Barbara ; and lai^ 
and small traverses were raised within both forts, to 
protect their men fVom our upper batteries. 

About noon on the 17th, a cannonade was heard to- 
wards the west, A oload of smoke waa observed near 
Tangier, and we afterwards learned that the Moors 
were firing a salute on account of the arrival of their 
Emperor. Three hundred and ninety ronnds were 
nmnbered, and it was repeated the next day. The 
reader will probably recollect, that the Garrison of 
Tangier is to us an object of some cmiosity, as having 
formerly been in the. possession of the Englbh. It was 
ceded by tbe Portuguese (who had been masters of H 
for some lame) to Kii^Cbarlea 11. aspartofthedowry 
of the Princess Catharine of Portugal, and remained 
under the English dominioa till 1684, when, tht nation 
refusing to pay the heavy expense attending its mainlcQ. 
ence against the repeated attacks of the Moors, the for- 
tifications uid mole were blown up, and the Garrison 
ordered to abandon the town. The Moors, afler the 
place was deserted, retumeidT and it has ever unce con- 
tinued in their poasesdon. When tbe English were 
masters of Tangier, the works on tbe land side were 
considered as almost impregnable ; and, for the accom- 
modation of shipping, a mole of conuderable ex- 
tent was advanced into the sea. 

Tbe present town is built at the entrance of a bay, 
mi the side of a hill, overlookii^ the sea. The Moors 
have endeavoured to restore the ci^ to its former im- 
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portonce ; but their efforts go elowlj on towards ac- 
complialiiiig that irurk. Tangier is the residence of 
several European comnls, and, in conjunction with 
Tetuaa, in time of peace, supplies Gibraltar, CadiK, 
LUbon, and other ports of, on the coast of Spain and 
Portugal, with fowls, beef, mntton, and fruit; it was 
aboDt this time the scene of some interetting transac- 
tions, which will shortl; be related. 

The enemy, on the 20th, began to erect tmaU tra- 
verses in the rear of their approach. OnlbeZlst, the 
Speedwell cutter. Lieutenant Oibeon, arrived with Go. 
vemment dispatches, after a warm engagement with 
the enem; off Ceuta, in which the Spaniards attempted 
to board the cotter, but were repnlsed. Lieutenant 
GU)Son WW dangerously woimdedin the action ; which 
was the only casualty on board. The 23d, arrived a 
privateer brig, called the Hannah, Captfun Venture, 
last &om Lisbon. She brought some excellent sup- 
plies ; and the da; following, two other vessels from 
Liverpool got in with a vaiiety of provisions : the car- 
goes of these ships vote sold by auction for 300 per 
cent, profit. 

It was abont this period, some letters of a curious te. 
nor were discovered in the possession of the deserter 
who came in, the a9th of September, in the drera of a 
peasant, and sud he was a lojeut. They were di- 
rected to Colonel Nn^aMAtite Hiberaiau corps, in 
the Spamsh service; and^^r purport of them was, 
" that Enropa was the most eligible place to attack the 
*' Garrison : acknowlec^ng baving received sereril 
" sums of money, and concluding with expressing his 
" fears lest he should be discovered j therefore desir* 
" ed the Ckilonel would concert some measures for his 
" escape." The man was immediately ordered into 
close confinement, and remained a prisoner lor some 
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time, till, an opportoni^ offering, he wm sent awaj 
from the Guriaon. We were afWwarda informed bj 
other deserters that he was sent in as a sp;, and liber&IIj 
rewarded for this hazsTdous service. 

The enemj, having completed ^eir ^proach to the 
Mill-batter;, were emplojed in dressii^ the communL- 
cation, and raising fascina-traversea in the rear, tor 
their greater protection. The 26th, and fidlowii^ 
nights, their carpenters braced with head-rails the chan- 
ddiers, which, owing to the late rains, had given way 
in several places. Tbey were so ver; nois; in this du- 
t;, OS to indvce a brisk fire from our batteries. The 
30th, a settee gtnng from Algeziras to the eastward, 
waa becalmed off Gnropa, and was boarded and bron^t 
in b; our boats. Manj private letters were found on 
board, which mmtioned the considerable loss the ene- 
my had snitsinedft'omonr fire. There were also a quan- 
ti^ of clothes, and s(«ns money. The next da; a set- 
tee got in from Minorca. 

Onr caipento^ in the bediming of Jannar;, were 
TeT7 busy in erecting st^es and tonporary cranes, in 
Camp and Rosia Bays, and tipon the Line-wall, above 
the Navy-yard ; wMch led us to iou^^ine, that the Go- 
vernor had received intelligence bj the Speedwell, that 
a eonvoy nught soon be expected. The reason for 
erecting these machines so far to the south, and at such 
a distance from the Garrison Btore-hoases, was the ap. 
prehenuon of being annoyed in disembarking the pro- 
viuous at Ragged staff, &c. from the enemy's advanced 
battery, which was now finished, and reported to mount 
eight ihirteen-inch mortars. These precautions will 
appear to be very prudent and essential, when the 
reader, on a further perusal, is informed of the rai^^ 
tad effect of the enemy's fire. Some alterations were 
also made in the worts at the New mole. 
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The lltb, a Spanish flag of truce, with tvo Moorish 
gtdlies, came over from the Orange-grove, having on 
board Conml Lt^e, hie Lad]', and all the British enb- 
jects wbo had been reeident in Barbarj. We had long 
complained of a neglect in that quarter, but were now 
convinced, lo our sorrow, that snch aocosations were pre- 
matore and ungenerous. The mercenary and avaricious 
^sposition of the Emperor had been bribed bj the Span- 
bh Ministry, with a present of one hondr^ thoneand 
coba {about L.7500 sterlii^), and a promise of the 
same snm annnally, with the redemption of a hundred 
African prisoners ; on condition tliat he should deliver 
up, lor a certun period, the ports of Tangier and Te- 
tuan, and banish from bis dominions the Coneol and 
subjects of Great Briton. Besides the present of mo- 
ney, and the redemption of a hnndred prisoners, the 
Emperor had permission to import &om Spun, grtun, 
which waa so remarkably scarce m Barbary, that a fa- 
mine waa apprehended. Without this circamatance to 
urge as a polliatire for entering into a treat; with this 
avowed and natural enemy, the Emperor would pro- 
bably have found it a diJBcalt task to persuada his sub- 
jects to desert thur old allies. 

As this defection of the Moorish monarch was of 
much importance to the Qarrison, and was in itself an 
object not undeserving political remarli, I shall snb- 
jc^ a short reladon of some transactions previous to 
this event ; with an account of the injurious treatment 
which Mr. Logie and the British subjects experienced 
before they quitted that country. 

1 bad formerly occa^on to mention, that in the ear- 
ly part of 1779, overtures were made by the Spaniards 
to (he Moors, to farm the ports of Tangier, Tetoan, 
and Larache. Of this, General Eliott received imme- 
diate information, by a confldenlial message from the 
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Emperor of Morocco. It did not appear that the Eni- 
peror, in this instance, was actuated hy anj other im- 
pulse than fHendEhip. But since, bj refilling to ac- 
cade to thrar offers, be m^bt subject his coasts to be 
insulted, it would of consequence be prudent to u-m his 
cruisers, in order to enable him toactonthedefensiTe: 
he therefore requested that tbe English would 8upp];f 
Mm with nuTal stores for three new vessels which he 
had lately built, the Taiue of which, on calculation, did 
not amount to fifteen hundred pounds. 

Such iq>parent disinterestedness, and so modest a 
dpmand, had a proper effect with the Governor, who, 
considering the Emperor's alliance of the lirst conse- 
quence to the welfare of the Garrison, recommended 
to Government to double the quuitit; of stores, that 
they might secure his Mendsliip. Ministers at home, 
however, did not consider hb alliance in the same light 
with tbe Governor and Consul, as Sir George Rodney 
arrived the January following without stores, or as 
much as an answer ; and the Spaniards (having then 
declared war) increasing in their propos^, the Em- 
peror, aAer repeated applications to Mr. Logie, to 
know when he m^ht expect tbe supplies he had given 
bim to understand were coming trora England, at 
length, by degrees, permitted the Spaniards to capture 
all British vessels under the protection of his guns. 
The Consul remonstrated gainst such proceedings, 
but in vain : the answer generally received, was, that 
the Spaniards bad the Emperor's leave; and if they 
ohose to take bim from his own house, the Emperor 
would not of^se them. 

These indignities Mr. L:^e was necessitated to over- 
look. He found the Spanish influence diuly gaining 
ground : he had therefore no alternative, but tacitly to 
■ubmit to the evils of his situation. He contrived, ne- 
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vertheless, to acquaint General Eliott with thia change 
in thar aflairs. 

Though there speared httie prospect of doing fur- 
tlier service to the Garrison of GibraJtar, bj remaining 
in Barbarj, Mr. Logiu stitl continued to reside at Tan ' 
per. The nafives were partial to tha English, and 
personaJlj attached to him ; and these circumstances 
he imagined, might probablj be improved to some ad- 

Thus matters proceeded till the beginning of Octo- 
ber, 17B0, when a party of the Emperor's black troops, 
which were quartered in the neighbourhood of Tan- 
gier, came to Mr. Logic's house, and being intro- 
duced, informed him the; had orderB from their Mas- 
ter to abuse and insult him in the grossest manner ; 
which thej immediatelj put in execution, b; spitting in 
his face, seizing him b; the collar, BJid ehreateiUDg to 
stab him with thdr daggers. 

Two dajs after this transaction, Mr. Logie «ae or- 
dered to attend the Emperor near Sallee. The 13th, 
he began his journej, guarded bj one of the Emperor's 
chamberlaios, and a part; of horse. Thej arrived at 
the camp on the 20th ; and the same evening Mr. Lo- 
gie was ordered into tha Emperor's presence. After 
various qnestions relalive to Gibraltar, to which such 
answers were given as were least likelj to please, the 
Emperor addresBcd himself to his troops, and a great 
miAi that were assembled on the occasion, saving, 
" the English wore an avaricloua, proud, and head- 
" strong people ; thej always attacked the head : but 
" when people cams to beg, they ought to crawl up by 
" the feet. He had however deprived (hem of every 
" b^iefit they formerly derived from bis country ;" 
concluding with ordering the consul to be taken to 
Sallee. Mr, Logie objected to this mandate, inform- 
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ing the Eraperor be wbs read; to attend hU emnp, but 
that his Sovereign's service did not permit bu trifliDg 
tMtty his time in visiting towna. 

The Emperor, after this interview, seemed to relax 
in bis severity to the consul ; allowing him to retnru 
to Tangier, and conaolii^ him with the promise that 
the British subjects should not be molested bj the 
Spaniards. The 26th of October, Mr. Logie arrived 
at Tangier, and found the Emperor had not deceived 

Affairs reiuained quiet till the 26th of November, 
when an order came to tit up all the British boatf, at 
the Emperor's expense, as he was determined to send 
the English awaj latistled. The consul however an- 
ticipated his intention, bj getting them completed him- 
self by the succeeding evening. The night of the 26tb 
the Spaniards, informed of the Emperor's resolution, 
sent a party on shore to bum the boats. They were 
discovered by the guards, and confined ; but in con- 
sideration of a sum of money, they were the next day 
liberated. Two days following, (he consuls attended 
to hear the Emperor's orders, which were brought by 
two of his secretaries : they expressed, that the Em- 
peror bad sold the port of Tangier to the King of 
Spain ; in consequence of which, every Christian, ex- 
c^ of that nation, was to quit the town and Bay ; 
awari^g slavery as the punishment of those who re- 
nuuned after the 1st of January, 1781. 

Mr. Logie was no sooner acquainted with thia or- 
der, than he departed for the Emperor's camp, then 
near Tetuan, in order to represent the impossibility of 
removing their property on so short a notice. He ar- 
rived on the 2d of December, but could not procure an 
audience. The 4tb, he had intelligence from Tangier. 
that a second order had compelled the British subjects 
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instantlj to remote to Marteen. Mr. Lugie mode se- 
veral attempts to hare this cruet order reversed, but 
in vain. He at length procured a friend to meDtion 
this dehoate point to the Emperor, who apparently re- 
lented, saying, the English should have pernusdon to 
remain twenty days tM collect th^ effects ; and so fur 
flattered them, as to make them believe they were not 
to be removed till the British fleet anired, if it might 
be expected soon. Mr. Logie was however aflerwards 
convinced, that the Emperor at this time wasinformed 
Ms orders had been executed, as the British subjects, 
amounting to 109, arrived at Marteen, a few miles from 
Tetuau, the subsequent eTening ; having been forced 
to abandon their vessels, houses, and all thdr proper- 
ty ; and compelled to submit to the greatest imposi< 
tiou, for the use of camels and mules, to remove their 
bedding and weu'ing apparel. The value of the ef- 
fects letl behind, Mr. Lt^e computed to amount to 
npwarda of luxtj thooeand pouuds. 

The heavy expense attending their removal from 
Tangier, with their stay at Marteen, to their Mrival 
at Gibraltar, Mr. Logie was obliged to disburse ; the 
Emperor's order on the 26tb of Novemher, haviog so 
much imposed opoD them, that they laid out what mo- 
ney they were possessed of^ in purchasing suoh articlet 
as tbej jacked would ha useful at Gibraltar, imaginii^ 
they were to be conducted immediately to that Garri- 

The Emperor removed on the 17lh of December to 
Tangier ; whence he usually sent, once or twice every 
week, some iosulling message to the Consul, charging 
the English with having cheated his Ambassador, aai 
being indebted to him several thousand cobs for :min> 
taioing the garrison of Gibraltar ; with others equally 
false and abuuve. 
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Mr. Logie, od the 26th of December, was informed 
that tbe Emperor had given up all the British aubjecis 
a» prisoners to the Spaniards, and that the succeeding 
daj thej were to be remored to A^iiraa, Being as- 
eored of tbe truth of this intel^nce, by one of the 
Emperor's Bervants, he burnt all his public papers, ta 
prevent their falling into tbe enemj's hands. The 
2eth, the Consul embarked with Idrs. Logie (who had 
attended him through all these troubles), uid about 
twentj more^ on board a schooner, without bring al- 
lowed time to take in an; refreshment for thrir vojage. 
Others, under similar rircnnistances, w«'e put on board 
other vessels. Thtj were guarded hj two Spanish 
cruisers, and for the flrst night put into Centit Bay : 
the uezt morning they proceeded across the Straits, 
and about noon anchored off the Orange-grove, but 
soon after were ordered by Admiral Barcelo to moor 
at the entrance of the river Palmones. Here the Con- 
sul was detained till tbe 1 1th of Janoary following, by 
which time an answer arrived from Madrid concerning 
their future destination. 

During this period, no offer was made to supply 
them with provirions or necessaries, though the Moors 
were permitted to purchase whatever tbe; wanted. 
Mr. L<^e therefore applied to the French Charge de* 
Affaira at Algeziras, wbo very generouely dispatched 
such articles as he Judged would he most acceptable. 
The I Itb, they were conducted to Gibraltar. 

The removal, or rather expulsion, of the British sub- 
jects from Barbary, was attended with other unfortu- 
nate consequences besides depriving us of provimons ; 
our conneiioo with Portugal becsme afterwards more 
precarious; and the Governor was cut off from a source 
of information, by which he was aoqnwnted with the 
enemy's operations both in camp and at Cadiz. Mr. 
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Lo^e had atiraja contriT^ to procure prett; certain 
int^gence at the enemy's motiona, bj those Moon 
«ho were in his interest ; for, the Spaniards allowing 
them to bring vtuioua srticlea to the army before Gib- 
raltar, and the fleet at Cadiz, and Mr. Logie lending 
them mooej to carrj on this advtuit^eoua trade, they 
^thfnlly cotniaanicated to him whatever came to thrar 
knowlee^ The last information Mr. Logie himself 
waa the beorer of to the GoTemor, which was, that the 
enemy bad a great number of fire-ships in the rivers, 
ready for immediate use. 

TTie 1 6lh of January, a brig came in from Madnra, 
in four days, with seventy butts of wine. The master 
had left London with a cargo to exchange at Madeira ; 
but a violent gale of wind had driven him to sea with 
his cargo incomplete, and half his crew ashore. The 
same day, the Moorish vessels which brought over 
Coneol Lc^e, returned to Algem-as. Two days fol- 
lowing, the Tartar privateer arrived with various ar- 
liclea from England : she brought His Majesty's mo- 
□ijesto for commencing hostilities sgiunst the Dutch. 

On the 19th, some eiperiments were made at AJge- 
liras, from two new Spanish boats, with mortars on 
board. We had some time before learned that they were 
preparing such vessels, and that they intended soon to 
try them against the Garrison, Their construction 
was upon a plan sitnilar to that of the gun.boats : the 
mortars were fiied in a solid bed of timber, in the cen- 
tre of the boat ; and the only apparent distinction was, 
that they had long prows, and braced their yards mora 
athwart the boat when they fired. 

The 21st, the serjeant commanding one of our out- 
guarda, deserted to the enemy : he went towards (he De- 
vil's tower, and once stopped, as if undetermbed to pro- 
ceed or not. He belonged to the 56th regiment, and 
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left & wife and fatnily behind : he h&d ^wajs been es- 
teemed of good character, and was much confided in 
bj' bin officers. Some pecnniaFf matters were supposed 
to be the reason of his deserting. This was the fanrth 
nun which we had lost in this waj within the course of 
a month. The 28th, a ship arrived from Leghorn 
with various articles. Id her passage she picked ap at 
sea the long boat of the Brilliant frigate, C^itiun Cur- 
tis, which we had been aniioLisl; expecting for some 
time with dispatches from England. On the 25th and 
27th, three of Hardenberg's breads had deserted ; and 
this day a rope was found near the signal house, by 
whichweimagioedthelasttwoofthemhadescaped. Tha 
Mth and SOth, two or three settees arrived, from aloft, 
with the produce of Minorca. By them we were in- 
formed that the BrilUant was got safe into Mahon, hav- 
ing been chased through the Straits by the enemy's 
cruisers in die n^ht. 

The enemy's working parties hod for several weeks 
been less nmnerous : their occupation was prinmpoll; 
confined to repairing the dami^ss done by the weathCT ; 
securing themselves agunst the effects of our firing, by 
splinter prools and traverses ; and collecting d^xits of 
different materials, in various parts of th^ lines. Tb^ 
advanced patroles frequently spproached very near our 
out-posts, but seldom waited a second discbarge from 
the seiitries. On our ude, the engineei^ were inde&- 
tigable in putting every thii^ in the best state of de- 
fence, lie enemy, it must be confessed, dealt openly 
in warning us, so long before-hand, of their intentions ; 
and the Oovemor was exceedingly active and diligent 
in preparing against whatever circumstances might 

The 1 st of Pebruarj we found, behind the Rock, the 
bodies of two deserters, who, in attempting to esc^>e 
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ft«ni the Oarrison, bod been dashed to pieces. One 
of tbem KM a man at the 5itth, who was migung the 
d«7 preceding ; the other, a seijeaot of the 73d, vho 
had deserted some mouths before. The 3d, we ob- 
■erred the enemj's artillerj examining the ordnance in 
th«r lines. The inMNoing of the Sth, a deserter from 
a Cataloniau r^nent came in, and reported, that the 
eaeraj posted ever; night a chain of sentries along the 
■Idrta of the GoTsntor's meadow, wliich were constantly 
visited by pstroles of carslr; to keep them alert i and 
that a ci4itain'B goard, besides artillery, mounted in the 
St. Carlos battery, as they called the advanced work. 
He said the camp was well supplied with provisiona. 
Sic. but that the men were sickly, and numbers of them 
deserted. 

It was about this period, that the ofGcers in Gibral. 
tar presented a memorial, through the commanding af- 
fioers of the different raiments, to the Governor, re- 
questing His Excellency, ai be must be convinced of 
die truth of the contenla, to tnpport it with his ^pro- 
bation and interest. 

The memorial stated, " That the ofiBcers of his Ma- 
" jeaty's several regiments of foot, serving under His 
" Excellraicy's command, had been ueaessarily exposed 
" to a great variety of inconveniences unce the com- 
" mencement of t)ie blockade, independent of the ad- 
" ditional duties which they had been required to dis- 
" charge: That, in particular, thcdr pay, which con. 
" ititoted their olue^ if not their sole support, had, at 
'■' different times, suffered a great diminution by the 
" exorbitant rate of exchange ;" wUch they stated to 
have fluctuated, during a certun period, between 40 
and 42 pence per dolhu", Gibraltar currency : " That 
" every article of clothing, and still more, those essen- 
" tial to lifo and health, were so advanced iii price. 
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" that, with the striotest eeonoinj, their pay wm totally 
" inadequate to the expenses absolutely iDdiepeiuable 
" in their present «tuation ; a rituation which, th^ 
" apprehended, precluded them, in a great measoi-e, 
" from participating with the officers at home in the 
" eitenuve promotions which had of late taken place 
" in the arm;. They therefore appealed to the pater- 
" nal feelings , the justice, and the hnmanity of Hi* 
" Eicellency ; trusting that, through his recommen- 
" dation and intercession, such assistance and protection 
" might be granted them, asthrar situation and services 
" deserved :" Concluding with a request, " that His 
" Excellency would be pleased to lay thdr prayer, with 
" all humility on their part, at His Mi^es^'e feet." 
This memoiid was seconded hy another of a dmilar 
import ; bnt no offidal answer was received to dther. 
It mnstbe confessed, that wider these circumsttmces, 
the sitoation of the officers was by no means flattering. 
Whatever obstacles might be in the way of their pn>- 
molioD , they could not help feeling the peculiar hard- 
ship of their situation : nio' was the inactive and tedi- 
ous service of a blockaded Garrison at all calculated 
to divert their minds, or to soothe them into an acqui' 
escence with Ihmr fortune. They reflected, with no 
very ^reeable sensations, upon the preferment which 
had been Uberatly bestowed npon young officers in 
Erglaod i while many subalterns in Gibraltar had (en 
or twelve years, or upwards, of strict Aatj and servioea 
to plead. Nay, the situation of some of them was pe. 
culiarly discouraging : for thor Mends had repeatedly 
offered to riuse companies to secure their rank ; bnt of 
such conaequence was the safety of Gibraltar esteemed 
by the Ministry, that orders were sent to forbid any 
officers leaving the Garrison, nuless rejdaeed by others 
from England. It is but justice to them, bowever, to 
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obMTve, that ibej in general, submitted to the evils of 
their utn&tion without monnuT or repining ; and ttut, 
preferring their coiintrj'a good to every partial consi- 
deration, they never publicly testified their discontent, 
except in the two reapectiiil meuKoiiils which they pre- 
lented to th^ Governor. 

A privateer, on the 9th of February, arrived from 
Mahon: she ran through ten cmisere, besides idi gun- 
boats, and was chased by a xebeque, but escaped Uiem 
all. The I7th, she continued her coarse for Ei^land. 
Mr. L<^e, who carried home dispatches, was & passen- 
ger, with several others. The 19th and 20th, arrived 
two poUcre ships from alo&. 

Our supplies from the eastward were t\ow pretty re- 
gular, and the boats and vessels in general very success- 
ful in their voyages. When the reader considers tho 
variety of difficulties and dangers attending this inter- 
course, he cannot but admire the persererance of these 
foreigners. Their vessels were generally of light bur- 
then, and open, exceptiiig a small scuttle abaft, which 
with the other parts of the vessel, was usually filled 
with part of their cargo. Their passage was seldom 
peribrmed in lesa than Gve days ; and sometimes it ex- 
ceeded ten, and fourteen. Their course was all tha 
way along the enemy's coast ; and even when arrived 
witfiiD sight of the Fort, the danger was greater than 
before, from the numb^ and vi^lance of the enemy's 
ombers : the horrors of a Spanish gaol Blared then) in 
the bee, with the chance of loung probably their ajj,. 
One circumstance indeed was iu their fityonr; their 
vessels, in the rigging, resembled those of the enemy. 
To the chance of deceiving them they were neverthe- 
less unwilling entirely to trust : it was thdr custom, 
therefore to make the Rock, if possible, about sun-set ; 
then strike sail, and lie-to, and at night push for the 
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Baj. B; mmreavrmg in tUs m&Dner Qiej frequently 
arrired safe ; and in that case, it must be confessed, 
ftey were amplj recompensed. . 

Ths 26tli, the regiments in Garrison began to be re- 
viewed : after the revieir, each regiment marched to its 
alaim post, and disdiai^^ seTeral rounds of parapet 
firing. The 26th, a brig under Genoese cdIddts came 
oTer from Algedras : the crew reported, the; had in- 
jured thfor mast, and put into Algebras for another, 
but that the Spaniorda had ill-treated them ; they 
therefore came aver to remedj their loss. To this 
story the Governor did not give implicit credit : > 
guard of a subaltern and twelve men waa sent on 
board { and after bdng for aome time detuned, her 
cargo, which was fruit, was sold. 

The want of bread in the be^nning of March, bd- 
gsn ^^lun to be severe!; folt : man; fimuHes had not 
tasted anj for several da^B. The poor soldiers, and 
still more the inhabitants, whose finances wonid not al- 
low them to purchase articles from the bCnorqnin ves- 
sels (the cargoes of which, by the way, were chiefly 
Inxories), were in intolerable distress. Biscuit crumbs 
sold for lOd. and Is. per lb. The allowance of the 
troops was also curtailed, and many Portognese flsh- 
ermm left the Garrison for want of this article. To- 
wards the conclosion of the monOi, the invalids of ths 
Garrison embarked on board tite Enterpriss frigate, 
and St. Fermin armed ship. The 27th, the former, 
with the Fortune sloop, suled for Hinoroa : and ths 
St. Fermin was to have accompanied them, hut in get- 
ting out of the New mole some acrident befell her, by 
which she was detained. In the course of the month 
several small craft arrived from Minorca ; Mid we lost 
two men bj desertion. 

The be^^ing of April, the Spanish Admiral called 
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in idl hit cmisera, and some morements took place in 
their dispoution, wluch seemed to indicate the expec- 
tationofa Bnperiorforofl. TheSd, weotwerTedtheirar- 
tiUer]' UTuiging the mortarB in Oie bEU-battsry ; 
vhich coDfirmed na in the conjecture. The sncceediog 
daj, a Brideh cutter, called the Resolatioo, airived 
with nun, coals, and logar, in twentj>mne dajs, from 
Pljmonth. The nuuter informed ns that he left x 
FLEET, wlucb was coming to oor relief, at anchor <n 
Torbaf. Our jay at this news was greater, if possi- 
ble, than when wo were told of onr former relief. The 
exigencies of the Oarrison, ^nce Admiral Rodney's de- 
parture, had been ai severe, if not more so than be- 
fore. Since the soldier, for himself, only receired 
weekly 5| lb. of bread ; 13 ox, of salt beef, IB ot. of 
pork, both of them almost in a state of pntre«cence ; 
3} oz. of batter, which was little better than rancid 
congealed oil i 12 02. of ruuns ; i a pint of pease ; 1 
pint of Spanish beans ; 1 pint Of whe«t, which (hej 
ground into flour for puddings i 4 oz. of rice, and ^ 
of a pint of oil : what then must be the suffer- 
ing of those who had a flunilj of small children to sup- 
port out of this pittance I or what must be the dEstri^Bt 
of die inhabitAOts, who had do nesislanee from the 

The night of the 3d, the St. Fennin, with the Bril. 
liant's tender, which had been forced bj a gale of wind 
to pnt into Gibraltar, sailed for Mahon : two xebequei 
immediately gave chase, and, we afterwards learned, 
csfitured the former. 

It being observed that the enemy had stationed at 
Cabrita Point, (though at some distance from the land) 
a sloop and two light br^, sapposed to be fire-shipa, 
the Captains of the privateers in the Bay proposed cut. 
ting out dM tloiqi, and homing the other vessels : ib* 
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plftn v»3 mentioned to the Govtmor bj an officer of 
the Qarrison, who had permiuion to take irith him a 
par^ of Toitinteers from the different corps, and join in 
the expedition. Abont eleven o'clock on the night of 
the 4th, they proceeded in four boats. When they set 
out, the mght was very favonrahle for the enterprise ; 
bat before thej reached the vessels, the moon suddenly 
■bone ferlh, and they reluctantly returned. Whether 
the Spaniards discovered the boat^ or not, is a matter 
of doubt ; it is probable they did, as the next morning 
four gun-boats joined them from Algeziras, and the 
sloop removed farther to the southward. 

The enemy, on the 5th, scaled several of their ord- 
nance in the batteries round the Bay ; two frigales 
were also placed in front of eight vessels, supposed to 
be fire-ships : the^e motions convinced us that the ene- 
my were aware of the fleet which was expected. The 
evening of the 7tb, the E^le pidvateer, of fourteen 
guns, arrived in fourteen days n'om Gla^ow : a xe- 
beque, a sloop of fourteen guns, a galliot, and eleven 
gun-boats, engaged her in the Bay ; but by warm fight- 
ing, and good saantanship, she escaped. The C^itain 
informed us, that the fleet bad sailed, and he was 
much surprised in not findiog them arrived. The fol- 
lowing day, the Spanish General visited the lines and 
advanced works. The 6th, only two xebeques and the 
gun-boats were at Algezlraa, the rest of their cruisers 
having left the station. The 11th, a felucca came 
round Cahrita, with oars, and with a press of siul -. im- 
mediately upon entering the Bay, she made a ugnal, 
which was answered at Algeziras by an English enrign 
at the mun-top-gaUant mast-head. Soon after, a boat 
went over to Centa, and the xebeqne which was sta- 
tioned at the Point was called in with the gun-boats. 
In the evening many ugnals were made from the west ; 
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and about nudmght arrived the Kite cutt«r, Capttuu 
Trollop, with the joyful Dews that the Conro; wu at 
the entrance of the Straits, under charge of Admiral 
Darby, with the Bbixuh Gkahd flkbt. 



CHAPTER V. 



Admiral Darby relieves OibralUr Spaniard* bombard tbe 

Toim Soldiera gwlt; of IrreguUritiea Tovn fre- 

quentl]' on Fire, and greatl; injured Oun and mor- 
tar boat* very troublesome to the Smy. — Admiral Dar- 

bj returns to England CapEmn Curtis arrives with B 

oonf oj of lictuallen Town in ruins Gun-bosta renew 

tbeir attacks on the Garrison ; fatal effects Inbabitanu 

mu^ alarmed hj their attacks One of the Enemy's 

magannes blown up — Oeneral Eliott adopts a mode of 
annoying the Snemy's camp, and oonstructs prames to 
oppose the gun-boats. — Bombardment abates. — The He- 
lena sJoop of war arrives, after a warm action with tlie 

Enemy — Singular system of firing, from the Enemy 

Melancholy bte of a matross. — Enemy make additions 

to their works Firing increases on both sides.-^Death 

of Major Burke Gallant behaviour of a working party. 

— A conspiracy discovered in the Novy Enemy, by 

thdr operations, demonsirate tbeir intention of beneg- 
ing the Garrison in form Ineffeotual attempt to de- 
stroy their balteries.— Several cutters taken.^Enemy 6- 
oUh their batteries. — General Eliott projecta a tally, 
whkh proves successftil. 

At dsj-break, on the 12th of April, the much expect- 
ed fleet, under the command of Admiral Darb]', waa 
in Eight firom our eignai-house, but was not discemibla 
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from below, htang obscured hj a. thick uuBt in the Gat. 
As the sun, however, heome more powerAi], the fog 
gradoBllj rose, like the cuirbun of e. vast theatre, dis> 
covermg to the aniious Ourison one of the most bean- 
tiiul and pleasing scenes it is possible to coDodve. The 
Convoj, consisting of near a hundred vessels, were In 
» compact body, led bj several men of war : dieir saili 
■ast enough filled for steerage, whilst the majority of 
the line-of:battle ships laj-to under the Barbar; shore, 
having orders not to enter the Bay, lest the enemy 
sbonld molest them with their fire-^ps. The ecsta- 
cnes of the inhabitants at this grand and exhilarating 
mght are not to be described. Their expressions i^ 
joj fSu- exceeded thdr former exultations. But, alas 1 
thej little dreamed of the tremendous blow that impend, 
ed, which waa to annihilate their proper^, and redoce 
many of them to ind^ence and be^arj. 

As the convoj ajiproachad the Bay, fifteen gun-boats 
advanced from A^eziras, and forming in r^nlar order 
under the batteries at Cabrita Foint, began a smart 
caDQonade on the nearest ships, seconded bj the gun 
and mortar batteries on the land. A line-of-battle ship 
and two frigates, however, soon obliged them to a pre- 
cipitate retreat; and, condnning to pursue them, the 
crews of several deserted tiieir boats, and look refuge 
amongst the rocks. Had our ships advanced at this 
oridcal juncture, and manned their boats, the whole 
might probably have been destroyed, and the Garrison 
by that means been rid of those disagreeable visitors 
which afterwards so harassed and annoyed us ; but the 
frigates, having dispersed them, thought no more of 
the bum4)oats, as some Naval officers contemptuously 
called them, and left them to be repossessed by the fii' 
gitives. 

The enrany, on the laud-side, were bx from bong 
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idte speotetiHv of thU reUef. On the first intiinatioD of 
Admiral Dftrb/a ^proach, preparations, it ia imagined, 
weav made in the lines, and a remforcement of artiller j 
ordered down from the camp; as at daj-break, before 
the fleet was well in sigbt, we remarked that their can- 
non were elevated, and the ^oi^es and rammers reared 
agunat the merlone. These, with other, appearances, 
indicated an int«ntioa of opening on the Garrison. 

Our private lettws had, for some time before, men- 
tioned that the Spaniards proposed to bombard Gibral- 
tar, if the Garrison was a second time relieved: bnt 
the truth of thisintelligenoe was doubted, it bdng con- 
ceived that no beneScial consequences could arise to 
them from such a oruel {voceeding. We however 
overlooked the predominant characteristic of the na- 
tion, which, particularly in this instance, seems to have 
influenced them more than an; other motive, and even 
to have carried them be;ond that line of prudence and 
caution, which in militai7 affturs ought t« be strictly 
Mended to. 

About three qvartws past ten o'clock, the van of the 
convoy came to an anchor ri£f the New mole, and Roma 
Bayt and,asifthis were the signal for the enemy to 
open, a smart fire immediatdy commenced ftoio Fort 
St PhiUp, followed by all the batteries which bmre up- 
on the Garrison. The number of ordnance bearing 
on the place, was as follows i the King's or Black bat- 
tery, (mounting )4 gnmX 13 bearing on the Garrison ; 
Fort St. PhiHp (37 guns), 11 bearing on the Garri- 
son 1 Inianta'a battery, of 7 gum ; Prince's and Prin- 
cess's batteries, of 14 guns each ; Fort St Barbara 
(23 guns), S bearbg on the Garrison : these, with 
about 50 mortars, distributed along thrar lines, and in 
St Carloa's battery, amount to 114 pieces of artillery t 
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all of heavj metal, being twentj-nz-poandero, and tlur- 
t«eD-inch mortare. 

The enemy'* caoniniade waa inatantlj retomed from 
Ok GarrisoD ; bnt onr artillery had orders to disregard 
their linea, and notice only the St. Carloa'i battery, 
which conseqoently toon slackened its fire. The mi- 
Mnble and terrified inhabitants, who jnst befbre weee' 
congratulating each other on the arrir^ of the fleet, 
now changed tbor exnltation to wmtow, and Booked, 
both old and yoong, men, women, and children, in the 
greatest confodon, to the southward, lettving their pro- 
per^, unsecnred, to the mercy of the soldio^. Tike 
shells from the St. Carlos's battery were directed to- 
wards the New mole ; the Convoy, howirrer, had been 
warned not to anchor within the range of their fire : 
the shipping, therefore, were not m Oie least molested. 
A settee was sank near the watoing-tank, and num- 
bers of shells fell on the red.«ndB, and in the ndgh- 
bonrhood of Southport, which added no little to the 
alarm of the Aigitives from town. The oiemy's other 
batteries were chiefly directed to Willis's, the Lines, 
and particulsrly the ground upon which the troops went 
intended to have been encamped. Between one and 
two o'clock thdr firing abated, sod in a short time 
ceased. Of this &TOiirable cessation the inhabitants 
availed themselves to seonre such valoable proper^ 
as could be expeditiously removed ; but the heavier ar- 
ticles, which the avaricioas and bard-heartad hockaters 
had kept concealed in their stores, to bring fiirth in 
small qnantities when the prices siuted, were all de- 
troyed in the coarse of the bombardment. 

About five o'clock, the batteries of the enemy again 
<^>ened, and the firing continued, without intermianoo, 
the remainder of the day, and the succeedii^ nig^t. 
It did not, however, interrnpt the disembarkation of 
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Uie suppling. Five hundred men, irith & propiirtion of 
officere, were ordered for that diitj : fhej were ailer- 
wiirds coDsider&ttly aagmented ; ttnd such waa the la- 
bour and diligence of the Garriaon, that the stores were 
landed; with the assistance of the Nary, in nine or ten 
days. Our casnalties, on the 12th, were bat few: 
Lieut. Boag, of the artillery, was wounded : also «s 
veral non-commissioned officers and privates. 

The bombardment was continued the 13th, and se- 
vera] soldiers were killed and wotmded in their quar- 
ters. In the course of the day, a hundred and Rttj 
men were ordered lo remove ammunition to the maga- 
zines on the hill, and an additional number to jdn the 
party employed in landing the supplies. The 11th, the 
guD and mortar boats fired upon the shipping, but were 
soon obliged to retire. Several barges attended, hav- 
ing officers in them, who seemed lo give directions 
how to point their cannon. Our batteries ceased firing 
this day, but the enemy's ordnance were kept going 
with great vivadty. They appeared to have got the 
exact range of the hnghts ; even the Royal battery did 
not escape their shells. En^gn Martin was slightly 
wounded with splinters of stones. No arrai^ement (^ 
the troops was yet known ; and the fitrmer distribution, 
given out in November, was totaJl} overthrown by the 
extensive rsnge of the enemy's fire. Officers, however, 
whose quarters were damaged, received marquees from 
the pubhc stores, lo encamp U the southward ; and the 
distressed inhabitants were accommodated with tents. 

It bdog remarked that the enemy's fire conriderably 
abated about noon, the Governor ordffl^ the town, 
guards to assemble at twelve o'clock ; by which regu- 
lation less danger was apprehended in relieving the 
men on duty. The night picqnets were hkewise ordered 
to occupy the casemates under the Grand battery, that 
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the; m^ht be »t hand to r^nforce the Dorthern g^nards, 
in case of alarm. The total strength of the piokets, 
at fhu period, wu two capttuiu, nine sobaltema, nine 
aergeaata, nine dnuuion^ and 391 rank and Ste. 
The caiue of the cessation in the enemy's Are at 
noon, arose from a cuitom, prett; general in Spain, and 
common, I believe, in most warm climalea, that of in- 
dul^ng themaelves with a meridian nap. Thin luiurj 
the Spaniards oo>jld not refuse themselves, even in war, 
and it WM invariabl; attended to during their jiiture 
operations against GibralUr.* 

Vice-Admiral Darb;, with the ships of war, continu- 
ed cruising in sight of the Ii«ck : the service however 
requiring dispatiih in landing the supplies, he detschod 
Rear-Admiral Sir John Lockhart Rosa to sqieriutend 
that duty in the Ba; : and the Garrison part; was aug- 
mented to upwards of a thousand men, besides oCBoers. 
The evening of the 14th, the enemy's shells were ver; 
profuse); distributed : some that did not burst we exai- 
mined, and on drawing the fuse, found inflammabla 
matter mixed with the powder : these combustibles set 
fire to a wine-house in the green-market, near the Spa- 
nish church ; and before the fire could be extinguished, 
four or five houses w«g^ burnt to the ground. Detach- 
ments from the regimenta and guards in town wero 
immediatel; ordered to quench the flames ; but the 
enemy's cannonade became so brisk, that great confu- 

* TbU will not appear >o eitraordinar; when the reader 
i* infwmed that, dunng tbe inauiTeotioa of Madrid, in 
1766, tbeiiuurgeDts, u ntentioDed by Major Dalijinple, in 
his Trareli thiough Spain, regulail; indulged tbemselvea 
with their tieaUit and then returned to their different placei 
of rendeivaus. Goiemment did the same ; so that there 
weraed to be a sleepy convention, for ■ few hours, every dajr^ 
bfiween administration and the mob. 
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sion eiuned. IVom this moment, ve m»; date tbe 
commancementoftliBinrtfpilftritiee into which, through 
resentment and intoxication, the soldiers were betntyed. 
Some died of immediate intozioatiaii, and eeveral w^re 
with difflcnll; recoTered, by oik, aod tobacco water, 
fi^>m a dangerous state of ebrietj. 

ThoHg'h riot and violenoe are most contrary to that 
spirit of r^^ular JiadpUne which should alvayi prevail 
in military aS^rs, sometluDg maj yet be urged in es- 
tennation of the conduct of the troops, which has been 
ao much the subject of reprehension amongst the peo- 
ple interested. The extreme distress to which the sol- 
diers had been rednced by the mercenary conduct of 
the hucksters and liquor-dealera, in hoarding, or rather 
concealing their stocks, to enhance the price of what 
was exposed for sale, raised amongst the troops, (whcA 
the; discovered the great quantities of various articles 
in the primte stores) a B^urit of revei^e. The first 
and second days, they conducted themselves with great 
propriety i but on the eve of the third day, tbwr disdp- 
line was overpowered by their inebriatiiin i and from 
that instant, r^pardlesa of puniahment, or the intreaties 
of their offioers, they were guilty of many, and great 
exoesaea. The enemy's shells soon forced open the 
secret rteesseB of the merobants ; and the soldiers in- 
stantly availed themselves of the opportunity to seiie 
upon the liquors, wbieh thqr conveyed to haunts of their 
owD. Here, in parties, they barricaded their quarters 
agsjnst all of^pos^rs, and, iosendble of their danger, 
regaled themielvee with the 8p<nU. Several skirmishes 
occurred amongst them, which, if not seasonshlj pot 
a st<v to by the interf<7eiice of officers, might have 
ended in serious consequences. 

It did not appear, through all their intemperance, 
that these irregularities arose from any cause so much 
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u a spirit of revenge against the merchanta. A great 
qnanlitj of liquor, &c. was wantonly iJestrojed t and 
in tome cuea, incredible profuaion prevtuled. Among 
otber initaooeB of caprice and extravagance, 1 recollect 
that of roasting a pig bj a fire made of cinnamon. 
The offenders were at first confined and reprimanded, 
which the Governor judged would have a, greater ef- 
fect than punishment ; but relapung a second time, he 
was convinced ioa lenit; was disr^arded ; and he waa 
therefore compelled to use more rigorons meaenrea. 

I have thoi^ht proper to digress a little upon this 
Bolgeet, not in justification of the aoldia^ but to ae- 
qmint the world with the truth ; ae some, who have 
related the occurrencBS of this period to thwr fnendi, 
have omitted ddng the Garrison the justice to annex 
the account of thrir fbrmer hardships. Besides, had 
the troops been in the bi^Mst degree abstemious, the 
enemj'a fire would soon have destroyed what was only 
the sooner conmmed b; their extravagauoe t for the 
inhabitants were too much alarmed for the safety of 
tiidr own persMu, to attend to the security of their ef- 

I ibrgot to mention in its place, that, previous to the 
bombardment, the sick in town had recured ordo^ to 
rtonove when the firing commenced : on the IStb, 
therefore, the men were conveyed to the Naval hospi- 
tal at the southward. 

The 15th, the bombardment was continued with 
greater vivacity. Not content with lUschai^ing their 
ordnance regularly, they saluted us almost every in- 
stant with a volley of eight or ten cannon, besides mor- 
tars. Our batteries remained ^ent, and the guns at 
'Willis's were drawn behind the merlons, to secure them 
against the enemy's shot. It was observed, they di- 
rected a great number of shells towards the working 
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pariide, ajid about the Victuttlling-'Officd. In (he morn- 
ing, the gun-boats agmn attacked the ships of war 
and transports ; and the Nsv; returned a smart fire. 
About noon, Lieut. Badworth, of the 72d regiment, 
an4 Surgeon Oieaholme, of the 56th, were wonnded 
b;r a splinter of a shell at the door of a northern case- 
mate in the King's bastion. The former was danger- 
onstjT scalped, and the latter had one foot taken olT, 
and the other leg broken, besides a wound in the 
knee. The troops in town, in the afternoon began to 
encamp at the southward, and to be regnlarlj distri- 
buted amongst the casemates in town. The following 
was the arrangement. To the HanoTerians were al- 
lotted the bomb-proofe under the Grand battery, occu- 
pied bj the picquets, which in consequence removed to 
Landport gatewaj, and Prince of Hesse's casemate. 
The 12th, 39th, and 56th regiments, were ordered to 
possess Monti^ue's casemate, with the Galley-house, 
and Waterport gateway : those who could not be ac- 
commodated in these qoartera, encamped above the 
South barracks and Navy hospital, on the declivity of 
the hill : the 72d regiment totally withdrew into the 
King's bastion, and the 5dth and 79d regiments re- 
miuned in the South barracks : the artillery and engi- 
neers were disposed of on the same plan. Several days 
elapsed before the troops were properly settled. The 
ground on which they encamped, was very steep and 
rugged : it was necessary therefore to level it into ter- 
races for the men to pitch their tents. The regimental 
stores were also to be removed, and other duUes of a 
similar nature executed, before the troops could be 
con^dered as properly established. 

The gun-boats attacked the shipping on the 16th, 
and endeavoured to molest the parties employed in 
landing the provisiotis: but aline-of-battle ship, and 
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two fngtiie*, soon obliged them to retire. In the 
ooune of tha daj, the women uid children who had 
tkkeu refuge with their buabands and frleads in the 
ouenutea in town, were ordered to remove and encamp 
at the southward. Though this ord^, firom mative« 
of humanity, was not strictly enforced, jet it greatlj 
relieved the nen, and iu a measure removed our ^pre- 
iienaions of some infectioui disorder being gen^«ted 
from thrar crowded and confined situation. The offi- 
cers were under the necessity of participating with the 
men in these unpleasant accommodations ; their pre- 
sence, however, produced this beneficial consequence, 
that th^ often prevented the men from inducing in 
those eicasses, into which, otherwise, the; undoubted!; 
would have entered. The same da;, the Quaen's- 
lines. Main, New-mole, and Bosia guaida, were ordered 
to be Captain's guards. 

The enem;, on the 17th, first reached the Rock-gun 
with shot from the seven-gun batter;. Colonels Ross, 
Oreen, and Ficton, were appointed the same da; to rank 
as Brigaiters t and CapL Wilson of the 7Sd regiment, 
Uenteuant Hollowa; of the engineers, anj Captain 
Pictou of the 12th raiment, were appointed thur 
brigade-m(y<»^ Two field-officers, with a captain from 
each r^^ent, and <Hie subaltern for ever; fift; men, 
were ordered also to superintend the disembarkation of 
proviuons. In the afternoon, the shells of the besieg- 
ers set flre to ihe stores in the Spanish church. Par- 
ties were instantl; detached from the main guard, 72d 
regiment, and others corps in town, to remove the pro- 
viuons. The Ideuteoant- Governor with his Aide-de- 
camps were present, encouraging the men to perform 
this duf; with expedition. The enem;'s fire at this 
time was remarkabl; spirited ; nevertheless, the grenter 
part was saved b; the activi^ of the parties. Many 
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caalu of Soar were brought into the Kh^'a bsition, 
and piled as temporar; traTeraes before the doors of 
tha Bouthem CAsenuttes, in which several penoos bod 
been killed and wounded in bed. These traverses, 
however, did not contjnne long; for the men, when 
the spoils in the town became aoarce, considered those 
barrels, which the enemj's shot had [ueraet), as lawftil 
prizes. The contents were soon scooped up and fried 
into pancakes, a dish which they were verj eipert in 
cooldi^ ; and the npper casks, wanting support fi'om 
below, gave waj, and the whole came to the ground. 
Thoi^h the flour b; llus means was in a great measure 
lost to Government, jet the nnmber of acddenta which 
these traverses preveDted, greatl; overbalanced the va- 
lue of the article. Travtirsea of another nature were 
afterwards erected in thedr room. 

The gun-boats, on the ISlh, fired again upon the 
shil^iing and men of war cruising in the Baj. The 
Hinerva and Monsieur frigates, had several men dan. 
gerousl; wounded ; and the Nonsuch had a mast crip- 
pled. T^e Navy, after this attach, no longer consi- 
dered these boats in the same desfdcable light as on 
their first entrance into the Ba;. In the coarse ofthe 
day, a shell fell through the arch of the Galley-hoiue, 
where part of the 39th, and some of the 12th regi- 
ments were quartered : it killed two, and wounded fbur 
prtvatee. In oonseqaeuce of this ouexpected casualty, 
the troops removed thence, and joined their raiments 
at the southward. 

Onr batteries, especially at Willis's, by this time ex. 
hibited a very disorderly and ruinous appearance. 
The ordnance had been withdrawn when the artillery 
ceaaedtofire: butthemerlons were now cousiderobly da- 
maged, and some of the cannon dismounted and injur- 
ed. The Lines were also nearly choaked up with loose 
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■tones and rubbish, brought down b; the shot &om the 
rock above ; the travereea a]Dng the Uae-nall were 
greatl; injured ; and the town, pi^cularlj at the north- 
ward, ^^oached ever; daj towards a final demolition. 
The engineers, however, were ordered to prepu^ ma- 
terials for repairing the Queen's battery at Wilhs's ; 
and parties of workmen were employed in carrying up, 
from below, sand-bags and other requisites for that 
purpose. New traverses were likewise begun aloi^ 
the different comraunications, higher, stronger, and at 
■horter distances than the old ones. 

The gun-boats renewed thdr attack, the 19th, on the 
thipiung, but were soon obliged to retreat. In the 
course of the day, the terrace store-house was set on 
fire. The oamp-equipage of the Garrison being in an 
adjacent house, parties from the r^ments in town 
were ordered to remove them with the greatest expe- 
dition. The men generally received some gratuity from 
the Governor for these tuuardous duties. The follow- 
ing day, the supplies being landed, the fleet in the evea- 
ii^ prepared to return to the westward. Before tiiey 
weighed, their good friends the gun-boats gave them a 
parting salute, and did some damage. By «i o'okxdc 
the whole were under way. Many merohantmen, 
fi-eighted with merchandise, and artieles much wanted 
in the Garrison, returned with th^ cargoea ; the mer- 
chants refusii^ to take them, on account of the bom- 
bardment. <^eat numbers of the inliabitants, and of- 
ficers ladies, likewise embraced this opporttuiity of leav. 
ii^ the Garrison. 

The impatience of the British Admiral to disembark 
the supplies, that he might not lose the opportunity of 
the easterly wind to return from the Mediterranean, 
had prevented the Garrison from nnloading the col- 
liers that had arrived with the fleet : these ships were 
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therefore skattled in the New mole, lo be discharged 
at leisure. The ordnance-transports were also ordered 
within the boom for the same purpose. In the onrse 
of the 20th, the VtctnaJHng-office was en fire for a short 
time ; and at night, the Town was on fire in four dif- 
ferent placos ; but the public stores being safe, do at- 
tempts were made to extingnish the flames. 

The enemy's cannonade and bombardmeat continned 
sKll yerj brisk. The 21st, fortj-two rounds were 
Humbled in two minutes, between six and eight 
o'clock. The Garrison flBg-ata£f on the Grand battery 
was so mnch injured by their fire, that the npper part 
was obliged to be cut off ; and the colours, or rather 
the glorious remains, were tiaiUd to the stump. The 
erening of the 22d, the combustible matter in th«r 
shells setting fire to some fiiadnes at Waterport, Lient. 
Cunningham of the 39th regiment, was wounded m eX' 
tinguishing them. The fate of (his joung gentleman 
may he considered as eiti'aordinary. On eiaminmg 
tike wound, which was in the head, it appeared to triC. 
ling, that tiie surgeon judged his skull nnbort ; and his 
seemii^ recovery ooufirmed the opinioD. Something 
more than a fortn^ht elapsed, when he compl^ned ot 
a pain in his head : he immediately took to hiabed, and 
in a short time expired. After his decease, a consider. 
able fracture was discovered, with a quantity of ei- 
travasated blood en<nrcling the brain. 

The gun and mortar boats, on the 28d, fired upon 
our parties raiding the provisions at the southward. 
Two hundred and sixty shot and forty shells were dis- 
chimed, eeva:«l of which fell ^raut the camp, and pow- 
der-magazines. The wife of a soldier of the SBth 
r^ment was killed behind the South barracks, and se- 
veral men wounded. The bombardment from the 
Unes was now in some degree abated, in consequence 
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of thdr batteries htang shaken uul iojured b; ibek own 
constant omnonade. We obserTed, during this daj, 
B noinber of mules, with carts bringing mateiiaLs (o the 
line to repair them. Our artiller;, at night, annojed 
them with a few rounds from the batteries abore Wil- 

The 24th, a ihell fell at the door of a casemate, un- 
d^ the south flank of the King's bastion, and wounded 
fbor men within the bomb-proof. This casemate had 
beon appropriated u « magazine for the bastion, and 
the powder had onlj been removed to the opposite 
oasemate a few dajs prerious to this aocident. In the 
afternoon, a soldier of the 12th regiment desn^d from 
Laodport-guard ; in consequence of which, tbe towu- 
guards were ordered to assemble, the subsequent day, 
at two o'clock P.M. The enemj, however, not in- 
creasing their fire as was expected, the fpiards after- 
wards mounted as before. 

The Garrison -orders of the 26th expressed, that anj 
soldier, conTicted of b^g drunk or asleep upon hi* 
post, or found marauding, should be intmtdialely exe- 
cuted. These measures, rigorous as the; ma; appear, 
were become absolutelj necessary, and, in realitj, had 
been too long deferred. The soldiers were now arrived 
at so high a [utoh of licentiousness, that no respect waa 
paid to diMT officers, and scarcely obedience to them 
even when on dut j. Such behaviour, if not curbed in 
time, too commoni; induces very serious consequences. 
At the same time that this order was issued, the ref^ 
roents quartered at the southward were commanded, 
in esse of alarm, to assemble, in two lines, on the Red 
•auds, the British in front, and the Hanoverian brigade 
in the rear. The troops in town bad their stations 
likewise alloted them. 

In the afternoon of the 27th, a convoy of twenty 
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victuallers, noder charge of four fiigatea and the For. 
time sloop, arrived m thirteen dajs from Minorca. It 
now ^ip^red that the Governor did not entirelj depend 
on rec^ving snceonra from England, but thoogbt it 
pmdeni to obtain supplies from other quarterB, lest an^ 
acddent ahould prevent the BritJsb fleet arriving in 
time to bis relief. Thai determined to provide sgsJmt 
1, he had leoretly ordered pi ' ' 



be purchased from the priies t^cen aloft, and shipped 
cm bowd vessels that were hired for that purpose. 
Cqitaiu Cnrti*, of the Brilliant frigate, had the charge 
of this valoahle Canvo; ; and the socoess attending tbe 
enterprise demonstratw irith what secreo; it had been 
eoDdocted. The; ware ignorant of Admiral Darbj 
havii^ been in the Mediterranean, and were agreeablj 
Mirprised to find from the enemj no opposition to their 



Tbe pTOVinons thrown in bj the British Admiral 
were not jet stored ; nor had the; anj further proteo. 
tion against the weatbar, than a covering of canvas, 
formed from the sails of the colliers that were rmi 
ashore in the New mole. Under these unavoidable 
circnmstances, it was pecnliarl; nnfortonate, that the 
rains at tMs period should be unusaall; heav;, and of 
bfog continuance. Tbe troops also were verj material 
sufferers from this inolanenc; of the weatbor. Tbe 
run, that ponred down in torrents from tbe &ce of the 
bill, soon broke down tbe loose banks of earth raised 
to cover the tents, which, being [diohed on the decUrily 
of tbe bill , were swept awa; b; tbe force of tbe stream ; 
and thus the fadgaed soldier, who soarcel; was one 
nigbt out of three in bed, was frequently exposed, at 
midnight, to a deluge of rain. These misjbrtunes, 
boweror, taught them to provide against suoh ftiture 
■cddenti ; and in a iW months, a&ar some labour and 
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attention, their qiurtera wara more comfortable and 

The remainder of the month tita remarkable for ex- 
cesuTe rtim, attended with most dreadful thunder and 
lightning, which, daring the night, in addition to tta« 
Are &om the enemj, had an awftd and tremendoos ef- 
teet. The bombardment continued warm and wdl 
anpported ; but the enemj did not i4>pear to hare taj 
partionlar object. In the earlfpart of the daj, Ihe^in 
general Ared prettj smartlj ; about oooo thor batte- 
ries slackened, and from twelre till two o'clock almost 
totallj ceased : kfter two tiiej recommenced, and per- 
■evered till the succeeding meriduui. Daring ths 
night the; directed th^ Are priueipall; to the he^ts 
and lines, aa probablj Ihej had information b; tbe laat 
deserter, that we employed, erery night, parties to 
dear and repur those works. 

The morning of the SOtii, we discovered the gun and 
mortar boats approachiog the Garrison : thej took 
their stations ofF the town, to avoid the fire from the 
frigates, and Taried very little from theJr former at- 
tacks. Hre shot landed on Windmill-hill, which was 
esteemed a remarliable long range. We returned a 
brisk and well-directed fire ; and they retired. It 
was remarked that the land-batteries were in a measure 
nlent during their stay. In the evening, au Hanove. 
rian, with some others, was detected marauding in a 
store : the party was given in charge to a sentry, but 
the former attempted to escape : the sentry called him 
to stop, otherwise he would fire ; wUch be not coBb 
plying with, the sentry shot him dead on the spot. A 
general return of casualties, &c. forevra^month, is in- 
serted at the conclusion. 

Early on the 2d of May, two settees arrived from 
Algiers, laden with sheep, wine, and brsndy. The 
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enemjr now seemed to have ^ven up the idea of block- 
ndiag lu to a surrender. No cruisers had been ob- 
served out since tlie departure of Admiral Darby. In 
the evening a shell from Ibe Garrison fell upon the 
eutero traverse, in the St. Carlos's battery, under which 
was their magazine, and, communicaUng with the pow- 
der, blew it np. The explosion was not load ; but 
the damage was so verj considerable, that the ordnance 
were ulant for several days. Onr ardllery annoyed 
the enemy greatly daring Uieir coD^ion, though they 
kept np a brisk discliarge jrom the lines, at the rate 
of two hundred and fifty rounds an hour. The day 
following, Lieut. Willington, of the artillery, was 
wounded at Willis's. The Sth, a soldier of the 58th 
r^pmenf was ezeeuted on the Grand parade, at the 
door of the store where he was detected plundering. 
Ifis body hnng till sunset, as an example to other of. 
f^dere. 

The enemy's cannonade and bombardment continued 
to be wide and scattered, apparently having no parti- 
cular object. Shells were yet lavishly expended ; and 
what was very singular, many of those which fell blind, 
contained, on examination, a vast quantity of sand mixed 
with the powder. We could not otherwise account 
for this unusual circumstance, than by supposing the 
powder was stolen by their people in the khoratories. 
Other shells still diffused, on thdr explo^on, combus- 
tible matter, which, setting fire to the loose timber and 
wood dispersed amongst the ruins of the town, greatly 
endangered the King's stores and mt^^ines. This 
induced the Governor, on the 6(h, to publish a placard, 
^ni^ng to the inhabitantB,that such materials, of tins 
nature, as were not removed out of the reach of the 
enemy's fire, would be converted to the King's use. 
The morning of the 7th, &e gun and mortar boats fired 
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upon (he town and the New mole ; the; it&jed ^MUt an 
hour, and then retired. We retomsd upward* of fonr 
hnndred round* with great vivMit; ; which grertlj dis- 
pleased the Governor r " There would be no end," h« 
said, " of expending ammnnition, if we fired every time 
" thej came, and while thej were at so great a dis- 
" tance : in ftiture," he ordered, " no notice to be fau 
" ken of ttie gmt-boats, unless they approached within 
" the distance of grape." The Ml, Ci^tain Fowlia, of 
the 73d, was wounded in the lines. 

The enemj's fire was now more regtdar ; we no long- 
er experienced the sodden fits that had induced them 
to discharge a whole battery at a voUej ; il amonnted, 
about this time, upon an averse, to fifteen hundred 
rounds in the twenty-fonr hours. The 9th, Lient. 
Lowe, of the Itith regiment, a saperintendant of the 
worUng parties, lost his leg by a shot, on the slope of 
the hill under the castle. He saw the shot betbre the 
fatal effect, hut was fasdnated to the spot. This sud- 
den arrest of the &ctdties, was not uncoromoa : seve- 
ral instances occurred to my own observation, where 
men, totally tree, have had their senses so engaged by 
a shell in its descent, that, though sensible of dieir dan- 
ger, even so far as to cry fbr assistance, they have been 
immediately fixed to the place. But what is more re- 
markable, diese men have so instantaneously recovered 
themselves on its fUl to the ground, as to remove to a 
place of safety before the shell burst. He gun and 
mortar boats repeated their visit on the 1 1 th, htit fired 
from so respectfiil a distance, that scarcely a shot came 
ashore. Our batteries were manned; nevertheless, 
not a gun was returned. Lieutenant Thornton, of the 
13th regiment, was wounded the same day with splin- 
ters of stones, thrown up by a shot which grawd be- 
twixt his legs. 
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Tho bui1cliag« in toim, at this time, exhibited amort 
dreadiiil picture of the effects of so animated a bom- 
bardment. Scarce a house north of the Grand parade, 
was tenantable ; aJl of them were deeerted. Some few 
near Southport, continued to be inhabited bj loldierB' 
families ; bat, in general, the floors and rooft were 
destrojed, and the bore shell onl; was left stuidbg. 
The Governor and laentenant- Governor, however, 
maintiuned thnr qnarters, havii^ parties constant!}' 
employed in repturing the damage. Both had bomb- 
proofa ; and the former afterwvdg bad a large tent, 
pitched on a risuig situation south of the Red sands, 
where, with hU suite, he generall; remained dnring the 
day, returning at night to town ; litrt the Lieutenant- 
Govemw constantlj resided in town, having accorn- 
modatlons in the King's bastion. 

The evening of the 12th, the gun and mortar boats 
fired upon the Garrison from off the Old mole, second- 
ed by a Tery warm fire from thrar land batteries. 
Several shells from the former ranged as high oa the 
wgnal house, and some fell over the rock. They dis- 
charged a hundred and eighty shot, and fbrtj-dz shells, 
and then retired, throwing up the ttsuol signal of a 
roclcet from each boat Thoi^h our batteries w^e 
ntaoned, the Garrison remained silent. About the 
13th, and for a few succeeding daji, the enemy's shells 
were directed fiw an unusual long range. One fell on 
the forecastle of a collier in the New mole, and pierced 
both dects, but ^ not bnrit. Two fell amongst the 
prorinons on the New mole parade, and snotber in the 
middle yard of the South barracks: a splinter of the lat- 
terflewtotheNavyho^tal. The 14th, a shell fell into 
flie Small annoory, near Southport, hut fbrtuaately 
did little injury. The 17th, the Jews aynagogua and 
other bmldings yiav burnt down. The following day, 
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a shell from our upper batteries blew up tbe Guard- 
room in the place ^armei of Fort Barbara. Our en- 
gineers were si this time emplojed every night in clear- 
iog- the works, filling up shell-holes, and repairing tbe 
glacis and traverseg at Waterport. The enemy's fire 
at this period seldom exceeded a thousand rounds in 
the course of twenty-four hoars ; their batteries were 
much shalcen with the firing, and parties were constantly 
bringing supplies of ammunition to the lines, and dif- 
ferent materials for tbe repair of th^ worliE. 

An attempt was mode by tbe Nary, on the IStb, to 
out off a polacre becalmed qeor Europa Point ; but, a 
breeze springingup, she escaped. The gun-boats soon 
after came out, apparently with an intention of aveng- 
ing this affifont ; btrt the wind freshening, they return- 
ed. Tbe cannonade from the enemy was now princi- 
pally directed at our upper batteries. The rocb-gun 
mounted on tbe summit of the northern front, was be- 
come as warm, if not warmer than any other battery ; 
and scarcely a day passed without some casualties at 
that post. The gun and mortar boats, early in tbe 
morning of the 20th , repeated their attack on the Gar- 
rison and shipping. They were arranged in two divi- 
sions, those to tbe northward directiog thdr lire to- 
wards the King's bastion and Soutbport, but ipost of 
tbdr shells brolte on tbe face of the rock ; whilst the 
southward division annoyed tbe sbippii^ and camp. 
Tbeir usual signal for retiring was made about a quar- 
ter past three o'clock. On this occasion we returned a 
few shots from the town-batteries. 

At the commencement of the bombardment, the ont- 
guards of Bay-side and Lower Forbes's had been with- 
drann from those barriers, and an officer's guard sta- 
tioned every night in the Fleche, a work erected near 
tbe Inundation at tbe foot of Landport glaos. On the 
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tnocnii^ of the SIA, the iHitrie* at this post oblM^ed a 
man adTancing, with great drcumapectioii, eloDg the 
caiuewaj: uutead ottaeweimg wheo challenged, he 
immediately dropped. Lieut. Wetham, oftheSSth re- 
giment, the officer on dutj, suspecting he catne to ra- 
oonnoitre, instantlj, with the sergeant, ti^nt out to seize 
him ; hut the man riaing, be pursued, and was within 
a very short distance of securing him, when hefdl into 
a shell-hole near Baj side, and the man escaped. It 
was imagined that curiositj bad prompted him to make 
trial of the alertness of our sentries. His hat, which 
fell off in his retreat, his fireleck with bajonet, and 
pouch filled with twenty-nine rounds of ammunition, 
were hung on the palisades of the barrier, and were 
afterwards hrongbt in. 

Early on the morning of the 33d, a splinter of a shell 
wbi<:b fell and borst on the Chiox^-battery, ranged 
upwards of two hondred yards, and cutting the apron 
of the morning gun on the Sonth bastion, fired it off. 
This angular cu-comstanoe, happening some hours 
before day-break, not a little surprised those who heard 
the report, and were ignorant of the cause. Our fire 
was now increased to about a hundred and fifty rotnids 
in the twenty-four heart, the enemy's parties being re- 
pairing the lines of approach. Their canncnade, on 
the contru7, was rednt^, upon an average, to ni hun- 
dred and fifly rotmds. 

The d^t of the 2Sd, the gun' sod mortar boats re- 
newed their attack upon the camp, which, in ita conse- 
quences, was more dreadful than any ve had hitherto 
experienced. The silence ohserred by the Garrison 
during their preceding visits, emboldened them, on this 
ocoaiion, to advance so near, that we could distinctly 
hear tb^ officers give orders to the men, who fre- 
quently cried oat to as in Spanish, to " take care." 
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During the first and second roundi, the shells fell over 
Windmill-hill into the sea ; bnt this mistake they soon 
rectifled, aod the attack became eiceasivelj smart. 
Two shells fell within the hospital-wall, and a shot 
passed through the roof of one of tlie pavilions. A 
■hell fell in a house in Hardj-town, and tilled Mr. I»- 
rael, a very respectable Jew, with Mrs. Tourale, a fe- 
male relation, and his clerli. Another, from the St. 
Carlos's battery, fell into a house near South shed, in 
which were fifteen or sixteen persons : the shell burst i 
bat all escaped, eicept a child, whose mother had ex- 
perienced a similar fate some time before, A soldier 
of the 72d regiment was killed in his bed b; a shot ; 
and a Jew buteher was equally unfortnnat*. In all, 
seven were killed, and twelve or thirteen wounded. 
A splinter of the shell which was so fatal amongst 
Mr. Israel's family, ia now exhibited, as a curiosity 
worthy of notice, in Sir Ashton Lever's valaable mu- 
seum, where this afiecting story is also related. The 
wlenee of the Garrison, when the destructive effccta of 
this attack were publicly known, caused great secret 
(Uscontent amongst the soldiers ; and such representa- 
tions were made to the Governor, that he ordered the 
artillery to return their fire when IJiey repeated their 

The evening of the 97th, the ei^ineo^ with a strong 
party, repaired the Queen's battery (Willis's). The 
new merlons were rused with sand-bags on the base of 
the old ones, and the whole waa completed before 
morning gun-fire. The followii^ day, a squadron of 
BoBsian men of war passed through the Stnuts to the 
west. Whilst they remained in sight, the enemy in- 
creased their fire upon the Garrison. The same day 
arrived the Generfd Murray privateer and a polacro 
from Minorca, with wine, brandy, lemons, and soil ; 
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and in the eveniag, the Enterprise frigste, with seven- 
teen ordnance-ships and transports, sailed for Eng- 
land- The enemy discovered them before they qiut- 
ted the Bay, and repeated Uieir eignalg towards Cadiz. 
The Gikrrison flag-staff, on the Grand battery, was 
now so mutilated, and the Sag so much torn by the 
enemy's shot, that it became necessary to erect e. new 
one, which was done the night of the 28th ; and it 
served to engage the attention of the enemy in the suc- 
ceeding day's fillip* 

The morning of the 29th, two British frigates, the 
Flora and Crescent, which had conveyed the Minorca 
ordnaoce-sfaipe to M^on, appeared from the east. Cap- 
tain Peere Williams, in the former, stood towards the 
Bay, and brang informed by Captain Curtis, that the En- 
terprise had sailed the precedii^ evening, put abont, and 
followed his coosort, the Crescent, wUch was then 
chasiDg two vessels, apparently Dutchmen, under the 
Barbary shore : and soon after they disappeared, we 
heard a cannonade to the west ; which most likely pro- 
ceeded Irom the ensuing eng^ement, as we afterwards 
learned that the ships chased were Dutch JKgatea.* 
At noon the same day, two artificers were executed at 
the White Convent in Irish town fbr moranding ; and 
the following day, one of the 58th sufi'ered for the 
Bame offence. The 3Ist, in the evening, a ship under 
R^usan colours, attempting to get rotmd Europa Point 
to proceed to Algeziros, was driven under our guns, 
and ob%ed to come in. She was laden with wheat 

' Caplun Williams, m this action, took his opponent; 
but the Crescent, from name uofonunate aceideots, was 
compelled to suirendei lo her adversary. The Crescent 
was however retaken by the Flora ; but being gieatly da- 
maged, both she and the Flora's prize afterwuiis fell a prej 
to some French cruisers. 
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and barlej, bound from Barcelona to Cadiz ; and her 
oarga wai ctutdenmed u a lawtul prize. 

The eatmjt bombardment wa» condderabl; abated 
towards the close of the month. Their object« for 
some lime were the upper battertsB, and particnlarl; 
the Rojal battery, nhenoe they were ^eatlj incom- 
moded. They often attempted to reach Landport and 
die Lines with gr^e frwn the advanced mortan ; but it 
seldom ranged further than the Inundation. Onr ra^(i- 
neers, notwithstanding their fire, continued nwVJng anoh 
repairs as their cannonade rendered necessary. 

About two o'cloeli, enthemonungof the lat of Jone^ 
the gun and mortar boats saluted us as usual, and 
wounded three or four men : thej wwe in three dhii- 
sions. We returned the Are from different batteries 
between King's bastion and Buena-VktA. I>aring this 
attacli, an incident happened, which I will beg leare to 
insert. A soldier, rambling about the town, acoident- 
•lly found, m the mins of a honse, several watches and 
other articles of valne, which he immediately mads 
priie of; bat how to secret them afUrwards, was a 
subject that required the utmost reach of his invention. 
He was sensible he could not secure them in his qnar- 
ters, as every soldier of his regiment was examined <m 
his return to his bomb-proof from duty. He reiolred, 
therefore, on a ungular expedient Taking out the 
wad whidi served as a tompion to a gun on the King's 
bastion, he lodged his priae, wUch was tied in his hand- 
kerchief, as &r as he could reach nilhin the gun, and 
put the wad in its former place. In times of peace, he 
could not have devised a better repository ; but unfor- 
tunately the gim-boats coming the same evening (whilst 
he was fast asleep in bis casemate, not apprehending 
any danger to his secreted treasure), this richly-loaded 
gun was one of the first that was discharged at the ene- 
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my, and the foundittiotiof hia fntoTB greatness was dis- 
persed in an instant. 

The eneray's cannonade, in the beginning' of June, 
decreased to about fire htmdred rounds in the twenty, 
four hours : tlie Kill's or BIbcIe battery (as it was 
called by the Garrison), wiflithetwofourteen^fun bat- 
teries in their lines, were now silent. 

The morning of the 3d, the gun- boats repeated their 
tisit about the same time as before. In this attack, 
two sergeants of the 12th and Mtb regiments, were 
killed, and two privates wounded : many shells fell 
among the tents of the different r^ments, and two 
■hot in the hospital-yard. A oorporal, going with the 
relief at Laodport, bod the muzzle of his firelock closed, 
and the barrel twisted hke a french-hom, by a shell, 
without injury to iiis person. We returned the fire 
from the town-batteries, hoping by that means to en- 
gage their attention from our camp. The 4th, the 
Governor commemorated the amtiversary of His Ma- 
jesty's birth-day, by a salute at noon of twenty-three 
cannon, and forty-three mortars, baag the number of 
(o^nance that bore on the St. Carlos's battery. The 
fire began at the Rock-mortar, seconded by the Old 
mole, and BO on firom right to letl till the whole were 
discboi^ed : the enemy, indulging themselves as usual 
with a lUita, did not immediately retnm our fire ; but 
i& the early part of the day, they had made the town 
|>retty warm, and fired twice or thrice tfaroogh the royal 
standard. 

In the course of the 4th, a tartan was taken coming 
in ft^m the east ; the crew, howeyer, escaped to the 
Garrison in thnr boat. A Spanish squadron of two 
line-of-battie ships, three lebeques, and two bomb- 
ketches, also arrived the same day at Algeziras, from 
aloft. With this reiufbrceraent, dieir naval force be- 
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fore Gibraltar, smoimUd to two *hip» of the line, 6t% 
xeheqnet, tiro ketchpi, Beveral hotf-gallies and armed 
vesteb, ynth fifteen or uiteen gan and mortar boats. 
Theae latter were become ao active, that we could ne- 
ver promise onreelves a night'i repose without boi^ 
disturbed by a cannonade ; and thdr attacks were mora 
vexatious from the impotsibility of being able to reta- 
liate, beoaose the; presented to us so minute an object. 
Whenever the alarm was g^Toi of their approach, which 
was generally a little after nudnight, the southern part 
ofthe rock was in immediate oommotion. Thev ef- 
fects had been found so destructive, that all were upon 
the look-ont t the troops were ordered from thnr toita, 
to places where thaj were covered from the shot j but 
the shells were directed into the most sequestered re- 
cesses. Such was the terror of the miserable inhaUU 
ants, that man j of Ihem fled nearly naked to the remota 
parts ofthe rock ; and even/here thejr could soared; 
deem themaelvei secure : in short, no scene conld he 
mm^ deplorable than their distress on these ocoaaons. 
The enemy's bombardment fr^im the land was still 
continued with little vsriation : the* sfipeared indeed 
to have no other object than the ezpeni^ture of ammtt- 
nitioD. In their camp, tar^ parties were constaotlj 
bringing brushwood tar fascines trom the conntiy ; and 
others were employed in tUseoibar^dng stores, from 
small vessels which were duly arriving troia all quar- 

The 9th, we were alarmed with the blowii^-ap of 
one of the enemy's magazines, situated at a small i^s. 
tance fr^>m the Catalonian camp to the west of the 
Queen of Span's Chur. The different eiploaons that 
succeeded the first, resembled a conljnaal roll of Sre, 
like repeated vollies of musketry ; from which (urcnm- 
stanoe we conjectured, that it was their repository for 
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live shells and fixed ammunitioii. Thdr drumB imme. 
ditLtely beat to srms ; and tlie whole iirmj consisting of 
thirteen battalions besides cavalrj, asserobled in front 
of the camp. Farties were instantly detached ; bat 
the splinters of the sheila kept them for some time at a 
con^derable distance. The sheila however at length 
ceased to displode: they advanced and removed pow- 
d^, &c. from a neighboiiring magazine to a place 
southward of the fire ; where meeting afterward* in 
great numbers, our artillery endeavoured to reach them 
with a large shell fkira Willis's ; bnt the distance was 
bejrond the rai^e of a sea-mortar. From the long cou- 
tinnance and successive loud reports, it waa thought 
they most have sustuned great loss, uotonlyof ammu. 
nttien, but of men; as the splinters were seen, with 
glasses, to range-moeh farther than the spot where the 
detachment first assembled : and remarkable economy 
wai afterwards observed m the article of (hells. 

The following day, a line-of-battle ship, proceeding 
from Pcdnt Mala to the eastward, was fired upon from 
the Garrison, and obl^ed to put about and anchor at 
Algeuras. A flf« of trace «ams the day after to the 
New mole, to luiow the cause of our firing upon her, 
bmng a Neapolitan man of war. The Governor an- 
swered, that the first diot was to brii^ her to ; which 
ttte not obeying, every succeeding one was fired to sinic 
ber. The night of the 11th, the gon and mortar boats, 
accord^ to .cnatom, bombarded the camp, Idlled a 
<Aild, and wounded a woman. They retired mnch 
sooner than usual ; wUch we attribated to th«r hav- 
ing reoeived SMne dami^, as our grape was bewd to 
strike them. We returned ninety-six rounds of v^k- 
rioos kinds. Thdr land.hatteries, durii^ the attack, 
directed (heir fire priadpalfy towards the King's bas- 
tion, and along the Uue-wall in town, whence, they ob- 
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■erved, we for some time put generally fired when 
thej came oyer. The 14th, being the wmicersMj of 
Corpus Chrieti, the festival was noticed bj the enemy's 
■hipping with the mnal flags of decoration, and the 
cnatomarj salutes ; repeated vollies were likewise dis- 
charged from the lines ; which, being unexpected on 
oor nde, kiUed and wounded several. 

Though tbeir bombardmeDt in general, at tlus pe- 
riod, Bcarcelj exceeded 450 rounds in twentj-four 
bonre, yet the batteries at Willis's, notwitbatandingthe 
recent repairs, were again greatly damaged. The ene- 
my's shot, thoi^h fired at so great a distance, frequently 
pierced seven sohd feet of sand-hag worh. To obviate 
this, strong wooden frames, called caittotu, were con- 
structed of the same dimensions as the merlons ; which, 
when well rammed with day, and covered in front and 
on the top with junk cut in lengths for the purpose, 
were expected to resi&t better than the temporary re- 
purs that had been done daring the severity of the 
enemy's fire. The enemy also adopted the same mode 
in capping the merlons of Fort St. Barbara. 

A flag of tmce, on the I5tb, informed us that two 
ships had been captured leaving the Garrison, and that 
the prisoners were ready to be sent in. The Fn-tune 
sloop, in consequence, the next day, bronght over 141 
English and Jews, men, women, and children. It was 
remarked that the enemy the preceding day continued 
thdr bombardment during the flag of truce ; but a 
strict cessation was observed this day, owing, as wo 
imagined, to some representations. We observed, on 
the 20th, a new camp of 112 tents in the rear of Bar- 
celo's battery, north of Algeziras. The day following, 
Montague's bastion was opened on the enemy, as par- 
ties were repairing the Sf. Carlos's battery. 

The bombardment now decreased diulj. The fire 
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ofihe eneBi; via chiefly directed to our npp«r batte. 
ties, for the town was alinoBt a bolf of nuns : thej 
■ometimai threw a laDg-Ttnger ; but these ahelU «el- 
dom did anj it^ur;. The night of the S4th, the gan. 
boats Sred upon the camp, but at luoh a distance, that 
little damage was received, thoogh the; espeoded four 
hundred *hot, and serent; shelle. We returoed eighty- 
eight rounds, principall; nnall sheila, whoM fute» irert 
eo aoooratelj cut, u to break jiut over the boati. The 
3Tth, we observed another encampment (capable of 
quarterisg two battaUons) at the Tower between the 
river Palmones and A^eiiras. Many were of o[uiiioa 
that this oainp, with that at Barcela'a batterj, wu oor 
ouplcd by miUtla. The gun and mortar boats again 
bombarded our oamp about midnight for two hours : 
thej then made their uiual ^nal, and, as we imagined, 
were gone baolr ; but soon after, the? returned, and 
recorameoced a brisker fire than before; Mlled and 
wounded twelve or fourteen, the greatest number of 
which were of the S9lh raiment. Thia was the most 
important loss which our troops had jet eiperienced 
ftom the gnn-boats; but we concluded ourselves in 
some degree fortunate in not snffering more consider- 
ably i as most of the r^iiments, ^mugiT^ing the bcnnbard- 
ment over tor the mght, were in bed when the; re- 

The disagreeable and frequent repetition of these at- 
taolo prompted tbe GoTomor to adopt, if possible, 
some expedients to annoj their oamp in return. The 
distance was conomved to be witlun the range of shelb 
from the Old mole head : accordingly a thirteen-incb 
sea-mortar was removed to the extremity t and six can- 
non, five thirty-two pounders, and one dgbteen-pound- 
er, were at the snme time sunk in tbe sand behtaid the 
Old mole, and then secured with timber, &c. at differ- 
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eat degrees of elevation. These arrang^nents had 
been for some time in Station ; and bwng now com- 
pleted, be determined to make the experiment. About 
ten o'clock ia the forenoon of the 28th, sii rounda were 
discharged from each : three of the sheila burst in the 
enemy's camp, and one over it. The other two dis- 
ploded 'm their passage : all the ehot went home. A 
battalion of Spanish gosrds, happening to be mider 
arms, were greatlf alarmed, and dispersed three diffe- 
rent times: atlei^^tbej' were assembled, and marched 
off towards the left. This being only intended as an 
eipemnent, the ardllery soon ceased firing; bnt it is 
scarce!; posdble to express the general satis&ction 
which this success diffused through the Oarrison. Tha 
mortar was loaded with from 30 lb. to 28} lb. of pow- 
der at the nsusl elevation ; the Ihirtj-two pounder with 
14, and the ughteen with nine lb. of powder ; the lat- 
ter, all at forty-two d^^ees. 

The Governor, besides this plan of retaliation, de- 
vised other schemes to cover and protect bis camp, if 
possible, from future attacks. Two brigs were ordered 
to be cut down end converted into promex, eachtooar- 
ry four or five heavy cannon ; which were to be moored 
between the New mole and Ri^ged-staff, at such dis- 
tance from the works as to be easily protected, and yet 
far encitigh out to keep their boats at a respectM dis. 
tance. Artificers from the Garrison assisted the Navy 
in flttii^ out these vessels. One of them, being 
finished previous to the liefore-mentioned eqwriment, 
was moored at the distance of about half musket-^ot 
from the New mole bead. She was named the Van- 
guard, mounted two Spanish twenty-rax potmdo^ sod 
two twelves, and was r^ged like a settee. Tbe ene- 
my's squadron, on the 29th, was r^fbrced with five 
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xebequM, and twci gaJliea, from the east. At night 
sailed a packet for Faro, in Portugal, 

The 2d of Jal;, additional tenta were pitched at the 
new camp near the Tower, oortli of Algeziras. About 
one in the morning of the 4th, the gun-boats repeated 
their attack ; but, contrarj to thw former costom, 
amnbers of their shot and shells fell amongst the ship- 
ping. The Porcupine irigate, Sir Charles Knowles, 
Bart., and an Indiaman, each receired a shot ; and the 
Brilliant's bottom was struck with a splinter of a shell, 
which burst under her ; but no particoliir dam^e was 
received in the Garrison, except two men being slightly 
wounded. The Governor retaliated bj ordering six 
rounds of shot and shells to bo fired into th^ camp, 
irom the guns and sea-mortars at tbe Old mole ; the 
cannon were pointed indiecriminatelj for the camp ; 
but the mortars were laid for the ftsnne and artillery 
parks. One of the shells set fire to a hut, and alarmed 
them exceedingly. As the Grovemor now determined 
to retaUate in tins manner, we were in hopes it would 
deter them from so frequently disturbing us. 

The enemy continned making gabions, and bringing 
much wood into tbe camp : on the other hand, our 
people were employed in repairs, and additions to the 
works. IVaverses were erected at the Royai battery, 
and parties were employed on the north front, from 
tbe Roak-gon to the Old mole head. The 10th, a brig 
coming in ftoat the east, was taken by the enemy's 
crmsera, which, ibr some weeks post, had again kept a 
irerj vigilant look-^ont. Tbe crew, however, escaped to 
tbe Rock ; and tiiey had thrown the letters overboard, 
before they abandoned the vessel. 

Tbe bombardment, which, by almost imperceptible 
degrees, bad been decreasing, on the 12di nearly ceased. 
The cannon in their seven and fourteen^gun batteries, 
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were b)1 drawn back, to latnlitate, lu we imagined, A* 
repairing of the platforma, and inner part of the batte- 
ries. The 13th, some troopi at the tower decamped, 
kod in a few dAj» aiterwards, a regiment marched awaj 
ftom the Algeziras camp. The 15th, two settees and 
a brig sailed from Paint Mala, with gabions, to thewest> 
One venel had tailed thencs on the 13th. These ma- 
teriab, we coiyectored were for some new works in th« 
ne^Jibourhood ; but we were afterwards informed that 
thej were taken to Minorca, and were used is the ap- 
proaches carried on i^punst St. Philip's. Their firit^ 
was now confined to the night, and, unless we proroked 
tbem, scarcely ever exceeded thirtj' Founds. 

The Spanish Guierai risited the Lines on the 18th i 
but a fire breaking out in his catnp, he returned imme- 
diately on its appearance. In tlie erening, the oaiasMia 
for the Queen's batter; bdog carried up to Willis's, 
and die Band-baga brought from Pocoroca day-pit, lb* 
engineers at dusk, whh a party of three hundred and 
rigfa^ men, began to re-establuh ttie merkma ] and by 
the morning gunfire of the l&th, the old sand-bags 
were remored, the caissons placed, and filled with day, 
sand, and junk, and the battery made fit ibr tlie recep- 
tion of artillery. The Governor was presMtt the whole 
time, and espreesed the highest iqiprobation of the di- 
Ugence and activity of the party. The eaissaus were 
made of oak timber, joined by strong iron bolts. 
Wliilsl they were at work, the gnn-lxials fired upon 
the camp, and were seconded by the land-batteries on 
the town : a hundred and thirty-two rounds were r». 
turned oo the boats, and sixteen shells thrown into the 
enemy's camp. One of the artillery and one of the 73d 
raiment wore wounded. 

The morning of the 20tfa, the enemy fired a salute 
from the Lines, followed by a feu-de-joie from the ar- 
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m; drftwn up in two lines in front of their camp, con. 
olnding with & grand dlaoharge from their shipping and 
small craft at Algezuras. The troops in garrieoB 
Ghanged qoarters on the 2lHt ; the 39th and Harden- 
berg's regiments relieved the 72d, and other detach- 
ments in King's and Montague's bastions, Waterport- 
casemate, and Piclcet-jard. TheSSIh, T2d, and 73d 
regiments encamped ; the 12th regiment remuned on 
their groond ; and the 56th, R^den's, and La Hotte'a, 
oocuped the South barracks, and other qnarters. The 
enem;, on the same daj, decamped from the ground 
north of Algeeiras. Brigadier Ross sailed, on the 
night of the 22d, in a boat to Faro, in his ronta to Eng- 
land ; and the following da;, a privateer arrived in eight 
days from Mahon, with a packet. Two days after- 
wards, a boat arrived from Portugal. The patron in- 
formed ua, that the arm; at that time before Gibraltar 
prindpall; consisted of militia reg^ents, the r^ular 
troops having embarked Jbr the West-Indies : he Air- 
tber said, that the Spanish fleet had sailed from Cadiz 
on a onuse. Soon after this boat arrived, a large fleet 
of npwards of seventy sail, speared from the west : 
when abreast of Europa, we discovered amongst them 
a ship of the line, two frigates, two cutters, a -bomb- 
ketch, and several armed vessels : the; did not dispU; 
anj colours.' 

Our camp was alarmed on the 2Tth, with the report 
that the gnn-bbats were approaching. The batteriea 
wore manned, and the rc^ments assembled ; but the 
enemy not appearii^, the; returned to qnarters. The 
ugnals for seeing the boats in future, were ordered to 
be a false fire, and two guns from the shipping. 

* This proved to be the fleet vbich afterwards blooksded 
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August was introduced b; an attack from the gun-' 
boats. Thef come upon us bj siupHse ; for we had 
tto aignal Ironi our guard-boats. This was afWwards 
sccoanted for, bj the enemy having talcen a drcle { by 
frliich means our guard-hoats, when they began to fire, 
wOTe without, and the gun-boats between them and th» 
Garrison. Our fire in retm^ was well served, and ap- 
peared to do some execution : twelve large shells and 
flfteen shot were lilcewiae thrown into the camp from 
<he Old mole: several of the former burst jart as they 
fell, consequently promised to do mischief. Tbdr 
land-batteries seconded the fire ttam the eea, but we 
did not eiprrience any casualties. Two days afW- 
wards, the other prame, called the Repulse, moontir^ 
five twenty-sii-pouuders, was moored about musket- 
shot to the southward of the Vai^uard, and the same 
distance from our batteries. ThesR vessels wo-e of such 
annojancs to their boats, that whilst they remuned out, 
we never afterwards were so much lUsturbed at the 
tondiward. 

The artillery at Willis's endeavoured, on the 4th, to 
set fire to the canes and weeds in the gardens ; but they 
were too iiill of s^i to take fire. This attempt attract- 
ed a brisk cannonade from the enemy. Early in the 
iDMming of the 6th, a shell fell into a tent behind Ge- 
neral La Motto's qoartera, at the southward, in which 
were two men of the 58th, asleep. They were not 
awak^ted by its fall i bnt a sergeant in an adjacent tent 
heard it, and ran near forty yards to a place of safety, 
when ha recoUected the mtuation of his friends. 
Thinking the shell had fallen blind, he returned and 
awakened them : both immediately rose, but continued 
by the place, debating on the narrow escape they had 
had, when the shell exploded, and forced them with 
great violence agunst the garden-wall, but miraculously 
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did no farther nuachief than deatrojiiig everj thing in 
the tent. 

On the moniiiig of the 7th, bdbre the haze via quite 
dispelled in the Gnt, a aignal fbr an eoemj was made 
by the Spaniards at Cabrita Point. Aa the fi^ dis- 
persed, we discorered at a oonsiderable distance, a ves- 
sel becahned, bat rowii^ towards the Garrison with 
the current. Foarteen gun-boats were then advancing 
from A]gexiras to intercept her ; Qpon which Captain 
Cvrtis, of the Brilliant, ordered ont Sir Charles 
Knowles, with throe barges, to endeavour to get along- 
ude, and receive anj dispatches the vessel might have 
on board, whilst he attended the towing-oat of the Van- 
guard and Repulse prames, to cover them, and protect 
her. Sir Charles pereonallf erecutsd his orders, and 
returned with a packet for the Governor. The vessel 
bf this time was about a lei^e and a half from the 
Garrison, and the headmost gtu-boat within shot, ad- 
vancing appareQtl; with au intent to board ; stopping, 
however, at the distance of a few hundred ynrds, she 
poured in a discharge of round and grape shot, and was 
immediately seconded by her consorts astern. The 
vessel, which we now discovered to be a Kill's sloop 
of war, retm-ned the ealate with a broadside, and mns- 
ketry from her quarter-deck ; and a spirited action 
commenced. Appearances at this joncture were so 
greatly in favour of the Spaniards, Uiat the Garrison 
gave np the sloop for lost. Becalmed a lei^e from 
the Rock, and fourteen gun-boats, each carryii^ a 
twenty-wi-ponnder, full of men, cannonading her on 
every ude with grape and round shot ; a zebeqoe also 
bearing down with a gentlf breeze ; were circumstances 
wluch seemed to preclude the posubili^ofesc^>e. Af- 
ter muntuning, however, a very warm, jndicions, and 
well-served fire, often obligti^ the boats to retire, the 
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WMt^I; breaze at last reached her ; aitd not long af-. 
terwards she was safe under our guns. She proT^ to 
be the Helena sloop of war, fourteen small guns, Cap- 
tain Roberta, in fourteen dajs from Ei^land. Her losa 
dnring this action was much less than could have been 
pos^bly imagined, when we considered the showers of 
grape and round shot tb&t ever; instant Bttrroimded 
her : she had only one killed, and two wounded : but 
her upper rigging and stuls were much cut and injored. 
We attributed the hull's being scarcely touched, to the 
constrnclJon of the gun-boats ; for, being originally in- 
tended to annoy at a distance, th^ cannon could ncft 
be depressed. The enemy however did not escape so 
well : numbers were seen to drop in the boats from the 
musketry of the sloop, and several were towed off £b- 
^led ; wMch were very convincing proofs that their 
loss was considerable. 

A settee was taken on the 12th by the enemy's 
cnusers. The crew, eiceptiog three Jew passengfn, 
escaped to the Garrison : they informed us that great 
preparations were making in the French and Spanish 
ports for some grand expedition : the object was how- 
ever kept secret ; but many at Minorca suspected St. 
Philip's to be the place. 

The enemy's bombardment, if we may now call it 
by that name, scarcely exceeded, at this time, thbbb 
shells in the twenty-four hours, which the soldiers 
(conjecturing that some allu^on might be iatmded, 
by that superstitious nation, to the sacred Trinity) 
jocosely, though profanely termed, Father, Son, and 
Soly Ohoit. It ia not indeed altogether improbable 
that the Spaniards might entertain some bigoted re- 
spect for tiiat mystical number, and, considering the 
British in the light of heretics, might a[^ehend some 
efRoacy from it, in the great work of converting the 
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Garrison to the Catholic faith : at least, it ia difficult, 
on anj more reasonable groimd, to accormt for their 
eioctl; continuing to fire neither more nor less, for ea 
considerable a period. 

The mentiou of this circomstance brings to mj 
reooUection anotiier, of « ridiculoos natiu^ trfaieh 
•erres to demonstr&te the thmightleesneBs of the Eog- 
Ush soldiers, who can jest in the hour of danger, and 
indii^ thdr prqndices at the expense of what odier 
nations, however differing in sentiment, generallj agree 
to hold in b degree of respect. It is first to be re- 
membered, that, according to the articles of capitolft- 
tion by which the Gairiton was snTrendared to Ad- 
miral Sir George Roolce, it was stipulated that the 
Inhabitants should be tolerated in their religion : tho 
old Spaiush church was therefore cnntinned as a place 
of worship for those of the Soman Catholic persuauon, 
and, as is usual in Bomao Catholic churches, was 
decorated, amongst others, with figures, as large a* 
Hfc, of our Sarionr and the Virgia Mary. 

At the commencement of the firing, when the sol- 
diers were engaged in a succession of irregularities, a 
partj of them assembled in the Spanish cboroh, to 
carouse and be merrr. In the midst of their jollitj, 
the image of the Virgin Morj was obserred in the 
rains bj one of the party, who insbmtl; proposed, as a 
(Mece of fun, to place her Ladyship in the whirling.* 
The scheme seemed to meet with general approbation, 
till one, wiser than the rest, stopped them with a re- 
mark, that it would ill become them, as military niea, 
and particularly Englishmen, to putush any person 

* A machine erected at the bottom of the Grand parade, 
for the punishment of soolding tromei;, or others guiltf of 
trifling miidemcanoun. 



186 EISTOBT OF THE 

mtbont A trial. A court martial consequenthr sat, 
with mock ceremony ; and her Lftd;rshtp was foond guU- 
tj of dnutkenuese, debaucheTy, and other high crimes, 
and condemned to the whirligig, whither she was ioune- 
diately carried iu procession. The GoTernor (who, not- 
withstanding the firing, regnlarl; attendsd the parade) , 
at guard-mountiiig discovered the poor Virgin in con- 
fiaemeot ; but e^iresged Iiis disapprobotioa of the ac- 
tion, and ordered her iustantlj to be removed to tha 
White CoDTent, whfflre, bj the hje, she was by no 
means exempt from farther insult and disgrace. If a 
bigoted Spaniard could have beheld this transaction, 
he probabi; would hare thought the English worse 
than heretics ; and would have concluded, that tb^ 
impiety could not ful to attract the special vengeanoe 
of Heaven. 

The night of the 15th, the gtm and mortar boats bom- 
barded onr camp ; their disposition eitendiog from off 
Little baj to the Old mole head : their fire, as bad 
been the custom fbr some time before, was seconded 
by a brisk cannonade from the Lines, which was very 
judiciously served. Many of their aheUa burst in the 
air, over our fihip)nng ; but the ships continued silent. 
Our artillery retaliated from the Old mole head, and 
imall shelU were discharged from the elevated gruns, 
which seemed to answer very well. One of the 72d 
regiment was killed ; two of the artillery, and two of 
the 73d, with a boy, an inhabitant, were wounded. In 
this attack, a shell fell amongst some naval stores, in a 
ground-ward of the Naval Hospital ; and the most 
dreadful consequences might have been expected from 
this accident, if the fire hod not been happily extinguish- 
ed by the picket, which the Governor had ordered, 
some time before, to assemble here, to prevent, if pos- 
sible, such casualties. The otiier jncket, which 
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mounted at the Eouthward, was stationed for the Bame 
pnrpose at the New mole. 

A schooner airived from Faro on the 17th, with 
fruit, onions, and salt. In the evening, a flag of tmoo 
came from the enemy, in ansiter to ours of the preced- 
ing daj. The day following, another boat arrived 
fr^nn Faro : tbs broi^ht a packet, with some private 
letters from Lisbon, which intimated the probabiHtj of 
OUT reccdving a visit from the Combined Fleet, then 
cruidng off Cadiz. At night several guns were heard 
in the Gut, and a number of signals made at the Point. 
The succeeding momiog, His M^estj's cutter the 
Kite arrived from England, with duplicates of tha 
Helena's dispatches. In her passage she engaged a 
French cutter of twenty guns, and had three men killed 
and ax wounded. The enemy's cruisers endeavoured 
to intercept her, but were driven to leeward. A boat 
also arrived about the same time from Portugal. 

The firing from the Oarrison now varied according 
as the enemy's parties presented themselvea : at tlus 
period they were bus; in repairbg Fort St. Philip, 
and in securing their works agiunst the approaching 
rainy season. Onl engineers were repairing the com- 
munications and batteries at Willis's, &c. A soldier of 
the 73d deserted to the enemy the 25th : he had been 
absent from liis corps live days, dnrmg which time he 
had concealed himeelf on the rock. Hunger probably 
pressing liim, he determined to make a bold attempt to 
get off: accordingly etuJBng a sand-bag with grass, 
he came to Laadport, and placing, unobserved, the bag 
upon the spikes of the palisades, jumped, unhurt, on 
theghicU; tbon running over the Causeway, he soon 
cleared Bay-side barrier, and, though many hundred 
rounds of musketry were fired from Landport and the 
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Lines g^narda, he «Mi4>ed. He nu the fourth man lost 
l^ desertion in the course of six weeks. 

Earl; the 37th, fonr men, who had been impressed 
fhim a. privBteer in the Ba;, deserted from the Repulse 
prune. The next momin|r ve were visited again I7 
the ^nn nod mortar boats ; but the; scarce!; stAid ons- 
third of their foi'mer time. We returned nine abot 
and lift;.«ight shells, which, from the shrieks and pi- 
teous cries we heard, must have done execution. We 
iuinojed tham in camp from the Old mole, as nso^ ; 
aad the artiller; attempted to reach them from Wil- 
lis's, but in vain. In this attack a woonded matrosa 
was killed h; a shell in the Hospital. The (nmnm- 
stances attending this man's case are so melonchol; and 
affecting, that I cannot pass th«n over in silence. 
Some time previous to this event, he had been so on- 
Inck; as to break Ms thigh : being a man of great spi- 
rits, he ill brooked the confinement which his ease de- 
manded, and exerted himself to get abroad, that he 
might enjo; the benefit of the fresh lur in the court at 
the hospit^ ; untbrtunatel} in one of his playftd mo- 
ments, be fell, and was obliged to take to faia bed again. 
He was in this situation, when a shell from the mraiar 
boats frll into the ward, and rebounding, lodged upon 
him. The convalescents and ^k, in ttie some room, 
inataatlj summed up strength to crawl out on hand* and 
knees, whilst the fuse was bumii^ ; bnt this wretched 
victim was kept down bj the w«ght of the shell, wbioh 
after some seconds burst, took off both his legs, and 
scorched him in a dreadful manner : bnt, what was still 
more horrid, he survived the explo^on, and was senn- 
ble to the verj moment that death reUeved him from his 
miser;. Hb last words were expresnve of regret that 
he had not been killed on the batteries. 

The enem;'s attention to the blockade seemed now 
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to be revived. Their cmiaera were increased, and 
constanllj on the watch. The force in the Bay at thi» 
time was one ship of the line, s xebeqne having abroad 
pandant, a frigate, and five leheques, with the gun and 
mortar boats, and small armed craft. The arrange' 
ment of these vessels for the ptu^Hise of blockading the 
Garrison, appeared to be as follows. When the wind 
was west, two lebeqnes and foor gun-boat9 anchored 
at Cabrita Point, cnuang a( night at the entrance of 
the Bay and in the Straits ; when easterly, the frigate, 
zeheques, and four guti-boata, cruised some between 
Ceuta, and Europa, and others in the Gut ; one le- 
beque was generally observed to lie-to off Europa Point 
at the entrance of the Bay. Though this disposition 
apparently obstructed all intercourse between the Gar- 
rison and our friends in Portugal and Minorca, yet op- 
poFtnnities sometimes occurred, when boats dipped out 
nnobserved, and returned with the same success. 

The evening of the 30th, the enemy's cannonade, 
which, except when the boats fired on our camp, sel- 
dom exceeded three shells in the twenty-four hoars, 
was pretty smart for an hour or two ; occasioned by 
our firing on their working parties. Such starts of re- 
taliation^ they were often provoked to, by our annoying 
their workmen in the batteries. 

The prames had been found so useful, that in the 
bi^nning of September, the Navy began to fit up the 
Fortune sloop, in order to add her to their number. 
The &th, a flag of truce from the enemy brought over 

Pratts, an inhabitant of Gibraltar, who bad 

been taken by the Spaniards in the Fox packet, about 
twelve months before, and whom, as it was sud, the 
enemy for some time had objected to exchange. By 
thb man we were informed tiiat the Duke de Crillon 
with ten thousand men, had landed at Minorca, and 
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that it WM reported ha wm to be joined by it Frendi 
arm; from Toulon, The evening of the 7th, the C^»- 
tun at WjllU's agun endeavoured to set £re to the 
weeds, &c. in the gardens, which, from th^ hdgfat, 
afforded great cover to the enemy's ftdvaneed sentries ; 
and in eiecntiiig these orden a brisk cannonade was 
retomed by the eoemj, which continued till day-break. 
Our carcasaes and light bolls freqnratlly took effect ; 
but the canes were too green to be bnmt to any pur- 
pose. In the conrse of this firing, several shot from 
the Lines ranged as far as the Soath barracks and New 
mole. Great numbers of gabions were now observed 
in the enemy's fascine-park. 

The evening of the 12th, they fired a grand ealnte 
from their Lines and shipping, and a fen-de-joie in 
camp. After the salute, they continued to cannonade 
from the Lines, though for some days before they had 
only fired their mystical number in the twenty-four 
hours. We imi^ined this salute to be on account of 
the Duke de Crilloo's having gained some advanta^ at 
Minorca. In the course of their firing, on the 15th, a 
circumstance happened, «milar to one which occurredin 
May ; and both of them may be considered as extra- 
ordinary. A shell from the Lines fell npon the Rock, 
above the Red sands, and glanced off in a direclioa 
nearly at right angles with its rai^ ; it rolled to the 
bottom of the Princess of Wales's lines, burst on tho 
platform of one of the tlurty-two pounders, snd a splint, 
er cutting the qiron of the gun, fired it off: the shot 
took Hway the railing at the foot of the glacis, and 
lodged in the Ime-wall near Ragged-st^. 

Wo observed, on the I6th, that the enemy, daring 
Uie preceding night, had thrown up tliree banks of 
sand in zig-zagt, tM^nning at the centre of the fourth 
lo'anch of approach, wbiob seemed intended as a line 
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of direction for a aew commonioation to the St. 

Carlos'g batter;. In the evening, the Governor order- 
ed the artillery to direct a brisic fire on this work, 
which was continued till daj-break of the 17th. The 
enemj returned the fire reluctant!;, from a wish, as 
we ima^^ed, not to increase oora. The neit momiiig, 
we (^)BerTed the; had retained the sand thrown up the 
preceding night with caska ; and Arom the materials 
Men in tlie vicini^ of the works, other additions seemed 
intended to be made. At night, Croucbett's howit- 
zsr-batter; and Monti^e's bastion were opened, and, 
with WilUs's, &c. were kept constontl J gobg. About 
mid-D^ht the gun-boats, attended b; a bomb-ketoh, 
as we conjectured, came over, and, contrary to their 
former practice, <Urected their fire towards Willb's, 
the Lines, andnertjieudof the Town. So determined 
were the; to land their Bhells, that one went OTer the 
rock, and many fell on the hill ; and, in attempting to 
unitate us^ inburstiDg their shells in the lur, several 
disploded in their mortars. They staid two hours and 
a half, and expended a hundred and thirty shells and 
^hty-seven shot, and their land-batteries were not so 
sparing as the night before. We returned a smart fire 
on both sea and land, and retaliated on their camp, aa 

A sheU, durii^ the above attack, felt In an embra- 
sure opposite the Kii^'s-lines bomb-proof, killed one 
of the 73d, and wounded another of the same corps. 
The case of the latt«r was ungular, and will serve to 
enforce the maxim, that even in the most dangeroos 
cases, we should never deq)Mr of a recover; whilst life 
retnains. This unfortunate man was knocked down 
by the wind of the shell, which, instantly bursting, 
killed his companion, and mangled him in a most dread- 
ful manner. His head was terribly fractured, his left 
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arm broken In two phcei, one of his legs BbatterMl, 
the stin and mnsclea torn off part of- hu right band, 
the middle finger broken to pieces, and bis whole bodjr 
most MTerel; brnised, and marked with gunpowder. 
He ]»'eaei)ted so horrid an object to the surgeonB, that 
the; had ttot the gmalleet h<^>ee of saving bis Ufe, and 
were at a low what part to attend to first He wtta 
that eremng trepanned ; a few daja aflerwarda hia 1^ 
was amputated, and other wounds and fractures dress- 
ed. BdngpoeseBsed of a most exceUent coostitntion, 
nature performed wonders in his &vom-, and in eleven 
weeks the cure was completely effected. His name it 
Donald Rois, and lie now enjojs his Sovereign's boon^ 
in a pension of nine-pence a day for life. A non-com* 
missioaed officer of arfilier; also lost his thi^ on 
Hontagne'a bastion ; and a private of the 12tfa regi- 
ment, both his legs : the latter ^ed soon afW -Qie 
amputation was performed. 

The moruii^ of the 18th, a deserter from the ^i»- 
niah guards came in from the St. Carlos's batta^. He 
was pursued bj four of the enemj, but in vtun. He 
gave informalion of the enemy's intention to erect 
tome new batteries. About ten o'clock in the evening, 
a shell from the Lines fell into a honse opposite the 
King's bastion, where the Town- Major Captain Burke, 
with MiyoTs Mercier and Vignoles, of the 30th regi- 
ment, were utting. The shell took off M^or Burke's 
thigh ; atWrwards fell through the floor into the ceUar : 
thrxe it burst, and forced the flooring, with flie nnfbr- 
tnnate Mifjor, to the cuUng. When asdstanee came, 
they found Mqor Burke almost buried amongst the 
ruins of the room. He was instantly conveyed to the 
HoB[ntal, where he died soon after the wonnded part 
was amputated, much lamented bj his friends as an 
amiable and worthy member of society, and by the 
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OoTeroor aa an indefatigable officer. Mt^on Meroier 
aad Vignoles hod time to escape before the abell burst : 
tbe; vere neverthelesa atightlj wounded b; the Bplin- 
ten ; as were a seijeant of the 39tb, and bia daughter, 
who were in the cettar undemeaUi when the shell (al- 
tered. This house had escaped almost untoocbed dqr> 
ilig the warmest period of the bombardment, till tlua 
n^rtunate shell fell in, which depriTsd the GarrisMi 
of this active and valuable offioer. 

The enemj did not ioorease their works the succeed- 
ing dav, but debouched the fourth branch of the up- 
proach about the centre. In Ibe evening, the Helena 
and Kite, with a privateer, left the Bt,j for England, 
and a schooner for Portugal. Lieut. Lowe, of the 
12th, who had lost his leg, uid the invalids, went 
home in the former. Our firing was increased at night 
b; the Catalan batteries ; and Crouchatt's was still 
kept open. The 20tb, C^itain Fowtis, of the 73d, 
was appointed Town-Major. 

Our working parUes were employed b; the ei^. 
neers, on the 21st, in repuring Princess Caroline's 
batterj, at Willia's, wluch, owing to the spirited beha- 
viour and example of the officers, was cleared, the cais- 
sons placed, filled, and the batterj completed before 
night, under a most heav; fire Sroia the enemy. When 
the work was finished, the part; desired to pn thPM 
cheers : bnt thej were overruled by the- Csf^un of ar- 
tillery, who recommended to salale tbe enemy with 
three rounds ftom each gun ; wluch was inunediatelj 
put in execution. The party had not a man materially 
hurt daring the warm cannotiade ; but, in returning 
to be dismissed, a serjeant of La Motte's, who had - 
braved the dangers oftbe day, was killedbf araudom- 
>bot below the artillery-guard. Our firing continued 
with great vivacity on the 22d, particularly with small 
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ihells from the Rojal battery, Willu's, and Hfmtagne's 
bution: these vers kept going in the daj; Mid at 
n^iht these tmtteriea, with the Catalans, Crouchett's, 
and batterisB at the eotrance of the Lines, were in ao- 
tion. The enem? b return were not sparing of am- 
munitJoD i in the {receding twenty-four honn they fired 
Eeven hundred and seTenty-fire shot, and fifty-seven 
shells. The Garrison discharged seven hundred and 
seventy-three rounds of different species. 

The enemy's new works were ereoted with casks, 
covered and retained by fiisdnes, with sand in the 
front. About two hundred men appeared to be em> 
ployed in the day ; bnt they went often compelled to 
retire, our ordnance was so well served and directed. 
The gnn-boata, on the morning of the 34tb, vinted as 
as usual ; and it was tbon^t jiat a bomb-ketoh agun 
attended them. They pointed thnr fire prindpally to- 
wards the Tictualltng office, in town, and Willis's; 
some sheila fell in the New mole, bat few ashoce at the 
southward. We retnmed th«r fire, and retaliated 
from the Old mole on their camp. 

Eoriy in the morning of the 251h, the (asinne-e^)[Hng 
of the merlons of Fort Barbara took fire from the ene- 
my's guns, and burnt extremely fierce. The officer at 
Willis's immediately directed a brisk fire on the Fort ; 
which the Governor afterwards increased, by opening 
the Grand battery. The flrii^ however from th* 
latter did not answer so well as was expected ; owing 
perh^ to the unevenness of the platlbrms, which are 
of stone, and much worn ; nevertheless, the enemy 
were obliged to evacuate the Foi^ withont extinguish- 
ing the fire. At day-break we saw only five fsscine- 
merlona standing : Ihe otbw seven were all destroyed, 
with some gun-carriages, travvseson the rampart, and 
fascine worli in the ditch. We ira^ned that this ac- 
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cident would render the Fort luelen for some time ) 
but the; convinced ns that oar oonclneioas were pre- 
nwtore, by fimg, probsblj oat of bravado, a few shot 
In the conrae of the da? ; which Mlled one of the 58th, 
and wonnded another. In the morning, about seven, 
the Flying-fish cottar, of twent; gnna, arrived with 
ordnance-stores and intrenching tools ; she informed nl 
that Goverment had engaged twenty cutters, of her 
fbrce, for the same pnrpose. A xeheqoe and four gan- 
boatu opposed her passage, but in vain. 

The 26th, Lieut. Clarke, of the 56th, died of a de- 
cline. In the courte of the daj, the enemy began to 
dear Fort B>rl>ara, and in the evening to lay &scinei 
(a great number of which were in the neighbourhood 
of the Fort), towards repairing iL Our fire continued 
to be well directed, and considerably annoyed them. 
The 37tb, a man was discovered near Catalan bay, by 
the guard at Middle-hill. A party of the Navy imme- 
diately went ronnd, and took him np. He proved to 
be a deserter ttota the T2d reg^eat ; bnt the wretch 
was so tarnished with hunger, and so bruised in getting 
down the rock, that his life was despaired of. The 
26th, the enemy capped two merlons off Fort Barbara, 
Thdr parties were very dil^^nt in making gabions and 
fiucmes : the former we imagined wu-e removed, as 
they were finished, to the Lines and advanced works, 
as we had observed several behind the fourth and fifth 
brandies of the etpprotcb. Tins drcnmstaoce, with 
their unusual activity incompleting others, confirmed 
our late intelhgeuce, that they intended additional bat- 
teries near the St. Carlos's. 

The firing from the Garrison now exceeded seven hun- 
dred ronnds in the twenty-four hours ; and the enemy 
frequently returned dght hundred, and sometimes 
more. Our casuals consequently began again to be 



„ Google 



IM BISTOKT OF THE 

prett; frequent, unongvt our partiea, wbich, ia s grcAt 
meBmre, was owing to the wuit of prudence in the 
men, who were became so habitoated to th« enemy's 
fire, as scarcelj to regard their shot ; and in fact, if a 
abell were at their feet, it was ahuost Decetmiy for the 
officers to caution tliein to avoid its effects. It' was 
reallj wonderful to l>etio1d with wliat undannted cool- 
ness tbej perwted in th«r several occupations, thoi^li 
exposed to the eDemy's whole artiUerj : indeed ti)e 
generaUt; appeared totally calloni to ereiy sense of 
danger. 

Both ndes contimied indefatigable in th^ opera- 
tioTis. The enemj finished two or three merloos in 
Fort Barbara, «^cted traverses oear the Tower, in the 
rear of the new commnnication, and were continually 
brining large qoautities of &Ecines. 8ic. to the Lines. 
On the other hand, our engineers cussoaed the terrace- 
batteries, replaced the sand-bags before the merlons of 
the Queen's battery, and had parties duly employed 
in repairs. The 30th, a soldi^ of the 72d lost Us legs 
by a shot from FotI Barbara, from which they con- 
tinned occauooally to fire. He bore omputatirai with 
prodigious firmness, but died soon after, through tile 
loas of bloodi previous to hie being brought to Ae 
Hospital. This fact being represented to the Govenor, 
the se^eanta of the diAerent regiments were ordered to 
attend the Hospital, to be taught by the surgeons how 
to apply the tounuqaeti ; which was afterwards pro- 
dAotive of very beneficial consequeDces. Tourniquets 
were also distributed to the diluent guards, to be it 
band in case of necesnty. 

The enemy, for several days, had made \erj little 
addition to the new coDuntmication, and the Qtird re- 
turn ippeared still unfinished. A par^ of the enemy 
vos however discovered from Willis's, on the evening 
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oFtlis ist of October, wwking to the west of the St. 
Carlos batterj : and tbej peraistiDg in thdr kbonr, onr 
firs wsa increased from the batteries below ; which 
brongbt on a warm return. At dsj-break we obserr- 
ed, at the extremis of the new tpproach, a lar^ 
epaulement, of for^-five g>bk>ns loi^, two in height, 
and four or fire in breadth. On the top were aeTeral 
layera of sand-bags, and sand was banked up to protect 
it in front. It was utoated within the western place 
ttarme* of the St. Carlos's batter;, towards the beaoh, 
in a direction forming a very obtuse angle with the 
front of the above battery. Our engineers immediately 
agreed that this epaulement was intended for mortars ; 
which induced the Gorernor, in the course of the 2d, 
to <»^r two embrasures (maalied at the Old-mole 
head, to cover the mortars which we usuallj fired into 
thmr camp) to he opened, and two howitzers to he kept 
in action from thence. At night, our firing at inter- 
vals was so aatonishinglj brisk, that the whole north 
front, from the Rock-gtm to the Mole-head, was ob- 
scured in smoke. This fire was continued, with little 
i))t«anniMion, till day-break ; and though the enemy did 
not return it warmly, they made up f^ their silence Ae 
succeeding day. During the tventy-four hom-s they 
discharged twelve hundred and uxty- three rotinds, and 
the preceding day, one thousand nine hundred and 
farty-«^t ; which to us was a proof that they were 
conriderably galled by oar fire. 

We had observed, iai some weeks, a party of the 
enemy erecting a bmlding upon an eminence, near the 
stone quarry, underthe Qneen of Spain's Chur, which 
at length turned out to be a signal-tower ; but no use 
was nude of it till the beginiung of this month, when 
we discovered that it was intended to give information 
to their batteries in the bnee, when our working-parties 
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wW« g<mg op tbe hill. On their marching iqi, tba 
momiiig of the 3d, a ragnal wu made from the tower, 
uid thor batteries immediatel; increased their fire on 
the h^gbtg ; on their retura in the evemag-, the aignftl 
was repeated. This pr&ctice thej continued for bodm 
time. At night, the bod; of a soldier of the 1 tith regi 
inent, who attempted to swim to the enemy troat Water- 
port, wsH diacovered fbftting ne«r the Repnlte prune. 
He sailors on the watch, imagining some large fish 
had got foul of their cable, darted a harpoon into tb« 
body, but soon fbtind out th^ mistake. The succeed- 
ing morning, we observed that the enemj had throwm 
np d cover, frcaa the eastern shoulder of the new bat- 
tery, to the western magazine of the St. Carlos'* ; th^ 
also rused a sbotdder on the wettero extrenuty, and 
erected five traverses in the rear. 

Our firing, on the 4th, was ordered to be dunioished ; 
only Montague's and the Hill batteries were kept 
going : few shot were now used, as the enemy seemed 
to paj little attention to them ; and we had ocular 
proofs daily of the annoyance &om the small shells, 
which immediately made them deeiit, and get under 
cover. The same day a mutiny was discovered on 
board His M^esty'e cutter the Speedwell, Lieat Gib- 
son ; and four of the ringleaders were seized and mm- 
fined. The plan of this conspiracy was, to mnrd^ the 
officers of the watch, cut the cable, and run away with 
the vessel to Algeziras, where th^ computed she wonld 
sell for a handsome sum, which was to be equally divid- 
ed amongst the people interested, who were thrai to 
depart for England. Near half the crew were con- 
cerned ; and the same evening, if the wind continued 
fUvourable the schenie was to have been put in ezecn- 
tion. Happily one of the party (1 believe, a Spanish 
deserter) confessed in time to reader the whole abortive. 
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It WM aaaumhut slngtilar, that Mr. Gibson had been 
■D unfortniuta, when in England, m to htve the cutter 
he then c<Hiimuided nm away with bj the crew, into 
a EVenoh port, whilst he and his officers were ashore. 
The enemj, on the lught of the 4tb, threw up a line 
of casks and sand, extending upwards of artj feet in a 
parallel line to the front of St. Csrloa's. Some addi. 
iions were also made to the new batterj. The raising 
of the former work induced man; to beliare, tliat the; 
were come at last Ui the detennination of bed^ng tiie 
Qarrisou in form ; and that this, with other works to tie 
erected, would he the first parallel of attack. It was a 

m; so tardf in their operations. Our troops were now 
•ocustomed, bj six months bombardment, to the dis- 
charge and effect of heavj artiUer; : their firing had 
ptnnted out our weak placet, which the Governor and 
eogioeers had been indefatigable in strengthening, so 
that the Garrison was now reallj in a better state of de- 
fence than at the commencement of the bombardment. 
In the nights of the Sth and 6tb, the parallel, as 
we called the fine to the east, was eitended abont a 
hundred feet, and the new mortar-batt^y raised with 
fiudne*. Small traverses were also made in the rear 
of the new approach fVom tiie fourth branch. 

The gun and mort«r boats bad now been absent 
some time ; probably owing to the repairs wliich the 
mortar-boats neoessarilj demanded. On the evening 
of the 7th, the; however renewed their vidt, much 
earlier than was cnstomar;, and staid upwards of two 
hours. Their shot seem^ all directed at our prames, 
whilst their shells, the fuses of which were reniarkabl; 
dark, were thrown ashore. They fired about three 
hnndred shot, and tw«itj-three shells, killed one of 
the 73d, and wounded two of the 12th. We returned 
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fwtj-tbree ihot, uxteen grape, tad two hiindr«d aod 
teventj-nine ibells. The 8th, two mortara wwe mount- 
ed in the new marttr battery ; and trom the pioketa 
marked for the platfonns, we concluded it would mount 
eight mortarB. In the aftemoou, a ehell fell into a 
house in town in which Ensign Stephens, of the S9th, 
wudtting: imagining hinuelf not safe where he was, he 
quitted the room to get to a more tecure place ; but 
just u be passed the door, the shell burst, and a splin- 
ter mortallj wounded him in the rrioK, and another 
took off his leg. He was conveyed to the hospital, and 
h»d snfFered ampntotion betoe the surgeons discovered 
the mortal wound in bis bod;. He died about seven 
o'clock, nocb regretted aa a promising joui^ t^&. 

The enemj's parties appearing uumraous within the 
new works, our irmg from the Ciarrison wae increased 
on the 1 1th, and was as bri^j returned. The Gover. 
nor however ordered the artUkrj to be leas profuse in 
future, unless some caiualtf demanded an additional 
fire I for their loss, he was of oinnion, bore no propor- 
tion to our eipenditnre. Onr small shells were also 
decreasing verf faat ; and the enem; appeared too well 
covered with tTavo'ses in the new works, to be mu<A 
Bimojed b; them. The suaceeding da; our fire 
soarcel; exceeded a hundred rounds t and the enemy's 
was eqnaltj diminished, 

Thnr naval force before Gibraltar at this time was 
rather insignificant, though perfectly suffidait for the 
blockade. Most of their xebeqaes had left the sta- 
tion, as we imaged, to block up Mahon ; and only 
one line-of-hattle ship, one frigate, one zebeqne, and 
two bomb-ketches, with the smalt craft and gun-beats, 
remained in the Bay. The I3th, the Governor ordered 
our lower batteries to be silent, in order to pnjve.whe- 
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ther the enemj could be diverted from tiAog on tli« 
town, u their batteriea, coatrary to the tisvai practice 
of bsBiegere, seemed to be guided in a great measure 
bj onrs ; and the manfEurre had the desired effect. 
Their parties vere now employed chiefly in fimsMng 
theinteriorpart of the newmortar-battery. 

The Garrison, on the 1 5th, fired only forty rounds ; 
and the enemy did not exceed double the number. 
The nig4it of the 18th, they were beard hard at work ; 
bnt this (nrcmnstance produced no ftdditional fire from 
UR, OS our artillery had been limited to a certun quas- 
litj since the Govemor ordered the firing to decrease. 
The subsequent morning we observed they had erected 
a battery, of sii embmsnres, joining the second branch 
of the new communication, and bearing on Waterport 
and the town, abouttwelyehundredyards from the Grand 
battery : on^ four merlons appeared finished : the other 
three were in a rude state, with a number of fascines, 
pickets, and planks lying about the worli, and at the 
debouchure of the foorth branch. The GoTemor, in 
the monuQg of the 19th, ordered & warm fire on the 
new battery, which the enemy inatanlty returned. One 
of our carcasses set fire to the first branch of the new 
approadi, and it burnt for some time. The following 
roomhig we found tbey had removed the sand to eitin- 
guish the fire, and displaced many of the fascines, wtdoh, 
with other materials, were lying in a confHised manner 
in the lidnity of the breach. 

The night of the 20th, we were visited by the gun- 
boati, but their stay was much shorter than usnal, owing 
to the springing-up of a brisk easterly wind ; one of their 
shells slightly wounded Assistant-engineer Evans. This 
attack we imagined was intended to engage our alteu- 
tion from the land side, where the enemy were heard 
busily at work ; it had not however that effect, as our 
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batteriet directed an ad^tioaal fire, and contumed it 
th« whole n^ht. At daj-break we found the; had re- 
paired the hreach made bj the fire, and strei^thened 
the merlons of their guD-batter; with gabions sod sand 
heaped up in fi-ont 

The litnation of this batterj afforded a more lerioni 
appearance than my operations yet undertaken b; tha 
enemj. Colonel Tovey, the conunandaDt of artillerj, 
.thereA>re rpcommended to the Governor to open upon 
it, without loss of time, fi^m such heavy guns and how- 
itzers as might be soon brought to bear upon it ; asnsi- 
ed, at the same time, with some thirteen-iach shells, 
and a few red-hot shot from an eighteen-pounder or 
two. The following morning the enem; had almost 
completed the batter; : the Governor was therefore 
induced to complj with the representation of Colonel 
Tovey, and ordered the upper batteries, &c. to be open- 
ed on the enemj's works, and to continue to fire firom 
his direction. Abont four o'clock in the afternoon of 
the 22d, (a captwi and two subalterns, with the artilterj 
piclcet, manning tha lower batteries) the firing com- 
menced, and was continued with unremitting spirit and 
regularity the remainder of the evening and night. 
The enemy, in return, discharged repeated vollies fivm 
th^ lines ; hut to little purpose. Our artiUerj soon 
drove them troia the battery, wluch frequently was set 
on fire by the carcasses, but eitbguished. On the 
roi^nii^of the 23d we bad the mortification to find, 
that, notwithstanding the heavy fire kept upon it in the 
night, five of the embrasures were masked with sand* 
bags, to enable the whole better to resist the effect of 
our shells. The work was nevertheless considerably 
damaged, though not in a degree equal to our expense 
in ammunition. The firing at noon was therefore 
ordered to cease, as we had expended fifteen hundred 
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and ninetj-six thot, fire handred and llurt; sliells, 
(most of a hear; nature), ten carcasses, and two light 
balls. — It must appear almost inoredible, that a, batterj 
at such a distance abonld be able to re«st each heavy 
ordnance, vithout bmug levelled to the ground : but 
indeed few works were ever erected so strong and com- 
pact. The St. Carlos's batterj was silent the whole 
time i and A-om the lines thej relumed a thousand and 
twelve shot, and three hundred and two shells. Our 
loss was not very great ; but on the enemy's side, man; 
were observed to fall, and several to be carried into 
the Lines : their gallantry, we may therefore im^ne, 
cost them dear. 

The sacceeding night they repaired the damage done 
by our fire, and erected two traverses in the rear of 
the gun-battery : it is probable they were working also 
on the platforms ; and during the two followmg nights 
they strengthened it with other additions. The 25th 
the enemy's Are was rather singular. In the afl:ernoon, 
about nine, thdr batteries, for near an hour and ahalf, 
discharged repeated salvos from both cannon and mor- 
tars I not directii^ their fire to any particular object, 
but scattering thcdr shot in every direction towards the 
Garrison, and bursting the sheik prindpally in the Mr. 
In the afternoon, about three, this mode of firing was 
repeated, and continued nearly the same time. The 
Seth, Lieut. Vicars, of the 56tb, was slightly wounded 
in the Lines. 

The night of the Sflth, a brisk cannonade was heard 
towards the west ; and soon after, by the moon, we dis- 
covered a cutter engaging a IHgate, a zebeque, and 
several gunJiioats. The cutter answered a ragnal made 
by the Brilliant at the commencement of the action, by 
wMch we knew her to be a friend. After the engage- 
ment had continued very warm for a considerable time, 

u„ Coosic 



SIH HISTOar OF THE 

the flrmg ceued, and eha wu obliged to inbmit to m 
superior a force. The suceeeiling, night, the Unicom 
cutter irrivei, and four boats from Fsro : tbe former 
itifomied aa, Uut she parted compoaj with several cut- 
ters bouod for Gibraltar. The fruit, &c. broi^ht in 
the Portuguese boats, was immediatelj purchased b; 
the Governor, for the use of the sick in the hospitals : 
and some of the crew were confined, being suspected to 
come M spies. The 31st, the enemj's engineers were 
observed placing pickets to the westward of the six. 
gun batter; ; apparently with a view of eilentUng that 
work. Since our last attack upon it, the firing on both 
rides was much dimiuished. In the course of the 
month, three men deserted from the Garrison. 

The night of the 2d of November, the dgnal was 
made for the approach of Qie eoemj'a gun and mortar 
boats, which for some time had not pud us the r^n- 
lar viuts tbej formerly did { owing, as I have remarked 
before, to the repurs which the boats must necessaril; 
demand ; but the Vanguard and Repulse pralnea firing 
■everal shot, they retired. The 3d, the Fortune 
prame, monnting five twentj-sii pounders, was towed 
out, and moored to ihe southward of the Vangoard. 
The next day, about seven in the evening, thirteen gun 
and MX mortar boats fired briskly upon the Garrison, 
seconded by the Lines ; they staid near an hour and a 
half, and threw a vast number of shells ; but few were 
directed towards our camp. Lieut. John Fraaer, of 
the 73d, had his leg shot off on Montague's bastion: 
and Lieut. Edgar, of the A6th, was wounded with 
splinters of atones. Two of the 58th and 73d were 
likewise wounded. The enemy continued, on the 6tfa 
and 7th, to make some few alterations, and collect fas- 
cines, gabions, and other materials at their lines, and 
vflrioiis parts of the approaches. The parallel they 
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also strengthened : but the nz-giu) batter; still re- 
mained masked with sand bags. 

As it speared of greater consequence, at th'u period, 
to anno; the enem; from the Queen's battery at the 
Old-mole head, which formed an excellent cross-fire 
with the other batteries, than to fire into their camp ; 
the raortsn used for the latter purpose were removed, 
and the masked embrasures at the eitremit;, with two 
others adjoining, were ordered to be opened, and so 
altered as to admit of finir howitzers bearing on the 
new batter;. During the night of the 1 1 th, the enemy 
erected an additional batter; of six embrasures, west- 
Tard of the other, where the pickets were observed at 
the close of last mnnth. This work was retired a few 
;ards, bnt joined the eztremitj of the shoulder of the 
old batter;, and extended almost in the same direction 
towards tixe beach. It appeared ver; strong, and 
eeemed to be intended against the Old-mole head, and 
Water-port. 

Daring the night of the 12lh, man; signals were 
made in the Gut and along the Coast. In the morning 
we observed a cutter standing for the Ba; ; a xebeque 
and three gun-boats attempted to intercept her, but she 
got in without firing a gun. She was called the 
Phosnix, and was laden, on government account with 
ordnance stores. Col. Ross, who had lefl the Garrison 
tome months before, was a passenger, and returned to 
take the command of his regiment, the 72d, or It«;al 
Manchester Volunteers. The Lieutenant who com- 
manded the cutter, informed us that be parted compan; 
vith two others, destined tor the Garrison, on the 11th ; ' 
at which time one of them was engaged with two of the 
enem;'s cruisers. In the afternoon some signals were 
made at Algeziras ; and a cutter was observed standing 
in for the Bay, chased by a frigate j whence wa eonse- 
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quentif concluded it must be one of the two m«)ttoiied 
bj the Phienix. At this time several gmi-boata were 
croising off Cabrita Point and at the entrance of the 
Ba;, waiting to intercept her. In (he Struts the wind 
was W. but N, W, in the bay, and not verj strong. 
About aix itt the evening she came tip with the gun- 
boats, and an armed xebeque : a smart engagement 
inunediately cotnmeoced. Whilst she waa retarded bj 
these, a second division of gun-boats from Algeziras cut 
her off from the Garrison ; and tho frigate coming up, 
afler a most vigorous and resolute resistance, shs 
■truck. When she first appeared, six barges were 
ordered from our frigates to assist her, and a signal was 
hoisted on board the Brilliant, which she answered. 
The boalB rowed ont a considerable way, and, the even- 
ing being darli, found themselves amongst the enemy's 
gun-boats, from which, with some difficulty, they extri- 
cated themselves. The subsequent morning we bod 
the mortification to see the cutter towed into Algeziras 
by five gnn-boet9, with colours flying, and other narlis 
of exultation and triumph. 

The enemy about this time adopted the mode of 
cutting the fuses of their shells, so Uiat most of them 
which were fired for a long range burst in the air. 
They continued their practice of making s^TuUa at the 
tower above the Quarry, whenavM' our parties were 
assembled, or appeared at work ; and the shot were tn 
general better directed than before ; but their effects 
agusst the works were considerably weakened by pieces 
of junk hang over the merlons of the batteries. Our 
workmen were chiefly employed at Willis's, in repwr- 
Ihe Tower-battery, &e., and at the Old mole. Other 
detachments were also engi^ed in various duties on the 
north front. The night of the 15th, the enemy length- 
ened the parallel considerably, tmd, the succeeding 
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lU^ht, made lurther adiUtions. la the forenoon of the 
16th, a loz^-ranged shtU, 'rom the St. Carlos' battery, 
burst in the sir over Hardy town, and a splinfer of it 
flew into the sea, bejoud Bnena- Vista, a diatance of 
more than three miles. Another shell fell, in the 
conne of the morning-, at the (bot of a wine-bouse^ 
south of the barracke ; and seTeral burst high io the 
wr over the Sonth shed. We attributed these im. 
common long ranges to the ftirce of the wind, which, 
blowing in the same direction in which the shells were 
thrown, nndoubtedlj increased their yeloeity. Mr. 
Tinllng, assistant et^pneer, was woonded the same da; 
at Willis's. A boat arrived on the 18th from Faro : 
the crew were separately eiamined, before they were 
permitted the libertj of the Garrison. The patrim 
of this boat informed us, that seven outters destined 
for Gibraltar, had been taken by the Spaniards. 

Two deserters came in, about seven in the evemng 
of the 20tb ; one a corporal, the other a private in the 
Walloon guards. The former appeared to be very in- 
telligent, and informed us of man)' circumstances with 
which we were not before acqutunted. The new mor- 
tar-battery, he said, was called St. Pam^hal's ; and cor- 
roborated our intelligence, that it mounted two mor- 
tars and sis elevated gons. The two sii-gnn batte- 
ries were named St. Martin's. He further acquunted 
us, that the camp was principallj composed of mihtla 
regiments : that the men were much ^ssatisfied with 
their situation, and greatlj harassed in raising the ad- 
ditional batteries : that Ibej hod suffered lately very 
severe losses from ourfire; particularlj instancing the 
32d and 23d of the preceding month, when seven oCB- 
cers and ^hty men were lulled and wounded. One 
of the latter was an engineer of rank, who died three 
days afterwards. We had remarked, in the course of 
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the above firing, an officer to be particularl; aotife, 
which we now found to be tWa engineer : he braved 
for a considerable lima the dangers of the day, but at 
length fell, and was carried off. This deserter gave 
the Governor fVirtber informalioQ respecting the 
strength and arrangeinent of their guards ; and the ' 
next momii^ was conducted to Willis's, where he 
described to him various parts of the enemy's works 
nnd camp. It had always been customary for the 
Governor to detain the deserters at the Convent a few 
days, till he was suffiriently informed of ev^^ parti- 
cular i bui these he immured so close, that, excepting 
some general information, the Garrison had an oi^r- 
tunity of learning but few drcmnstances, till an evMit 
took place, which will presently be related. 

The firing iVom both sides varied as objects offered. 
Many of the enemy's shells ranged as tkr as the South 
barracks ; and others, agreeably to their oewly adopt- 
ed plan, burst in the ur. The morning of the 22d, 
a soldier of the 58th regiment, who had been misdng 
several dayi, was seen to go into Fort Barbara, frcaa 
behind the Rock, The following day the enemy 
mounted guns in the St. Martin's battery ; and a par- 
ty was employed in completing the six eastern embra- 
Btires, which were now unmasked. We kept upon 
them onr usoal fire of small shells from Willis's and 
tiie upper batteries ; bnt the lower ordnance wers 
olent. Id the coarse of the day, the Governor reoon- 
nnitred the enemy's works ; and it was reported tiiat 
all the batteries were to be agtun opened upon them, 
as soon as the four embrasnres for the howitzers, at 
the Old mole head, were completed. 

The ni^t of the 23d, the beriq^ers added to the 
parallel a return of cask- work to the west : it ^peered 
vwy slight and trifling. The two succeeding days, 
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their parties were very active in finiahing the batte- 
ries, which, OD the 23di, exhibited a perfect and for- 
midable appearance. This was the crisis which the 
GovfTDor considered as proper to frustrate all thnr 
views, by destroying these stapendous works, the con- 
strncdoD of which had coat them such immense labour 
wad eipen^e. By the deserters who came in on the 
20th instant, he was acquainted with the inactivity which 
prevuled tliroughout the enemy's camp, and with 
the strength of their advanced guards. Lulled into 
secority by their superiority of force, they never sus- 
pected the Garrison capable of attempting so bold and 
hazardoQS a coup-de-maitt. The Governor, however, 
secretly conceived this important design, and never im- 
parted his intention till the evening on which it was 
put in execution. 

The gates were no sooner shut, after first gun-firing, 
on the evening of the 26th, than he ordered a coDM- 
derable detachment to assemble on the Bed ssndi at 
midnight, with devils, fire-fs^ots, and working un- 
plements, to make a sortie on the enemy's batteries. 
The General, Field, and other officers to be employed 
on this service, were convened in the interim, and the 
disposition of attack communicated : but, lest some 
matters might have escaped him in the multiplicity of 
arrangemenis, the Governor desired every person to 
[vopoee, without restraint, whatever would, in his or 
their opinion, further promote the success of the en- 
terprise. The jullowii^ are the beads of tlte orders 
issued on this occasion. 
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EVENING GARRISON ORDERS. 

GibraUar, Nov. 26, 1781, 
" Cotmtersign, Steadt. 
" All the gremidiers and light infimtrj of the Gar- 
" risoQ, mid all the men of the 12th and Hardeaherg*! 
" r^^ments, officers, and non-commisiioned officers 
" now on dutj, to be immediately relieved, and join 
" their re^ments : to form a detachment, conaiating 
"of the 12th and Hardenberg's raiments complete, 
" the grenadiers and light infiutFj of all the other 
" regiments (which are to be completed to thdr 
" iiill establiahment from the battalion companies} ; 
" one c^taJD, three lieutenants, ten non-commissioned 
" officMTB, and a hundred artillery ; and three en^D> 
" eers, seven officers, and twelve non-commisidoned of- 
" ficers overseers ; with a hmidred and siit; workmen 
from the Line, and fort; worhmen from the artificer 
companv. Each man to have thirtj-sii ronnda of 
Bmmonition, with a good flint in his piece, and an- 
other in his pocket. No drums to go out, excepting 
two with each of the regiments. No volunteers irill 
be allowed. The whole to be commanded by Bri- 
gadier General Ross ; and to assemble on the Red 
sands at twelve o'clock this night, to make a Sortie 
upon the enemy's batteries. The 39th and 58th 
raiments to parade at the same hour on the Grand 
parade, under the command of Brigadier General 
IHcton, to aust^ the sortie if necessary." 
These were the principal orders for forming the de- 
tat^unent. At midmght the whole were assembled ; and 
being joined by 100 sailors, commanded by Lieuts. 
Muclfle and Campbell, the detachment was divided into 
three columns, agreeably to the following dispodtion, 
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The detachment beii^ fbrmed in three lines, tha 
Tight colmim Id the rear, and the lelt in the front, tools 
for demoluhing the works vere deliTcred to the work- 
men, mA the following directions for thdr deitiaation 
commniucSited to the principal officers. 

" The right column to lead Bad ourch through For- 
" bes's barrier, for the eitremi^ of the pwallel ; keep- 
" ing the eurtwa fences of the gardens close on tikeir 
" left. The centre inunediatel; to follow, marching 
" throngfa Bay-jude barrier, and dtrectiiig tli«r ronta 
" throi^h the gardens for the mortar-batteries. Tha 
" left column to briog up the rear, inarching along the 
" Strand for the gon-batteriee. No person to admice 
" befbre the front, unlets ordered bj the officer com- 
" manding tiie colnmu ; and the most profound ulenca 
" to be ol«erved, as the success of the enterprise tna; 
" depend thereon. The 12th and Hordenbei^'s rep- 
" ments to form in front of the works, oa suatiuning 
" corps; and are to detach to the right and left as oc- 
" casion ma; require. The reswre to take post in the 
" farthest gardens. When the works are carried, the 
" attacking troops are to take up thax ground in the 
" following manner. The grenadi^s of Reden'a and 
*• La Motte'a behind the parallel : the 39th and 73d 
" Bank companies, along the front of the fourth branch i 
'' and the 72d grenadiers and Ught infantry, with their 
" right to the fourth branch, and left to the beach." 

By the time the destination of the columns was ouule 
known to the different officers, and other arrangements 
had taken place, the morning of the 27th was far ad- 
Tonoed ; and as the moon had then nearlj finished her 
nightl; course, the detachment, about a quarter before 
three o'clock, began its march, J)y files ftom the right 
of the rear line, fbr the attack. Althongh nothing 
could exceed the «lence and attention of the troops, the 
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eDemj'a adTanced tentriee discovered the right coliunn 
before the; passed Forbes's barrier, and after challeng^- 
ing, fired upon them. Liaut. Col. Hugo, findings thej 
were alarmed, immediatelj formed the attaddng corps, 
and pushed on at a brisk pace for the eitremitj of the 
parallel ; there finding no opposition, he took posses- 
sion, and the pioneara began to dismantle the works. 
Part of Hardenberg'a rc^ment, which was attached to 
this column, mistook the route of the grenadiers, owing 
to the darkness of the morning ; and in puraniag their 
own, found themselves, before the^ discovered (heir 
error, in Iront of (he St. Carlos battery. In this di- 
lemma, no alternative offered but presMog forwards, 
whioh the; gallantly did, after receiving tbe enemy's 
fire. Upon mounting the parapet, the enemy precipi- 
tately retreated, luid with great difficulty they descend- 
ed the stnpendons work, formir^ with their left to the 
Tower, They were thus situated, when Lieut. CoL 
Dachenhausen, at the head of the 39th flank companies, 
entered the St. Carlos's batter;, and naturally mistaking 
them for his opponents, fired, and wounded severaL 
Further tnisduef was however prevented by the coun- 
tersign ; and the Hanoverians joined the remainder of 
their corps, which now formed CTipoience in front ofthe 
parallel. The 73d flank oompaoies were equally suc- 
cessfbl in their attacks ; and Lieut CoL Tr^e, with 
the grenadiers, and light company of the 72d regiment, 
carried the goo-batteriet with great gaUantry. The 
ardoior of the assailants was irresistible. The enemy 
OD every side gave way, abandoning in an instant, and 
with the ntmost precipitation, those works which had 
cost tbem so much expense, and employed so many 
months to perfect. 

When oar troops had taken possetsioD, the attacking 
eoi^ formed, agreeihlj to thrar orders, te repel -uny 
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attempt which the enemy might make to prevent the 
destruction of the works, whilst the 12th regiment took 
post in fi-ont of the St. Corlos's battery, to sustain the 
westeru attack ; and the reaerre, under Major Max- 
well, drew up in the (krlher gardens. The exertions 
of the workmen and artillery were wonderful. The 
batteries were soon in a state for the fire-faggots to 
operate ; and the flames spread with astonishing rapidi- 
tj into every part. The column of fire and smoke 
which rolled from the works, beantifnlly illuminated 
tbe troops and neighbouring objects, forming altogether 
a coup dixil not possible to bo described. 

In an hour the object of the Sortie was fully effected ; 
and trains being laid to the magazines. Brigadier Ross 
ordered the advanced corps to withdraw, and the sus- 
taining regiments to cover their retreat ; but by some 
oversight, the barrier at Forbes's was locked, atier the 
flank companies had returned ; which might have prov- 
ed of serious consequences to Hardenberg's regiment, 
as they were, from that rircumstance, under the neces. 
wty of following the 12th r^[iment through Bay-side.' 

Several small qnantities of powder took tire whilst 
the detachment was on its retreat ; and just as therear 
hod got within the Garrison, the principal magazine 
blew op with a tremendous explosion ; throwing up vast 
pieces of timbm', which, falling into the flames, added 
to the general conflagration. Although the enemy 
must have been early alarmed, not the smallest effort 

" It was not a little singular, that these two regiments, 
which, at the memorable batile of Minden, bad fought by 
each other's side, and, aooordiDg to the Dstiml course of 
events, could never expeotto meet again, sfaould be em- 
ployed a seoond Ume on the same occaaion, and be the only 
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was made to save or avenge tlitnr wofIcs. The Aigi- 
tives Beemed to communicate a panic to tho whole ; and 
instead of annojing onr troops from the flanking forts, 
Ih^ artilleiy directed a ridiculoiu fire towards the 
Town and onr npper batteries, whence we eontjnned « 
warm and weU-serred discharge of round shot on thdr 
ffarts and barrier. Onhr two officers and ^zteen pri- 
Tates were taken prisoners j and little opporftion being 
mode, Terj few were killed in the works. The guard, 
fVom the best information, conusted of one captajn. 
three subalterns, and seTentj-four privates, including 
the artilierj. 

Thus was this important attack executed beyond the 
most sanguine expectations of ever; one. The event 
challenges greater admiration, when we reflect that tha 
batteries were distant near three quarters of a mile 
from the Garrison, and onlj within a few hundred 
yards of a heaie^ng enemy's lines, mounting one hun- 
dred and thirty-five pieces of heavy artillery. The de- 
tachment had (bur privates killed ; Lieut. Tweedie, of 
the 12th regiment, with twen^-fournon-commissioned 
and privates, wounded ; and one missing, supposed 
to be left wounded on the batteries. Of tiiis number, 
Hardenberg's regiment had two killed, and twelve 
wounded. The ordnance spiked in the enemy's works 
amounted to ten thirteen-mch mortars, and eighteen 
twenty-six pounders. 

General Eliott's aniie^ on the occasion woald not 
permit him to wait the issue within the Garrison ; bnt 
acquainting the Lieutenant Governor with his inten- 
tion, he accompanied the Sortie, and expressed tha 
highest approbation of their bebariour by the tbllowing 
public orders : that " the bravery and conduct of tbft 
" whole detachment, officers, sailors, and soldiers, on 
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" fhe glorious occasion, surpasaed his utmost actnow- 
" ledgmenta." 

Although (he attack was not totally exempted from 
those little derangements which naturally attend night 
eipeditiona of this nature, yet, to the honom- of the 
whole, neither muaket, worlting tool, or other imple- 
ment, was left behind : a volunteer indeed of the 73d 
regiment lost his kelt \a the attack, which the Gover- 
nor being acquainted with, pronueed him a sahstitute 
in return ; and not long afterwards presented lum with 
a commission in an established corps. When our 
troops entered the batteries, the written report of the 
commanding officer was found in one of the splinter- 
proofe, which, when the guard was relieved, was in- 
tended to have been sent lo the Spanbh General. 
The report expressed, that " nothii^ eitraordinaiy 
" had h^pened ;" which, it most be acVnowledged, 
the captain had been a little premature in writing. 

Before the detachment returned from the Neutral 
ground, Lieut. Col. Tovej, of the arUllery, died. He 
was succeeded by M^or Lewis in the command of that 
department. 

The night of the 27th, the enemy were alarmed with 
an explosion in the ruins of their batteries ; and im- 
mediately i&ected a smart discharge of mosketry, with 
round and grape shot, towards the spot. We imajpned 
they suspected that we had made a second sally, to 
finish tlie destruction of what remained ; and their 
error probably would have continued some time, had 
they Tiot been undeceived by our throwing a shell 
amongst the ruins ; alter which they instantly ceased. 
By the number of lights seen in their camp, we had 
reason to conclude that their army had assembled on 
the alarm. The enemy had not yet thought proper to 
lake any mMsures towards extinguishing the flames. 
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but ftvenged themselves b; a brisk caTmanade upon the 
tovD. ^ thdr camp eeveral men vere eiecuted, 
irtw probablj might be some of the <mfortunAt« actors 
in tlie late di^race. The 30th, their batteries con- 
tinued bunimg in five different places : when thej 
ceased to smoke, the works seemed completely destroyed 
nothii^ but heaps of sand remaining. Hve dismounted 
mortitrt could be seen in the St. Carlos's batterj from 
the nunmit of therock; one gun alsoia St. Paschal's, 
and three in the St. Martin's. At night we fired se- 
veral rounds of grape at their horae-patrols, wMcb, 
since thmr late misfortune, appeared more nutnereiu 
than before. 



CHAPTER VI. 



Ttie Spai^aids determine to restore their batteiiei Es- 
tablish >e*eral defenHve posts Repair their works ; 

but are oouiderBblf retarded by the Osrrison Descrip- 
tion of ■ new iavented depressing gun-carriage — Gal- 
lant behaviour of the Mercury ordnance-ship. — The Ver- 
non store-ship arrives with several gun-boats, in tHmes, 
also the Cerberus and Apollo frigates, with ■ reinfinve- 
ment of men. — Singular quality of quiiA sight in two 

boys belon^ng to tiie Oarrison Spaniards resolve to 

make a vigorous attack upon Gibraltar, under the eont- 

nand of the Duke de Crillon Be^n to convert large 

vends into BArrsKino-iHipg at Algeziras — A party of 
CwuEans arrive, and ofler to act ai ToluuleH'B in the 

Oanison during the ^ege Enemy's army reinfbreed 

tTnibrtunate accident in a nugatine at Willis's A strong 

runforonnent of French troops jnns Uie tnemft mnj. 
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The Spajusrds, for several days, appeared totally at 
a losa how to axA after their recent di^ace. Th^ 
batteriea contiiiusd in flomea ; nor were uij attempts 
made to extingDish the lire. In the begmning of De. 
cember, bowaver, th^^ seemed as if euddenl; roused 
from thwr reTerie ; upwards of a thousand men were 
at work, makii^ fascines, &□. for which purpose large 
qiuntitiBS of bruahwood were collected from the couq. 
tej. From these operations we concluded that the; 
ware resolved to restore their works, when sufficient 
materials were prepared. 

The 1st of December, a flog of truce brought let- 
ters from the English prisoners lately captured in the 
cnttOTi bound to the Garrison. Not a syllable was 
Optioned, by the Spanish officer, of the late transac- 
tion ; nor did be even inquire whether we had taken 
any prisoners. As we bad observed the enemy to post 
strong guards in the stone guard-houses on the neutral 
groBOil, particnlarl; In the centre one, the Governor 
ard«red tba artillery to endeavonr to dislodge them. 
Answens were returned, on the 2d, to the letters 
brought thv preeei^i^ day : letters also were sent 
from the prhmw* taken in the sortie, to th^ finends 
in oamp. The Spanlrii officer, on receiving the let- 
tars, a^eaivd much anrprised, put tham in bis pocket, 
but was Hlent ; and the boats parted. One of the 
(dtooi taken ]visoqer, was fbe Baron Von Helmstadt, 
an Ea^;n in the Walloon guards, with tbe rank of 
Captvn : the othw was Don Vinoente Freese, a Lieu- 
tenant of artillery. The Baron was dangerously 
woandad in the, knee, and not without many mtreaties 
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inbmitted to unputation. When thesorgeons llratin- 
foriued him that this operation waa absolatelj unaroid&. 
bie, he resoluielj opposed it : amputation, he laid, 
vtlTj seldom suoceeded in Spain ; besides, he was tb^l 
betrothed in marriage to a lady, and would ratber risk 
lus Ufa than present himself before ber with only one 
leg. The Governoi- being told this determination, 
immediately visited the Baron, and nsed everf argu- 
ment to persuade him to comply. His Mistress, the 
General said, must undoubtedly esteem him the mora 
for the honourable wound which he had recdred in 
thE service of his country j and, as to the operation 
being fatal, he might almost assure himself of a certun 
recovery, since, in the many similar cases which had 
occurred in the Garrison during the siege, our sur- 
geons had been generally successfiil ; and to convincB 
him by ocular proof, ordered sereral mutilated con- 
valescents into the room. This generous attention 
of the Governor had a powerful etFect on the Baron, 
who, no longer able to resist his importunities, at length 
consented to the operation. The enemy, on the night 
of the 3d, repaired the damage done to the tlurd branch 
of approach ; and Hd some trifling work at the fourtli 
branch. The next day, a Sag of truce from the ene- 
my brought letters of thanks from the Spanish Oene- 
nit, Don Martin Alvarez, and the Walloon guards, to 
the Governor, for the humanity shewn to the {msoners 
taken in the batteries. In the boat came some poultry 
for the wonnded Baron ; also clothes and money for 
the officers. Their guards in the lines now ^pear«d 
to be about eight htindred iufantrj, with a hundred ar- 
tillery ! besides siity or seventy cavalry for patrolen. 
The Governor, on the 5th, ordered that " no officer 
" of the line, commanding at a post, sHould intwfepa 
" in the mode of loading, pointing, or luring the can- 



SIEGE OF OIBBALTAB. Sll 

" nan. If at an; Ume he jodged it necesMr; to fira 
" upon the enemy, he was to point out the object to the 
" srtillerj, and submit it to thrir opinion, whether it 
" was practicable or not." The mornuig of the 7th, 
» cutler appeared from the west, and, after an obsti- 
nate action with the enemy's gun-boats, was obliged 
to strike. In this engagement we observed that the 
enemy bad made some alterations, in the construction 
of their boats, which before would not allow the guns 
to be. depressed. 

Notwithstanding our fire, the enemy seemed deter- 
mined to establish tbemtelvea at the Centre atone guard 
hoose, round which, on the night of the 7th, they made 
a trench, ani also lined with fascines part of the fourth 
branch of approach. Our firing continued to vary, as 
their operations were more or leas noticed; in the day 
we directed it principally to parties observed near the 
Tower, and at night to the Centre guard-bouse ; 
i^ainst which they had he^ed up sand, and continued 

every evening to make other additions The Garrison 

at this period was so extreme sicVly, that a hundred 
men were curtailed from the worMi^ parlies ; and the 
officers servants, with others who usually were exempt- 
ed from these duties, ordered to assist, to lessen the 
fatigue of their comrades. Near seven hundred were 

at diis time on our hospital lists The Unicorn cutter 

aiuled, in the night of the 12th, vrith dbpatchea for 
England ; and the followir^ evening, the Phcenix, wilb 
duplicates. 

The operations of the enemy seemed now entirely 
defensive. The Western stone guard-house on the 
beach, was unroofed in the same mauier as the Centre 
guwd.bouse, and strengthened with sand ; with a trench 
dug round at some distance in the front. We ima- 
gined that strong guards were stationed every night 
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at thBsa ports, to protBct thdr remaning works. Th* 
Frening of the 16th, about ten o'clock, ooe of the eno- 
inj's advanced sentries, near Baj-side, fc-ed his mus- 
ket ; which was taken up bf oth^ in the gardens, and 
tbe alarm spread to the Lines, and thence to the camp. 
Lights were inunediatelj observed moving about, and 
the dronu beat to snns. After some hoars oonftirion 
the; were Calm and qiuet. Their works, partimlarlj 
the St. Paschal's battery, continued to smoke in seve- 
ral places, on the 18th. No ordnance could now be 
Men in anj of the batteries : thnr fire was rather 
smart, but no partiotdar object seemed to engsge their 
notice. 

Brigadiers Ross and Grera were applied, in the 
(H'dwsof the SOth, to be Hfgor-Genersjs in the army t 
and the next evening Crenovl Ross sailed in a boat tor 
Faro, on his rstum to England. Oeneral Green some 
lime afWwards reeolved a letter of service, and Lieii> 
tenant Holloway, his Bi^ade Mqor, was appointed his 
Aide-de-camp. The same day a flag of trnce bron^lt 
over several letters, with money and clothes for the 
prisoners. At night the enemy extended the fourth 
branch, in the same direction, towards the Western 
stone gnard-hoiue ; and several pickets were driven, 
and fsscines laid m the ruioe of the batteries, in order 
to retain the sand, and prevent it being washed down 
by ttie rains. The night of the 23d they nused an 
epaolement on the top of the Centre goard-house, and 
finished the first line of the new ^preach from the 
fimrth branch. 

Two soldiers of Hardenberg s, and the 72d regiment, 
on the 25th , attempted to desert bj a rope from Mount 
Misery ; the former got down, though Ae rope broke | 
which accident was the cause of the latter bdng re- 
taken. A few d^ after, a seijowt of the artifloen 



SIEQE OF GIBRALTAR, 223 

was ordered to reconnoitre the place where this deaert. 
er descended ; and he got down for enough to discoTer 
the unfortunate man duhed to pieces at the foot of the 
precifnce. The night of the 27tfa, theenemj' made se- 
veral additions to the Centre guard-house. The Boron 
Von Helmitadt hmag dangeroiul; ill about this period 
(not in aonsequence of the operatloD he bad undei^ne. 
but &om some inward maJad;), Siaga of truce were dul; 
pas^ng sod repassing, to inform his flriecd^ of his dan- 
gerous Htuation. The 28tb, the Baron died, and the 
following daj hia body wai carried to the New mole, 
accompanied b; the grenadiers of the 12th regiment, 
with the usual honours of war, wbere two barges wait- 
ed to convey it to the enemy's camp. The Governor, 
and prindpd ofiicera in the Garrison, with Don Vio- 
cente, attended the ceremony. The fowls and oQier 
refreshments sent hy his friends, with the money not 
used by the Baron in his ^ckness, were also returned, 
to the most minute article. 

The enemy, on the night of the 30th, added to the 
trench in front of the Centre guard-house, which, a 
few HVenJngs belbre, Ihej had altered from its ordinal 
form. Our engineers the same night erected a blind 
of canvas, &c. in front of Princess Anne's battery 
(Willis's), which the engineers afterwards caJssoned, 
when their fire became less warm on this new object. 
Another was afterwards placed before the Princess 
Amelia's, for the same purpose. The materials with 
which the works at the northward were now repaired, 
were collected from the cool-ships that had been run 
ashore in the New mole after Admiral Darby's depai^ 
tore. The sides of these vessels were cut up. under 
the direction of the engineers, into large solid pieces, 
of such form and dimension as the purpose dictated to 
, which they were to be applied. Of these moterials the 
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batteries at Willis's were ai this time fiDrmed ! the an- 
gles bdug connected aod secured b; strong knees and 
bolts, haTing traverse [neces within, which were also 
kneed. When the dustons for the merlons wePe thus 
framed, thej were filled in the front with lajere of junk 
and sand-bags belund: the height of the merlons was be- 
tween ten and eleven feet ; and the upper parts were sup- 
ported by strong beams serosa the embrasures, forming 
koadt (as the en^ecrs called them) over the muxzles 
of the cannon : these hoods were three feet deep, and 
extended about six feet in length over the embrasures ; 
bj which improveiDentfl (he guns were preserved from 
being broken by the shells in th^ descent, and the ar- 
tillery-men on duty were well covered. The solid con- 
struction of these new works, and the adoption of a 
dmilar mode in repairing the other defences of the 
Garrison, will account, in a great measure, for (he 
genera] casualties of the troops not being so nu- 
merotis as might otherwise be expected ; and, to evince 
the permanence of them, no other proof, 1 im^ne, 
need he adduced, than that upwards of one hundred 
shot-holes have been plugged of in- the front of one 
merlon, and yet the battery was not materially da- 



' When the enemy's proceedings sfterwarda rendered 
some alterations necesaary in the works it Willis's, the ship- 
timber was found very useful in further securing the upper 
batteries, and in protecting our artillery. The height of 
the parapets permitted the engineers to erect splinter proo6 
between the guns, of curved pieces of timlwr cut from the 
bottom of a ship, which were placed igaiust the breasts itf 
the merlons, and made bomb-proof by layers id sand-bag^ 
which also formed a traverse across the battery. By these 
additions the conununicationi between the ordnance were 
corned, and the batteries well traversed against the cue* 
my'. ™tern enfiUde Era 
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TwQ ordnance-shipa arrived in the course of Decern, 
ber. As ire axe now arrired at the close of the ;ear, 
it ma; not be impertiaent to insert a return of casuals, 
from the 12ih of April to the Slat of December, 1781, 
that thereaxler maj have an idea of our general loss Id 
that period. 



KilManddadofwoundt. 3 10 1 IW Ii9 

DlBblcd, - - > 7 1 X W 

Wounded, - . 13 « 8 aas WO 

The New Year's day of 17S2 was remarkable for an 
action of gallantry which is worthy of being rescued 
from oblivion. An ofBcer of artillery at Willis's, ob- 
serving aahellfallingtowards the place where he stood, 
got behind a traverse, for protection ; which he had 
scarcely done, ere it fell into the traverse, and instantly 
entangled him in the rubbish : one of the gnard, named 
Martin, observing his distress, generously ri^ed his 
own life in defence of his officer, and ran to extricate 
him ; but Unding bis own efforts ineffectual, called for 
assistance; when another of the guard joining him, 
they relieved tbe officer fr«m his situation ; andalmost 
at the earoe instant the shell burst, and levelled tbe tra- 
verse to the ground. Martin was afterwards promoted 
and rewarded by the Governor, who at the same time 
told him " he should equally have noticed him for re- 
lieving his comrade." Several similar instances of he- 
roism occurred during the siege, all of which were 
equally honourable to the Garrison. 

The enemy per»e»ered in carrying on their works : 
the Centre guard-house now began to assume a regular 
figure. The ditch formed three sides of an heiagon, 
extending to the rear in obtuse angles with the front ; 
and the fasdne-parapet, joining the building, waslenglh- 
uiied each way. Materials continued to be daily brought 
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down to the line*, and adTmnoed worlii. Their work- 
men were howcTer conrideriblf aitaofed, in repiurii^ 
tha fourth and fifth brancheg of the i^roftch, &om the 
Old-nude head and Montague's bastion. The tMp St. 
niilip's Caitle, in GoTenunent gervice, arrived on the 
Jth IVam MahoD, with diepatchee from General Mur- 
ray ; on board har came Boveral prisoners taken by that 
Geoeral in a sally made fVom Fort St. Philip's. The 
enemy endeavoured to cnt her off from the Bay, bat 
conld not accomplish it. She rehirned to Minorca on 
the KM;. Since thrar army had landed at Minorca, 
the enemy's attention to the eastward was viribly abat- 
ed ; nor did they nuke so many signals troto the tower 
on the Queen of ^lain'i Qkair, as had been thcdr custom 
formerly. The tdMequeat evening our pramea made 
&e signal tor the a^qiroach of the gnn-boats : an east- 
erly wind however springing up, tfaej threw up their 
rockets, and retdred. We conld not otherwise account 
for their not firing in an easteriy wind, than by imagin- 
ing they were apprehomvc of some accident in thrar 
magazines, winch, being in the stem of the boat, mig^t 
run some danger of being blown up by the qiarks irom 
the discharge of their ordnance. The night of the 7th, 
besides making additions to the Centre guard-bonse, 
the enemy debmtched from die fiAh branch, and dug a 
trench about fifteen or twenty yards towards the east. 
A Court of Enquiry, on the 6^ sat on Anttmio Joan- 
ico, the spy who was discovered in the Faro boat ; and 
some time afU'rwards he was ordered to prepare for 
execution. The Governor however at last pardoned 

The enemy, about this time, removed several guns 
from the camp to the lines, taking others back. Ifost 
of their cannon (we had reason to inwgine for some 
time past) had been greatly damag«d by the firing ; a* 
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the shot, at periods, were obserred not to flj with tht 
ttme velocity as at first. The iMt deserter *aid thaj 
had spoiled thrte setg of gnoe from the oommencenieDt 
of the bombardmeDl. In the night of tha Elth, they 
ruaed the epavdement joinipg the Centre goftrd-house i 
and opened four embraanree, two on each aide of ths 
bailding-. The^ were all masked with fasciues, and 
appeared solely for defence. The night of th» I2A, 
the enemj formed a trench from the debouchurt of the 
fifth branch, to the ftont oftheniinaof the St. Cirks'i 
battery, towards the western beach ; part of it was lined 
with fiiBcines. Thej also raised a place darmtt on the 
eaatflankofthe St. Carlos's battery, jiuning the GAh 
branch. At night sailed the Henr; and Mercur; ord- 
nance-ships to the westward. Don Vincente Freese 
went posaei^er m the former for England, with tiie 
prisoners t^en in our sortie, and those »eiit by General 
Mmra;. About the 14th or 15th, the enemy raised 
another piaee darmet on the west flank of the St. Car- 
los' s battery, and joining the mina of the St. PasduJ's 
battery ; and the subsequent erening strengthened and 
capped it with foscines. In the night, ugsals were 
made in the Gut, and at daj-break two cutters ^>peared 
at the entrance of the Bay; buttbe wind blowing some- 
what northerly, and dying away, they were driven to 
leeward by the current : afrigateand elevm gnn.boats 
fi'ora Algeztrot immediately gave chace, and soon after 
they were joined 1^ a frigate and xebaqne from Ceuta. 
The cutters finding it impossible to make the Bay, and 
observing flie force of thwr pursuers, prudeotly crowd- 
ed sail to die eastward. In the afternoon some of the 
gun-boats got witUn range, and a few roimds were ex- 
changed ; but the wind freshening towards sun-set, the 
cutters evidently left the enemy conuderaUy astern. 
When night [verented us from continmng our obser- 
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Tstioni, the; had 'ndeed gaiiWKi such a ditbtnce, that 
yee did not in the leaat doubt but they would escape. 

TTie enemy had made, for several preceding evenings, 
considerable additions to the Centre redoubt ; and on 
tben^htofthe 17th, thej raised a work embradng 
each extremity of the Jasciue-ditch which was in the 
front of it : this post now appeared finished. They 
likewise raised and threw sand in front of the plact 
Sanaes, and brought vast quantities of different ma- 
terials to their advanced works. Their liring was not 
at this period remarkable ; but, as tbej durected thmr 
ordnance principally among our working parties on the 
hill, we experienced a few casuals. Our batteries in 
return were well served ; and the Gre pobted lo all 
qnarters. In the morning oF the 18th, just afW gnn- 
firing, signals were made from the enemy's advanced 
works, winch were repeated to their camp. The bat- 
teries at the same time kept up a brisk Are, all in a low 
direction. Tins g^te us reason to think they were ap. 
prebensive of another sortie : and the following morn- 
ii^ the fonr embrasures in the Centre redoubt were 
unmasked, and onimofeff with four howitzers; apil a. 
considerable number of troops left the lines Boon afler 
day-break : all which circumstances served lo counte- 
nance our conjecture. In the evening of the 20th, 
the artillery at WilUs's discovered a party of the enemy 
erecting a line of communication from the fourth 
branch to the Centre redoubt. The Old-mole head 
and Montague's were immediately opened on them, in 
addition to the upper batteries ; and we plied them so 
bmkly, that the party was obliged to retire about mid- 
night, leaving the work, as the morning evinced, in 
great contusion. The sal>seqnent n^ht, notwithstand- 
ing our fire, they raised and strengthened the new com- 
miioication. In this duty they were well covered by ■ 



Xooylc 



SIEGE OF G1BBAT.TAH. 3W 

brisk fire from the lines ; and which, from the repeated 

vollies (Uscharged, afforded room to think that their 
WMknien bad suffered materialty the night before. 

The night of the 33d, they repairad the parapet of 
the S(. Carlos'fl battery nine faacines in height, wid be- 
gan to robujld the magazine in the rear. Great quan- 
tities of fascines, &c. were in and about the battery. 
The succeeding afternoon, about four o'clocli, the 
Governor opened the lower batteries on this work, and 
our fire was exceedingly well served for some hours. 
The carcasses several times act fire to the fastdnes, but 
the enemy as frequently extinguished it. At first their 
batteries returned our fire spaiingly ; but receivii^ a 
reinforcement of artillery-men from the c»mp, the can- 
nonade became warm on both sides. Our lower bat- 
teries ceased in the evening. The next d;iy the Gover- 
nor renewed his endeavours lo burn these norks. The 
carcasses were equally successful as the preceding day, 
but their guards and workmen soon eitingiusbed the 
fire. The Spanish lines returned the cannonade with 
great vivacity, having in the twentj.four hours Ahf- 
I'harged one thousand and forty-five shot, and eighty- 
three shells : our batteries diminished their fire about 
four in the afternoon. The carcasses used by the ar- 
tillery on this Ofcasion were made of the enemy's bliiid 
shells, in which were perforated three large holes, and 
the cavity filled with composition. They were found 
to answer extremely well ; some of them burning fresn 
a. quarter of an hour after the enemy had smothered 
tbem with sand, wMcb was the made ihey adopted to 
put them out. 

We observed, on the 27th, four large piles of &snnes 
at the eastern extremity of the parallel. We were not 
at all at a loss to guess thor meaning in pladng these 
fascines lo the eastward ; as it was evident, that tbcy 
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wished to draw o£F our attentioa as much as piM^ble 
from the St Carloa'a battery. The manoeuvre did 
not however answer. The following evening, about 
tau o'clock, arrived the two entters which had been 
pursued bj the enemj'a cruisers to the eastward ; the 
largest of them, called the Viper, was of four hundred 
and aiitj tons burthen, mounted twentj-eight guns, and 
was esteemed the largest vessel of her kind ever hmlt j 
the odier was the lively, of fonrt«en g^uns ; both laden 
with ordnance-stores. They informed us that the 
evauing of the day they were chased through to the 
east, several of the gun-boats got np and engaged them, 
but were soon beaten off : at length the wind freshen- 
ing, the boats were left astern. The breeze, they said, 
inoreased to a brisk gale, which, as the gun-boats were 
some let^ues from land, might greatly lUstress them- 
This coiyecture appeared confirmed, by none of them 
being observed to have returned to the Bay. Tha 
night of the 26th, the enemy took down half of the old 
tower, or windmill, which tboy probably thought was 
too consjHcuous an object of direction for our artillra^ 
in the night : they added abo considerably to the St. 
Carlos's battery, and made some alterations in the 
Caiti^ redoubt, which they palisaded in the rear, and 
within it hung a barrier-gate. The same night, arriv. 
ed (he Dartmouth Tartar cutter with stores, Tho 
night of the 30th, our opponents were observed very 
busy to the eastward of the Centre redonbt. We in- 
stantly opened upon them, and drove them from the 
[daoe- At day-break we found they had traced out a 
work of five udes, with a large opening in the rear, and 
erected before it a screen similar to ours at Willia'a. 
but so iiyadidouBly placed, that the workmen Iiebind 
w«^ not at all conceded from oiu- upper batteries. 
This work was neva' carried on ; and the screen some 
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timo afterward* wm knocked down, and removed. Our 
enghmrs, of vrhcm little fau be«D mentiDned, for aotae 
tiioe were indefatigable in repairii^ the f^linter proofs, 
Dugazioei, trarerBes, and commmucadons, along' tlie 
north front, which were damaged b; the enemy's fire : 
the King's, Queen's, and Prince's lines, had Hkewiee a 
diare in tbair attention. Partiea w^e also engaged in 
securing and repairing the duletom traTenes, formed 
of timber and land-baga ia flroot of the doors, windows, 
&c. of the powder-nagftdDes near the New mole ; and 
deposits of fasdnes, sand, and oth«r materials, w^o 
DoUected in different puis of the Ganiaon. 

In the heginniiig «f Fdamarj, great nmnbvs of 
mules ceotianed bringimg Asoines, Sie. to the enem^'t 
liiira; andbj thenni^ar ofgahionsmiswiglromthMr 
fWine-parlt, it was thought thej had concealed tbem 
in different parts of the approaches for new works. 
Hie St. Carios'B batter; appeared nearly completed : 
il conNsted of an epaulement with two shoulders ; five 
dodf^ng traverses were erected in the rear, and behind 
titem two larger ones for m^adnes : the latter, how- 
ever, were not of the same fcna as those erected before. 
A gate was also hung at the opening of the fifth branch, 
and the p Jnces (Tonnef, on each flank of the batter;, 
tanned finished. Part of the parallel joining the fifth 
braocfa, in extent about fortj jords, was likewise lined 
witb fascines, and repaired. &i tiiis state were thnr 
*orki near the tower, when, on die night of the 2d, 
thej restored the western part of die St. Martin's bat- 
tery, m^ng only five embrasnres to open npoa the 
Town and Waterport. Our firing was pretty smart at 
this period : but Aeir artillery did not eiceed a hun- 
dred, or a hundred and fifty rounds in the twenty-four 

In thb tedious and uninteresting manner affuri pro- 
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seeded ; ererj night the beuegers maldng some triflii^ 
addition to their advanced works. The sAemoon of 
the 7th, one of their shells set fire ta a migazine-box 
on the Qaeen't batta? (Willis's), ia which were a few 
loadedsmfdlsheUsandcartridges. These instantly blew 
up, and fired an adjoining gun, hut did not the smallest 
tiyur; to the offioers, or an; of the gnard, though th« 
former were close to it when the acddent happened. 
On hearing the explouon, the enemj immediatelj in- 
creased their lire, and continued it the remainder of 
the evening. The enemy added, on the mght of the 
loth, another embrasnre to the new battery ; and two 
nights following, they prolonged the parallel abont 
ilwty yards to the eastward. Vast quantities of mate-' 
rials were at this time scattered in rarious parts of thor 

The aAemooB of the ISth, some practice was made 
from a gna mounted npoa a new-conducted depressing 
carriage, the invenUon of Lient. Koehler, of the Royal 
artilleij, which was highly approred of by the Gover- 
nor and other officers present. The gun was fixed in 
abed of timber, the under side of which was a plane 
parallel to the axis of the piece ; from this bed, imme- 
diately under the centre of gravity, projected a spindle 
eight inches in diameter. This spindle passed through 
a groove formed for its reception in a plank, the iq>per 
side of which was also a plane : upon this under [neoe 
the bed and gun recoiled, brang attached to it by a kej 
passing through the spindle. The bed and gtm 1^ 
these means were at liberty to move round upon the 
axis of the spindle, and when fired, slidad upon the 
under plank in the line directed by the groove. The 
under [uece was then connected, by a strong hinge in 
front, to two cheeks of a common garrison-carriage, 
cut down to be little h^her than the trucks. The gas 
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could be laid to any degree of deja'esnon under twent; 
degrees, b; a oommon qnoin resting upon the cbaeka of 
the carriage ; but when greater depression was neces. 
tarj, two upright timben, with indented ateps, were 
fixed to the cheeks ; hy which, with the assistance of a 
moveable plank, to slide in upon the steps, and a quoin, 
the back part of the plank, upon which the gun glided, 
WIS elevated at pleasure I^ iron pins in the uprights ; 
and the gnn d^iressed to any angle abore twen^ and 
under sevent; degren. 

Many advantages, besides that of immediate depres- 
Don, rMolted to the artillery from this invention. The 
csrriage, nhen the gon was depressed, seldom moved ; 
the gnn slidii^ upon the plank to wliich it was attached 
by the sinndle, and retnming to its former place with 
the most trifling assistance. When the shot was dis- 
charged, and the bed with the gun had recoiled to the 
extremity of the groove ( the matross, by turning 
round the gun to lie horizontally across the carriage 
(which was done with the greatest facility), was also 
enabled to load under cover of the mm'lon, unexposed 
to the enemy's tire, and avoided the difficulty of ram- 
ming the shot upwards. It equally allowed the gnn to 
be fired at point blank : and (by tomiiig the mnzsle to 
the back [nrt of the carriage) at every elevation, (o 
forty-five degrees, but in that state did not particularly 
excel. As to the accuracy of the depreainng shot, no 
farther proof need be adduced, than that, out of thirty 
rouads, twen^-eight shot took place in one travwse in 
the St. Carlos's ^ttery, at the distance of near one 
thousand four hundred yards. 

A polacre had arrived on the 15th ; and on the 17th, 
came in the Flyii^-fish catter, with ordnance stores : 
the latter was opposed, and engaged in the Bay by a 
frigate, a lebeque, aad three gun-boat: ; but got in by 
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parsevemtee, and ■npericr MB, irithoat * angle man 
killed or wounded. At ni^t, a parlT of the enemj 
wu duMTered at the CMtameztremitjcifthepuiIld; 
■nd a briik fire was immediatel; pointed to the BpaL 
At daj-breab we remarked th^ had traced ont with 
bacines a work (of five ndec, leaTing the gorge open), 
at the west retORi from the paralleL It appeared tobe 
for Miother redoubt Aboat the moming gtm-fire, a 
brig waa bailed firom Enropa, and anawered from Ccrk, 
finding she was a fiiend, the Cc^itain wax directed to 
anchw at die Mole ; bat imaginiDg the shipa, as before 
the war, remained at Waterport, he passed our pramet, 
and did not discover his error till he had gone too ftr 
to return : he was consequently cJiliged to pot about, 
and the vessel gronnded at the back of the Old mole. 
When the enemj observed her in the morning, the 
Black battery, and Fort St, Philip, directed a smart 
fire npon her ; but, though it was continued the whole 
daj, not a shot struck the hull. Captain CnriiB 
brought awaj the crew, and at night went with several 
boats, and out aw^ her maets: part of her cargo was al- 
so removed; botthegreater portion of it was damaged 
bj the Bea-water. In the evening, Waterport gnaid 
was reinforced with a }ncket. 

The encraif, on the night of the 18th, added five 
embrasares to the gun-bstterj, and left a space, seem- 
inglj for two others. This addition made it appear as 
if the; intended the whole for one battery, which before 
was lUvided into two. Great qnanttties of materials 
were dispersed in various parts of thnr worlts, and 
brush wood continned to be brought into tiieir camp 
from the oountrj. The succeeding night the; .greeted 
an epaulement of thirty-nine casks long, faced with 
fltscines, wititki the hexagon figure, at the extremi^ of 
thepwalld. The front work was also raised, and ft 
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dllch, eitentSi^ Along the front of the parallel to the 
«ut flank of the 9t. Cu-los's, hned with &ecines. The; 
worked also on the pUtfomu of the new battery. The 
morning of the Wth, ten gnn-boats returned to Alga- 
■iras from the east : the; were supposed to be the ume 
which had diaied the ^per and Livetf entten. In. 
teDigenee from Portugal mentioned, that several of 
tibem had beat loat in tiie gale which sprang xip tiie 
Mm* evening: we were rather ^s^tpointed therefore to 
Me so manj return. In the erening the Viper, lArAj, 
and Dartmonth — Tartar cntters, suled for England. 
Ahout tiie time of tiieir departure, a traTeraa in the 
St. Carlos'a was set on fire by onr artillery which pro- 
duced a smwt cannonade for some honrs. The snc- 
oeeding day enotiier trsrerie was set on fire, and barnt 
for some dme. The enemy always behaved with great 
sprit on these oocasiona. The night of the Slst they 
eompleted their Gun-battery, which now presented to 
ju thirteen embrasures : they likewise repured the 
damage dona by the fire. 

About noon on the 23d, sereral rignala were mads 
at Cabrita Point, wUoh Inwiglit out a frigate and a 
xel>eque from Algexiras. Soon after, we observed a 
vessel standing into the Bay with a flowing rail. The 
xebeque passed her astern : tiut the fKgate bore down, 
and ^tpeared as if she intended to board. He vessel, 
however, in coming abreast, threw in so well-directed 
a broadside, that the Spaniard was greatly confused, 
and fell astern. The frigate afterwards wore, and re- 
turned the salnte ; but the vessd was at such a dis- 
tanoe, that no damage wbb received. On her anival 
at the New mole, to our surprise we found her to be 
the Mercury ordnanae-Bbip, which had left the Bay in 
January, and, as we imagined, was bound to Ei^land. 
Several iohabitanti, supposing the same, had taken 
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tboT paBBAge on boftrd her for England ; anil nerer 
disoovered their mutake, till, to their great mortifi- 
cation, thej foond, on theb entrance into the Stnuti, 
tlie unplesMnt shorda of Sp^n and Barbarj, instead of 
the exhilarating ooaet of Britain. Captain Heingtoo, 
who commanded her, on leavii^ the Oarrison, had 
■eoret orders to put iDto Lisbon, where he wa« to take 
in a cargo of vaHoos articles, and retiim ; which orders 
he bad directions not to divu^e to anj person, lest the 
enemy bj their emissaries should get intbrmadon of the 
plan, and waj-laj him in his return. He accordinglj 
pot into LdsboQ, and look in his cai^ of wins and Iruit. 
When every thing was completed, he pretended some 
further business would still dela; him, and pressed the 
paueDgers to embrace the opportuinity of the packet, 
and sail £i>r England. They however approved of their 
aocommodation too well to remove ; and Captian Hetng- 
toQ was reluctant!; obliged to bring them back to the 
Garrison. The Governor did not suffer this gallant 
conduct of Captun Heington to pass unrewarded, but 
generously presented him with a handsome AtMcevr, 
and strongly recommended him to the A dmiralty for 
promotion ; which accordingly socoeeded. On the after- 
noon in which the Mercury arrived, the enemy flred a 
gnad/eu-de-joie iu camp, commencing with a salute 
from the hnes. They repeated the fire a fourth time ; 
which le^ us to imagine they had gained some advui. 
tage at Minorca ; and we afterwards found that our ap- 
prehensions bad been too weU founded. 

The entmj's ships in the Bay were rdnforced on the 
24th and 2dUi with a frigate, four or five xebeijues, and 
leveral armed settees ; part of which probably had been 
employed to block up the port of Mahon. The morn- 
ing of the 25th, arrived the St. Ann, ordnance-ship, 
with a suf^ly of powder, and two gun-boats, on a new 
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coitatruction, m frsmtH. We were mfornied hy her, 
that the Vernon atore-ehip, under convoy of a frigate, 
nas on her pasaaga for Gibraltar, with ten other gnn- 
boatfl OD board. The foUowii^ monuug we observed 
the enemj had entirelj new-fa.ced the ea«tern epaole- 
inent, and raited it to the height of eight faadnes. Thej 
also worked on the magazine of the St. Martin's bat- 
ter;, and ddtottched from the centre of the parallel^ 
thntwing np a trifling line, extending taw«rd« the louth- 
west. The 27th, four rows, of ten tents each, were 
j^ichediutherearofthe CataloniukCAmp. Weioutgin- 
ed the; were occupied bj the arliller; cadets. At night 
the enemy added eercral traTene* to Aeir thirteen-g^ 
battery. Beudes the arrivals already noted, three other 
vessels and several boat* cune in, in the courae of the 
month. 

The 1st of Much a fli^; of truce went to the enemy, 
in answer to one from them some days before. The 
Spaabb officer who received the packet, informed u», 
that Fort St. Philip, in Minorot, had surrendered on 
the 5tb of February. The succeeding day, a careass 
set fire to the the thirteen-^un battery, which contiuued 
blazing for two hours. On their attempting to extin* 
guiah the fire, we plied them so briskly, that several 
were killed, and most of them drivoi fh>m the work) 
bat Ih^ usual gallantry at last prevailed. At night 
they ruaed a, place dttnaa at the western extremity of 
the tlurteen-gun battery. These defenuve works de- 
monstrated that they were determined to provide as 
much as possible against another sortie. The follow- 
ing night they repiured the damage done by the fire. 
The carpenters of the navy, on the 4tb, lud the keel 
of one of the new gun-boats. The 6th, sii rows of 
tenta, ten in each row, were pitched in the rear of the 
second line of the enemy's camp, near the horse-bar- 
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nok. A large ftj wm also emplojed in maMa; a 
road frmn the beach to the barraok ; and others were 
engaged in laoding shellt, and different ordoanec. 
TbeK, with odm appearaneve, beapoke a determined 
rtaolnliaD ta proMcnta the uege. Our Ooremor, <m 
tibe other han^ with nuwearied attention employed tba 
OurieoD in repairing, and pnttjng in the beet order of 
deftme the nppw batteriu, and other worka, wUdi 
had nffered from the continned bontbardnent of die 
enemj. The bridge, in the ditch at Laadport, w»» 
likefrite pulled down t and other alteratioiis took place 
in that quarter. The enemj, on the 8di, r^s»l one 
Emm of d)e Gsitem redoubt, aerery fascinefl ia height : 
and frran the noUe beard the preoeding night, we ima- 
gined thef aUo finiihed platforms in th^ batteries. 
The da; following, Lieutenant Cappage, of the Royal 
Artfflery, waa dangerourij wounded on iha Rojal bat- 
tery, from a splbiter of a naall shell, which bnrst im- 
me^atoty ^ter being diaoharged ttma the Hock-gtm. 
This was the second accident of the eame nature. The 
) 1th, a frigate and xebeque paased to the west, with rix 
ti^sEul veeaels ; sapposedtobepartcfthelate NBnorcft 
garrison. 1^0 n^ht of the 18th, the enem^ traced ont 
a work within the western plaee iarmtt of the St. 
Carioa's battery ; apparently with an intention of ex- 
tending tite epanlement. liie firing on both udes was 
now conmderably increased : that from the enemy 
amomited on an averageto abont three hundred rottods 
in the twenty-four hourt. 

Two operations of the besiegers st91 continued ted!- 
oas. On the 10th they palliaaded the gorge of the 
Centre redoubt ; and on the 18tb began to pitch a new 
camp, near the Grand magazine, on the beach. At 
night fhej ereuted flie epaolement of St Paschal'a 
mortar-battery and raised three traromes in the rear. 
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Ueut. Wlute, of the Mlh, was slightljr woanded on 
tbe 16th. Oa ibe night of the 20th, the St. PucbAl'a 
bktteiy was ruied three faaoiaes. At nif^t the wind 
blew BO strong- a gale, that the new windmill, on Wind- 
mill-hill, took fire from the violenea of the Motion, and 
wu burnt to the ground. The 33d, the mem; nude 
Bome trifling additions, and fixed a barrier-gate at the 
eztremit; of the fourth branch of apfmMob. The snb- 
sequent evening, a little before midnight, we were grati- 
fied with the aaie arrival of the Vernon sbM^^hip, boiviiig 
on board the remaining ten gua4>oat8, and other mate- 
riab for the GarriMD. Some hotov aAo*, the Cerber- 
us and Apollo frigates, Captuns Maim and Hamilton, 
with foor traniports, havii^ the 97th regiment on 
board, anchored under onr gum. 

The Vemon'a arrival maj be coniidered aa trul; for- 
tunate, dnce no lets than thirty Spanish men of war, of 
different force were out pnrposelj to intercept her and 
the Success fixate, Ci^tain Pole, bee convo;. Some 
le^pies to the weatward of tha Straits, the; fell in with 
a fartj-gun frigate, which had left our (blockade) ita- 
tion, and was one of the above mentioned cruisers. A 
warm action couseqoenti; commenced i but the Span- 
iard, finding the Vernon well aimed, and that she boldl; 
bore down to snpport the Snccess, afW an eogagemeot 
of several glaaees, in which the VerntHi had a ooaaider. 
able share, tiiooght proper to submit. On board the 
prine were found papers desoribiiig the Vernon, to the 
most minute part of her rigging ; at the aame time 
mentioning the 'offioera names who were passengers 
and ever; particular article of her cargo : and from 
the priaoners we learned the number nt MfM which 
were cmiiing to intenqit her. Cs^tain Pole after- 
wards burned the Santa Catalina, and acfuratad from 
the Vernon on the appearance of the Cerberus, with her 
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convo<r, whioh he miWoot for tha Mieni;*« eruisen. 
The Vernon therefore proceeded slone for the 0«pri- 
lon, and at the eatrance of the Straits, in the evenin;^, 
fell in with, and indeed was surrounded by, the enp- 
mj'B ships ; but h»iipi\j the sky propnosticatini? a rough 
night, and the tacking at Oie saifie time they did ; thpjr, 
aapponng her to be a friend, stood in for the hiph land ; 
and at dask die altered her course, and was soon safe 
in her destined port. Lieat. Col. Oledstanes, of the 
72d regiment, and otber officers, came tn her as pas- 
sengers, with recnut* for the different regiments in the 
Garrison. The nert day, the 97th regiment, com- 
manded by Col. Stanton, disembarfaed seven hmidred 
eomplete, and were immediately quartered in Scnd-hitl 
and Roda bsrracka. This regiment soon after became 
very dckly ; tmd though they were attended to with 
the greatest care by the Governor and officers, in a few 
months many of them died ; and the rest were of little 
assiiitance to the Garrison befbre September. 

The enemy, on die night of the 24th, were disco- 
Tered, from Willis's, at work in the front of the epaa- 
lement, at the eastern extremity of the parallel ; a few 
rounds of grape, however, qmckly drove (hem under 
cover. They made several attempts to proceed, but 
were as conalantl; obliged to retire. The succeeding 
morning, we observed they had employed parties in 
other parts of their works. The communication to the 
Centre redoubt was rsised ; many traverses were erect-' 
ed behind the fourth approach, and a considerable 
quantity of fascines and other materials brought down 
to their worts. In the forenoon of the 25th, (he Spa- 
nish officers belonging to the Santa Catalina, who' were 
broi^ht to the Garrison in the Vernon, were sent by a 
flag of truce into Spain on their parole. In the course 
of the day, a shot came flironeh one of thec^>ped em- 
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branir«8 on Princws Amelk'a bktter? (Willb's), took 
off Ifae legs of two men bslonging to tiie 7i>d*iMl 'J9i 
regiments, one leg of a sddiaTof theTM, KftdwiMiBdwl 
another nun in both legs : diiut fbnr men iiw) mm* 
l^B taken off, aad wounded bj one ihot. The boy 
wbo was tunallj stationed on ibe workt where k Urge 
party wat empli^ed, to inform liie nun »he* the eD»- 
nj^B fire wai direoted to that place, had beat'r^rov. 
Ing dkem for their carelessness in not attending to him I 
and hadjost tamed hit head toward fte enemy, trluQ 
be observed this shot, and instantly called tor titem to 
take care ; lus cantion was howerar too iate | th« shot 
entered the embrasure, and bad the abote^'ecited fatal 
effiset It is somewhat singular, that this boy should 
be possessed of such miooouncni quickness of sight, as 
to see the enemy's ^ot almost inunediatdy after they 
qmtted the gmu. He was not howerer, tihe only one 
in the Gsrrison possesdng this qualification ; ano&er 
boy, of about the same age, was as eelebrated, if not 
his superior. Both of them b^onged to the Artifloer 
company, and were oonstantly plaosd chi some part of 
the works, to obacrva the eo«ny's fire ; their nanu* 
were Kdiardson and Brand ; the ftirmer was touted 
to hare fbe beet eye. 

The night of the 3Ath, Ae enemy extended their pa- 
rallel in a continued diractiiKi with Hie old work aboot 
one hundred yards, with tstda and ftsdnei, Iwnked up 
with sand In front. The suceeading erening, we perceiv- 
ed several guns in t^e St. Hortia's batt^, and it was 
(maginsd tliat ordnance were brought fin^ward for the 
other batteries. The night of the 2Bth they began 
merions for six embrasnrss in the eastern redoubt, twt 
in eadi face opemng on the Devil's tower, Lisee, and 
Old roole : they also lengthened tha parallel, and 
strengthened that part which was raised the precediog 
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■ugbt. The 28tfa, the; scftled uveri^ gant and mor- 
tars in the adranced battoies ; and the followiBg daj, 
we conoiaded, the; moanted all their ordnance, as tbdr 
working p«rtie« gare a general hozxs, and then with- 
drew iW the daj. 

Onr oppoDCirts at this time scarcelj expended more 
than two hundred reoods in the twentj-four hours i 
bnt'we.fTeqnentl]' Mdoted them with double that aan- 
ber in tlut period. The night of the 28th and 2Mb, 
flie enemj lined with fucines the prolongation of the 
parallel, and-^ected fire trarenei in the Eutem re- 
doubt. Tbrar batteries near the tower now speared 
to be completed ; the fourth month bei:^ just expired 
unce thc^ had been destroyed. The Slsl, b^Dg a 
grand featiral, oar batteries were double-manned, ex- 
. pecting the l>en^^rg would open their advanced batte- 
ries ; bnt not firaig, the reinforcement was rentauded 
at noon. In the eTening, aboat six o'clooi:, a shell set 
fire to Ihe flank of the Eastern redoubt, and, the flame 
being usisted with a brisk discharge, bwnt rapidlj for 
some hotn^ ; at last, howerer, the enemy extinguished 
it. The succeeding nomiiig, we perceived that thej 
had coTfflvd with Sand the part which had taken fire, 
and a number of fasdnes were lying in great confusion 
about the work. The same m^t, a boat came in irom 
Portugal with sheep, ravages, lemons, and fowls : two 
others also arrived in tjie coarse of the month. . 

On the evening of the 1st of April, a soldier of the 
SOtb regiment dsaerfed from Landport ; several hun- 
dred rounds of musketry and grape were discharged 
M him, some of wliich it is imagined took place, as he 
droppedJDSt before he got to-the-St. Carloa's battery, 
and was carried into the work by seven of the guard. 
At dusk, a voluntaer of Arragoa eame over to us ; he 
broi^t his arms and some necessaries, which, with 
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other circumstjutces, occasioned a siupioion of his being 
ft spy. He reported that the enemy had suffered con. 
siderably in restoring their batteries ; upwards of foi^r 
hundred being killed, and nearly as muiy more wound- 
ed. The eaetero redoubt, he informed us, was called 
the Mahon battery. The enemy, on the 2d, began to 
pitch tents in rear of the Walloon guard*. They were 
afterwards increased to nx double rows, capable of 
quartering a battalion of infuitry. 

As grates for hestii^ shot were distributed on the 
different northern batteries in the be^nning of this 
month, we im:^ned the Governor intended applying 
red-hot shot agwnat the enemy's works, which appeared 
now complete. We were howecer disappointed ; they 
were stiU reserred as a boane bouche, for the cloung of 
the scene. 

The night of die 5th, the enemy erected, at the ei- 
tr^nity of the parallel, a j>lace ^arma, of four sides, 
one of which was the parallel lengthened, the other 
three extending in obtuse angles to the rear. The 6th, 
Colonel Stanton was appointed a Brigadier-general ; 
and Capt Blanckley, of the 97th regiment, his Brigade- 
major. The Bth, we perceived some tents pitched upon 
the plun beneath the ruins of Carteia : and the follow. 
ing da; this camp was increased with five double rows 
of tents : a regiment in white took possession in the 
evening. The 9th, a regiment in blue marched into 
the new camp, pitched the 2d of this month. The 
same day all the carpenters of the regiments in garrison 
(those of the 9Tth regiment excepted^ were ordered, 
n-ith an hundred additional real-men, into the King's 
works. At night the enemy made some alterations 
near St. Pascbal's battery, and strengthened the place 
iarme* at the extremity of the parallel. The lOfh, 
Lieut. Wetham, of die 12th regiment, was killed by a 
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■plinter of • shell, to&rching at (be head of the spoT' 
guard np the ramp, ttom Landport Steh. His BMrant 
abo lost his ami, and tha drnmtner had hi* drum 
broken to i«ecM : but the rert of the guard escaped. 
The death of this JoiinE; officer wa< mnch rqretted ; 
and it seemed particularly nnfortnnate, as the enemy 
odI; fired that fatal shell, and one shot, in the earlier 
part of the day. 

A Faro boat anifed on the 11th fh)ni Fortngal 
with dispatches for tha Goremor. A prirata lett^ 
sent from Lisbon by thia boat, mentioned, that great 
prt^aratioDsweremaldngat Cadix,aiidinthe MedHer- 
rsnean ports, for a most Tigoroni attack on GKbraHar ; 
and that the Duke de Crillan, who had lately taken St. 
Philip's, nas to oonunond with twenty thonswid Frend) 
and Spanish troops, in addition to what were at preaent 
before the Oarrison ; wifli Moniiear D' Arcon, a French 
engineer of great en^neuce aad aUMea ; and Adnural 
Don Bouaventnra Moreno, with ten sail of the line, 
berides fluating-batteTies, gun and mortar boats, &c. 
tec. The troth of tins intelligence we little doubted, 
as many circnmstancn now occnrred daily that serred 
to con&Tn it. The enemy's cannonade, in tike comta 
of the 12th, was ungular indeed : from six in the morn- 
ing to sun-set, they fired every two or three minntea ■ 
ni^e gun or mortar ; and b^g the mmivertary of 
thdr bombardment, it appeared still more extraordi- 
nary. Some jocular persons in tiie Garrison remark- 
ed, that perhaps they were commemorating the d^ 
with feating and prayer, and by th^ mimttt-guai ez- 
preanng thdr sorrow, that so many thausand barrels of 
powder, and rounds of ammunition, shoold have bew 
expended to so little purpose. Their firing ttmn Om 
12th gradually decreased, for about a week ; wbui, 
for a fbw nights, tfaey fired brisker than usual. It 
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afterwards diminiBhed to about a hundred rounds on 
tua Bveraige in the twenty-four hours, and scsrce exceed- 
ed th&t number daring the remainder of the month. 
Thar &8cine-p*rties continued to be activelj emptojed 
preparing materials in their pariu ; and long strings of 
raulea were constantl; removing them to the Lines and 
advanced batteries. Throi^hout their camp new life 
seemed t« be infused into the troops : instead of that 
inactive languor which had so long previuled in all their 
operations, every person now appeared in motion. 

The morning of the 16th, we remarked that the ene- 
my had repured the eastern part of the Mahon battery 
burnt down the latter end of the preceding month. 
Some other trifling additions were also made to this 
wilrk. The 20th, arrived the Antigallican ordoanee- 
ship from England. The nights of the Slat and 22d, 
die ennny's parties added some further repairs to the 
Hahon battery ; they also raised a small wcrk near the 
tower, and erected leveral traverses in various parts of 
the parallel. The 24th, one of our new gun-boats, 
which had been launched on the 18th, was tried with 
an eighteen-pounder on board ; and the practice met 
with the approbation of the Governor and Officers of 
the Navy. As a person was sent oat in the Vernon to 
■nperintend th^ construction, the keels of several 
odier boats after his arrival were immediately laid on 
the stocks ; and the carpenters, being now acquainted 
with the marks, proceeded with confidence and eipe- 
ditioa : fonr or five more therefore were in great for- 
wardness. We observed, about this time, numbers of 
boats pasung and repassing between Algeriras and 
Point Mala, and two ships in the river Palmones, which 
we imagined were fittii^ out as fire-ships : precautions 
were therefore taken to render them ineffectual, in case 
they resolved on aTwther attempt to burn our frigates. 
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The 25th, a little before day-JiraBb, a dteeHcr caaie in 
from the enemj : h« waa a lutire «f Amgob, and com- 
rkde to the last : he conftnaed onr infontiatkin from 
Lisbon, reapecting the intended attftcli, tatiet the eou- 
mandof the Dokede Crilloni adding, that tbe<r had 
resolved to mike the prhtcipsl attack b; sea : for triiicfa 
pnrpoM large stup« vn« to ti« fitted up with cork, SeO. 
The Dew camp, near RocadiUo p<»itt, be ttiA, wag oc- 
cupied hy the regiment of Cordova iufttntry, lately ar- 
rived from Ceuta. 

Thoi^ their camp had been contiderably reinftweed 
within the preceding ux weeks, yet we oould not ob- 
serve that they had made any luldition to their guards, 
which continued to be about the «ame number as men- 
tioned some months before. The 28th, they rused the 
merlons of the Mahon battery with sand-bage. In the 
conrse of tbe day, they bui^ht down two gnus frmt 
their artillery-park to Fort Tonara, whither they bad 
carried four the preceding day. The 30tb, theyb^pa 
laying pl&tforma in the Mahon battery : on ^ same 
day "Hi launched our second gun-boat. Sereo more 
were on the stochE. 

In the begini^ng of May, the enemy repaired tho 
west branch of the St, Carlos's, which fell dotm Borne 
time before, and made some alterations in the Black 
battery. Several hundred mules came likewise with 
clay to tbe lines. From aeven in the ev^ng Of Uie 4th, 
to the same boor the aueceoding afternoon, both the 
Garrison and the enemy were silent. This was the first 
bDenty-four hoitrg in which there had been no Sring tat 
the space of nearly thuiieem KONToa. 

The evening of tiie 7th, the Cerberus and Apollo fri- 
gates, with ftiur transports and four ordnanoe-shipe, 
afljled for England. The succeeding morning we ob- 
served that three of the transports were captured, and " 
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in compu; with the enemy's cmben irere then tam- 
ing to wiodwanl. la the ^tenioon of the 9th, a line- 
of-battle ship, with teren iarge ve»ela and a few pok- 
cFM uid tartsiu, arrived in the Baj from the west, and 
anchored at Algeiim. At duak, the large vessela, which 
appeared to be the old men of wu-, or galleoiu, hauled 
elofe in shore. The Oovernor, at night, ordered a 
picket to reinforce Waterport guard. The enemj stjil 
eoDtinittd discharging about a hundred roonds every 
tirm^-fbur hoivi ; «nd their parties a» well as ours 
w«re eniploj«i] in niakii^ trifling additions and repMTS. 
like arrivri of the above-mentioned shipping at Alge- 
unu, occa^fHied varioos conjectoret : from man; at- 
cumatanoes, we had reason to imagine thej were intend' 
ed for the attack bj sea, which was meditating agunst 
the Garrison. The Governor and Chief Engineer's 
attention comequeally beomne engaged towards the sea- 
line : the beach behind the Old Mole was fortified with 
a row of doping p^iaades ; Waterport gateway was 
well baTTi<?aded, and a ehevanx-de'fivB ordered to be 
got readj to place at the foot of Landport ghuis : the 
ramp in the ^(^ was likewise removed ; and those bat- 
teries on the sea-line, whioh thej conceived might pro- 
bablj be opposed to the enemj's attack, were inspected, 
and put in the best order of defence. 

The enemy, about the 12th, removed, and made a 
new arrangement of Aeir ordimnce in the forts and bat- 
teries along the coasts : we supposed they were obang- 
ing them for others of a larger calibre, l^e 14th, 
several of tbe large ships at Algeuras strack their jards 
and top-BUMa, and a great nomber of men tqipeared on 
boai4 them { whkA movements left ns no longw to 
doubt, that ihey were intended to be fitted up as FbOAT- 
iNo BATfESixa for the grand attack : this ofdnion was 
RKifirmed in the afternoon, by their banning to cut 
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down the poopa of two of them. The suboeqarait d^, 
three etore-shipS, the Queen Charlotte, Leonora, and 
Charles, arrived from England, with powd^, shell*, 
bedding, and timber. Three |fun-boats, on their apfatr- 
ance in the Gut, went fram the Point to speak them ; 
but the ships hoisting French colours, and standing for 
Algeziras, the boats were deceived, and returned : the 
false colom-s were soon after struck, and British dis- 
played i and thej arrived without oppowtion. The new 
gun-boats which were launched, were, on this occasion, 
of particular serrice ; and before night, ni 
dred barrels of powder were secured in oo 
The enemy, on the 17th, opened thirteen large port- 
holes in the larboard side of one of the ships at Alg»- 
liras, and seven in another. 

Th^ operations now in the advanced works almost 
totall; ceased ; their whole attention seemed occupied 
bj the ahipa at Algeiiras, and bj arrangements in thdr 
camp. Cannon and varietj of militarj stores were land- 
ed bcjond Point Mala, and a strong part; was employed 
b erecting a large building near the landing-place, 
which we coiyectured was for an hospital. The firing 
on both Ndes varied as circumstances directed. Three 
men of the 58th regiment were misdng on the 19th ; 
and a par^ being immediately sent in quest of them, 
their bodies were found dashed to pieces behind the 
rock ; the rope bj which the; were to have descended 
being many jsrda too sJwrl. The enemj were very 
active abont their ships ; eleven port-holes were opened 
in the side of a third i and on the 31st, thej began to 
strengthen th^ larboard sides with some mat^ials 
which appeared like junk. The elasticity and resistance 
of this article rendered it very elipble for ttie purpose. 
On the land Nde they continued collecting brush- wood 
from all parts of the country, and had strong parties at 
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work, toakhig faieioei. At the landJng-pUce, stores 
of era^ spedea wore d^7 disembarked. On tlie other 
hud, the OarrisoD, with unwearied aaddnity, made 
Tarioui ditpoaitioiu to repel their attack. The tlaping 
palis&dei at Waterport bjr tidi tlmp were finished, and 
the gAtewa; barricaded, excepting a imall passage for 
the wicket. To this post the Governor Beemed par- 
lical&rly to attend. The inteotlons of the eneiii]' were 
no longer niTsterioiit : every preparation was therefore 
made to ^ve them a warm reception : an additionslnum- 
ber of grates for heating shot, were made and distribut- 
ed ^Dg the Line-wall ; and the Navy lowered their 
yards and top-ma«t«, to be in readinera to act on shore 
at a moment's notice. 

A pWATcaK lebeqae arrived on the 2Sth from Leg. 
horn, with a Corucan offlcer and twelve privates, who 
rame to offer their services as volnnteers during the 
approacldng attack ; whieh the Governor accepted, and 
ordered fliem to be entertained bj different regiments 
till the others arrived, who, the; Informed us, were on 
tbtur passage. In the evei^g, a large bnildiug, to the 
east of the Catalonian camp, took fire, and was totallj 
consumed : it bad formerly been a barrack, but was 
now, as the deserters informed ns, a granary for forage 
and corn. We numbered at this thne upwards of a 
htmdred piecas of oaunon in the artillery-park of tiie 
enemy. The !Utth, the en^neers began to mine a gal- 
lery from a place above Farringdon's battery (Willis's), 
to GOnununicate throi^b the rock to a notch or projec- 
tion of the rock, below Green's Lodge, in which the 
Qoremmr proposed to make a battery. The 26th, 
another vessel arrived from Algiers, and brought letters, 
acquainting us that it was nniversally believed in 
Spain, tliat the Garrison, from the magnitude of the 
preparations for the attack, inevitably must be taken 
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before the end of July. The some daj ihaat noon, » 
large fleet i^peared irom the east, upwarda of a hun- 
dred aail of which we ohBerred in the eTeoiag enter 
the Bay, and anchor between the river Pahnones and 
Algeziraa. The racceeding moraiag we were en- 
abled t« make our observations on them : three were 
large and armed, one of them with a fl^ at hw mizen ; 
the reat were ships with troops OQ board, and naall 
polacrej and settees, snppoaed from their ^pearance to 
be laden with stores. In the course of the 27th, 28th, 
and 2Stb, tbej landed, it was imi^iiined, about twelve 
battalions ; which, calculating at about seven bandred 
and fijl; to each battalion, amounted to about niaa 
thottsand men, if the foments were complete. As the 
troops disembarked, they encamped in the rear of the 
second hne, eiteuding towards the horBa-barrack now 
called Buetia- Viita, which, we understood firom the last 
deseiters, had been fitted up for the Commander in 
Chiefs quartitrs: others of them occupied the ground 
on the left of the first Ibe, and on the right of the Cata- 
lonians, in an obtuse direction up the hill towards the 
Queen of Spain's Chair. Lm^ parties were detached 
to land the militocj stores. 

A flag of truce came from the enemy on the 28th, 
with a letter from Mr Anderson, a merchant who had 
left the Garrison some days before, and had been taken 
on his passage to Faro. Before the purport of the fl:^ 
was known, the Governor, speaking to the officers near 
him, said" he supposed the Duke was arrived, and had 
" sent to summon the Garrison ; but he should give 
" him a short unsirer. No, — No, and hoped the gentle- 
" men" (addressing himself to the oificers present) 
" would all support him." Ho had not, however, an 
opportunity of being so spiritedly laconic. The day 
followiog we perceived a new encampment between th« 
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Catslomana and the left of the first line, and greil ad' 
ditions were made to those mentioned before. Six 
of their hatfering^-ahipa were now in hand, and an uni- 
versal actiritj was observed throughout their camp. 
The firing on both aides varied verj tittle : if thers 
were an; difference in the number of rounds, the Gar- 
rUon bad the advantjige. Our engineers at this time 
were emplojed in repairing the damaged and uneven 
platforms on the sea-line batteries, and the artillerj in 
dispo^g of the bearj ordnance, where thej would act 
with greater exeoutioa and effect. Scarce a day now 
passed but vessels of all denominations arrived in the 
Bay, at the enemy's camp; the generality of which 
seemed laden with military stores and materials for the 
siege. 

Juae did not commence with anj thing eztraordinarj. 
The 3d, Brigadier Stanton died of a coup de toleil. 
The enem;, the fallowing day, pitched several large 
tents to the southward of Algebras, for the accommo- 
dation of tbe workmen empiojed in fitting up Ibeir 
shipi. The 4th, being tha anniversary of bis Miy'estj's 
birth-day, the last of our new gun-boats was launched ; 
and at noon the whole fired a salute, commencing with 
a salvo of forty-four guns shotted, from the north front 
of the Garrison : the enemy's batteries instantly re- 
fomed our land-fire, and in so smart a manner as to 
connnoe us, they had prepared to retaliate. The fol- 
lowii^ are the names of tbe gun-boats, and ships from 
whicJi they were manned : — 

'Revenge one 24 p'. 21 Men. 
From the Defiance one 24 do. 21 do. 
n-ni»... Resolution one 18 do. 21 do. 
S'^^TM Spitfire one 18 do. 21 do. 

'^"e*"- DreadnonghtonelSdo. 21 do, 

, Thunder one 18 do. 21 do. 
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■ Europa <Hie 24 p". 21 Ma . 

n«mthe Ternble one 18 do. 21 do. 

Porcu[Bne< Purj one 18 do. 21 do. 

frigate. Scourge one IS do. 21 do. 

L Terror one 18 do. 31 do. 

From the) 

Speedwell > Vengeance one 18 do. SI do. 

On the nth, three row* of double tents, ten in eioh 
row, were ptched near B«roelo'i batter]', at Algeuraa. 
Hr. M'Gr^or, a Toltmteer in the 78d, was wounded 
the lame day bj a ihetl ; of which article the enemj'i 
ariillCTj, within a day or two, had been more [Mvfbae 
Umd ontal. The 6th, G^tatn Wideborg of Reden'a, 
waa wounded in tiie Queen's lines. On the 7th, our 
artiUerj practised from the King's bwtion, with red- 
bot shot, against the Irishman's I^, yAAeh wu strand- 
ed at the back of the Old mole. In the first rouDd, 
one of the artillerj-men putting in the shot, the fire bj 
gone means immediafelj commnnicated to the cart- 
ri^e, and the unfortunate man waa blown from the 
embruure in some hondred peces : two others were 
also slightlf wounded with the unexpected recoil <^tfae 
carriage. The praetioe after this accident was diaeon- 
tinued. In the eveoing, a shell fell !nto a quarter in 
town, and earned awa; part of a chair, fn whkJi En- 
^n M'Eeune, of the 73d, was sitdng: it immediatd; 
bnrat in the room below, and lifted him and the chair 
from the floor, without fbrther injury. 

The enemy's inactivity In their advanced baUeries 
was sufflciently compensated by their diligence and 
celerity at Algeiiraa : six ships were now in great fiir- 
wardnna, and on the 10th they b^an upon another. 
OflhisinterTBloftrBnqui]lity,as wemay call it, (though 
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the enem; had not quite discontinued their flre) the 
Governor look advantag-e, and emplojed it with inde- 
fetigable zeal in completing the works of the Garrison. 
New batteries bearii^ on Waterport, which appeared 
to be his grand object of defence, were opened in the 
MotH^h caslle : a ctUBsonctd batter; was also erected 
at Upper Forbea'a, and some alterations made in the 
Lines ; moveable palisades, with casks of earth, sand, 
&c. were distributed in Tarious parts along the line- 
wall, to be rcadj in case a breach should be effected ; 
and the outworks at Landport underwent some advan- 
t^eous alterations. Two or three men about this time 
attempted to desert ; bat the; were all retaken. 

On the 1 1 th, betwe^i ten and eleven o'clock, an un- 
Inckj shell from the enemj felt through the splinter- 
proof, at the door of the magazine on Princess Ann's 
battery (Willis's), and bursting, commonicated to the 
powder, which instantly blew up. The explosion was 
so violent as to shake the whole rock, and throw the 
materials on both sides an almost incredible way into 
the sea. Three merlons on the west tlank of the bat- 
tery, with several unfortunate men who had run be- 
hind them for shelter, were forced down from the level 
of the platforms into the Prince's lines, which, with the 
Queen's below, were almost filled with rubbish. An- 
other magazine near it happily escaped, though the 
door was thrown open by the explosion. Our loss by 
this dreadful actident was chiefly amoi^ the workmen 
who were employed on the flank of the battery : one 
drummer, and thirteen rank and file, were killed; 
three Serjeants, three drummers, and nine rank and 
file, wounded. Immediately after the report of the ei- 
idouon, and on the appearance of the large column of 
smoke, the enemy gave a loud huzza : their drums 
beat to arms in the camp ; and some persons aver, tha' 



2M HISTOBY OF THE 

their fint tine assembled, and were acttuUi^ on their 
march totrarda Fort St. Philip, hot afterwards retnrn- 
ed. As the engineerg, after ihe acddeut, got togeth^ 
the remaina of the port;, to effectoallj seciire the ma- 
gaune which had so miraculonalj escqied, the enemj 
contiiHied the caimonade the remainder of the daj ; 
and, as if fate was reaolred at that particular time to 
■port with our aniietj, in the conrBe of this firing, two 
other shellB fell npon the remuning magazine, and one 
into the Tery Bplinter-proof in front of the door i hi4>- 
[nlj the latter did not go through ; for, if it had, this 
magftdne might have shared the fate of its neighbour, 
and the whole of die batteries at Willis's have p^>- 
bablj been maUrioSy ii^ored. Princess Ann's batter;, 
tiie flank of it excepted, waa not considerahlj damaged ; 
the caissoned merlons were mnch shaJien, and the bat- 
ter; filled with mbbish ; however, hefore night the whole 
was cleared awaj, and several rounds fired from that 
battery, as well as from the other batteries, to convince 
the enemj that the misfortune was not of so much im- 
portance as the; probably imagined ; indeed, from so 
dreadfld an accident, it was wonderful that the ii^iur; 
was not of greater coQseqneDce. 

The Navj, on the 13th, under the direction of the 
Engineers, began to caisson the west &ce of the New- 
mole fort. About sun-set a soldier of the 58th re^ 
ment, who had lately joined in the Vemoo, deserted 
from Landport : at night a jncket waa ordered to re- 
inforce that guard. The Uth, a IVencfa frigate, with 
eighteen or nineteen polacres, &c. arrived in the Bay. 
The same afternoon, a zebeque, returning to Algeziras, 
fr^m the east, stood in so close to the Garrisou, that 
she was perplexed by the eddy-winda, and remained a 
oonsideriA>le lime stationary ; the Garrissn fired upon 
her, and the gun-boats were manned, and rowed out 
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to sttack her ; but two nf the enemy's boats coming 
to her a^^tance, towed her bend round; and eoon 
after, a breeza carried her out of all danger. If our 
boats had got ottt a little earlier, the might have been 
rougbl; bandied; and some are sanguine enough to 
think die might have been taken. 

Aa boats were constantlj detacbedbj the Navy at oight- 
fall, to row guard at some distance Irom the Garrison, 
and give information of the appproach of the gun-boata, 
or anj other Tesaels, curiosity often prompted tiiem to ap. 
proacbtha enemy's shore ; and for some preoedingnighta 
they reported, that they beard, at Algeziraa, a noise 
like that of men hard at work ; nbence we conclud. 
ed, their impatience to finish their battering-ships made 
them embrace all opportunities, both by day and night. 
The 16th, a new camp was observed between tbe 
Grand magazine and the Orauge-grore. The battalion 
which occupied it were supposed 1o be disembarked from 
the small convoy which arrived on the 34th. At night, 
a noise of boats was distinctly heard trom our prames, 
at some distance in the Bay ; it however ceased on a 
gun being fired towards that quarter. This circum- 
stance occarioned new signals to be ^pointed for the 
prames. The &7th regiment, on the 17th, for the first 
time gave a picket of forty men. The following day, 
Hardenberg's reg^ent was ordered in case of an 
alarm, to act with the S8th at Europa, instead of 
marching to town. In the afternoon, a IVencb con. 
voy, of upwards of sixty sail, under three fi^gates, 
anchored in the Bay, off the Guadaranque, fi'om the 
east. As most of the ships bad troops on board, wa 
concluded it was the French reinforcement, of which 
we bad received previous information. The following 
evening several Spanish and Fretich general officers, 
with tb^ suits, viuted the lines ; where thej remuned 
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excepting one General, who, accompanied by an artil- 
lery officer and an en^neer, came forward to the ad- 
vanced works, and stood some time in front of the St. 
Martin's batiery. At this time, a groupe of those who 
remuned in the lines were assembled on the glacis { 
our artillerjtbought proper to give them a abot, which 
the General in the advanced works probably took as a 
hint to retire ; for he immediately pulled off his hat, 
and returned into the baitery. This circumstance 
served to confirm us in our conjectures, that the rmn- 
fbrcemect was French ; and it was computed to be 
about five thousand men. Soon after the above fleet 
arrived, five gun-boats approached very near the town, 
apparently out of bravado, to demonstrate to their new 
friends how contemptuouslj thej considered us ; but a 
few rounds takii^ effeol, they retired in great coofil- 
^on, and most likely paid dear for their arrogance. 
The 20th and 21st the French troops disembarked, 
and encamped to the east of the Stone quarry, im- 
mediately under the Queen of Spiun's Chiur. 

As AFrAiRB were daily becoming more serions, the 
seijeants, and such drummers of the Garrison as were 
able, were ordered, in case of alarm, to turn out with 
firelocks and accoutrementa ; which were accordingly 
delivered to the different regiments from the grand 
store. The Governor seemed determined to have no 
idle hands in the place at such a critical time. Muu- 
dans, who before had been exempted from duty, also 
returned to the use of the firelock and shovel. 

The morning of the 21st, two Genoese, formerly in- 
habitants of the Garrison, who had been taken by the 
enemy in a settee bound for Gibraltar, made thdr es- 
cape in a boat from a prison-ship at Algeiiras. .They 
informed us that the grand attack was flied to be in 
September j but fliat all, both sailors and soldiera, were 
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much aTerse to the enterprise. In the lAemoon, two 
General officers again vifiited the lines ; and we re- 
marked, their guards did not relieve at their osoal 
hnur, hot probably came down at^er twilight. I^om 
the lEKh to the 21st, the enemy's fire dailj diminiBbed ; 
and on the 22d, about five in the evening, their bat- 
teries were totally aiient. This sudden cessation in- 
duced us to conclude that the Duke de Ciillon had as- 
mmed the commuid of the Cokbined Axni. 



CHAPTER VII. 



Spaniard! very actire in completing their bBtlering-sh^. 
— The nephew of the celebrated CorHcui general, Pascal 
Faoli, arrivea at Qibnllor, and offers, wilh others of bis 
counCrymea, to Mt aa a volunteer duriog the uege. — 
Snemy after great preparations commenoe the additional 
works on the Isthmus — Letters between the Duke de 

Ctilloa and General Eliott Enemy's works are by as- 

ddent set on fire, which induces the Duke to protect 
them by a temporary cannonade..~Tfae British seaoien 
landed and formed inio a Marine Brigade. —Active opera- 
tions of Hie besiegers — Some of the battering- sbips re- 
move to the Orange-grove, where the enemy begin to 
assemble their maritime force LienL General Boyd re- 
commends an immediate trial of hot shot, Che success of 
which prAvokea the enemy to open their new batteries 
before they are completed.— Tbe Combined Fleets of 
France and Spain arrive in the Bay of Gibraltar. — The 

' oBAHD ATTACK — Tbe batten og-ships destroyed, and the 
Enemy rescued Irom inevitable death by tbe gallantry of 
the Marine Brigade. Conduct of tbe Besiegers after 
their defeat, till their small craft disperse. 

The Court of Madrid, whose whole attention seemed 
bent upon the recovery of Gibraltar, had hitherto found 
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all her attemptB, whether b; sea or land, totally inef- 
fbctnal I tad the repeated di^race which her arms had 
loffteed, conld not fiul to morUff ^^ pride. The 
ornel and wanton destruction of the town had tended 
to no other purpose, than to reflect dinhononr on her 
meaanres, in tiie e^r^ of Eorope. Pride and revetiga 
tharafore now m^ed her to the atmoct exertions of her 
power and sUII, so that no means ws'e neglected, no 
expense waa spared, to iniure gucceu. Hm- treasnres 
were lavishl; expended ; the labour of the nation waa 
exhausted in the magnitude of the preparations ; and 
her whole naval and militar; force now appeared di- 
rected to the recoTerj of that natural and ancient ap> 
pendage of the Crown. 

The Doke de Crillon, latelf returned from the con- 
quest of Fort St, Philip, who had forraerly commanded 
at the Spanish lines before Gibraltar, and was perfectly 
acquainted with the situation of the Garrison, was i^- 
pointed to conduct the military force to be employed in 
this ardaouB and interesting enterprise. With him 
were joined Monsieur d'Ar^on (a French engineer of 
great repute), and Admiral Moreno. The former had 
projected a plan, which had met with the iqiprobation 
of his Most Catholic Miyesty, for attacldog the place 
with battering.ships, constmcted upon such principles, 
thai they were equally conudered as impregnahU and 
incoahuetibU ; and irom the prodigious powers of 
which, little else was expected than almost the annihi- 
lation of the Garrison : the latter had rendered himself 
equally eminent with the General m the preceding con- 
quest of Minorca. Under commanders of snch distin- 
guished ability, uded by every combination of force 
which honum invention could devise, we need not in the 
least wonder at the flattering idea, universallj formed 
by the nation, of the event. 
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General EUott, an the opposite side, tmawed bj the 
' impendiog itorm, provided for eveij drcimutance 
whidi might occur : thonghgDrroouded on everj hand 
with enemies, and &r distant from an; hopes of relief 
and «snstaiice ; jet lie reposed such conftdeoce in tba 
ngorons and united exertions of the little armj under 
liii command, whom he had alread; found superior to 
Qie greatest hardships, that he was not apprehensive of 
tnuting the event to the decimon of that fortune, wluch 
had been so often favourable to the interests of the 
Garrison. 

The 24th of Jane, the Garrison began to practise 
panfiet-firing, with ball, at caslu placed at different 
distances in the Bay. Two dajs following, the ene- 
mj'a cannon were all undir metal; and their advanced 
sentries and guards were FMnforoed. At Algeziras 
the; still continued to work on seven ships ; and in 
camp niuneroos parties were emplojed in lajidii^ great 
quantities of stores, and in ranging ordnance, &c, in 
their ardUery-pork. Early on tiie monung of the 2Tth 
the Captain of the Qneen's-lines guard challenged two 
persons who bad approached to Forbes's barrier ; one 
of whom finding they ware observed, cried out in 
Frenoh, " Don't fire 1" after which both instantl; ran 
awBj towards the lines. In thmr retreat one of them 
fell ; and his cloak coming unfolded, oor sentries could 
distinguish that his uniform was whilo ; which circum- 
stance, added to tiiat of their speaking French, induced 
us to believe thej were officers of that nation. A per- 
son of distinction, supposed to be the Duke de CriUon, 
on the SOth, visited the lines and advanced works* 
Our artillery fired a shot over him and his suite, to 
shew them that they were observed. At night a sot- 
dier of the 56th, attempting to desert from the Signal 
house guard, was dashed Co pieces in his descent. The 
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next da; his bodj was exposed as a public spectacle, to 
intimidate others A^itu provokiiig a similar fate. 

In the b^noing of Jdj, the tbhth eMp had tieen 
in hands two or three dajs ; and the enemy's artificers 
were at nork on the tops of those which were in the 
greatest forwardness, placing stroi^ timhers, in form 
of a dot tfane, to serve as bomb-proof^ At night the/ 
rwsed their parallel several fascines in height, and 
banked it up in fWint with sand. Thongh the enemj's 
batteries had continued silent since the 22d of June, 
the Garrison persereredin a brisk discharge, directing 
their fire to all parts of the lines, as well as the 
advanced works. The evening of the 2d, a party of 
the enem; advanced to Baj-side barrier ; but several 
rounds of grape, which were fired from Willis's, soon 
forced them to retire. The succeeding evening, they 
again attempted to take post there, and met with a ^■ 
milar reception. Our aarj, under the direction of an 
eng^eer, about this time repaired the boom of Water- 
pOTt, and sunk anchors in the shallow water at the 
back of the Old mole. The enemy, though we eipeet- 
ed it, never molested them in thb duty: indeed they 
seemed too intent upon their own operations, to pay at- 

The success attending oiu" progress in the gallery 
above Farringdon's battery, produced the idea of mak- 
ing a communication from the extremity of the King's 
to the Queen's lines ; and on the Rth, a party of miners 
began this new subterranean passage. Early tlie day 
following, a brig, coming in Irom the west, was taken 
by a lebeque, and carried into Algeraras. If the master 
of this vessel had acted prudently, he might probably 
have escaped. On his first appearance he coasted under 
French colours ; but being abreast of the Pointy and 
observing a felucca standing out to speak him, he boist- 
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ed British, and fired a shot. This drcuinstance spread 
tlie alarm : four or five gun-boats immediately rowrd 
out, and opposed her passage, till a lebeque came np 
and ran her aboard. 

The afternoon of the I8th, an extraordinar; instance 
of gallantrj and presence of mind occurred at the labo- 
ratorj adjoining the Sonth bastiou. An artillerj-mait 
(named Hartle;^) "** emplojed in the laboralorj, filling 
shells with carcass composition, and driving fuses into 
five and a half and six-inch shells : one of them, by 
some unaccountable accident, t^Kik fire in the operation ; 
and although he was Burrounded with unfixed (iiees, 
loaded sheUs, compo^tion, &c. with the most astonish. 
tug coolness he carried out the lighted shell, and threw 
it where it could do little or no harm ; and two seconds 
bad acarcel; elapsed before it disploded. If the shell 
had burst in the bboratorj, it is almost certain the 
whale would have been blown up i when the loss in fil- 
ed ammunitjon, loses, S:c. &c. would have been irre- 
parable, eictosive of the damage which the fortifications 
would have suffered from the explosion, and the lives 
that might have been lost. He was handsomely re- 
warded bj the Governor. The night of the 10th, a 
soldier of De la Motte's, nho had been missing from 
the Sth, was discovered bj the quarter-guard of that 
regiment stealing bread fr'om the men's tents : he was 
instantly pursned, but could not be overtaken : the next 
day however he was fonnd concealed in a cave. Two 
others had also been retaken within a few preceding 
days. Such attention had been paid to scarping the 
back of the rock, that it was little short of madness in 
these wretches, at thb period, to attempt desertion. 

Some experiments were made, in the beginning of 
this month, with large stones, cat to fit the calibre of a 
thirteen-inch mortar. The stones had a sinalt hole 
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drilled in the centre, which beiufrfilledmtb a Buflident 
quantity of powder, thej were fired with a short fiase, 
to burst over the enemj's works ; and the fr^pnents 
were expected to do «ome damage, aa well as alarm 
their workmen. It was an unusual mode of annoyance, 
and for its novelt; wai n£ed for some tine, but was 
«oon lud aside. The llthin tlieaAerDOOn,foursulora, 
under pretence of visiting some tiaMng-pota, deserted 
to the enemj. Two of them were concerned in flie 
conspiracy to run awaj with the Spoodwell cutter, as 
mentioned, some months before. The following even- 
ing, a Serjeant of the T2d regiment, who had absented 
himself several days from his corps, and who, previous 
to his absence, had left a letter signifying his intention 
to desert, was retaken halfway down the rock, between 
Charles the Vth's wall and Mount Misery. He was 
so situated as to be unable to descend or return, and 
was at length obliged to cry for assistance ; which 
being heard by the guard at the former post, search waa 
made for the unhappy man, and he wsa afterworda 
executed. 

A deserter from the regiment of Bechart came in on 
the Uth : he acqnunted us, that the Duke de Crillon 
had assumed the command of the siege, and that Gene- 
ral Dun Alvarez had quitted the camp ; that the com- 
bined army conusted of forty-five battalions of infan- 
try, including dght French battalions, two battalions of 
Spanish,and four companies of French artillery, besides 
cavalry ; but, owing to desertion, their numbers was 
conuderahly diminished. The battoring-shipB, he Eaid, 
were to have on board French artillery ; and it was re- 
ported they would be completed in about six weeks, the 
tine we had calculated ourselFes, from observations <h) 
thrar progress. About this period, additional foiges 
ibr healing shots wer9 established in different parts of 
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tha Garrison, with all the proper apparatus. Tha 15th, 
the eaemj laid a boom of Bpars from the breakers north 
of the island at AlgeEiras towards the nortbirard: 
some few Asji oftervrards it was cnndderablj length- 
ened, and the gnn-bositfl were ranged in front of it ; a 
boom wan also placed between the island and the mua 
land. Wc concluded these obatructioas were intended 
to defend their battering-ehipi from anj attempts we 
might make (before they were completed) to destroj 
them. The same da; an embrasm'e was opened in the 
face of the rocli, commtuucatingwith the gallerj above 
Farringdon'a : the mine was loaded with an nntisual 
quantity of powder, and the explosion was so amazingly 
loud, that almost the whole of the enemy's camp torued 
out at the report : but what mutt th^ surprise be, 
whan they observed whence the smoke issued 1 — The 
original intention of this opening was to communicate 
■Ir to the workmen, who before were almost auffocated 
with the smoke which remiuned after blowing the dif- 
ferent mines ; but on eianunii^ the iqwrture more 
closely, an idea was concdved of mounting a gun to 
bear on all the enamy's batteries, except Fort Bar< 
bara: accordingly orders were ^ven to enlarge the 
inner part of the reeoil ; and, when finished, a twenty, 
ibur-ponnder was mounted.' 

* This work was prosecuted with such suocesi, that four, 
if not five guns were mounted in the Gallery, before the 
■ubiequent September : and in a little more than twelve 
monlhs &om the day the Engineers ooniraenced, it was 
advanced to the projection of the Bock, where the Goier- 
not purposed to make a battery ; which afterwHrds was ef- 
fected, and is now dlitiuguiihcd by the name of St. 
George's HalL As tliis wonderful work was not howeter 
finished during the Author's residence in Gibraltar, he will 
not pretend to gire the Reader any brtlier particulars con- 
cerning it. 
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The IStb, a aoldier of the 56th re^ment, who had 
escaped from Ihe qnarter-guard some dajs before, and 
who, it is imagined, had endeavoured to desert, bus 
rendered himself voluntarilj to the main guard. One 
of the 58th, and another of the 97th regiment, had got 
offinth« former part of the month: the discourage- 
ment, however, which had of late attended these delud- 
ed wretches, we were in hopes would now deter others 
from attempting to abandon their colours at this critical 

Our artillerj, as the firing was verj ineonaiderahle, 
were now chiefly engaged in preparing shells and car- 
casses to be used' against the enemy's ships. The 
engineers were also eguoUj indefatigable in their de- 
partment. On Ihe part of the besiegers, muMtudeK 
of mules were constantly employed in different duties 
in their camp, and large parties continued to land mili- 
tary stores and powder at the Orange-grove. The 
Sath, the St. Philip's Castle and Htctor cutter arrived 
from the eastward, and communicate the agreeable 
news of the entire defeat of the ^nch fleet in the 
West- Indies, by Admiral Sir Geoi^e Rodney, with the 
capture of the Vllle de Paris, and the French Adnural 
the Count de Grasse. In consequence of this victory, 
a grand fialnte was fired at noon j and in the evenii^ 
afea-de-joie, by the troops drawn up from the Grand 
battery to the new-mole fort. Signor Leonetti, nephew 
to Pascal Paoli, the celebrated COTsican General, with 
two officers, a ch^Iain, and wirty-eight volunteers, 
came as passengers in these vessels, to offer their ser- 
vices to the Ciovernor. In the course of the same day, 
our Engineers began to fix a chevaax-de-frise from the 
foot of Landport Glacis, adjoining Walerport, to the 
sloping palisades on the causeway ; and thence to be 
continued across the Inundation to the advanced covert- 
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w»j, leading to lower Forbes'a barrier. The enemy 
did not molest the party on this dutj ; which to ns ap- 
peared very extraordinary. 

A boat arrived, on the 26th, with two packets from 
Faro, which mentioned that the enemy's preparations 
for the attack would he complete by the middle of 
August, and that all the boats along the const in the 
yicinity of Cadiz were already engaged to embark 
troops for the eipedition. A private letter by this 
boat gave us some general information of the immense 
preparations which were making, and some idea of the 
construcliMi of the new invented vessels, which bad 
inspired the enemy with such confidence of success- 
It recited, " That ten ships were to be fortified sii or 
seren feet thicic, on the larboard side, with green 
timber bolted with iron, cork, junk, and raw hides; 
which were to carry guns of heavy metal, and be 
bomb-proof on the top, with a descent for the shells 
to slide off: that these vessels, which they supposed 
■ would he impregnable, were to be moored within 
half gun-shot of the walls with iron chains ; and large 
boats with mantlets were to lie off at some distance, 
jnjU of troops, to assist, and be ready to take advan- 
tage of occurrences : that the mantlets of these boats 
were to be formed with hinges to fall down, to tacili- 
tate their landing : that they were to have forty thou- 
sand men in camp, and the principal attack was to bo 
made by sea, to be covered by a squadron of men of 
war with bomb-ketches, floating-batteries, gun and 
mortar boats, &c. and that die Count d'Arlois, 
brother to the King of Frauce, with other great per- 
sonages, was to be present at the attack." 
Towards the conclusion of the month, our attention 
was engaged frs several nights sncces^vely by a great 
noise on the Isthmus, like that of a huge body of men 
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at iTork ; a fett light bails were thrown m different 
parts, to discover icbence it proceeded ; bat we could 
norer discern anj men, except their patroles : it woa 
therefore im^ined these parties were employed within 
the lines. The SiOth, the wooden buildings ia the narj- 
jard, at the New mole, were taken down, and removed 
to Rosia, where thej were afterwards re-established on 
an enlarged plan. As the communications aloi^ the 
line-wall, &c. to the northward, were expected to l>e 
mncb exposed to the enemy's fire when the sMps were 
brought before the walls, the engineers, aboutthis time, 
began a covert-way along the rampart, from Orange's 
bastion to the Grand parade, and thence to be continu- 
ed to Sontbport : this was done by clearing away the 
rubbish from the old houses immediately mider the 
works, and filling others up, which also served as tra- 
verses i^^ainst die Land'b&tteries. Anothv covert- 
way was likewise made, to communioate from the Prin- 
cess of Wales's lines with the South barracks. The 
Slst, upwards of a hundred covered waggons came to 
the enemy's lines from the camp, supposed to he laden 
with anununidon and stores for the batteries. 

Appearances became daily more important, in the 
month of August. The enemy's artifices were re- 
markably di%ent at Algeziras, and the cruisers became 
more attentive to the blockade. They were particularly 
SDsjdt^us of every vessel that came in »ght from the 
west ; and the gun-boata were stationed out as night- 
oruisers ; which probiAly was the reason why we had 
not been for some time visited by them. In their camp 
every person seemed employed ; and the dep&ts of fas< 
cinesand pickets were very conradeiable, notwithstand- 
ing the qnantities ooutintudly removed to the lines. 
Nor w«re we less active in taking advantage of tlus 
intarval : large and lofty traverses were rused along 
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tbe line-wall ; new c< 
lis's ; the flank of the Princesa Anne's battery was ra- 
bmlt, and heavy metal mounted, to bear over Water- 
port. The 41b, the Coraican Volunteers were formed 
into an independent corps, under Signer Leonetti, who 
was ^ipointed Captain Commandant. The company 
coiuiated of a Captain, and C^tain Lieotenant, First 
and Second Lieutenants, one Adjutant, one Chaplun, 
four Seijewits, four Corporals, two Drummers, and 
sixty-oght Privates. They were armed with a fire-lock 
and bayonet, each a horse-pUtol shmg on the letl aide, 
and two cartridge-hoies. The Governor quartered 
them on Windmill-hill, and cammitted that poat to 
their charge. 

As the completing of the subterranean commnni- 
oation from tbe Sing's to tbe Queen's lines speared 
(from the difficulty at that time attending tbe reinforo* 
ing of the latter, in case of an alarm) to be an object 
of great importance, the Governor, on tbe 5tb, ordered 
all the miners in the differrat r^ments into tbe Kill's 
works, to prosecute it with greater diligence, and assist 
in the gallery above Farringdon's, which now eirtended 
a hundred and forty feet In the solid rock. Tbe same 
day, the enemy removed the old masts out of savcral 
of tbebatterii^-ships, substitatjngjury-masts in their 
places. Three huUs now appeared nearly fluished. 
The evening of the 6th, the Governor thought proper 
to detach a trusty seijeant, with four men, from Land- 
port, to a recess in the rock under the Queen's lines, 
near Lower Forbea's, with orders to advance a sentry 
to the barrier, who was to listen attentively to what 
was transacting upon tbe neutral ground ; but by no 
meana to fire, except in his own defence. This party 
was to withdraw at the grey of the morning, that they 
might not be observed by the enemy. 
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Tbe 7th, came in a deserter wbo had been formerlj 
in our Bsrvice at Minorca. He swam from behind Fort 
Blu'bara, and landed at the Devil's tower ; near which 
place he met a patrole of cnialr j, but, throwing himself 
on the grotmd, was not observed. He said the Duke 
was resolved to fire the S5th instant ; and from the pro- 
digious number of mortars mounted in the lines, reports 
were industrioualj propagated in tbe camp, that our 
ordnance would soon be silenced b; their anpeiiorfire, 
and the batteries beaten to povsder. He farther ac- 
qnunted os, that there were thir^-foor tbooMod men 
in camp, and but little intercourse between the Span- 
iards and their Allies, who were prmcipally new levies, 
and verj little disciplined ; concluding with a confirma- 
(ion of the last intelligence, that the soldiers in general 
BO disrelished the businesa, that man; dulj deserted 
with th^r arms into the country. We continned to- 
tire a few l^ht balls at night, for fear the enemj should 
make anj adiiUlion to their advanced works, which, from 
the immense quanlitj of maieriala brought to tbe lines, 
we snspected would be commenced ver; soon ; and aa 
it was apprehended their advances would be made to 
the eastward, the guns at Willis's and the heights bear- 
ii^ towards that quarter, were loaded with grape, to 
be more effectual in the execution, in case thej were 
discovered. On the llth, tbe T2d regiment, which 
was quartered in the bastions in town, independent of 
their quota towards tbe other duties of the Garrison, 
voluntarilj offered to assist in making the new covered- 
way from tbe Grand parade to Oral^e's bastion ; and 
a hundred of them were immediately employed. The 
Governor, however, as a compensation for their zeal, 
ordered them to be paid as real-men, (that is, to receive 
two reals eachjierd^; which is equal, oJ pur, toabout 
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9d. sterling) with the ftddition, to each man, of a pint 
of^rog. 

The enemj, on the 13th, got up the nuuta and jdrds 
io sever&l ehips, and bent the sails of two : but from 
the ^pearaace of the whole, we did not think the; 
could be finished by the 25th. Some few days before, 
they lined the upper port-holes of the two-deckers with 
tin ; to [R'otect, as we imagined, the cheeks of the porta 
from bdng burnt by the constant firing of the cannon. 
In the eremng, the 97th regiment furnished, for the 
first time, a working party of a hnndred and twenty 
men, to remore ship-limbers from the New mole, to 
Montague's bastion, where the ei^^eera intended to 
erect a cavalier for two guns. 

About this time, a species of influenza made its ap- 
pearuice on board the frigates in the Mole, and soon 
communicated with the Garrison. Its general symp- 
toms were sudden puns, accompanied with dizziness in 
the head; thoi^h others were affected in a different 
manner. For several days near a hundred men were 
daily taken to the hospital ; but bleeding, and anight's 
rest, Dsually removed it. It was attributed, at that 
time, to the extraordinary heat of the atmosphere, 
which was unusually warm, owing to the prodigious 
iires made by the Spaniards on the neighbouring bills, 
and the stagnant state of the air : but we have since 
learned that it was universal over Europe ; and we had 
reasoD, at that time, to think the enemy were not less 
affected by it. 

A General officer, supposed to be the Duke, visited, 
on the 15th, the advanced works j which, we after- 
wards supposed, was to reconnoitre the ground, previ- 
ous to entering upon the succeeding additions which 
were made to the parallel ; for the subsequent morn- 
ing at day-break, to our great astonishment, we disco- 
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vered that they had raised, during the preceding night, 
a very itrong uad lofly epaulemeot, in eztmt ftbontflTe 
hundred ;ar<U, connecting the psrallel to the eastern 
breach, with a comnmnic&tion, near a thouHand three 
ktindred jarda long, extending from the principal bar- 
tier of the linaa to the eait end of the epaulEinent. 
Thdr ¥rork« now embraced each shore of the isthmni, 
and ftilly completed the first parsUel. The conmtniu. 
catioti, or boi/au {»» it was distingniBbed bj our engin- 
eers), coonsted of casks filled with sand, which waa 
ftlso thrown np in front, having traverses at equal dis- 
tances in the rear, made of casks and Ascines i but tlie 
•panlement appeared to be raised entirel; with sand- 
bags, from ten to twelve feet high, with a thickness 
propordonable ; and altogether was a most stnpendous 
wra-k. Its piirpose, however, was not immediatelj 
pointed out To erect these new additions in so short 
a time, we computed, at a moderate calcolstion, must 
have empk>^ ten thousand men ; wlilch was after- 
wards confirmed to us bj their officers; and Ibrso nu- 
merous a part; to be at work within eight hundred 
vards of the Ganiaon, and not be discovered, must ap- 
pear to a person not present, almost incredible. We 
threw a few light balls whilst the; were at work, one 
of wtuch, we afterwards learnsd, greatl; alarmed them ; 
but, fini^i^ the; were not discovered, the; resumed 
their occupation, and withdrew in the mormng unob- 
served. The Spanish gazette described this paralld 
as of two hnndred and thirty toises' in lei:^h ; and 
added, that a mtOum Hx iandred Ihoutaad tamd-hagt 
were used in ruring it. The commonication it men- 
tioned to have been in length six hundred and thirtj 
tOLGes, and formed of fiiscines and casks. The Qover- 

* A. Ifliie ii equal to our fathom, or lii leet. 
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nor at night did not order sn Increue of firing on the 
Dew works ; a tew rounda were discharged, with seve- 
ral carcasses aod light halls ; but the latter were 
almost iinmediaitel]r eitingoished. 

Hie night of the 17th, the enemy broi^ht a great 
number of casks, pickets, and iasciaes, to the rear of 
the eastam commniu cation, which was raised some lit- 
tle near the barrier. They also erected three epaale- 
ineDta with shoulders of sand-bags, for mortar-batte- 
ries is the parallel. Two were to the westward, and 
the third to the eastward of the Mahon battery. 

The moning of the 18th, we obserred one of the 
battering'.ahips at auchnr oS Barcelo's battery. About 
noon, the men of war at Algeriras were decorated with 
flags, as was customary on the celebration of a festival ; 
and, what did not escape our observalioa, (he Eaglish 
en^^ was at the mun-top-gallant mast-head of the 
Admiral's ship, with the Spanish en^gn flyir^ trium- 
phantlj aver it. Soon aAer, seven barges with crim- 
son awnings roved from A^earas to the Orange- 
grove, where they received on hoard some great per- 
sonages, and returned to Algeziras, escorted hy fifteen 
gun-boats, which repeatedly fired salutes, as did the 
men of war : on their return amongst the shipping, the 
battering-shipa hoisted their enrigns, and salutes were 
again fired by the men of war. The barges then pro- 
ceeded to the battering-Bbip winch was anchored apart 
from the rest, where they remained some time ; and 
on the company's quittii^ the ship, she fired a salute 
of eight guns, and the boats went along-^de the Ad- 
miral. About three, the battering-ship got under way, 
and sailed to the northward, past the fl^-ship : she 
endeavoured to sail back, hut in viun ; and was obliged 
to be towed to her station, by ten gun-boats. At six 
o'clock, three barges only returned from the Spanish 
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Admiral to the Oning^-groTii, and were saluted and 
reconduoled with lh« same ceremonj oi before. Wa 
now imagined that the Count d'Artoia was arrived, and 
these compliments were paid in consequence of his din- 
ing with the Spanish Admiral. Oar firing at night 
• was Ter; brisk. The succeedii^ morning we perceived 
that the enemy had construoted nine traverses adjoin- 
ing the eastern part of the epanlement, and had raised 
the bojau with fasoinee. The epaolement tor another 
mortar battery was likewise erected in the parallel oppo- 
ute the Centre redoubt. At night the enemj were 
heard hard at work : our firing wa» consequently in- 
creased by the addition of the lower batteries; the ene- 
my did not return a shot. 

On the \Sth, a small magazine blew tip in the ene- 
my's camp, near Buena- Vista, which set a hut on fire. 
About noon, a Atg of truce came from the Duke ; the 
ofBcw appeared to be a person of rank, aa the boat had 
a crimsi'ii awning, and the rowers were in uniforms. 
After posing and repassii^ several times, our boat re- 
turned with a present from the Ehdie to the Gover- 
nor, of ice, fruit, vegetables, &c. The oMcers inform- 
ed us that the salutea fired the preceding day, were in 
compliment to the Count d' Artois, &c. The following 
WOR banded about as a genmne translation' of the Duke's 
letter on this occasion ; therefore, without vouching 
for its authenticity, it is here inserted, to grati^ the 
curiosity of the reader. 

Camp of Bvena-VUla, Mth of Auguit, 1782, 
" Sib, 

" His Bojal Highness Count d' Artois, who 
" has received permisuon from the King his brother 
" to assist at the siege, as a volunteer in the Combined 
" Army, of which their Most Christian and Catholic 
" Miyesties have honoured me with the c 
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" rived in this camp the 15th inatant. This young 
" Prince has been pleased, in passing through Madrid, 
" to take charge of gome letters which had been sent 
" to that capital irom (his place, and which are ad- 
" drcHsed to persone beloi^Tng to your Garrison : hii 
" royal Highneas has desired that I woold transmit 
" them to jou, and that to this mark of his goodness 
" and attention, I should add the strongest expressions 
" of esteem for your person and character. I feel the 
" greatest pleasure in giving this mark of condescen- 
" sion in this augost Prince, as it fornishes me with a 
" pretext, which I hitve been anxiously looking for 
" ^ese two months that I have been in camp, to as- 
" sure you of tiie highest esteem i have conceived for 
" jour Excellency, of the sincerest desire I feel of de- 
" serving yours, and of the pleasure to which I look 
" forward of becoming your Mend, after I shall have 
" learned to render myself worthy of the honour, by 
" facing you as an enemy. His Highness the Duke de 
" Bourbon, who arrived here twenty-fom' hours after 
" the Count d'Artois, desires also that 1 should assure 
" yon of his particular esteem. 

" Permit me, Su-, to offer a few trifles for your te,- 
" ble, of which I am sure you must stand in need, as I 
■J know JOU live entirely upon vegetables ; I should be 
" glad to know what kind jou like best. I shall add a 
" few game for the Gentlemen of your household, and 
" some ice, which I presume will not be disagreeable 
'' m the esces^ve beat of this cUmate at this season 
"of the year. I hope you will be obligii^ enough to ■ 
" accept the small portion which I send with this 
" letter. 

' ' I have the honour to be, &c. 

" B. B, Doc DB CaniON. 
" His Excellency Oejural EuotT, Sfc." 
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The barge which biought the letter and preBtnf, 
ranged at a short disUnce aloi^ the town, from off the 
Old-mole head ia Ragged-staff, where she was stopped 
bjODT flog; bnt bdng thoi^ht rather too near, as 
the; aa^t thence make what obserrations the; chose 
on onr batteries, a shot was fired over her from the 
Repnlie prame : upon which she rowed further out in 
the Bay, and waited at aoonaderabla distance for the re- 
tumofourflag. Tbenightof the I9tb,theeneni; raised 
the semit^rcular parapet of the place iTarmei joining 
the east flanh of the St. Carlos's batter;, with sand- 
h^^ eight or nine feet high, apparentlj for a batter; : 
the; also made some oondderable addidons to the eas- 
tern works. The da; following, a flag of truoe went 
ftom the Garrison «ith an answer to the Duke'a polite 
letter of the preceding day : the Oorernor's letter was 
reported to be to the following purport. 

OOraltar, Augmt the 20/A, 1782. 

" Sir, 

" I find myself highly honoured by your obliging let- 
" ter of yesterday, in which your Excelleno; was so 
** kind as to inform me of the arrival in ;our camp of 
" his Royal Highoessthe Count d'Artois, and the Doke 
" de Bourbon, to serve as volunteers at the siege. 
" These Princes have shewn their judgment in inak. 
'' log choice of a master in the art of war, whose abi- 
" lities cannot fidl to form great warriors. I am ov^ 
" powered with the condescension of his Ro;al Highness, 
'' in suffering some letters for persons in this town to 
" be conve;ed from Madrid in bis canines. I flatter 
" myself ttut your Excellency will give m; most pro- 
" found respect to his Royal Highness, and to the Duke 
" de Bourbon, for the expres^ons of esteem with which 
" the; have been pleased to honoor so InugniScant a 
" person as I am. 

L., ... „Coo>;lc 
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" I retura a ttioiuand tbanlcs to your Eicellene; for 
" your b&ndsome [a«»ait of fri^ts, vegetsbles, and 
" game. Yoa irill exciue me however, I tmst, 
" -when I unire jon, that in accepting jour present I 
" have brolien throng'h a resolntion to which 1 had 
" fititbiiiU; adhered since the beginning of the war : 
" and that was, oever to reodve or procare, by any 
" meaiu whatever, any provisionB or other commodity 
" for my own private use : so that, without any pre- 
" ference, every thing ia sold publicly here i and the 
'^ private soldier, if he have money, can become a par- 
" chaser, as well aa the Governor. I confess, I make 
" it a point of honour to partake both of plenty and 
" scardty in common with the lowest of my brave itl- 
" low soldiers. TMs fbmishes me with an excuse for 
" Uie liberty I now take, of entreating your Excellency 
'* not to he^) on me any more favonrs of this kind, as 
" in future I cannot convert your presents to my own 
f private use. Indeed, to be plain with your Excel' 
" lency, though vegetables at this season are scarce 
" with us, every man has got a quantity proportioned 
" to the labour which he has bestowed in raising them. 
" The Ei^lish are naturally fond of gardening &aA 
" cultivation ; and here wa find our amiuement in it, 
" during the intervals of rest from public duty. The 
" promise vbich the Duke de Crillon makes, of 
" honouiing me in proper time and place with his 
'* Mendship, lays me under infiiu'te obligations. The 
" interest of our Sovereigns being once solidly settled, 
" I shall with eagerness embrace the first opportnmty 
" to avail myself of so predous a treasure. 

" I have the honour to be, &c. 

" G. A. Eliott, 
" MMExcellmcy the Duke dk Cruj^on, Sfc." 



276 BISTOKT OF THE 

Our arliller;, ou the night of the 20^ fired with 

great vivacitj from the upper and loirer batteries, in 
sU thrections ; for the objects now were so divided, the 
pu-allel being upwards of half a mile in extent, that 
we conld not always be certjun where the; were em- 
ployed. In the morning we found they had raised 
the boyau, and made some all«rattoDS in the Western 
works. The enemy's operations were not now carried 
on in the same alow manner as formerly : the Duke 
seemed determined to act with vigom-, and astonish us 
by the r^tidity with which he raised his batteries. His 
army was numerous, and his orders (if we may credit 
report) with respect to materials, unlimited. Every 
exertion was therefore used U> complete them with ex. 
peditlon. Whilst our opponents were so active, we 
were not on our parts indalenf, or inattentive to the 
defence of the Garrison. The late additions of the ene- 
my made considerable alterations necessary in the works 
at Willis's, &c. Oia- parties were therefore aliment- 
ed, and employed in strengthening the communications, 
repairing the splinter-proofs, and on other important 
duties of the same nature. Green's lodge and the 
Royal battery were ordered to be c^soned with ship- 
timber : the intrencbed covert-way from tie Princess 
of Wales's lines was continued, and sloping palisades 
placed under those parts of the llne-wBll, from the 
Eight-gun bastion to the New mole, which were not 
well flanked from above. A boom of masts was like- 
ivise laid from the former to the head of the waterii^- 
tonk, and anchors snnk in the shallow water between 
that Bastion and Ragged-staff. 

The afternoon of the 21st a carcass from Willis's set 
fire to some loose fiisdnes in the rear of the Eastern 
boyau, wliich soon communicated to the work itself; 
and the line for a considerable extent was involved in 
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the flames. On the ^ipearance of the smoke our lower 
batteries immediktel? opened, md a most animated can- 
noiude was directed from the Garrison. A party of 
the enem; esdeaTonred to extinguish the fire t b<it 
flDding their efforts to stop its progress in vain, they 
gallantly puUed down the lice on each side, to prevent 
the flames from spreading ; which they at length efFaet- 
ed, bat not without considerable loss from onr artillery. 
For some liine we imagined the enemy would renuun 
tilent spectators of the oonflagration ; but an officer 
arriving at the lines about sii o'clock, their batteries 
instantly returned the Ere, seconded soon after by the 
new thu-teen-gim battery near (he Tower : the latter, 
however, after four or five discharges, was dlonced by 
the Old-mole-head howitzers. Our fire waa so brisk, 
and so well served, that it exceeded theirs by four to 
one. About half past seven the flames burnt out ; and 
our additional ordnance, as well as the enemy's bat- 
teries, ceased. In this short firing they retoraed seven 
hundred and forty-three shot, and thirty-eight shells ; 
and we expended in the twenty-four hours, including 
what were discharged on this occa»0Q, ninety barrels 
of powder. We had three men slightly wounded. In 
the prior part of the day, thirteen feluccas arrired in 
the Bay from the east : some imagined they were in- 
tended for additional gun-boats ; others. For debarking 
troops. The 32d, the enemy had repured the damage 
done by the fire the preceding day; but in the afternoon 
a nmilar accident had nearly happened : a carcass was 
thrown iota the St. Martin's battery, and took effect ; 
but the guard exerted themselves with such activity and 
bravery, that it mte soon extinguished, although onr 
low^ batteries were agun open to support it The 
enemy were on this day totally silent. The snoceeding 
night, they dressed and raised the new communication. 
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and made some additions to the eastern part of tho 
parallel : they were also at work in their new mortar- 
batteries ; and great quantities of materials were 
brought down to the linrg, and into the advanced works. 

The 24tb, (he inhabitants in Hardy.town began early 
to remove their bedding, 810. towards Europa; they 
weee confident, from the information of the last de- 
serters, that Ihe enemy would again open their bat- 
teries, the Buceeeding day, being the anniversary of 
St. L.oui3 } and no persuasions could banish their ap- 
prehensions. They were however convinced, the fol- 
lowing day, that the Duke was not prepared, whatever 
bis intentions tn^ht have been some weeks before. 

The enemy b^g heard at work, on the night of the 
24tli, drew a waitn fire A-om our batteries. In the 
momii^ we fonnd they had raised additional IraTerses 
to the sand-bag epaulement, which now presented a 
formidable battery of Bixrr.FocR embrasures, divided 
into four batteries of fourteen embrflsures each, and 
one of eJgld ; leaving a space at the eastern extremity, 
■B we oonoluded, for mortars. The orignal epaulement 
reradned entire, the additional merlons joining at pro- 
per intervals the ft'ont work, which served to mask the 
embramres till the batteries were finished. Several 
embrsanres of the elghl^gun battery they had already 
lined with fascines. Some additions were also made to 
the St. Carlos's battery, the parapet of which was 
lengtiteoed towards the west. The following n^ht, 
die enemy, notwithstanding a warm fire from the Gar- 
rison, erected three lai^e magazines, and began a 
fourth, In tbe rear of the siity-four-gun battery : thej 
likewise lined many of the embrasures with tascjnea, 
and raised a sand-bag traverse to cover the communica- 
tion from tbe west flank of the ^zty-four-gun battery 
to tbe parallel. 
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The 26th, the Queen Charlotte, Leonora, and 
Charles ordnauce^hips, with the St. Philip's Caatle, 
were ordered into the Mole to be rnn ashore till the 
attack wts decided. The seamen helor^ing to the 
frigates were employed also, abotit this tune, in csriTitig 
sails and yards to erect tents for a camp at Enropa, 
where tbej were to be stationed when the Governor 
ghonld think proper to order them on shore. In the 
eTenhig about ten o'clock came in a deserter, an Irish- 
man who Jbrmertj had been in oar service : he swam 
from the beach beyond Fwt St. Philip, and attempted 
to land at Bajside, but was fired upon bj their advanc- 
ed sentries. He informed us it was reported that the 
Dake bad intended tiring on the 25th, but was prevent- 
ed from flnishing his batteries so soon as be expected, 
by the heavy Ore trcaa the Garrison ; that in their 
endeavours to extinguish the flames on the preceding 
21st, the party had stisl^ed very considerable loss ; a 
colonel and seventeen men of the regiment to which ho 
belonged were killed. He corroborated the intelligence, 
by the last deserter, concerning the muuber of men in 
camp, and respecting the prevalence of desertion. 

We did not disoover any material additions the mom- 
ii^ of the 2Tth : a fifth magazine was erected ; also 
several traverses in the rear of the parallel. Another 
of the battering-ships anchored the same day off Bar- 
eelo's baUerj, i^wrt from the rest : as she swm^ round 
with the tide, we had an opportunity of viewing with 
glasses the starboard-ude, which we perceived was not 
finished like the opposite ; the bomb-proof only extend- 
ing about three parts over, leaving considerable open- 
ings between the strong uprights which supported it 
from the deck, for the coavenieot reception of men, 
protisions, and ammunition. We observed, the same 
day, a great number of boats ranged along the shore at 
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Algeiirtis. In the afternoon, the Repulse prune cune 
into Uie New mole ; and the succeeding morning the 
Fortone and Viinguard were likewise withdrawn froin 
the Baj. At night the enem; erected a number of 
traverseB in rear of th^ parallel and battery, and finish- 
ed some interior worli, as the; had done the preceding 
night, though we kept up our usual Sre. 

The enemy's squadron was rdnforced on the 28th 
with ds Spanish line-of-bsttle ships aud a xd>eqne, 
un^ a Commodore, from the west. In the course of 
the da;, two twenty-fonr-pounders, were taken up the 
hill to die gallerj above Farringdon's, for the embra- 
sures already opened ; and four hundred additional 
workmen were ordered into the works. Upwards of 
six hundred men were at this time dsily employed at 
Willis's, covering and atrengthening the flanks ; like- 
wise in forming new communicationa, with splinter- 
proofa, traverses, &c. as the new battery en^JotfetJ moat 
of the old covered ways, and rendered a thorot^b 
change necessary in those worka, before the artillery 
could be properly coTercd. The communications in 
town and at die south were therefore discontinued, till 
the above were put in the beat state of defence and 
security. At dusk, thiee Serjeants were posted upon 
the NoBTH, King's and South bastiona, to observe and 
report the enemy's ^gnals in oamp, and along the coast. 
At night, a deswter from the Walloons came over in the 
same manner as the last. He reported, that a very 
strong party was ordered for work that evening ; which 
induced the Governor to increase the firing from Wil- 
lis's, the Lines, and lower batteries. He ftirther ac- 
quainted us, that we killed numbers of their workmen ; 
and that the I5th of next month was fixed for opening 
upon the Garrison ; but that all, even the voluntevs, 
were disheartened at the vwy thoughts of the attack. 
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Ninety pieces of cannon, he likewise said, were bronghi 
info the siity-four-gan batterj ; whieli number was to 
be increased, to sappl^ tbe place of those which might 
be dvnaged, or over-heated. The night of the ^th, 
the enem; raised more traverses, and began communi- 
cationa to their lOagazines ; a hondred and fifty-three 
of the former were erected behind the long boyau. 
Tbt>y also worked upon the mortar-batteries. 

It wax about tins period, that the Spanish tweuty-»x- 
pcranderf, with other guns of the same heavy nature, 
were distributed on the sea-lioe in room of ordnance of 
smaller calibre, which nere mounted in their places 
agiuiist the enemy's batteries. By this disposition, the 
Duke would not have it in his power to return any of 
the shot we fired, as his cannon were all twraity-six' 
pounders ; and the Goveraor was enabled to retaliate 
on their Bhip[.ing, those shot which he had received 
from the land ; annoytTig them by this means with their 
own weapam. Towards the conclusion of the month, 
the influenza had almost disappeared ; the worting- 
parlies were therefore reinforced, though the heavy 
duty of the guards would with difficulty permit it ; on 
the 29th, the Engineers paraded upwards of seventeen 
hundred workmen, including non-commissioned offi- 
cers. The enemy, on the night of the 29th, rdsed 
merlons for four embrasures, joinii^ ttie semicircular 
■and-b^ epaulement, east of St. Carlos'a battery. Six 
battering-ships were at anchor off Barcelo's battery oa 
the 30th. The same day, our seamen were ordered on 
shore, to encamp at Em-opa. At night, the Artillery, 
in addition to their former fire, opened the Grand bat- 
tery : it did not however prevent the enemy from plat- 
forming the sisty-fonr-gun battery, and making further 
additions to the mortar-bstteries. They also lined with 
fascines the embrosures of the semicircular four-gun 
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batterj. Manj hundred mules were still employed in 

bringii^ claj and fiiactnes to the psrallel. Our fire 

was very deBtructive amongst these animids, as well la 

their workmen ; two, three, and aometimea more of 

the former, baing frequently seen dead on tiie saods at 

day-break. 

Om- enfpnears, bj the close of the month, 'had ex- 
tended Landport cheeaax-de-frUe to the causeway, and 
begun the other across the Innndalion. Carpenters 
wwre also engf^^ in cMssoningthe Bojal and Green'* 
lodge batteries, and riuring new traverses at those poBta. 
The enemy's squadron in the Bay at thia period wo 
as follows : four lin(>-of-battle ships, and one of fif^ 
guDB (on board of which was the fl^), two frigates, 
three cutlers, four bomb-ketches, and smaller armed 
veisela, were at Algeziras ; two ships of the line were 
at anchor off the Orangc^^Te ; and a frigate with an 
armed brig, was at Cabrita. To these we may add the 
battering-ships and gun-boats. Since two of the men 
of war had removed nearer the enemy's camp, boats 
f dU of soldiers were frequendy observed goi:^ on board 
them; and as the guns were seen to be drawn back 
from the porta, and soddenly run out again, whilst the 
troops were on board, we suspected that thftj were 
pracliung to work the guns, previous to their embark- 
ing on board the battering-ship^. 

Affiurs seemed now drawing to a crisis : and, ai 
every appearance indicated that the attack would not 
long bo deferred, the inhabitants, iqiprehensive of the 
consequences, were wonderfully active in securing them- 
selvea and their property. The besiegers wronght hard 
the night of the 31 st : two cross-communications, lined 
with fiuQineB, were thrown up from the long boyan, 
leading to the parallel ; one to the western flank of the 
ity-four-gun battery, the other to the westward ol 
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the Hahon battery. Fire trnverses were aJeo erected 
within eBch of the new mortar-batteries, and me^t^ 
Daen for ammumtion begun near them, joining the pa- 
ralle). We imagined the; were Ukewise employed in 
bringing down ordnance to the advanced works. Our 
artillery amused them with a brisk fire : but the Go- 
vernor rather objected to anch a quantity of powder 
being at this time expended, as he was of opinion they 
were now too well covered in their batteries to be much 
annoyed; and wenugbt afterwardji have moreoccaaion 
fat the ammunition. 

The evenii^ of the 1st of September, a small boat, 
manned with English lajlora, sailed for Portugal. 
Lieut. Campbell, of the navy, suled in her with dis- 
patches from the Governor for England. At ntght 
tiie enemy erected an epaulement of sand-bags, appa- 
rently for two guns, adjoining the west flank of the 
Mahun battery ; and raised, several tasrines in height, 
the new communications. Some additions were like- 
wise made to the magazines. Long strings of mules 
still continued brii^;ing down fascines and other mate- 
rials, which were deposited in different parts of their 
works. We imagined these animals also brought down 
shot and shells, as their piles in the artillery-park were 
considerably diminished. In the Garrison, our engin- 
eers were indefiitigable in nudog defences agtunst these 
formidable batteries ; and coals were distributed to the 
grates and fiunaces for beating shot. 

We perceived very little alteration in the operations 
of our opponents on the 3d : they lined the embrasures 
of the new two-gnn battery, and added to the cross- 
communications. In the course of the day, thdr sqoa- 
dron was reinforced with two French men of war from 
the eastward ; which were conducted into the Bay by a 
Spanish frigate. The 4th, the enemy removed the 
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guns ftom the two fourteen-^D-batferies in the linei, 
and dismouDted most of the ordnance in the mortar 
batteries ; probablj to repair the beds and platforms. 
Theremoving of the cannon from the former gave iiano 
small pleasure, as we had experienced more fatal effects, 
during their late wanton bombardment and cannonade 
&om those batteries, than from an; other in their lines. 
The guns, we supposed, were brought forward to the pa> 
r»llel i for we observed ten in the eastern eitremitj of 
the uxt;.four-gun battery. In the forenoon, 16 boats, 
with mantlets or barricades in the bow, came from the 
river Palmones, and anchored off the landing-piace be- 
jond-Point Mala ; these, we concluded, were for the 
sevaltack. About sun-set, those battering-ships which 
were finished, removed from Algeiii-as to the Orange- 
grove : they sailed rather heavily, and used sweeps, 
notwithstanding the breeze. About the same time, two 
grand salutes were fired by the French men (^war. 

During the night of the 4th, the enemy's parties 
masked the six western embrasures of the St. Martin*s 
battery, and raised the parapet with iascines, intending, 
as we imagined, to convert it into a mortar-battery, as 
MX mortars were seen, on the preceding day, lying in 
the rear. The howitzers were also removed from the 
Centre redoubt, and some additions made to the epau- 
lement, in front of the St. Paschal's battery, which was 
now completed for eight mortars. They likewise su, k 
four deep excavations behind the eastern ttoyau, as re- 
aervoirs for water, in case of fire. At night, another 
battering'ship joined the others at the Orange^rove: 
soon afterwards, the enemy shipped powder on board 
them from the pier - Early on the 6th, a lai^e body of 
men marched in a very irregular manner from Algezi - 
ros to the camp. We imagined they were the artificers 
who bad been employed upon the ships, and were en- 
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camped south of the towei' ; half of which camp wm 
nowttruck. During the daj, twenty-nine aqnare-sailed 
boats arrived (under conroj of an armed brig from 
the westj, and, with upwards of 120 from Alge- 
ziras, assembled in a line off Bocadillo Point, at the 
month of tha Guadaranque. A large floating battery, 
wBi also towed out, and anchored at tha entraucs of 
the Palmonee. Towards evening, about five hundred 
men, eaoorted b; a body of caval^, embarked from the 
[Her, on board the battering-ships : the singular mode 
of conducting them to the beach could not fful to at- 
tract onr notice, and to cause in us some degree of snr- 
priss. About Mght in the evening, a deserter came in 
from the regiment of N^les ; he reported that the Sth 
was named for the grand attack, and that all hands 
were actively employed in completing every thing in 
the several departments. 

Few adtUtions were perceived on the eth; some 
Bandbaga were placed on the mortar-battery of the St. 
hfartin's. In the forenoon, more boats joined the 
others at Rocadillo, from the west : the floating-bat- 
tery was likewise towed to the pier near Point Mala. 
The Governor, the same day, made some new arrange- 
ments in the Garrison detail. An additional field-of- 
ficer was ordered to mount in the lines, to be indepen- 
dent of the Reld officer in town ; and die field ofiicers 
of the day, in future, were directed to make such dis- 
position of the guards, pickets, and ordnance in their 
several districts, on every occasion, as speared to be 
most for the benefit of tiie service. A subaltern was 
added to the New-mole guard, who was at night to be 
detached with twenty men to the Mole-head ; and the 
pickets in foture were ordered to mount (iilly accou- 
tred, with ammunition complete. The 39th regiment 
was also ordered to town ; the battalion compaues to 
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pncamp id South-port ditch, and the ^enadiers and 
Ijgfat in&otry to be quartered in the picket- jard bomb- 
proofs, before occupied by port of the 72d regiment, 
who on this digpositioD joined the rest of their regiment 
in Mont^ue's and King's baitioTU. 

The enemj'a works oa the knd side were now arery 
hour advancing to perfection : but the Duke's attention 
towards completing them eeemed so entirely to ei^age 
him, ai in a great measure to prevent hia taking the 
prudent precautjone necessary for their defence. The 
adnmced batteries in the parallel were mtber nnfioish- 
ed (though nearly completed), or midergoing such 
alterations, that the materials in their vicinity greatly 
<dMtrncted the use of the ordnance i^ich were mount- 
ed ; and their batteries in the lines (except the forts) 
were in a similar situation ; the cannon, to permit the 
necessary repdrs, being totally removed from some, and 
the mortars drawn back or <Usmonnted in others. The 
fbrts, and some few mortar-batteries, were therefore 
the only defences left to protect these immense works 
from insult and attack. This state of their works pre- 
sented an opportunity, in some respects not unlike that 
which General Eliott had embraced in the preceding 
year, when, by an unexpected sally, he gloriously d^ 
stroyed the labours of so many months. The honour, 
however, of causing a second i^sgrace, was reserved for 
Lieutenant- General Boyd, the Lieutenant Governor, 
who, in the forenoon of the 6th, recommended, by letter 
to the Governor, the immediate use of red-hot shot 
Bgslnst the lacd-batteries of the besiegers. General 
Eliott Bcqmesced in the proposal, and immediately 
ordered Major Lewis, the Commandant of the artilterj, 
to wut on Lieid. General Boyd for his instructions and 
commands, submitting entirely to him the execution of 
he attack wbieh be had projected. In consequence 
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of the GoTtrnor'a assent, preparations wore instantly 
made; and in a short time every thing was properly 
arranged for the service. In the interval, we must 
not however omit to take notice of the enemy's opera- 

Early the morning of the 7th, several giin-boats were 
discovered off the Old-mole head, retiring firom the 
Garrison ; which we imagined had been sounding nnder 
cover of the night. The Garrison orders of this day 
contained the following arrangements. " The marine 
" hrigade (which composed a corps of about nine hun- 
" dred men) to take rank on shore according to the 
" King's regulations ; Captain Curtis as colonel with 
" the rank of brigadier, CaptaJn Gibson as lient«nant- 
" colonel, Ci^t^ Bradahaw as major, eight lientenants 
" as captains, eighteen midshipmen as ensigns ; and the 
" brigade to mount Europa-advajioe and Little-bay 
" guards. A picket of the line to he detached every 
" evening to the Prince's lines, and an additional aub- 
" allem at the same time to Landport. One c^tain 
" and eight privates to be added to Waterport guard, 
" whence a detachment of a subaltern and thirty men 
" was to be sent, at sun-set, to the Old-mole head ; 
" which at second gun-fire was to be joined hy one of 
" the ci^tiuns. Twelve privates to the maia guard. 
" One seijeant, nine privates, and a gunner, to Ragged- 
" staff; detaching a serjeant and ^x men, with the 
" gunner, at retreat-beating, to the Wliarf-head." The 
alarm-postiS were also fixed as follows : " The d9th 
" flask companies, to take post on the North-bastion 
" town : three hattahon companies of the same rcgi- 
" meat, the South bastion ; the remaining five, at Rag- 
" ged-staff; extending towards the eight>gun basdon. 
" The 72d regiment ; right, the NorUi-bastion town : 
" left, Orange's bastion, extending as faz further from 
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" the King's bastion m possible. The 73d regiment, 
" (whicb WM quartered at the southward) to take post 
" on the left of the 72d, toward* the Sonth baation, 
" C^it^ Martin's company of artillery, the Grand 
" batter; and Waterport. Captun Lloyd's company, 
" the lUng*! and Sonth baationa. BaiOADisB Gehe- 
" Kii. PicTON to command the corps in town. The 
" Hanoverian brigade, from the eight-gun bastion 
" south, to Prince Edward's battery inclusive, undirr 
" the command of Lieut. Colonel Dachenhauaen. The 
" 50th regiment. Sooth parade. The 12th regiment, 
" New-mole parade. The 97th wgiment, Roaia pa- 
" rade. The 6Bth repment, in front of their encamp- 
" ment, detaching a flank company through the hole in 
" the wall upon Windmill-hill, to rdnforce Europa. 
" advance guard." (This regiment was to reodve 
orders from Brigadier CurtiB). " The engineera and 
" artificers in two divisions, one to assemble at the Es- 
" planade town, the other at the Esplanade south." 
It was reoommended at the same time to the command- 
ing officers, to have a lofficient reserve in case of de- 
ficiencieB, and to pay particular attention to the flanks 
and redana which commanded the front of the Lino- 
wall. 

As the above ezbibita the Governor's disposition of 
the troops, it will not be improper to insert in this 
place a detail of the guards which mounted in the Gar- 
rison at tias period, nith the strength of the Gar- 
rison, and men d«ly on duty. The strength of the 
Garrison, with the marine brigade (including the of- 
ficers), in September, was about seven thotisand five 
hundred men ; upwards of four hundred of whom 
were in the hospital. The number daily upon duty is 
ahowD in the following abjitract : — 
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Ouardi, - - - 1091 

Pickels (including the Additions of the 12tb). 613 

Working-parties, under the Chief Ea^eer and the 
Quarter-Muter Genera], . . 1726* 

Total 3430 

bendcfl many who were conttantlj emplojed u ord«r- 
lieg aod aasistaiits in the hospital, tmd in ottier depart- 
menb in the Garrison. 
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In the ereDtng of the 7tl), & little before midnight, 
two large lights iqtpeared on the shore west of the 
OrAnge-grave, forming & right line with our Grand 
battery ; and at the same time, two similar fires were 
seen behind Fort St. Philip j whence, if a line was pro- 
duced, it would to appearanoe have intersected the for- 
mer, about eight or nine hundred jards to the north- 
west of the Old-mole head. These unusual signals 
made many coiyectm-e that the enemj were sounding 
in that quarter. A few rounds were accordingly fired 
at interrab in that direction ttom the North bastion. 

By the morning of the 8th, the preparations, in the 
department of the artillery, under General Boyd's di- 
rections, were completed ( and the success of the attach 
in a great measure depending upon emhradog the fa- 
vourable moment, it was no longer deferred. At seven 
o'clopk, the town-guards being relieyed, thefiringcora- 
raenced from all the northern batteries which bore upon 
the western part of the parallel, and was sapported 
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through the day with admirabla vii-ftcitj. Tba effect 
of the red-hot chot and cnrcaeses exceeded onr most 
sanguine ezpectatkms. In & few hours, the Mabon 
battery of six guns, with the battery of two goiu on its 
fltuik, and great part of the actjoining parallel, were on 
Bre ; and the fliunes, notwithslandii^ the enemy's ex- 
ertiona to extiognish them, burnt so rapidly, that the 
whole of those works before night were consumed. 
TTie St. Carlos's and St. Martin's batteries however 
on this occasion escaped the iate which they bad for- 
merly experienced. They were nevertheless bo much 
deranged b; the breaches made to obstruct the oEFeets 
of the carcasses, &c. that the enemy were under the 
necessity of takhig down the greatw part. 

The enemy, fbr near an hour, continoed silent spee- 
tatoTB of our cannonade. About ught, theyflredafew 
gnns from the St. Martin's battery ; and between nine 
and ten, returned otir flre ftM)ni Forts St. Philip and 
Barbara, with the seven-gun battery in the lines, and 
toon after from eight new mortar-batteries in the pa- 
rallel. This tardiness in returning our fire, in some 
degree we attributed to the works being confused with 
materials, and some of the batteries being delicieat in 
ammunition. It might however be owing to want of 
discretionary orders, as an officer of rank was observed 
to enter the lines about the time when their cannonade 
became general ; a r^nforcement also marched down 
from the camp. 

The astonishing bravery displayed by the enemy in 
diur repeated attempts to extinguish the flames, could 
not fiiil to attract our particnlar notice. Urged on 
most probably by emulation, they performed prodigies 
of valour ; so that their loss, under so weU-direi:ted a 
Rre, most have been very considerable. The French 
brigade, we afterwards understood, had a hundred and 
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fbr^ killed and wounded. If the Spanish cMuak bore 
an eqaat proportion, their muted loss has greatlj ex- 
ceeded our calcuIatioDS. 

Abont four o'clocV in the anemoon, the caaDonade 
abated on both sides, and the enemj soon after were 
totally silent, though we conUoued our usual lire. 
The Garrison had two or three killed, and Beveral 
wounded. Lieut. Boag, of the artillery, and Ensign 
Gordon, of the 58th r^ment, were of the latter num- 
ber. The former officer had been wounded before : 
on this occasion he was pouting a gun from Hanover 
batlerj in the lioea, when a Bhell fell in the batterj. 
He had scarcelj time to throw himself down in an em- 
brasore, when the shell burst, and fired (he gun under 
the muzzle of which he lay. The report immediately 
deprived him of hearing, and it waa some time before 
he recovered a tolerable use of that faculty. Ma- 
jor Martin, of the same corps, had likewise a very for- 
tunate escape from a twenty-six-pounder, which shot 






the cock of his hat close to the c. 



this anecdote, because it is commonly believed, that if 
a CBonon-ball, of this diameter, passes bo near the head 
of a person, it is generally fatal. The Major was con- 
siderably stunned with the wind of the shot, but eipe- 
nenced little further icju)-^, In the forenoon of the 
6tb, two more ships of the line removed to the Orange 
grove, foUowed some time afterwards by twenty-two 
gun and mortar-boats ; and in the evening, ona of the 
French men of war joined them from Algeziras. In 
the course of the day, a number of troops were em- 
barked on board such of the hattering-ships as were 
finished ; and at night, our artillery replaced the am- 
munition in the expense-magazines, which bad been 
used to such good purpose in the morning. 

This unexpected insult, undoubtedly precipitatecl the 
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Duke's meaaurea ; and b; provaking him to the attack 
before the prepsrationa in the other department* were 
ready to combine with him in a, general and powerfal 
effort against tlie Garrison, served greatly to trustrata 
the enterprise. Apprehensive, prohjiblj, that, elated 
by our good fortune, we might renew our attempts 
finally to destroy those works which hod escaped, the 
Duke determined to avoid the blow (which also might 
be in other respects fatal in its consequences) by npan- 
itlg his battericB, even in their unfinished slate. Ao- 
toated, most probably, by these motives, the embra- 
sures of the new batteries were unmasked during the 
night of the 8th ; and the succeeding morning, at day- 
break, we were surprised to find every appearance in 
their worka for firing upon tbe Garrison. Two rock- 
ets from the forts in the lines were the signals Co be- 
gin ; and the aannonade commenced at half past five 
o'oleok, with a volley of about sLrfy ahella from all their 
mortar batteries in the parallel, succeeded by a, gene- 
ral discharge of their cunnon, amounting, in the whole, 
to about a hundred and seventy pieces of ordnance, all 
of large caRbre : — a diachw^, I believe, not to be paral- 
leled I Th^r firing was powerful, and entirely directed 
agwnst our worka ; but was nol, after the firat round, 
altogether so tremendous as we had reason to expect 
from such a train of artillery. At intervals, from ten 
to twenty shells were in the air at the same moment, 
though their effects were not equal to the numbers ec- 
pended. The town, southward of the King's bastion, 
was little affected ; but the northern front, and line- 
wall leading from the Grand-parade to the North bas- 
tion, were exceedingly warm ; and the Lines and Land- 
port were greatly annoyed by the shelU from the how- 
itzers, whiob were distributed in various parts of their 
parallel. Mont^[u/a and Orange's bastions seemed 
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to be the centre of the enemy's cross fire i whilst the 
iine-waU ia their Ticioit; wm taken i reeerg, bj the 
shot which pused over the lines from the Bizty-four 
gnn lattery. 

Not imaginii^, from the rough appearance of the 
enemy's works, that they could posdbly retaliate so 
soon, the guards and pickets at the north end of the 
Garrison were for some time exposed, and some casu- 
flls occurred i hot we soon discovered whence we were 
chiefly annoyed, and consequently became more cau- 
tious. Lieut. Wharton, of the 73d r^ment, was dan- 
gerotisly wounded at Laodport. 

Whilst the land-batteries were thus ponring forth thmr 
vengeance upon the nortiiern front, nine liue-of-battle 
ships, inclu^ng those under the French flag, got under 
the Orange^grore, and, pasung along the Garrison, dis- 
chai^ed several broadsides at the works, and particularly 
at a settee wliich had just arrived under our guns from 
Alters. Wlien this squadron liad got round Enropa 
Point, they suddenly wore, and, returning along the 
Enropa, Rosia, and New mole batteries, commenced a 
heavy fire upon the GarrtBon. The marine brigade 
and artillery returned the salute till they passed, when 
the men of war returned to the eastward. Ahont the 
same time that the enemy were thus amusing us at 
the southward, fifteen gnu and mortar boats approached 
the town, and continued their fire for some time ; but 
the artillery giving them a warm reception from the 
King's bastion, two of them were towed off with pre- 
cipitation, and the rest retired in great disorder. One 
was thought to be very considerably dami^^ ; 
and some imagined that her gon was thrown over-board 
to save ber (roia sinking. 

Tlus mode of annoying us on all sides exactly oorre&< 
ponded with the amounts which we had received of the 
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plan of attack dictated by Mon^eur <!' Arcon, the French 
engineer, who snperintended the enemy's preparation. 
The; hoped probabl; to coofound and overwhelm ua, 
by presenting to ua destruction under such variotu 
forms, and b; the euormoua quantity of tire which the/ 
poured in upoa the Gorriton. The Gover nor however 
(Ud not approve of hia troops being thus subjected to be 
harassed at thur pleasure, and resolved tiierefore, if 
possible, to put a stop to thdr sea-attacks. For this 
purpose the furnaces and grates for heating shot, at the 
New mole, were ordered to be lighted : and some 
arrangements took place in the ordnance upon Wind- 
mill-hilL Towards dmk, the enemy abated in the fire 
from then- cazmon ; iuoreadug however in the ezpeH' 
ditore of shells, which, being generally fired with short 
fuses, broke in the air. This practice seemed well 
calcniated for the purposes in view. In the day, they 
could observe with greater certainty the efiTect of theb 
shot, and alter as drcumstances directed : the firii^ at 
night must unavoidably be leu depended upon ; sheila 
were tlierefore burst over the beads of our workmen, 
to prevent them, if possible, from repairing at night the 
damage rec^ved in the day. It did not nevertheless 
obstruct the duties in the department of the engineers ; 
and the artillery were not hindered jrom further com- 
pleting the expense-magazines with ammianition. The 
97th regiment was now so &r recovered, as for some 
time to assist in the fat^ue and duties of the Garrison ; 
and this day the officOTS, with a hundred men, were 
added to the general roster. The town guards were 
also ordered to assemble in Southport ditch. 

The enemy's men of war (as we expected) repeated 
their attack very early on the morning of the lOtb. 
Each ship carried a light at her mizen-peok ; but they 
did not approach near enough to produoe much e^ect. 
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We received them with a well-snpported fire ; and the 
aeit momii^ observed one of them at anchor, with her 
bow-sprit unshipped, at Algeziras. The remainiii? 
eight renewed their catinooade about nine in the fore- 
noon, and killed two of the marine brigade, and wound- 
ed a aerjeant of artillerj and two others. After &\ef 
had passed aa before, the; wore ship, apparently with 
an intention of continuing their visits, but suddenly put 
about, and anchored off the Orange-grove, We wfire 
afternarda informed, that the discovery of a red-hot 
shot on board one of the ships, was the immediate cau^e 
of this hastj manceuvre. 

The enemj continoed their firing fl-om the bthmua, 
recommencing at morning gon-flre on the 1 0th from 
their gun-batteries. At seven o'clock, including the 
expenditure on the 8th, thej had discharged five thou- 
sand five hundred and twenty-seven shot, and two thou- 
sand three hmidred and two shells, exclusive of the 
number fired bj the men of war and mortar-boata. 
The Garrison, on the contrary, took no further notice 
of them, than to return a few rounds firom the terrace- 
batteries at their workiiig-puiies, who were repairing 
the dam^e done on the 8th, and completing the rest 
of their works. In the course of the da;, the Brilliant 
and Porcu^nne frigates were scuttled by the navy in 
the New mole ; and at night the engineers, with a work- 
ing-party, cleared the lines of rubbish, and restored those 
traverses which had been demolished. At night, the 
enemy's fire was ander the same regulation as the [o-e- 
ceding evening. 

The next morning, when our guards were relieving, 
a signal was made at the Tower, near the quarry, under 
the Queen of Spain's Ctuiir ; and the enemy's cannonade 
became excessively brisk ; fortunately few casuals oc- 
curred. Their firing, when this object ceased to amuse 
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them, seemed to be priocipally directed agwnat the ob- 
stniotiona at Uodport, and in that part of the Garri. 
son. Many of the palisides in the covered way were 
destroyed, and the chmaux-de-friie considerably injur- 
ed: artificers were however coagtanfly detached lo 
repair those breaches ; bo that the wboie were kept in 
ft better state than might be expected. In the after- 
noon, we began to conclude, that the attack with the baf- 
tering-ships was no longer to be deferred. Several de- 
taohmenls of soldiers embarked from the eamp, and 
others were rtanding on the neighbouring eminences ■ 
which, with the appearance, in the evening, of signals 
I^e those whieh we obserred on the night of the 7tb, 
led as to unagine that every preparation was complete ; 
«.d the wmd at that time blowing gently i„ the Bav, 
from the north-west, favoured our conjecture. Land' 
port and Waterport guards were immediately reinforc- 
ed, theftroaces and grates for heatingshot werelight- 
ed,_^d the arbllery ordered tfl man the batteries. 

rhus prepared, we waited then- appearance (for it 
seemed to be the general opinion, that the battering. 
ships would advance, and be moored in the night that 
they might be less eiposed to annoyance in this 'duty 
and open with greater effect together at day-break) 
Oar attention was however called oflp from (he Bay to 
the land-side, where file enemy had set fire to the bar 
n^ of Bay-side and Forbes', ; and the whole of those 
pRhsades, to the water's edge, were instantly involved 
in flames. The northern guards and pickets were un 
mediately under arms, and a smart discharge of mus 
keb7 was directed upon several parties, which, by the 
.light of the fire, were discovered in the meadows. The 
enemy increasing thch- bombardment, and nothing new- 
happening m consequence of (he confl^ation the 
piciietF and guards were remanded under coer; but 
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the •rtiUery continued upoD the batteriea. We had 
■CMToel; recovered iWim this alarm, before th« gnn and 
morUr boaU, with the bomb-ketchee, began to bombard 
the uorthero &out, taking their stations off the King's 
bhstion, extending towards Fort St. Philip. They 
commenced about an hour afl«r midnight ; and their 
fire, added to that of the loDd-battcriea, exceedinp;!; 
annojed Waterport and iti vicinitj. The out'picketa 
were again under arms, but providentiaLly our loss was 
tri^ng. We returned a few rounds from the Sea-line, 
but still disregarded the batteries ou the Isthmus ; ez- 
ceptii^ when Uieir workmen appeared, or were thought 
to be employed. Major Lewis, Commandant of the 
artillery, was unfortunately amongst the woanded. 
The confinement of this active ofiicer at this critical 
junctore, wight have been highly prejudicial to the 
service, had not his seconds been of confirmed ability 
and experience : owing to their united exertions, the 
several duties in that complicated and important depart- 
ment were conducted witii harmony and success. 

When the gun-boats retired, nothing new occurred 
till the morning of the 12th: thMP firbg continned to 
be supported at the average of four thousand rounds in 
the twenty-four hours. About eight o'clock, reports 
were received from Europa guard, that a bi^ fleet 
had appeared from the westward. The i«iad was brisk, 
and we had scarcely time to form any conjectures con- 
cerning them, ere they approached the Bay ; and prov- 
ed to be the Coubined Fi.eets of FaxHCB and Spun, 
consisting of seven three-deckers, and thirty-one ships 
of two decks ; with three fi-^ates and a number of 
xebeques, bomb-ketches, and hospital-ships ; the whole 
under the command of len Admirals, and a broad pen- 
dant. In the afternoon, they were all at anchor between 
(he Orange-grove and Algeiiras. 
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Thia great accumulation of force could not fail to 
surprbe, if not idarm the GarrUon. It ftppesred as if 
they meant, previous to thdr final efforts, to strike, if 
possible, a terror throi^h their opponents, b; diaplaj- 
ing before QB a more powerful armament, than had pro- 
bity ever been brought against any fortress. Fortj- 
EOTen sail of the line, including three inferior two-deck- 
ers ; t«n battering-ships, deemed perfect in design, and 
esteemed inrinmble, carrjing 212 guns ; innumera- 
ble frigitea, xebeques, bomb-ketches, cutlers, gun and 
mortar boats, and smaller croft for disembarking men ; 
these were assembled in the Baj. On the land side 
were most stupendous and strong batteries and works, 
mounting 200 pieces of heavy ordnance, and protected 
by an army of near forty thousand men, commanded by 
a victorious and active General, of the highest reputa- 
tion, and animated with the immediate presence of two 
Princes of the Royal Blood of France, with other dig- 
nified personages, and many of their own nobility. 
Such a naval and military spectacle, most certainly is 
not to be equalled in the annals of war. From such 
a combination of power, and favourable concurrent cir- 
cumstances, it was natural enough that the Nation 
should anticipate the most glorious consequences. In- 
deed their confidence in the effect to be produced by 
the battering-ships, passed all bounds ; and in the en- 
thusiasm excited by the magnitude of their prepara- 
tions, it was thought highly criminal even to whisper a 
doubt of the success. 

In drawing these flattering concluaons, the enemy, 
however, seemed entirely to have overlooked the na- 
ture of that force which was opposed to them ; for, 
though the Garrison scarcely consisted of more than 
seven thousand cfTectivemen, includingthe Marine bri- 
gade, they forgot that they were now veterans in thin 
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service, had been a loi^ time habituated bi the effects 
of srtiliery, and were prepared bj degrees fortheardu- 
ous conflict that awiuted them. We were, at the same 
tilne, commanded by Officers of approved courage 
prudence and abiUt; ; eminent for all the accomplish, 
ments of their profession, and in whom we had un- 
bounded confidence. Onr spirits too were not a liltia 
elevated b; the success attending tho recent practice 
of firing red-hot shot, which in this attack, we" hoped, 
would enable us to hring our labours to a period, and 
relieve us from the tedious cruelty of a veiatious 
blockade- 
Before the Garrison had well discovered the force 
of their new visitors, an occurrence happened, which, 
though trifling in itself, I trust, I shall he excused for 
inserting. When the van of the Combined Fleet had 
entered the Bay, and the soldiers in town were atten- 
tively viewing the ships, alleging, amongst other rea- 
sons for their arrival, that the British fleet must un- 
doubtedly be in pursuit ; on a sudden, a general huaza 
was given, and all, to a man, cried out, the British Ad- 
miral was certainly in their rear, aa a flag for a fleet 
was hoisted upon our signal-house pole. For some mo- 
ments the flattering idea was indulged ; but our hopes 
were soon damped by the sudden disappearance of the 
signal. We were afterwards informed by the guard 
at that post, that what our creative fancies had ima- 
^ned to be a flag, was nothing more than an Eagle, 
which, after several evolutions, had perched a few mi- 
nutes on the westernmost pole, and then flew away to- 
wards the east. Though less superstitious than the an- 
cient Homans, many could not help fancying it a fa- 
vourable omen to the Garrison ; and tht event of the 
succeeding day justified the prognostication. 

In the morning of the 12th, the Governor reinforced 
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ilie piclcet) of the line ; nine of nhich, in future, 
stationed in town, and distributed aa follows ; t' 
Waterport, two at Landport, two in the Lines, and 
the remaining three in the picket-jard, with the field- 
officer of the town district. The other picliet of the 
line was stationed at the southward. The following 
return specifies the strength of the pickets at this pe- 



In the evening, about dusk, a number of men were 
observed to embiu-k from the Orange-grove, on board 
the battering-ships ; which, with the presence of the 
fleet, and the wind blowing favotirably, induced us tn 
conclude tiiat the important attack was not long to be 
deferred. 

The enemy's cannoDade was continued, almost on 
the same scale as the preceding days, during the night 
of the 12fh. The next morning, we observed the Com- 
bined fleet had made apme new arrangements in their 
position or moorings^' and that the remaining two bat- 
tering-ships had joined the others at the Orange-grove, 
where their whole force seemed to be assembled. 
About a ([uarter before seven o'clock, some motions 
were observed amongst their shipping ; and soon at^er, 
the battertng- ships got under w»j, with a gcnlle 
breeze-from the north-west, standing to the southward, 
to clear the men of war t and were attended by a number 
of boats. As our Navy were constantly of opinion that 
the ships would be brought before the Gairison in the 
night, few suspected that the present manreuvres were 
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(separator; to their finally eDtering on the inleresting 
enterprise : but abaerving a, crowd of spectators on 
the beach, near Point Mala, and apoD tiie neighbouring 
emiuencei, and the ihips ed^og down towards the Gar- 
rison, the Governor tboi^ht it woald be imprudent any 
longer to doubt it. The Town-batterie* were accord- 
ingly manned, and the grates and furnaces for beatii^ 
^t ordered to be lighted. 

Thus prepared for their reception, ve had leisure 
to Dotioe the enemy's evolations. The ten Battering- 
ih^ after leaving the men of war, mire to the north ; 
and a little past nine o'clock, bore down in admirable 
order f<w thwr several stations ; the Admiral in a two- 
decker, mooring aJwat nine hundred yards o£F the 
King's bastion j the others successively taking their 
places to the right and left of the flag-ship, in a masterly 
manner : the most distant belog about eleven or twelve 
hnndred yards from the Garrison. Our Artillery 
allowed the enemy every reasonable advantage, in per- 
mitting them , without molestation, to choose their dis- 
tance ; bnt as soon as the fu-M ship dropped her anchors, 
which was about a quarter before ten o'clock, that in- 
stant our firing commenced. The enemy were com- 
pletely moored in little more than ten minutes. The 
CBononade than became in a, high degree tremendous. 
The showers of shot and shells which were directed 
IVom their land- batteries, the battering- ships, and, on 
Ibe other hand, from the various works of the Garrison, 
exhibited a scene, of which perhaps nether the pen nor 
the pencil can iuniieh a competent idea. It is suffident 
to say, that todr HnnnitED pieces of the heaviest artil- 
lery were playing at the same moment : an iustance 
which has scarcely occurred in any siege ^nce the in- 
vention of those wonderful engines of destruction. 

After some hours cannonade, the battering-ships 
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were found to be no lesa foraudnble than thej had baen 
represented. Our heaviest sheila often reboimded from 
their tops, whilst the thirt]'-two-poiiDd shot seemed in- 
capable of making any visible impression upon their 
halls. Freqnentl; we flattered om^selves they were on 
fire ; but no sooner did the smoke appear, than, with 
the moet perserving intrepiditj, men were observed ap- 
plying water, from their engines within, to those places 
whence the Bmoke issued. These circumstances, with 
the prodi^oiu cannonade which the; maintuned, gave 
us reason to imagine that the attack would not be so 
soon decided, as, from cor recent success against their 
land-batteries, we had fondly expected. 'ETen the Ar. 
tillerj themselves, at this period, had their doubts of 
the effect of the red-hot shoi, which began to be used 
about twelve, but were not general till between one 
and two o'clock. The enemy's cannon at the com- 
mencement were too much elevated ; hut about noon 
their firing was jiowerful, and well directed. Our 
casuals then became numerous ; particularly on those 
batteries north of the King's bastion, which were warm- 
ly annoyed by the enemy's Jtanking and reverie fire 
from the land. Though so veiatiously annoyed tVom 
the Isthmus, our Artillery totally disregarded th^ 
opponents in that quarter, directing their sole attention 
to the battering-ships, the furious and spirited oppoai- 
tioo of which served to eicite oar people to more ani- 
mated exertions. A Are, more tremendont if posuble 
than ever, wu therefore directed from the Garrison. 
lacessant showers of hot balls, carcasses, and shells of 
every species, fiew from all quarters ; and as the masts 
of several of the ships were shot away, and the rigging 
of all in great coofuMon, our hopes of a favourable and 
speedy decision began to revive. 

About noon their mortar^boats and bomb-ketches 
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uttempted to second the attack from the ships ; but 
the wind having changed to the south-west, and bloW' 
ing a smart breeze, with a heavy swell, thej were pre- 
vented taking a part in the action. The same reason 
aim hindered our gun-boats from flanking the batter- 
iog-shipa from the southward. 

For some hours, the attack aud defence were bo 
equally well supported, as scarcely to admit any appear- 
HOCe of Buperiority in the cannonade on either side. 
The wonderJiiL construction of the shipa seemed to bid 
defiance to the powors of the heaviest ordnaaee. In 
the afWnoon, howevw, the &ce of thii^ b^an to 
change considerably. The emoke which had been ob- 
served to issue from the npp«r part of the flag-ttap 
speared to prevail, notwitlistaQdiDg the constant ap- 
plication of water ; and the Admiral's Second was 
perceived to be in the same condition. Conxion was 
now apparent on board several of the Teasels ; and by 
tba evening their cannonade was considerably abated. 
About seven or Nght it dmost totally oeosed, excepting 
from one or two ships to the northward, whu^ from 
their distance, had suffered little injury. 

When their firing began to slacken, various signals 
were made from the soathemmost ships ; and as the 
evening advanced, many rockets were thrown up, to 
inform their friends (as we afterwards learned) of their 
extreme danger and distress. These signals were im- 
mediately answered, and several boats were seen to row 
round the disabled ships. Our artillery, at this period, 
must have caosed dreadinl havock amongst them. An 
indisdnct clamonr, with lamentable cries and groans, 
proceeded (during die short intervals of cessation) from 
all quarters ; and a little before midnigfat, a vrreck 
floated in, apon whioh were twelve men, who only, 
out of threescore which were on board their lanndi, 
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had GAoaped. These drcnmsbuicea convinced ne that 
we had guned an advantage over the enemj ; jet we 
did not conceive that the victoij was so complete as 
the succeediug moruiog eTinced. Our firing was 
therefore continned, though vith leei vivacitj : hot as 
the artiller;, from such ahard-foi^ht daj, exposed to 
the iotenae heat of a nana snu, in addition to the ha- 
Tasaii^ duties of the preceding n^t, were much fa. 
tigued ; and as it was imposuble to foresee what new 
objects might demand thedr service the following daj ; 
the Governor, about sii in the evening, when the ene- 
my's fire abated, permitted the majori^ of the officers 
and men to be relieved by a picket of a hundred men 
from the Marine brigade, under the command of Lieut. 
Trentham ; and officers and non-commissioned officers 
of the artiller;, were stationed on the tUfferent batte- 
ries, to direct the uulort in the mode of firing the hot- 
About an hour after midnight, the battering-ship 
which had suffered the greatest injurj, and which had 
been frequeutlj on fire the preceding daj, was com- 
pletely in flames ; and bj two o'clock, she appeu^ as 
one continued bla^e from stem to stem. The ship to 
the southward was also on fire, but did not bom with 
•o much rapidity. The light thrown out on all sides 
bj the flames, enabled the artillerj to point th^ guns 
with the ntmoet precision, whilst the Rock and neigh- 
bourii^ objects were highly illtutunated ; fortning, with 
the constant flashes of our cannon, a mingled scene of 
sublimity and terror. Between three and foar o'clock, 
uz other of the batterii^-ships indicated the efficacy 
of red'hot shot i and the^proaching day now promised 
us one of the completest defensive victories on record. 

Brigadier Curtis, who was encamped with his bri- 
gade at Europa, beit^ informed that the enemy's shipt 
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wwe in flamBB, and that the uimaess of the sea would 
pBTinil bis goD-boita to act, inarohed, abtmt three o'clock, 
withadetacbmenttotheNewmole: and drawing up hi« 
boats in such manner as to flank the battering-ahips, com- 
pelled their boats to abandon them. As the daj ap- 
proached, and the GairiBon-fire abated, the Br^^er 
sdranced, and captured two launches. These boats 
attempted to escape ; but a shot Idlling and wonnding 
Mveral men on board one of them, thi?; sairendered 
and w«« conducted to Hagged-staff. The Bi^adicr 
being informed hj the prisoners, that manj men were, 
throngh necessity, left hj their Mends on board the 
ahips, he generouslj determined to rescue them Irom 
the inevitable death which seemed to impend. Some 
of these infatuated wretches, nevertheless (it is said) 
reAtsed at first the deliverance which was tendered to 
them, prefwring the chance of that death which ap- 
peared inevitahle, to being put to the sword ; which 
they had been persuaded woidd be the consequence, if 
they submitted to the Garrison. Being lef^ however 
some momenta to the horrors of their &ie, they I>Bck. 
oned the boats to retnm, and resigned themselves to 
the clemency of their conqnerors. 

Whilst the navy were thus hnmanely relieving thdr 
distressed enemy, the flames reached the magazine of 
one of the battering-ships to the northward, which 
blew up, about five o'clock, with a dreadful explosion. 
In a quarler of an hour following, another in the cen- 
tre of the tine, met with a similar fate. The wreck 
from the latter spread to a vast extent, and involved 
our gtm-boats in the most imminent danger. One 
was sunk, but the crew were saved. A hole was 
forced through the bottom of the Brigadier's boat, his 
oaiswain killed, and the strokesman wounded ; and tor 
some time they were obscured in the cloud of smoke. 
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After thu vei7 fortanate esc&pe, it wus deemed ^m. 
dent to wtthdi^w towards the ObftUod, to avoid the 
peril arising from the blowing-up of the remaining 
ships. The Br^sdier however visited two other ships 
in his return, and landed nine officers, two priests, and 
three hundred and thirty-foor private soldiers and sea- 
men, all Spaniards ; which, with one officer and eleven 
Frenchmen, who had floated in the preceding evening, 
made the total Dumber saved amount to three hasdred 
and fiftj-seven. Man; of the prisoners were sevn^lj, 
and some of them dreadiVillj' wounded. The; were 
instftntly, on heing hrought on shore, conveyed to our 
hospital, and every remedy administered necessary for 
their different oases. 

During the time that the marine brigade were en. 
coDUtering every danger in their endeavours to save 
an enemy from pmsbing, the batteries on the Isthmus 
(which ceased the preceding evening, moat libely tor 
want of ammunmon, and which had opened ag^n upon 
tiie Garrison on the morning of the 14th) muntuned 
a warm fire upon the town, which killed and wounded 
SBveral men ; and three or four shells burst in the sir, 
over the place where their countrymen were landed. 
This ungenerous proceedii^ could not escape the ob- 
servation of the spectators in their camp ; and orders 
probably were sent to the Lines for the batteries to 
cease, as they were silent about ten o'clock. ' 

Notwitiistanding the efforts of the marine brigade, 
in relieving the terrified victims from tJie burning ships, 
several unfortunate men could not be removed. The 
scene at this time exhibited, was as affecting, as that 
which had been presented in the act of hostility, had been 
terrible and tremendous. Men crying from amidst the 
flames for pity and assistance ; others, on board thbse 
■Ups where the fire had made little progress, implying 
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relief with the mott eipresnve gestures and signs of 
despair ; whilst lerer^ eqaail; exposed to the dangers 
of the opposite slement, (rosted themaelvea, ud Tarioos 
parts of the wreck, to the chance of puddling to 
Ae shore. A felucca belongiag to the enemy approach- 
ed from the Orange-grove, prtAiabl; with the inten. 
tioo of FelieTing these mifbrtunatepersoas ; bDt,jealoQS 
of her motives, the Garrison auspected that she came 
to set Are to one of the battering-ships which appeared 
little injured, and obliged her to retire. Of the lai 
■lups which were still in flames, three blew op before 
eleven o'clock ; the other three burnt to the water's 
e^^ the mrigf* i"" b^ng wetted hj the enemj before 
the principal officers quitted the ships. Hm AdmiraTs 
B^ was on board one of the latter, and was consumed 
with the vessel. The remaining two battering-ships, 
we flattered onrtelvee, might be saved as glwou* b«- 
phiM of our iticcesa ; but one of them uneipectedl; 
burst out into flames, and in a short time blew np wiOi 
a terrible report ; and Captain Gibson representing it 
as impracdcable to preserve the other, it was burnt in 
the aAernoon, under his directioDS. Thus the navj 
put a finishing hand to this signal defensive victor;. 

Durii^ the hottest period of the enemj's cannonade, 
the Governor was present on the lUng's bastion, whilst 
Lieut. General Bo^d* took his station upon the South 

* Tt will not be improper in this place to repeat, that Ge- 
neral Boyd was the Ibunder of the King's bastion, as it will 
be an apology for inlroducin^; s remarkable speech of Ibe 
General on that occa«an. In 1773, General Boyd, attend- 
ed by Col. Green, the Chief Engineer, and many Field-of- 
Seers ofthe Oarrlson,laidthefonDdation-itoneofthat work 
with the cecemony uiual on such occaaioru- Upon plaang 
the stone, '■ This,*' said the General, " is the first stone of 
" a vork which I name the Sine's Basttoh ; m^ it be ai 
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bastion, animating the Garrison 1>; their presence, and 
encoiu^ng them to eranlation. The eiertions and 
actiTity of the brave artillery, in this well-fought con- 
test, deserve the highest conunendations. To their 
skill, perseverance, and coorsge, with the zealous as- 
ristance of the Line, (particularly &e corps in town, 
the 39th and 72d regiments), was Gibraltar indebted 
for its safety against the combined powers, by sea and 
land, of IVance and Sptun; and the marine br^ade, 
though they had not so considerable a share in the du- 
ties of the batteries, yet merit the warmest prufes for 
their generous intrepidity in rescuing thcdr devoted 
enenues trom amidst the flames. 

Whilst the enemy were cool, and their ships had re- 
cdved little damage, their principal objects were the 
King's bastion, and Line-wall, north of Orange's bas- 
tion. Their largest ships (which were abont fourteen 
hundred tons burthen) were stationed off the former, 
in order to alence that important buttery, whilst a 
breach was attempted by the rest, in the curtain extend- 
ing from the Utter to Montagne's bastion. U a breach 
had been effected, the prisoners infbrmed ds, that " their 
" grenadiers ware to have stormed the Garrison under 
" cover of the Combined Fleets. " The private men 
complained bitterly of their ofBcers for describing the 
battering-ships to be invulnerable, and for promising 
that they were to be seconded by ten sail of the line, 
and all the gun and mortar boats. They further told 
us, that " they had been taught to believe the Garrison 
" would not be able to discharge many rounds of hot 
" balls : their astonishment, theretbre, was inconcoiv- 

" gallandy defended, as I koow it vill be ablj' executed t 
" and may I live to see it reriil ThE dhiied effobcb or 
" Fbamc£ akd Spain I" 
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** mble, when thej diacorered that we fired them Kith 
<* the Mme prei^on and vivacit; as cold shot. " *' Ad* 
" mirftl Moreno," thej taid, " quitted the Paetwa, 
" which wai the flag-ship, a hCtle hefore nudnight ; 
"■ but other officer* retired nueh earli»." The loss 
aostaiued bj the enemy coold never be Bsoertained ; 
bat front the information of the prisoners, and the num- 
bem seen dead on board tha ships, we esdnuted it could 
not be leu than two thousand men, inclnding the 
prisoners. Thecasnole of the Garnaon, on the con- 
trary, were so tiifling, that it will appear almost in- 
erei^le, that suUi a quantity of fire, in almost «U its 
destructive modes of action, should not have produced 
more effect, wilh respect to the loss of men. The re- 
turn stand: thus : 

Septembeb I3th, 1782. 



REomns. 
Rojral AitiHery 
]9tb Resiment 
SBth ditto 
^i6th ditto 
58th ditto 
T2d ditto 
73d ditto 
97tta ditto 
BardenberiF's • 
Hcden-. - 

De la Matte's 
En^^neera with the Ar- ? 

tiGcer Compan; } 



r Companj 
Brigade 



R.&F. O.S.D.&.&F. 



Total 1 2 13 
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i Artillery. Captain Reeves killed ; Cap- 
tains Groves and Siward, with Lieut. 
Godfrey, wounded. 
Seth regiment. Lieut. Wetham, (who had 
permission to act M an Art"liery officer) 
wotinded. 
73d regiment. Capt. M'Kenzie wounded. 

The diattnce of the battering-ahipa from the Garri- 
son was exactly inch as our artillery could have wished. 
It required so amall an elevation, that almost every shut 
took etTect ; and the cannon thus elevated, did not re- 
quire the shot to be wadded : — a circumstance not un- 
important ; as the time, which at pomt-blank would 
have been expended in doubly-wadding, was employed 
in keejnng up the cannonade with greater briskness. 
Hie damage done to our works held no proportion 
with the violence of the attack, and the excessive can- 
nonade which they had soatained. The merlons of 
the different batteries were disordered, and the dank 
of Orange's bastion was a little injured ; but the latter 
was chiefly done by the land-fire, and was not of such 
consequence as to afford any room for apprehension. 
The ordnance and carriages were also damaged ; but 
by the activity of the artillery, the whole sea-line, be- 
fore night, was in serviceable order. 

The enemy, in this action, bad more than three hun- 
dred pieces of heavy ordnance in play ; whilst the Gar- 
rison had only eighty cannon, seven mortars, and nine 
howitzers in opposition. Upwards of wght thousand 
three hundred rounds (more than half of wluch were 
hoi that), and seven hundred and sixteen barreJs of 
powder, were expended by our artillery. What quan- 
tity of ammunition was used by the enemy could never 
be asccrtuned. The followii^ was handed about at 
an authentic list of the hatterii^-ships. 

L., .,, „Coo>;lc 
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The afternoan of the 14th, seTeral thousand men 
nuLTched with colours from the enoraj'i camp to their 
lines ; and many ships in tiie Combined Fleet loosed 
their top-sails. Theae motions, and the circumstanee 
of manj of their boats bung manned, cansed varioos 
speculations in the Garrison. Whatever their future 
operations might be, it wot prudent to be an our guard ; 
the artiller; were ordered therefore to renuuu upon the 
batteries, and the furnaces for heatii^ shot to be con- 
tinned lighted, lest the enemy should be prompted to 
put all to the stake, and attempt the Garrison by a 
general attack. It was indeed afterwards rumoured, 
that such a dedgn had been in contemplation, but was 
orer-ruled by the Duke, who was of opinion it would 
be expo»i^ the fleet and army to inevitable destruo- 

Notwithstandmg this recent defeat, the enemy re- 
oommenced their cannonade jrom the bthmns ; expend- 
ing, during the remainder of the month, from one or 
two thousand rounds in the twenty-four hours ; dimin- 
ishing gradually, and confining their shells to the night 
Their operations on the land side were still carried on ; 
and if we were able to form any conjectures at this 
period, from their motions to the northward, their late 
misfortune did not seem at all to damp their hopes of 
succeeding against the Garrisoq. A dag of truce went 
on the 15th with letters from oiu* prisoners to the 
camp; and about two o'clock in the afternoon, the 
Combined Fleet handed in tb^ top-siuls. Some hours 
aiterwarda they manned their yar<L, and fired a grand 
salute. We were at a loss to account for these titigiilar 
r^oicings. Lieut. M'Namara, of the 7Sd regiment, 
was woimded the same day at Willis's, where our work- 
ing-parties were employed clearing away the rubbish 
from the batteries. 
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The Oarruon haviiig expenenced the powerfiil 
efficacy of red-hot shot, and the Governor thinking it 
eq>edieDt to h&ve a, continual Bupplj of them, the en- 
gineers erected kihiB (similar to those used in homing 
lime, but smidler) in various parts of the Osirison. 
The; were Urge enough to heat upwards of one hun- 
dred in an hour lud a quarts ; and bj this invention 
hot shot were, if thoi^ht necessary, kept continu.illy 
read; for use. Our former method of heating the shot, 
was rither in die grates and fbrnaces mode for that 
purpose, or by piling them in a corner of some old 
house adjoining the batteries (as was prindpallj the 
practice on the 13th), and snrrounding then with fag- 
gots, pieces of timber, and small-coal. By those means, 
the artificers were enabled to supply the artillery with 
a constant succession for the ordnance. Answers were 
received, in the afternoon of the 1 6th, to the prisoners* 
tetters. At n^ht, a great number of signals were 
made by the Combined Fleet. Shot were therefore 
■gun ordered to be heated, and the artillery cautioned 
to be ready to man the batteries. Tha 99th and TSd 
regiments also lay fully accoutred. The same night, 
the aulors recovered the gun-boat which had been sunk 
on the morning of the I4th. As the prisoners inform- 
ed us, that intelligence had been received, previous to 
the attacli of the battetii^-sliips, that Lord Howe, 
with tha British fleet, was preparing to sail for the re- 
lief of Gibraltar, the Navy began to prepare to ruse 
tha Brilliant and Porciqiine frigates, which had been 
scuttled in the New mcJe j but their efforts, for some 
time, were not attended with success. 

The Spanish officers, pnsonprs, with the Frenchmen 
who were talten up from the wreck upon the night of 
the 13th, were sent to the camp on the evening of the 
I7th. The renuuning Spanish privates were encamped 
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upoD Windmill-luH, and pven in oh»rge to the Corsi- 
c«JiB. Of the number who had been saved firom, the 
batteriog-shipa, were on officer, a captun of marines, 
and twenty-nine privates, who were wounded. Moat 
of these rBoovered in our hospital ; but the officer, not- 
withitanding every aau^tance and attention, died on 
the 17th. He was buried, the eacceeding day, with 
alt Qulitary honours, attended by the grenadiers of the 
39th regiment. 

When we reflected of what vast importance this grand 
enterprise was esteemed, and what immense sums had 
been expended in the iDgenioos and formidable pre- 
parations, it was observed, with no small surprise, by 
many who wwe present when the prisoners were land- 
ed, that the majority of them seemed to be past that 
age whea the vital powers are supposed to be in their 
greatest v^;onr. In an expedition where yonth and 
strength best promised a favourable issue, this impolitic 
arrai^ement certiunly could not pervade the whole ! 
The Spaniards, from tlieir dark complexion and scanty 
diet, have naturally, even when young, an aged look i 
and yet om* observations seemed conGrmed by other 
indubitable facts. Several bodies were thrown ashore, 
all of which seemed advanced in years ; and one in par- 
ticular appeared, &om his grey beard and lean visile, 
past sixty. This corpse was horribly mutilated, and, 
with the miserable objects then under the care of our 
surgeons, convinced us, by ocnlar proof, of the dreadful 
bavock which our artillery must have made in the lat- 
ter part of the day. 

The westerly wind, which hod cast up these unfor- 
tunate men, threw also on shra^ many trilling corio- 
uties, and some things of value, which had floated on 
the surface of the Bay, after the battering-ships hod 
blown up. Large wax candles, such as are usually 
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burnt b; the Romish prieeta before their altars ; salt 
proTuioos ; and a great numher of ammanitiou-boxM, 
oontuning ten rounda of powder in linen cartri^ea, 
were collected hj the Garrison the mondng sncceedii^ 
the defeat. Conriderable j^eces cS mahoganj, and 
some cedar, were saved Arom the wreohs of those ship* 
i^MMe magazines did not blow np, which wete afltr- 
wards converted into rarioiu nsefui articles, serrit^ as 
memorials of oar rictorj. The Oovemor had a huid- 
aome sat of tables made for the Convent (the holes in 
Ae cedar, where the fire had penetrated, being filled 
op with loimd wood, cot in Tsrioos fignres, fbrmii^ * 
beautiful contrast with the bnmt part), which will ssm 
as a etandii^ monument to the guests, of the transac- 
tioaa of that glorious day. 

The enemj's fire on the 19th was warmer than the 
fow preceding days ; and what wu ratha: extraordi- 
nary, it was continued whilst a flag of trace w«it from 
the Governor, and another returned in answer. Ilia 
<^cer who brought the Duke de Crillon's answer wm 
one of his Aide^e-campe, the Count de Ros^uiae^ 
Colonel of the French Re^ment de Chartres. H« 
pressed mnch to deliver his packet perxmaUi/ to the 
Governor, and offered to rabnut to be blind-folded, 
provided he could be admitted into the Garrison. He 
vas even m urgent as to put his fbot on board oar boat, 
but was informed by the Aide-de-camp that his request 
could not be com^jied with. Not oontrait widi thia 
answer, our flag was obliged to return, to acqoaiat 
the Governor with thia extraordinary circnmatance, 
who politely excused himself the honour which the 
CouDt intended him, as the state of affidrs would not 
then permit it. We shall have occasion again to men- 
Won the Count before the close of this work. TTie 
wind changed to the east in the night of the IMh; 
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but the Combined Fleet still remained at anchor m the 
Bay. The 20th, the mortar-boats, which had renuuA- 
ed inactive for Mma time, bombarded the GarrisoD. 
The; seemed to be attended bj odI; four or five gun- 
boats, and were extremal; cautious in directing th^ 
lire. Three shells fell in Southport ditch, amongst 
the 39th regiment. 

Some chMiges took place in the Governor's suite on 
the 21st : Town-mi^or Capt. Foulis was appointed 
Aide-de-camp to the Commander in Chief, and Ci^it. 
Delhoste, of the72d regiment, Town-niajor. A flag 
of truce, the same daj, brought over a letter from the 
Duke, in answer to one from the Governor, of the pre- 
ceding daj. Their boat also brought clothing- for the 
Walloon prisoners. In the evenii^, about eight o'clock, 
reports vere received trom the Northern guards, that 
the enemy were in motion in th^ camp, and that troops 
vera marching down to the lines. About the same 
time, some extraordinary eignals were made by the 
Spanish Admiral. The three pickets remaining with 
the Field-officer in town were immediately detached to 
rMoforce the Captain of Landpcrt, the Lines, and 
Waterport, who, besides their usual guards, bad each 
two pinkatB with them before. The 39th and 72d regi- 
menta were -again ordered to lie accontred^ and the 
arUllecy cautiotied to be alert. By this disposition it 
vas evident the Governor still expected a further 
attikek upon the Garrison ; and tlut evening it was 
most to be apprehended, as it was possible that the 
Duke liy that day might receive an answer from Ma- 
drid, indicating his future operadons. Upwards of 
twelve hundred men being thus distributed in the 
vicini^ of the Grand battery, with two regiments at 
hand to act as corps de reserve, we waited the further 
movements of tlie enemy. A little before midnight, n 
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■okUv of the 73d r^^eut, remaving rubbish from th* 
Piince'i lines, fell from the eitremi^, and wsb killed. 
Ail officer with a small detachment was immediatel; 
ordered from Laudport, to bruig io the body. This 
was dUcovered hj the enemj'a adraiKed parties, who 
exposed it by a brisk discharge of mnsketrj in regular 
platoons. Queeo's-Unes guard protected our party, 
who returned with the body without any casualties. 
The steady and animated fire supported by the enemj, 
convinced us of the strei^tb of thdr advanced posts. 
Nothing extraordinary, however, happeDcd during the 
night after this occurrence. 

The Governor still continued the party at Lower 
Forbes's under the Lines. On the night of the 23d, 
they discovered two men near the stone sentry.boic, 
within the ruins of the old barrier. The Serjeant's or- 
ders (\ha reader may remember) were, not to lire but 
in his own defence, or in case of an alarm : bnt, ob- 
serving them measuring, with a chain, the distance be- 
tween Ibe foot of the Bock and the Inundation, and 
thinkir^ they might he persons of some consequence, 
aod probably possessed of memorandums which might 
discover the motives of their manaravres, be determined 
in this case to fire ; thej in return, alarmed M his pre- 
poradona, suddenly appeared on the defensive ; but the 
seijeant was so lucky as to kill the printnpal person, and 
the other ran off. The body was instantly brought in, 
bat no papers of consequence were .found about him. 
He was thought to have been a volunteer. The Ser- 
jeant, who was a Oufet in General Reden's re^ment, 
was soon afrerwards promoted to a commisuon ; but 
nether for this service, or in his lour I cannot inform 
my reader. 

The enemy's firing seemed now to be directed under 
the following regulations. About five or sii in the 
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morning, vbeo the uigiit-picliets vers retiring firom 
their poats, tbe cumonade commenced, and continued 

pretty brisk till noon. From twelve to two o'clock 
there was the usual intermUsioD ; for, as I have re- 
mai'lied before, thej would not be deprived of th^ 
coatomarj nap, or sleata. In the decline of the daj, 
tbej disctuu^^ more or less, as their caprice dictated. 
About acYea in tbe eveiung, their cannon ceased, and 
their mortars took up the fire, continuing it till day- 
break of the mcceeding daj. Tbe ammunition now ex- 
pended WW generall; from four to five, and sometimes 
ai hundred abells in the twenty-four hours, with from 
mx hundred to a thousand shot. The profusion of the 
former had greatly diminished the immense piles in 
their arlillcrj-parl^ and their howitzers were not sols. 
vish of their troublesome shells as they had been. 

The 24th the Brilliant irigate was rtuaed after much 
trouble. The same daj about noon, upwards of fifty 
boats, wluch had been asseoabled for the attack, re- 
turned to the westward, and the mantlet-boats retired 
up the river Pahnones. Tbe departure of the fomer, 
with others which had lefl the Bay ^e two preceding 
days, reduced their small orafl to a very trifling nmn- 
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The Combined Fleets renain in Gibraltar B»y, being deter- 
mined lo oppose the lelieT of Ihe OEUtiEon CapCaia Cur- 
tis viuti the enemy'a camp, to establish a cartei — Ene- 
my rwse additional worki — Tbe Combined Fleets (ireaily 
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dJMrened by a hnrricane. — A Sputish Une-of-baUle ihip 
ii diiTen under the wdU of OibralUr, and ■ubmiu to the 
Qanison. — At this juncture the British Fleet appear in 
the Sinuta, but the conTo; unibrtunately paes the B«ck 

to the eastward Letters received from the British Mi- 

DiBtrybytheGotcmor The Combined FleelB afiermat- 

ing repsirs, follow the British Fleet, but avoid an action. 
^Lord Howe conduct! th; convoy mfe into lie Bay, sails 
to thewcslward, and is followed by the Combined Fleets. 
Enemy's camionade diminiebes, and tbe Are from the 

GarrisoD increases ^nemy estal>lish a poat under the 

Bock near the Deril'i tower. — Repeat their oCtadis from 
tbt gun-boatg. The Duke de Ciillon acquaints CienenJ 
Eliolt that the preliminarieB of ■ qzubbai. peace bad 

been signed. -~-Hc»tilitiea in consequence cease The 

Emperor of Morocco sends a present of cattle nith a leu 
ter to General Eliotl, who soon afterwards receives from 
England official accouutj of the peace. — Interview be- 
tween the Dube de Ciillon and the Governor. The Go- 
vernor views (he Spanish batteries, and dines at San 

Roqoe.— The Duke reluma the Tisit, in (he Garrison 

Ceremony of inveBting the Governor with the order of the 
Bath Sir George Augustus Eliott'a apeech to the Gar- 
rison, upon comrnunicBting to them the thahis of the 
King sod Parliament for their dbfemce of Gibbaltas. 



NoTwiTHBTANDiKG We might natoTallj infer from the 
diaperaioD of their smaJI craft, that the enemy had at 
length reUnqiuahed the. hope of taldng' Gibraltar by 
force of arms ; jet the continuance of their cannonade, 
and the presence of the combined fleets, (though Ire- 
quent opportunities had offered for their return to the 
westward) rendered their conduct so anbiguouE, that 
■KB could form no idea what line thej proposed to pur- 
sue ID their future operations. We knew a relief mhs 
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iataDdad b; the British fleet ) bat we could never ima- 
gine, if there was anj thing of an eqnalitj, that the 
enemj would renture an oppositioD, eves though a 
Tictorj might make them masters of Gibraltar. We 
waited th^efore a few daji, to observe the movements 
of our adversaries, and b; their actions expected to 
•olre the difficultj. 

The evening of the 26th of September, the whole of 
the combined srmj were under arms, formed in one 
line (which extended about four miles and a half) from 
the river Guodaranque to very near Fort Tonara. 
Some persons of high rank, attended by a nmnerone 
suite of cavalry, passed along the front ; and they were 
not dismissed till after sun-set In the evening, Major 
Horsfall, of the ^2d regiment, was wounded by a splin- 
ter of a shell. At night, another of our workmen in 
the Prince's lines fell from the extremity and was killed. 
A party was detached from Landport to bring in the 
body, and the Queen's lines and other guards ordered 
to protect them ; the enemy however remuned qniet. 
The 27th, their parties began to collect brosh-wood for 
fkscines. This drcumstance served the more to in- 
crease onr doubts relative to their fiiture conduct. 
The same day, our navy got up the Porcupine fiigate ; 
the en^neers also finished the Boyal and Green's-loi^ 
batteries. The former is thirteeen hundred, and the 
latter nine hundred feet above the level of the Isthmus i 
yet, notwithstanding this elevation, the enemy's fire 
during Don Alvarez's bombardment, was found to be so 
galling, that the engineers were under the necessity of 
covering them with caissoned merlons. Several launch- 
es foil of b^ops were observed, on the 2&th, going on 
board the combined fleet. They were snpposed to be 
marines who had been landed from the men of war 
previous to the grand attack. A flag of truce, the 
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wme day, brought clothes for the prisoners. Early 
on the morning of the 30(h, a soldier of the 72d r^- 
ment deserted from the Serjeant's party at Lower For- 
bes's. His own brother was one of the guard. The 
same day, the Combined Fleets were joined bj a line-of 
battle ship. The enemy's cannonade still continued to 
be about a thousand, or eleven hundred rounds of shot 
and sbellB in the twenty-four hours. Willis's batteries. 
Mid the eitremily of the Prince's and Queen's lines, 
were much damaged from the siity-four gun battery. 
A flag of truce went from the Garrison with a letter, 
and two parcels, which had been sent on the 29th, di- 
rected for persons who eonld not be found amongst the 
prisoners. In the evening of the 30tb, the mortar- 
boats bombarded our camp. At iirst we imagined they 
were alone, but the gun-boats soon afterwards fired 
upon the town from the northward. Two shells fell in 
the hospital, and wounded several of the uck. Other 
casualties also happened in the Garrison. The jiri- 
soners upon Windmill-bill were alarmed on two or three 
■hells falling near their camp ; and it was not without 
some severity, that their goards could keep themselves 
within the boundaries. 

Early on the first of October, a boat came into Little 
Bay, with a Coracan on board, who had escaped from 
Algeziras. He had been mate of a central vessel ; 
but bearing that some of his relations were in the Cor- 
sican corps, he was determined to join his countrymen. 
The intelligence which he brought was, that Lord 
Howe only waited some reinforcements to sail (br the 
relief of Gibraltar, and that the Combined Fleet were 
resolved to oppose him. Thus consoled with the hope 
of preventing the intended snccoars, flie enemy still flat- 
tered themselves that Gibraltar must of necessity sub- 
mit, through the mere fyiure of provisions. In th« 
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ooiine of Che d&y, the corpse of a Spnnbh Officer wu 
washed ashore under our walla : a purse of pistoles, uid 
a gold watch, were found in his pockets. He waa 
buried with respect, two Navy Officers attending the 
fimeral ; and the following daj, a &ag of truce deliver- 
ed the watch and moaej, to be returned to bis friends. 
The 2d, several men were wounded by the enemy's 
shot, in the gallery above Farringdon's, which continu- 
ed to be prosecuted with diligence ; and Serjeant Har- 
rop, of the 72d regiment, (a man tmirersolly admired 
for bis gallantry and conduct in the works) was killed 
at Willis's. We observed, the same day, several boats, 
which formerly had mantlets in Ae bow, retoming from 
the river Palmones ; having, as we im^ned, undergone 
some alteradons, to enable them to act as gun-boats. 
In case of a visit irom the latter, signals were now 
determined upon, to intimate when the ardllery were 
to man the batteries. Two guns quick, and a. Ted flag 
hoisted upon a flag-staff erected on the South bastion, 
was to be the day-signal ; two guns quick, and a hgbt, 
the signal for the n^ht. In the evening, we had an 
opportunity of practiung our new ^nals, by the ap- 
proBoh of the mortar-boats, which bombarded the Gar- 
rison for about two hours. The goo-boats, thou^ 
perh^^ attending them, did not fire. Previous to their 
visit, some muskets were discharged, and some signals 
made amongst the Fleet ; but we oould not observe 
any particular movements. 

In the forenoon of the 3d, a Spanish frigate, with a 
6a^ of truce at her fore-top-goUaut mast-head, anchor- 
ed "witbin gun-shot of the Old-mole bead, and immedi- 
ately Capt. Curtis went on board her. In the forenoon, 
C^t. Curtis returned, and the frigate sailed hack to 
the fleet. The wind at the time was so stroi^, that 
she was obliged to leave her anchor behind ; which 
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bung meutioned to tha GoTemor, orders were «ent 
not to fire apon tha boats wbea tbej returned to fish 
it up. The ibilowiiig dsj, Ci^t. Curtis, acMotqunied 
bj tiio GoTemor'B secretarj and a Naval officer, went 
in his barge to the Orange-grove ; where a carriage 
waited, and conducted them to Bnens^ViEtai, the Duke's 
qnartov. The iotention of this visit, we afterwards 
onderstood, was to establish a cartel with the Spaniards 
for the exchange of prisonars. Capf. Curtis was intro- 
duced, b; the Duke de Crillon, to his Ro^ Highness 
the Count d' Artois, who thanked him, in very hand- 
some terms, for his bnmamtj and gallantr; in reliering 
the unfortunate prisoners fhim the burning battering- 
ships ; requesting C^. Curtis &t the same time to in- 
form the Governor, (hat he entertained the highest es- 
teem and respect for him, for bis benevolence and 
UberaKty to the prisoners upon the same occasion. 
Berore Capt. Curtis returned, which was in the even- 
ing, l^e kilns for heating shot were lighted, and other 
prepsradons made, as if some attack was expected. 
During this eorrespondenca, the enemj's batteries ob- 
served a proper ulence, in respect to the flag, Capt. 
Curtis informed us, that Lord Howe, with the British 
fleet, was on his passage to the Mediterranean. The 
Garrison <Ud not however feel that indescribable satis- 
faction and pleasure on thii intelUgence, which we had 
experienced whan Admirais Rodney and Darby were 
announced in 1760 and ITSl. A French Rear-Admi. 
ral, in a three decker, with a frigate, and several smaller 
armed vessels, joined the Combined Fleet on the 3d. 
The man of war had many Mgnals fljing when she 
entered the Baj, which wn'e answered bj the Spuiish 
Admiral. 

The enemy's cannonade was still continued, with 
lucb variation as their caprice dictated. The number 
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of roimda of shot and Aelb nsnall; exceeded eight hun- 
dred in the twentj-foiur hours, and Mmetimes amount- 
ed to elevea or twelve hundred. We amused them 
with a fariAinf return, directed chiefly to their parties, 
who, to our astonighment, were still ibrmii^ consider- 
able d6p8ts of fucines and materials in thaline^. Lieut. 
Kenneth M'Kenzie, of the 73d, was wounded on the 
4tb, in the commiiniaation from tha Kii^'i to the 
Queen's lines. Two days afterwords, agreeablj to a 
iag of truce of the preceding day, the Spanish prison' 
ers (eic^iting ten sick in ^e hospital, and fifty-nine 
Walloons and fordgners who requefited to stay behind) 
were SMit to the Combined camp. The Walloons who 
preferred staying in the Garrison were embodied into 
those corps which cbose to receive them. The 30th 
and &Bth regiments enterlMned ten each ; and the 
remainder were incorporated with the Corsican com- 
pany. 

Two of the enemy's engineers hod been observed, on 
the 4th, picketii^ out a work, extending from the ruins 
of the Mahon battery to the western beach, brosung 
the north-west angle of the farthest gardens. Wo 
were at a loss what to conclude irom this ^pearance 
of a determination still to prosecute the uege. They 
did not however let us remun long in suspense ; ibr, 
on the morning of the Stb, we discovered that they 
had erected a stroi^ tioyau of approach, extending tn 
tiie line before mentioned, about four hundred and thirty 
yards — near a quarter of a mile. It was raised with 
sand-bags i and from its resemblance to the anginal 
epaulement of the siity-four-gnn battery, some imagin- 
ed it wa« intended for the same purpose ; though the en- 
gineers were of o[uuion it waa only a communication to 
some additional works in embryo. Although the enemy, 
by throwit^ up this extenave work, gained by stealth 
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aaeeondkdTtnitageupontheG&rrisoTi, yet the Governor 
was detowDed, if poidble, to prevent them completiug 
it. The Old-mole bead hawil^ers, with a warm fire 
fVom the beighti, were opened at night upon thii new 
object ; and, as the former almost eniireij enfiladed it, 
the enemj were BO much fumoyed, that it was never 
floished. The night of the 6tb, the; made good the 
commmiication to the parallel, from the extremity of 
thn bojao, near the ruins of the Mabon battery, which 
was left imperfect the preceding night. 

The following day, the St. Martin's battery took fire 
from the wadding or discharge of (heir own cannon. 
One merlon was destroyed, and another coo^derablj 
dami^ed, before the flames could be extinguished. 
Wa threw a few shells from below, to disturb them in 
l3m dutj ; bnt otherwise no particular notice was taken 
of the accident. The enemy found their silnation so 
extremely warm in their new boyao, that on the night 
of the Tth they threw up a strong shoulder at the ex- 
tremity near the beach, to protect them against the 
howitzers of the Old mole head. The shells were ne- 
rertheless flred with such judgment and dexterity, as 
just to clear the traverse, and seemed to do as much 
eieontion in the interior part as before. Great quan- 
tities of fittcines, &c. ' were scattered in the rear; 
whence we concluded they purposed working in the 
mgbt, bnt had been prevented by the vivacity of our 
fire. They also repaired the St. Moron's battery. A 
filtg of tmce brought over letters for the Governor and 
Cq>t. Curtis on the 6th ; and at night, a boat sailed 
fbr Leghorn with a midshipman and six sailors, bear- 
ing home dispatches from the Governor. This was 
Ae first boat or vessel which left the Garrison after the 
Tiotory of the preceding month. 

The enemy, about the 8th or 9(b, adopted a new 
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plan for tW regulation of thur bombardment during 
the night ! ererj ten or fifteen minatea they diicharged 
Ave, aeren, and sumetimea ten mort&rs at the same 
time, directing their shells principally to the same ob- 
ject. After a silence of the above period, the; sainted 
US with a second voile;, and so on till morning gun- 
fire. The number of rounds continued variable, from 
four to ail hundred shots, with almost the same pro- 
portion of shells, in the twentv-four hours. The; were 
enabled to expend these immense quantities of amoiu- 
mtion by racniii^ constant supplies. The parties iu 
the fascine-park appeared now to be conaiderabl; in- 
creased, and an nmversal activity seemed still to pre- 
vail through the difftrent departments. A person ig- 
Boriiiit of what had passed, and suddenly brought to 
tiew thor proceedings, might therefore nalnraijy con- 
clode from their operations, that they were elated with 
some success, rather than depressed by a defeat. On the 
night of the &tb, some aignals were mode at Cabrita 
Point, which were answered by the Combined fleets, 
each ship showing a light. 

The wind blew fresh westerly on the lOth ; and two 
frigates and a cutter joined the Combined fleets from 
that qnarter. In the evming, a nun^er of ugnals 
were made by the Spanish AiWral, which were an- 
swered by varioos ships in the Beet. After sun-aet^ 
the gate increaaed, andatmidni^tit blew a hurricatie, 
xiith smart showers of rain. Signal-guns were repeat- 
edly fired by the Combined fleets ; and from their 
continuance, and the violence of the wind, we conclud- 
ed some of them were in distress. At day-break, a 
Spanish two-decker was discovered in a crippled state, 
close in shore off Orange's bastion ; she was under 
close-reefed courses, and had lost her mizen-top-maat. 
Obserring ber danger upon an enemy's lee-shore, she 
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suddenly luffed up, and endeavoared to weather tha 
Garrboii : as she passed, several shot were fired 
through her JVom the King's bastion, which killed i^a 
and wounded two others i and soon afterwards she 
grounded near Rt^ed-staff, and struck to the Gar- 
rison, hoisting an English jock over her own colours. 
A boat from the Speedwell cntter immediately took 
possession of the San Miguel, or St. Michael, of seven- 
ty-two guns, commanded by Don Juan Moreno, a 
Chef ttEBeadre. The officers and men, to the numbar 
of six hundred and thirty-four (many of whom were 
dismounted dragoons^, were immediately landed, and 
conducted to the quarters before occupied by their 
friends upon Windmill-liill. The GoTemor was pre- 
sent when they were brought ashore, and generously 
permitted them to take thdr baggage tinsearched, and 
the officers their stock of fresh proviuous. When the 
morning cleared up, so aa to admit of our observii^ the 
state of the Combined fleets, we discovered the whole 
in great ^Border. One was on shore nesr their Grand 
magazine : a French ship of the line had lost her fore- 
tnast and bowsf rit ; one, a three-decker, was missing, 
BQppoied to be driven fiom her anchors to the ess:t- 
ward ; and three or four were forced half-bay over 
(two witlun range of the GarriaonJ, where they all 
seemed to be in a very precarious sitiiation. Many of 
the parapet-boats, and other small craft, werealso dri- 
ven on shore near the Orange-grove. If the storm had 
continued a fen hours longer, it is not improbable that 
A three-decker, vith several other ships^ would have 
suffered the fate of the St. Michael. The wind, liow- 
ever, abated as the day advanced i and, when the swell 
would permit them to assist the disabled ships, the boats 
were busily employed in carrying out anchors and ca* 
bles to those which appeared most in distress. The 
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Garrison were not idle spectators of theae moTements : 
several sea-mortars were soon brought to bear oq the 
nearest ebips, anil one was in a short time oblij^ed to morci 
bat anchoring again off Point Mala, we continued an- 
nojii^ her with shells and red-hot shot, till abe warped 
out of our range. 

The prisoners were no souner landed from the prize, 
than the seamen began to lighten the ressel, b; remof- 
ing ber powder aahore, and catting awa; the mizen- 
mast ; but remuning still aground, the; carried out 
anchors to prerent ber going further ashore, intending 
to renew their exertions to warp ber off at high water. 
Tha St. Nfichael was esteemed one of the beat aulere in 
the Spanish navy. She was a new ship, built at tbe 
Havannab ; very loftj between decks, which were of 
mahogany, and her beams of cedar. When the Com- 
Inned fleets appeared in the English Channel, the St. 
Michael was one of the leading ships, and was also in 
the sqnadron which fired upon the Garrison tbe Stb of 
September, when tbe Dnke de CriJlon opened his bat- 
teries. The Spanish officers informed na they bad re- 
ceived intelligence the preceding day, of the approach of 
the British fleet; which had induced Admiral Cordova 
to order tbe Combined fleets to lie at single anchor, 
and prepare to weigh at the shortest notice : that they 
were thus utoated when the gale came on ; and, the 
htorricane still increa^ng, a three-decker, early in the 
morning, ran foul of tbe St. Hicbael, and forced her 
from her aochor : that she immediately set sail, bnt, 
as the event had evinced, fonnd it impossible to weather 
the Rock. 

The intelligence of Lord Howe being so near, now, 
for the first time, gave tis scumble pleasure ; not so 
much on account of our personal situation, as of the 
advantage which the enemy's recent misfbrtunea wonld 
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gi?e ias liord^hip over his opponents, bis well towards 
■ccompluhing the object of bis orders, as affording bim 
A further opportnnttj of acting as his LoriMiip's velU 
knowQ abilities might dictate. We were so elated by our 
enemy's distress, ^at some were so sanguine as to anti- 
cipate the moat glorious conclusion of the war, and 
onr own safferiogs. Oar hopes, however, were soon de- 
pressed bj the intelligence of Lord Hove's great infe- 
ritHnt; in number. Thirtj-four siul to oj^tose forty-two, 
which still remained at anchor in tlie Bay, gave us 
reason to be appreheDsive for the safety of the British 
fleet. The nav^tion of the Straits was so precarious, 
that, if his Lordship once entered the Mediterranean, 
he might probably be prevented from retorning jbr a 
con^derable time ; and the enemy, thoogh now diatresa- 
ed, might, by the assistance of the camp, soon refit, and 
attack him under every advantage. By this digression 
1 am however antii^pating the regular narrative. In 
the afternoon, a French two-decker sailed to the east- 
ward ; and soon after, a settee came in from the west, 
and fired teveral gons as she entered tlie Bay. At this 
time it was so rery bazy in the Stndts, that we could 
not see the opposite coasts. About sun-set, several 
large ships were discovered through the haze ; and 
soon after, the Latona frigate, Capt. Conway, anchor- 
ed under our guns, ^d informed us that the ships in 
the Gut ware the Van of the British Fleet, commanded 
by Lord Howe, consisting of thirty-four sail of the line, 
including eleven three-deckers, with six fiigates and 
thirty.one ordnance-transports, and a reinforcement of 
upwards of sixteen hundred men for the Garrison. 
Capt. Conway further told us of the anxiety which pre- 
vailed at home, relative to the situation of Gibraltar ; 
and that it was ouly off the southern coast of Portugal 
that Lord Howe bad his doubts removed, by receiving 
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intelligence of the enamy'a late defeat. This welcome 
infortoatioti, he s^d, was accompaoled by advice, that 
" tlte Combined fleets bad taken their station in the 
" Baj of Gibraltar, resolutely datermined to prevent, 
" if possible, the intended relief." We learned, that 
upon receiving the latter intelligence, the Admirab and 
principal officers w«re sommoned on board the Vic- 
tor; ; where parlictdar instructions and orders were 
communicated, in expectation of an engagemeat, which 
was considered as unavoidable. 

Although the enemy's sig^nals (or the approach of 
the British fleet were made early in the afternoon, yet 
the Spanish Admiral exhibited not tha least appearance 
of oppotficion to any enforcements being soi^ into ^e 
Bay. This favourable opportunity was however lost ; 
owing, as Lord Hove expresses in his official letter, " to 
" the want of timely attention to the circumstances of 
the " navigation." Only four or five transports reached 
the Bay ; the rest, with the fleet, wcra carried by the 
current into the Mediterranean. At night, or early on 
the I'ith, Capt. Curtis sailed in the Latona, to inform 
Lord Howe of the caUumty which had befallen the ene- 
my's fleet. At noon, the British fleet appeared in good 
order off Estepona or Marbella ; and the transports, 
with the frigates, were working to windward to gain 
the Bay. As they approached the Isthmus, the enemy 
saluted them from their mortars, and fired upon them 
from behind the eastern advanced Guard-house. 

Whilst the British fleet, with tha, transports, were 
thus critically sttoated, the Combined fleets were very 
active in repairing their damages, and in forming a 
line of battle along the shore. In the evenii^, anum- 
of troops wore embarked on board them from the camp. 
Their lebeques, cutters, armed brigs, and gun-boats, 
al«o assembled in Sandy-Bay, with an intention pro. 
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bablj of pioldng up onr stra^ling traosporU. In the 
olow of the d&j, however, this Reet of craft returned to 
their Dmn fleet. At night, the Panther mas of war, 
and aeverol traiuports, anchored in the Bay. 

The euem; on the land-side persevered in their can. 
nonade, ftnd, observing that the St. Michael had run 
agronni within the range of their batteries, threw great 
nmnhers of shells, with an intent to destroy h«. Manj 
burst over her, and some fell very near ; bui, as their 
artillery could only be directed by her masta, none fell 
on board. They pointed their usual weight of fire 
agunst our works, which the Goremor (now that a 
prospect of supplies appeared) returned with unusual 
vivadty. Their new boyau severely felt the effect of 
our ordnance. It was considerably deranged, and the 
enfilading howitcers at the Old-mole head prevented 
them from sirei^thening it with any additions of con- 
sequence. In the Garrison-orders of the 12th, the 
following extracts were inserted : 



G. O. " Extract from a Letter to the Governor, 
"/tobi the Sight Son. the Earl of Shel- 
" borne, principal Secretary of State to 
"HUMrgealt/. DatedSt. James's, July 
" I0(i, 1782. 

" I am also honoured with His M^esty's command 

" to assure you, in the strongest terms, that no encou- 
" ragement shall be wanting to the brave officers and 
" soldiers under your command. His Royal approba- 
" tioQ of the past, will no doubt be a powerful bcentive 
" to future exertions ; and I have the King's authoiity 
" to a.3Bar6 you, that every distinguished act of emula- 
" tion and gallantry, which shall be performed in course 
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" of the siege, by any, even of the lowest rank, will 
" meet with ample reward from hia gracioua protection 
" and fa,Tour. These His Majeaty's intention joa will 
" communioata to every part of your Garrison, that 
" they may be perfectly satisfied their Royal Master 
" feeb for the difficulties they are under, admires their 
" glorious reastance, and will be happy to reword their 



^^ Extract from a Letter to the Governor, fi-om 
" the Right Son, General Comoay, CommixndeT 
" in Chief of His Majesty's Forces. Dated 
" AugnstZUt, 17B3. 

" I am now to add, that I have the King's command to 

" inform yon, that he is in the greatest degree satisfied 
" with the brave and steady defence made by your Gar- 
" rison : and his Majesty is desirous of showing them 
" every mark of his Royal approbation. It is in this 
" l^ht that Hia Majesty haa been graciously pleiLSed to 
" consent to granting bat and forage-money, as a pro- 
" per iudulgenoe to your officers." 

These extracts were pertued by the Garrison with 
great satisfaction, as they demonstrated that the safety 
of Gibraltar was esteemed a matter of the first import- 
ance ; and flattered as with the f^eeable hopes that 
our late services would be acceptably received by our 
friends and countrymen. 

The British fleet, at day-break on the 13th, was still 
olT Marhella, vrith the wind at west. About nine 
o'clock A. M. ^e Spanish Admiral made the signal for 
the Combined fleets to weigh anchor. By one o'clock 
tht whole were under way. At three, s French Rear- 
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Adniiral, bdi^ the lut of the rear diviaion, cleared the 
Baj. Their number in all amoonied to e^hty aul, of 
which the following, 1 believe, is an accurate account : 
mx three-deekera, thirty-eight two-deckera, including 
MTeral GflJes (total fourty-four men of war] : five fri- 
gates ; twenty-mne xebeques, cutters, armed Bhipe, and 
brigi, also two, imagined to be fire-ships. Notwilb- 
standing- little doubt was to be entertMued of the ene- 
my's intention of leaving the Bay, the Panther man of 
wu* remuned at anchor with several oScere of the 
Garrison on board, whom the Governor had permitted 
to act as volunteers in the engagement. When the 
Combined fleets had cleared the Bay, they stood some 
time to the southward, and leaving a line-oT-battle ship 
and two frigates to prevent the Panther from joining her 
Admiral, drove with thecurrent some leagnes to the east- 
ward. They then appeared to edge down tows3-ds the 
Sritish fleet, which was in close line of battle upon a 
wind, with their heads to the southward ; the trans- 
ports, with the frigates which had been beating up, 
falling behind them to leeward. Thus were both 
fleets sitnated at the close of the evening. Before the 
enemy had totally qnitted (he Bny, Captiun Curtis 
landed in a small boat from the Latona frigate, with 
twenty thousand pounds in specie for the Garrison, 
having nan'owly escaped being cut off by the Combined 
fleets. He told us the British fleet were in high spirits, 
and impatient to engage, notwithstanding the enemy's 
great superiority. When the Combined fleets first ap- 
peared in motion, the Spanish prisoncrB who had been 
landed from the St. Michael, were so overjoyed, that 
they could not forbear expressing their ecetacies in eo 
riotous a manner, as to call for some severity, toconiiDa 
them within the Umits of their cunp. 

As our observations on the manfleuvres of the fleet 
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nere interrupted soon atW sud-mi, we impatientlj 
waj(ed for the Bucceeding da; to be spectators of the 
action, which was now coondered as impossible to be 
aToided ; and orders were therefore given fur prepar- 
ing sereral wards in the Navy hospital for the recep- 
tion of the woundedi but on the dawn of the 14th, the 
fleets, to our- astonishment, were some leagues distant 
from each other : the British being to leeward in the 
south-east quarter, whilst the Combined fleets i^peared 
off Estepona. In the evening, the British fleet could 
only be ^scorered from the summit of the Rock. It 
seemed to the Garrisim, that the Spanish Admiral, bj 
having the weather-gage, had it in his option to bring 
the British fleet to action if he pleased. — The fleets 
being thus separated, the Panther about noon, endea- 
voured to join Lord Howe, but put bacV for want of 
wind. Seventeen gun-boats came from Algeziras, ap- 
parently to prevent her leaving the Bay ; but, observ- 
ing her cast anchor, they returned. 

The enemy's cannonade on tiie laud-ude was continu- 
ed with great vivacity. A few days, nay, probably 
hours, were to turn the balance for or against theJr fu- 
ture hopes of obtiuning the grand olyect of thnr 
wishes ; they were not therefore economical in th^ 
ammunition ; nor was the Garrison in the least behind 
with them in the brisk use of Ih^ ordnance. Lieut. 
Gromley, of the Royal artillery, was mortally wounded 
in the evening, at Willis's, and died soon aAer he was 
brought to the hopital. 

Part of the Combined fleets, in the morning of the 
1 5tb, were seen fthougb the weather was very hazy) off 
Marbella. The British fleet was out of sight : the 
Panther nevertheless, attempted to join them. About 
eight A.M. the wind came about to the eastward. In 
the forenoon, nine polacres sailed from the Spanish 
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camp, with troops on board, for Ceuta. This brought 
to our recollection the critical state of that Garrison, 
both as to men and proviMons, when Admiral Rodne; 
waa in their ndghboorbood in 1780 ; and the enemy, 
froDi embradng this opportunity of sending supplies, 
speared not entirety to have forgotten it. About 
noon, the British fleet was discovered in the offing, to 
the south-east of Ceuta, standing under an easy sail to- 
wards the Rock. At night, the Latona, with eight or 
ten transports, anchored in the Bay. They infbrraed as, 
that the Buffalo man of war, with the remaining twelve 
ships, bod separated (by order) from the fleet, but had 
not afterwards joined. This intelligence gave us some 
uneasiness for their safety ; hot we flattered ourselves 
they were gone, agreeably to instructions, to the Zafa- 
rine Islands, the place of rendeavous in case the fleets 
engaged. Capt. Conway, after a short conference with 
the GoTernor, returned in the morning of the 16th to 
the British fleet, which were cruising to the eastward 
of the Bock, with the wind at east. The Combined 
fleets were not in eight ■. we concluded therefore that 
they were gone into Malaga to make further repairs, 
aodjoin those ships which had been forced from the 
Bay on the llth. Since the arrival of the first trans- 
ports, the Garrison had been busily employed in dis- 
embarking the supplies. The fbrmsr fleets had prin- 
cipally brought US proviwons i this brought us only 
men and ammunidon, which probably might, without 
this supply, have become as scarce articles as the for. 
mer bad been. 

The exertions of the Navy not being Eucces(,ful in 
floating the St. Michael, a hundred sulora were de- 
tached OB hoard, on the 17th, to their osdslance ; and 
not long aJWwards, she was anchored off the New 
mole. It was peculiarly fbrtonate that she grounded 
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oa a banli of sand, though ehe was surrounded with 
ri>cks : her bottom was thereftn^ little injured. Sir 
Charles Knowles, Bart., who had been formerly on this 
station, was appointed to command her. The wind 
had now changed to the south-west; and in the fore- 
noon of the same day, a British frigate appeared from 
the weet. She made a signal when oS Europa, which 
being answered by our fleel, ehe immediatDly joined 
them. At night, the gun-boats beii^ heard in the Bay, 
our batteries were manned to receive tbem ; but, upon 
a gun beii^ fired from the St. Michael, they threw up 
Iheir rocliets, and returned. Some were of opinion 
that they meditated an attempt to cut her out. The 
16th, the wind ?gain came about to the east ; and the 
Buffalo, with eleven of the missing transports, arrived 
in tile course of the day. These ships, as we had con - 
jectured, had separated from the fleet, and were pro- 
ceeding to the place of rendezvous, when, not bearing 
the engagement, and the wind veerbg about, they re- 
turned, and were very near joining the Combined fleets, 
but discovered their error time enoi^h to rectity it. 
The mis^ng vessel, they informed ua, hod been taken 
by the enemy, some days before, off Malaga i and hav- 
ing on board, the wives and baggage of the two re^- 
ments which were on board the fleet, and were intend, 
ed for our reinforcement, her capture greatly distressed 
those corps, and the Garrison heartily condoled with 
them. The Latona, in her return to the fleet, chased 
and boarded a vessel, which proved to be a Spanish 
fire-ship. The crew deserting her, were conducted, 
by two gun-boats attendii^, to a leheque at some dis- 
tance, which afterwards went into Ceuta. The priie 
was sent info the Bay, About noon, four or Ave men 
of war arrived from the fleet, with the 25th and 5Uth 
n-giments. Lord Mulgrave, who commanded the dis- 
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embmrkatioD, landed the troops with the greatest expe- 
dition undor the line-wail at the New mole, Bo»a and 
Camp Bajg, and returned to Lord Howe off Tetuaa. 
The two regimenta were encamped before ten o'clock 
at night ; the formeF behind the bBrraclu, the latter 
vpon l^iodmill-hill. We now learned that the Ad- 
mirul, having accompllBhed the objeot of the expedi- 
tion, intended to embrace the favourable opportumty 
of the wind, and immediatelj return to the westward. 
In the course of the n^ht, the fire-ahip brought in by 
Capt. Conwaj was purposely set on fire, and being an- 
chored apart from the shipping, blew up without doing 
any damage, The Lntona soon afterwards joined the 
British fleet. Capl. Vallotton, the Governor's first 
Aide-de-camp, embarked in her to bear home the pub- 
lic dispatches. Capt. Curtis also went in her to com- 
municate a message from the Governm- to Lord Howe, 
and did not retarn. 

At day-break on the 19th, both fleets, to our great 
astonishment, were in sight ; the Combined fleets beii^ 
some leagues to windward. When the British fleet 
was abreast of Europa, Lord Howe dispatched the 
Tisipbone fire-ship, with a further snpply of powder 
collected from Uie fleet. The British fleet afterwards 
put before the wind, and stood, under an eatg sail, in 
close order to the westward. The Van of the Com- 
bined fleet, composed of French ships, followed with a 
preia of canvass at some distance. By two o'clock p. n. 
Lord Howe was ont of sight ; but the Spanish ships 
sailing heavily, it was night before they disappeared. 
Though fiiUj convinced of the prudence of lus Lord- 
ship's conduct, it was no very pleasing prospect for a 
British Garrison to behold a British fleet, though in- 
ferior in force, lead the enemy. At night, the wind 
changed to the south-west ; and the socceeding day, a 
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brisk cannonade was heard from that quarter. This 
however could not proceed from the action which tSter- 
wards took place between the fleets, as the firing was 
beard earlj in the morning.* Some time on the 10th, 
a guard of two subalterns, and ninetj-siz men, was 
ordered from the 25th and 59th r^pments oa board 
the St. ACchael, where they remained till she was com- 
pletely repaired. 

* Tbe preceding glorious victory oTlbe Gairiion orertbe 
combined powers of Spain and France, and tbe rortunntc 
drcuautances attending this relief, which fiixill; determin- 
ed tbe bte of Gibialtar, and undoubtedly hod muteriBl in- 
Huence-in producing the ensuing peace, were eEteemed 
events of snch moment, that the City of LondoD •oled on 
historicBl Painting to be placed in tbe new Council-Cbam. 
ber at Guildhall, as a tettimony of their respect to the gal- 
lant conduct of Sir George Augustus Eliotc, E. B. Goier- 
nor of Gibraltar, Lord Viscount Huwe, Commander of the 
fleet, and the rest of his Majesty's Offlrera, Soldiers, and 
Sailors, employed in the defence and relief of thai import- 
Mr, Copley, whose penal as an historical painter bad re- 
cently received an adilitional laurel by a pointing represent- 
ing the Death of the immortal Chatham, wai selected as 
being the best qualified to execute this public monument, 
so worthy the first City in tbe uniterfe. The vote was 
passed in 1783; and thii Qentleman baa employed tbe 
greatest part of his lime since that period on this subject. 
The Fainting is necessarily divided into two compart- 
ments : the upper one, eihibiting the Victory of the Garri- 
son, is 23 feet long by 16^ feet high ; the under compart- 
ment, representing its Belief, is 6 feet in beight, by the 
above-mentioned length ; tbe whole nuking 22j feet by 



„ Google 



340 HlSTOar OF THE 

Seteral large shipa were observed, on the 20th, to 
be anchored at some digtaore Irom Algeziras ; aod aa 
six or seven were conjectnred to be fire-ships, precau- 
tions were accordingl; taken, and the batteries from 
South hastion to Enropa ordered, in case of alarm, to 
he donbl; manned. The enemj, the eame day, got off 
the EOMi of war which ran ashore near their Grand 

Berved in the French camp ; and on thii succeeding 
day most of the tents were stmck. In the afternoon, 
the Spanish priest was confined to his house, for hold- 
ing- conversation with some of the prisoners on Wind- 
mill-hill. The enemy's cannonade was still conlinaed, 
upon an average of about five or six hundred roundt 
in the twenty-four hours. They Uned some part of the 
new boyau with fascines, tmd raised a few traverses id 
the rear, notwithstanding our brisk fire: they were, how- 

than the roagDiGcent and sublimely-grand combination of 
objects which tbe ingenious wtiat has exhibited on its sur- 
face is lo the abilitiei of the painter. Mr. Copley, for the 
chief compartment, has with happy judgment selected 

British seamen, at the perilous hazard of their own lives, 
rescued a devoted enemy from inevitable destruction. The 
Governor. Lieut. GovernoT, and seventeen of the prindpal 
Officers of the Garrison (all portraits as large as life), are 
introduced in the forc^ground, as spectators of this heroic 
instance of courage and magnanimity wluch bo gloriously 
concluded the victory of the preceding day. At a distance 
is seen the Camp of ihe Combined armies of France and 
Spain.— The under coaipartment represents the Relief of 
ti.e Garrison by Lord Howe. The Kock of Gibraltar, with 
Ihe Comhincd fleets, is in the back ground ; and tlie tnins- 
jiQiiB are passing into Ihe Bay under cover of the British 
fleet. This painting is enriched also with the portraits of 
Lord Hone and other Naval officers. 
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ever, prevented from maMng any additions of conse- 
quence. Onthe22d,apolacreamvedlVoin Algiers, with 
intelligence from the British Consul, that Lord Howe 
had sailed for the relief of Gibraltar. Happily his 
Lordship had effected that business, and prohublj be- 
fore thej at AJgiers were informed of the British fleet 
having left England. 

The extreme distress which the Garrison had ei- 
perieneed in the close of the jears 1779 and 1760, and 
the great profits which, from the eiigencies of those 
periods, had arisen to the adventurers who ran die ha- 
zard of a vojage with provisions for our relief, were, 
bj this time, prettj generally known at home. The 
favom-able opportunity of a safe convoy under the 
British fleet, prompted, therefore, many masters of 
transports (some of whom had been in the Garrison be- 
fore daring the war) t« lay in a stock of varioas articles, 
with the prospect that the distresses of their friends 
might afford these truly hutaaite and generoiu patriots 
an occa^oD to sell them, on their arrival, at their own 
price. Aldiough these supplies were most highly ac- 
ceptable, jet the Garrison was not at this time in such 
absolute need of their assistance, as to pnrchase them 
at those enormous prices which before had been given 
with pleasure i nor injustice did we think, from the 
little risk the adventurers ran, that they deserved such 
immense profits, A Committee of officers from every 
corps assembled on the 23d, to consider nhat tneasnres 
to puTSne in order to prevent such impositions in 
fatnre ; and, as every article bronght to the Garrison 
was sold at public auction, it was unanimously agreed, 
that a certain price should be fixed upon each article, 
allowing such profit aa might reasonably be thought 
adei;[uate to the hazard ; and when the estimate was 
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published, everj officer (I believe) plei%ed bis honour 
not to exceed the terms tlierein specified. 

The prudent and manlj reg-ulation of the Comnuttee 
was Ntrictly attended to for about a fornight, but it had 
notthatimraediafeefTectwe expected; laanj of ovx gene- 
rous countrjinen, rather than dispose of their ventures 
for a profit of a hundred and &tty, and in some instances 
three hundred per cent., vetj liberallj determined to 
sell them for a trifling advanti^e at Lisbon, or else- 
where, in their way home. We should, nevertheless, 
have soon got the better of their obslinacj, had we con- 
tinued determined and consistent ourselves ; but some 
individuals, who preferred self-gratdficatloa to the pah- 
lie good, begiamng to evade the agreemeut, the whole 
was cancelled, and the demands of the adventurers be- 
came afterwards equally an exorbitant, if not more so 
than before. So little dependence is th re upon the 
adherence of a multitude to anj sumptuarj regulations, 
however essential to their real interest. 

The mortar-boats, on the night of the 23d, paid us > 
visit, and did considerable damage. Their sheila were 
chiefly directed towards the New mole. The Hector 
cutter, in the Government's service, was sunk by a shell, 
and every thing on board lost. Several other vessels 
narrow]; escaped the same fate. We fired upon them 
from Willis's and the Old mole ; but their gun-boats 
were silent. The 24th, we observed that the enemy 
had struck the tents of four or live battalions, and two 
regiments were seen this day marching along the beach. 
The day following, some baggage was observed remov- 
ing from the Duke's quarters ; which gave us great hopes 
that his Grace was preparing to leave the camp, and 
that matters were verging towards a conclusion. In 
the evening a deserter came in, a native Cataloniaji. 
He informed us there had been an engagement between 
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the British and Combioed fleefs, but could give oa no par- 
calirs. He fiirlber told us that their camp vae break- 
ing up ! eixleea batfaliona h&d alraadj marched avaj, 
and others were prepariEg to deeamp : that they had 
ceased to work in their approachas j and that Ihehr 
night-guards consiated of four thousand men, under 
the command of two brigadier generals : concluding 
with acquainting us, that the winter-camp before the 
Garrison waa to consist of tvent; thousand men ; that 
additional gun-boats were building to conatanti; harass 
us 1 and lliat a corporal and twelve men were stationed 
in the gardens to prevent desertion. The 26th, the 
tents occopied bj the Duke's corps encamped before 
Buena^ Vista were stmch : which served to increase our 
hopes that the prospect was not far distant of an end 
to our fotigues. I)on Juan Moreno left the Garrison 
the same daj, with a, £a^ of truce. Our boat could 
not learn any further account of the engagement ; bat 
the officers were informed, that a general peace was ex- 
pected, as the Americana had been acknowledged inde- 
pendent bj Great Britan. 

More battalions leftthe enemj's camp on the 27(h : 
their cannonade nevertheless was continued, and seve- 
ral shot ranged as far as the entrance of Wlndmitl-hil), 
a distance of about five thousand jorda. Their camp 
was still decreaaing on the 28th and 29th ; and we 
jodged fi-om our observations, that about tnentj-three 
battalions, with a brigade of artillery, had marched into 
the country. The last deserters aud many had taken 
their route to Cadiz. The 30th, we observed the ene- 
my had stationed a guard nnder the Rock near the 
Devil's lower. They were taken some notice of by our 
artillery, who endeavoured to annoy them with small 
projectiles from the summit of the Northern fronL 
The Tiaiphone, Captun Sandys, with five or aii ord- 
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rancp-ships (liaving a hundred and mxtj Jews onboard, 
sailed for England enrlj in the morning of the 31st. 
The same da;, a soldier of Ibe9Tth regiment wiu killed 
at Rosia, b; a long-range shot froAi the Isthmus. 

Three deserters came in on the 2d and 4th of No- 
vember, but could give no satisfactory information re- 
lative to the action hetneen the fleets. Thej said the 
French troops had quitted the camp with the Royal 
volunteers. The enemy's camp continued to break up 
on the 7th and 8th, though some of the regiments, it 
nas imagined, took possession of the large building 
eastward of Point Malo, which had been built for an 
hospital. On the 7th, two men of war and a sloop 
(supposed to be French, from the West-Indies) passed 
to the eastward. The Spanish gun-boats seemed to 
suspect the; were enemies, and intended to come in ) 
as the; were in motion, and appeared to be proparing 
for an attaok. The 6th, twenty-three gun-boats pa- 
raded at a short distance from tho Garrison, extend- 
ing in a line a-head to the southward. We expected an 
attack upon the St. Michael ; but an easterly wind 
springing up, thej returned. They had scarcely got 
back, when a signal was made at Cabrita Point, and 
they again pnt about. Our attention was engaged by 
this manceuvre ; and upon investigating the cause, we 
discovered a sloop standing towards the Garrison li-om 
the eastward. If this vessel had continued the course 
die then steered, she might undoubtedly have reached 
the Rock : whether, however, it was owing to the west- 
erly current off Europa, or the ignorance of the crew, 
we could not determine ; in the course of an hour she 
drove so considerably to leeward, as to be out of the 
protection of our guns, and after receiving several dis- 
charges of rounds and grape from the gun-boats, was 
boarded by the enemy. Sir Charles Knowles, Bart., 
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(who since Capt. CurlaB's departure, commanded in the 
Bay) ordered several barges out to her assistance, but 
to no purpose. A boat, with five of her crew, escaped 
to the Garrison, and informed ua ahe was laden with 
si^ar and tea from Falmouth. Soon afterwards, a 
Danish dogger was brought to an anchor in the Bay, 
b; a gun from Europa : she was laden with rice and 
pilchards from Ei^land. A flag of truce, on the 9th, 
vent with a letter to the Duke ; and in the evening, 
another brought over Ensign Lewis, of the 58th r^- 
ment, with a Quarter-master and a volunteer of the 
25th, who had been taken in the Minerva brig, with 
tho baggage, &c. of the 25t!i and S9th regiments. 
This Sag also brought over other prisoners. By these 
gentlemen, we learned that an engagement had tnlien 
place between Lord Howe and Admiral Cordova, and 
that the latter was returned into port with hix fleet 
much shattered. 

After the departure of the fleets, little attention was 
paid by the enemy to the blockade. Not one cruiser 
was now to be seen in the Straits, or to the Eastward ; 
and tew vessels of force were stationed at Cabrita 
Point. The idea of gaining Gibraltar, either by force 
or stratagem, seemed at length to be totally relinquish - 
ed. Their cannonade from the land nevertheless was 
continued ; but as it gradually diminished, and scarce 
exceeded at this timetwohundredandfiftyroundsinthe 
twenty-four hours, we im^ined it would in a short time 
totally cease. The St. Philip's Castle, and several 
ordnance ships, had left the Bay the evening of the Sth, 
and OD the 10th and 12th, two light vessels came to 
Algeziras, which from their appearance were thought 
to be of the latter. On the 12th, a Bag cf truce went 
with a letter to the Duke : whilst it was out, the ene- 
my's gun-boats commenced a smart cannonade upon 
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the St. Mchael (which wm now refittedj, whilst their 
mortar-boats bombarded our csmp. We returned 
their fire t and two of the mortar-boats retired tctj 
early, the others following them in about an boor. 
Three or four shot were firod through the St. Michael, 
but no other damage was received. Our flag returned 
,iu;t as the cannonade ceased. As i^ appeared pri^tw 
hie that tlie enemy might renew their attacks upon 
the priie, Colonel Williams, who commanded the ar- 
tillery, ordered more mortars to be distributed along 
the sea-line, from the King's bastion to the New-mole 
fort. The 15th, a regiment quitted their camp ; and 
at night their workmen rajied about twenty traversat 
in the rear of Iheu- advanced boyau, eitending from 
the parallel about half the length of the work. Onr 
fire al this period wa« variable. The day following, 
between twenty and thirty transports, with troops on 
board, suled under convoy of two frigates for the west- 
ward. Their artillery also about this time removed 
most of the orduonce from their park to the landing, 
place ; where we numbered thirty cannon and fire mor- 
tars, with a great quantity of shot and shells ready fbr 
embarkation. The 17lh, a lebeque, and several armed 
vessels and gmi-boats, anchored at Cabrita Point, aa if 
they had determined to renew the blockade. Three 
days after, all the Spanish prisoners taken in the St. 
Michael, exceptii^ a few who choM to remain behind, 
were sent to the camp. The Spanish officers, on this 
occasion, informed us that there had been an engage- 
ment between the British and Combined fleets, which 
had endedlotheadvantageof the,ywrowr. In the even- 
ing of the 20th, a paitj of about a hundred men were 
seen to go from the eastern part of the enemy's paral- 
lel to the back of the rock. We could not at that time 
account for the marching of these troops. The small 
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craft continued at Cabrita Point, the mon of war rLad 
lai^er yessels being at anchor o0 the Omnge-grove. 
Foot sail of the line and three trigatea, besides xe- 
beques. Sic. were now in the Bay. The en^my , on the 
3lBt and 22d, embarlied a vast quantity of powder from 
tbpir grand magazine on board the men of war. Most of 
the spare ordnance had already been shipped onboard, 
and others were removing didly toward the beach. 

Two boats arrived on the 23d from Portugal : they 
brought certain intelligence of the preceding action be- 
tween the floats. The particulars of tlus intelligence 
were, that a partial aclion had laten place between the 
British, of thirty-fonr ships, and the Combined fleets of 
fortj-aii ships of the line ; that, though the latter had 
the weather-gage, they studioualj avoided a close en- 
gf^emeot ; and after a cannonade of several hours, 
hauled their wind, and directed their course to Cadiz. 
The same day, Lieut. John M'Kenzte, of the 73d, waa 
dangerously wounded at Willis's. The enemy's fire 
now scarcely exceeded a hundred and fifly rounds. 
Two more boats got in from Faro the night of the 261h. 
Our success in obtaining these welcome supplies, ren- 
dered the enemy more vigilant and acUve to intercept 
them : every boat, even friends, which approached the 
Rock, raised their snspicion. 

Thoagh every appearance in their camp indicated 
that they had given np all hopes of subduing the Gar- 
rison by force, their parties on the Isthmus continued 
to be very busy, and some evenings they made addi- 
tions of traverses to their worlss. Heavy timber was 
also broi^ht forward to the parallel, but for what pur- 
pose we could not then imagine. Their advanced 
parties haid likewise the audacity frequently to approach 
half way upon the causeway from Bay- side; but the 
artillery having orders to scour the gardens, and the 
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neighbourhood of Baj-side, with grape from the Old 
mole, their curiosity in a short time was prettj welL 
cooled. Towards the close of this month, the enemj's 
fire became more taJBt and ill directed, whilst ours 
Mas more animated and effectusL Oiir engineers con- 
tinued to be constantly engaged. The rebuildii^ of the 
whole flank of the Prince of Orange's bastion, a hundred 
and twent; feet in length, with solid masonry, (nhich was 
now nearly finished), in the face of such powerful ar- 
tillery, can scarcely be paralleled in any siege. 

In thebeginning of December, the AchilleB ordnance 
ship, with two or three boats, arrived from England 
and Portugal. The 6th, a Venetian ship was driven 
by the current under the guns of Europa ; we fired to 
tn-bg her lo, and the master inntantiy came ashore, and 
informed us she was hound to London ; but, before he 
could return, his vessel was boarded by three gan- 
boats, which towed her to Algeziras. The master 
then came into the Garrison, and at night was permit- 
ted to follow his vessel. The following evening, & 
German deserted to us from the Walloon guards. He 
informed us, that the enemy stationed every evening a 
guard of three hundred men near the Devil's tower, 
where they had miners at work in a cave ; hoping to 
form a mine, to blow up the north part of the Rock. 
We paid no kind of attenlion at first to this in- 
telligence ; so ridiculous, and even chimerical, the 
scheme appeared. Recollecting however that a party 
had been observed to march that way some evenings 
before, and remarking, upon a closer inspection, that 
every evenii^ a numerous body of men approached 
aloi^ the eastern shore towards that quarter, we began 
to give some credit to this singular information.* The 

■ In 1727, the beuegets formed the design of blowing up 
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abore deserter also inforraed ds, that the enemj had 
removed some ordnance from the parallel, and that 
their guards and adranced parties were alill rer; 
strong. 

By this period, our engineers had penetrated a eon- 
ddersble distance in the gallery above Farringdon's 
battery, and had opened five embrasures to the front of 
the Rock ; and, to have a more secure communicatioD 
to this gi[^ular work, a, covered way was sunk, by 
blasting the rock from the above battery, to the en- 
trance of the gallery. The success with which this 
work had beeit proeecuted, and the considerable advan- 
tages which promised to result irom it when finished, 
induced the Governor to order that a umilar battery, 
but only fi^r two guns, should be made in the Rock near 
Croucbett's battery, above the Prince of Hesse's bastion, 
and the workmen bad now mode some advances therein. 
On the 12th, aguafd-boatof the St. Michael, with two 
officers and seven sailors, went over to the enemy. 
We afterwards learned from the officers, who returned 
in a fiag of truce, that the sailors rose upon them, say- 
ing they were resolved to go over to the enemy ; that 
Lieut. Small, who commanded the boat, drew his han- 
ger, and attempted a stroke at the man who was 
spokesman upon the occasion ; but th at he was knocked 
<^wn by the coxswain with the tiUer of the rudder : 
that, whilst he was thus senseless, they had it in debate 
to throw him overboard ; but, by the intercession of the 
young midshipman, he was preserved, and, when taken 
ashore, was some time before he recovered. 

Willis's batteries by a mine ; but it is imagined they foiuid 
it impracticable, as tbey never atlempted to spring die 
mine, though the journal of thiit siege men^ona it was 
loaded. 



-„ Google 



350 HISTORY OF THE 

The enemy's parties under the rock, near tfae Devil's 
tower, began now to engage our curiosity. Every part 
of the nortb (Wint was explored, to endeavour, if possi- 
ble, to discover what the; were about. At leog^ on 
the 15th, a place was found above Oremi's-1oi%e, 
whence we could distingiush apart of their work. The 
coiDmunicalion with this post, baing along a level beach, 
was grpatlj eiposed to our fire. When their parties 
were discovered advancing from the east flank of the 
siity-four-guji bntterj, our artillerj at Willla'a and on 
the heights prepared to salute them. The; were per- 
mitted to approach unmolested within two or three 
hundred ^ards, when a general voile; was discharged 
of cohorn-Ehelis, with grape, seconded b; the mortars 
on the Levant batter;, loaded with hand-ehetls, or gre- 
nades, quilted together, A chance, ormine, was some- 
times sprung upon them trom the top, when the; had 
nearlj got under the rock ; the stones from wluch add- 
ed not a Uttle to their confusion and loss. Notwith- 
standing they were in this mano^, obliged every eren- 
ing to pass the gantlope of oar Ore, the; continued to 
bring materials, and muntained their post with surpris- 
ing obstinacy. Some of the guard were seen frequently, 
in the 'lay, to advance from their cover: a party of 
Corsicans, who hitherto had done no other duty than 
guard the prisoners on Windmill-hiil, were ordered 
therefore to the post above Green's lodge, to fire wall- 
pieces upon those that appeared from below. 

A flag of truce went fi^jra the Garrison en the 17th. 
The Spanish Aide-de-camp informed us, that prelimi- 
naries of a General Peace were expected to be signed 
in the course of the month. The succeeding day ano- 
ther fli^ went from the Governor with letters to the 
Dnke : It had scarcely returned, when twenty-nine gun 
and mortar boat* commenced a spirited attack upon the 
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St. Mich&el, and other shipe, at ajicbor off Buena- Vista. 
Since these boats hod made a cuatomof firing upon the 
GarrisoD, we never remarked them to be arranged with 
more judgment, or to behave with greater gallontr; than 
the; did on this occasion. The mortar-boatii composed 
the centre division, and a division of gunboats was ar- 
ranged on each Aank ; their line of battle extending 
about two miles. The; got their distance the first 
round, and ret^ned it with such predsion, that almost 
every shell fell within fitlj yards of the St. Michael, 
which was the chief object of their attaclf. The seven- 
ty-fourth shell fell on board, about midship ; pierced 
the first, and brolie on the lower deck ; killed four, and 
wounded eleven sulors, three of them mortally. Af- 
ter this accident, Sir Charles Knowles, bdng ap5>re- 
hensive of the most fatal consequences, if a shell should 
fall into the magazine, removed the powder, through 
the opposite port-holes, into a launch, which was im- 
mediately towed under th« rock : eighty barrels, which 
could not be removed, were thrown into the sea. The 
enemy still mainluned a warm fire, but, it is imagined, 
did not observe that any liad fallen od board. Several 
shells carried away ornaments aud parts of her rigging : 
fortunately however she rec«ved no further injury. Not 
one shell came ashore from the boats. Captain Gib- 
son, at the commencement of the action, rowed out 
with eight gun-boats from the New mole, and very 
warmly attacked their northern division. On his ap- 
pearing in motion, three parapet-boats advanced Ironi 
the Orange-grove to take our haa.ta in flank. One of 
this number was however soon disabled by the Gar- 
rison, and the other two joined the main body. When 
the eoemy had expended their ammunition, the mor- 
lar-boats retired, and the gun-boats covered their re- 
treat in a most beautiful manner. They stood towards 
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the Or&nge-grove, and embarked some of th^ crews 
ou board the men of war. Three of the line-of 'battle 
ahipa, two frigates, and a xebeque, with several bomb- 
ketches, and other vessels, which were all laden with 
miUtar]' stores, swled to the westward. The enemj's 
land-batteriei, as is mentioned before, were gradually 
dirmaiihing in th«r fire ) but upon this occa^on, the; 
■npported the boats from the Bay, with a ver; animat- 
ed additional camionade. 

The ranunder of the enemy's ships, laden with 
military stores, sailed on the night of the 19th fiTim 
the Orange.gTOve to the westward. The wind con- 
tinned easterly ; and on the succeeding i^ht, or rather 
die morning of the &]gt, blew so strong a gale, thattii* 
St. Michael was driven from ber anchors more than 
half-bay over : every ezertioo was made to recover her 
•tation, bat all proved ineffectual ; when fortunately 
an eddy-wind brought her about, and Sir Charles 
Knowlra was happy to run her aground within the New 
mole on a sand-bank south of the tank. The gale was 
M powerful on Windmill-hill, that the tents of the 59th 
re^ment were torn from the pickets, and carried a cou- 
uderable distance from the camp^gronnd. To obviate 
the like disagreeable circumstances in future, that 
regiment was removed to encamp in Southport ditch, 
opposite Sydow's (formerly Hardenberg'e) regiment. 
This arrangement obliged the town-parade to be chang- 
ed ; and the guards afterwards assembled on the Red 
sands, which contiuues at this time to be the general 
parade. In the course of the day, the St. Michael 
was warped into deep water, and moored in the New 
mole. At night a deserter came in : he informed us 
that the enemy had twenty miners at work near the 
Devil'f tower, protected by a strong guard ; that we 
annoyed Iheir communication with that post very much, 
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and evei7 eTesing killed and wounded msin; men. In 
conaequence of this intelligence, our fire towards that 
quarter was increased. A fl^ of truce, on the 20th, 
bad informed us that the women belonging to the 25tb 
and 59th regiments were at the enemj'a camp, waiting 
more moderate weather, to be sent by water into the 
Garrison. The 22d, they were received ; but upon 
their landing were conducted to the Naval hospital, 
where some few of Ihem were detained bj the faculty 
as exceptionable. Lieut. Small, of the Navy, came 
over on the 23d in a flag of truce. He told us the ene- 
my's small craft bad materially suffered from the storm 
which had so greatly endangered the St. Michael. 
The Diike de Crillon, the day following, visited the pa- 
TsUel, and was present in the western boyau, whilst an 
engineer picketed out a work at the extremity of it, near 
the beach. At intervals, we could now distinctly hear 
the explosion of tie mines in the enemy's care or gal. 
lery at the Devil's tower. Few men were however to 
be seen in that neighbourhood ; though at nigbt they 
continued the reliefs and brought materials as usual. 

In the afternoon of the 2Sth, we observed the gun 
and morlar boats in motion ; and abont four o'clock, 
eighteen of the former, and eleven of the latter, advanc- 
ed from Algeziraa, apparently with an intention of re- 
newing their attack upon the unfortunate St. Michael ; 
but eleven of our gun-boats opposing them, the centre 
division of mortar-boats, and the southward division, 
stood towards Europa, and began a warm bombard- 
tnent upon our Camp, throwing their shells indiscri- 
nunately from Windroill-hill to South shed. Our gun- 
boats in this action behaved with great gallantry, direct- 
ing their oppoution entirely agiunst the mortar-hoats ; 
the (ire of which they in a great measure diverted from 
the shipping. A blind shell nevertheless f?U into the 
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w*rd-room of the St. bCchael ; and another shell car- 
ried awa; the mUea-mast of the Porcupioe frigate, and 
burst in the atete-cabjn. Seven or eight shells fell 
within the hosjutal-wall : one disploded in a ward, and 
killad and vounded several of the sick. Several houses 
and Bbeds were also destrojed, and others conuderabl; 
iigured. In short, it was thought to be the warmeat 
attack we had ever experienced from the gnn-hoats ; 
and our men, bein^ mostl; in spirits after their C&rist- 
lau dinner, were conseqaeotl; less npon th^ guard. 
One was killed, and seven were wounded, in the oamp. 
As our artillerj had time to prepare, the enemjr's 
cannonade was returned with great vivfunlj ; bnt the 
mortar-buats and southward division had taken so judi- 
cious B, Btation, that few ordnance could be brought to 
bear upon them. We had nevertheless some reason to 
conclude their loss was superior lo our own. Their 
land-batteries (with the addition of Fort St, Plulip and 
the Black battery, which bad been silent some time) 
upon thia occasion, as upon the last, increased their 
fire upon the town. We therefore had the enemj 
upon our whole frnnt, Ir-om Europa Point to Landport. 
At a. quarter past eli o'clock, the mortar-boats retired, 
and were covered in tbeir retreat bj the gun-boats as 
beftre.* This dishonourable and cruel mode of prose- 

' It WAS during this attack, that the materials &om vhidi 
this work is compiled, were in the most immin«it danger 
of being entirely destroyed — A thirteen-inch shell &om the 
enemy's morlar-boals, falling above the Camp-guard, rolled 
along the road leading from Buena- Vista, luid entered the 
Author's marquee : tbougb lighted when it entered, and 
though its force must have been greatly apenl upon tJie 
ground, ihe fiise luckily broke as it lodged within, and the 
marquee, with the furniture, by that fortunate circumstance 
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cntiog the war, w© bad reason to thine, would be con- 
tinued till a peace should put an end to all hostilities. 
The eocinj had been verj induetrioiu in impressing 
this pleasijig infornutiioQ on the memoriefi of the vo- 
men, who bod been latel; debuned by the weather in 
their eamp. The; wra-e told /or their comfort, th&t, aa 
the bcdegtog arm; had been reluctantly compelled to 
relinquish the idea of recovering Gibraltar, tiiey were 
determined to harass and alarm the Garrison bj suc- 
cessive attacks from the gon and mortar boats, which, 
for the purpose of having regular relietb, were to be in- 
creased in number ; thus, b; being e^iosed to a re- 
TengefUl enemy, the pro^iect before as promised to lie 
more irksome and vexatious than the more interesting 
period which had passed. 

Although, the ennnj's Are jrom the Isthmus was al- 
most discontinued, the Governor, towards the conclu- 
Hon of December, made up for their deficienoy bj a 
more animated discharge than usual : every night the 
whole North front appeared a continued line of fire. 
Tlie Devil's tower chiefly et^aged his attention ; their 
guard at this post generally relieved about seven <« 
eight o'clock in the evening, if not prevented by our 
fire. The work (which we could discover) of sand- 
bags was totally destroyed ; and the slopi^ timbers 
which they bad placed against the rock to protect them 
from the ortfr-AmJ fire, were much shattered by the 
weighty fragments of rock which were hurled upon 
them from above. The night uf the 27th, the enemy 
opened three embrasures in the epaulement at the east 
end of the sixty -four-gun battery. The embrasures 
were then masked, and, the succeeding ereniug, were 
faced with fascines. The night of the 2Sth, they rais- 
ed a work of sand-b^pi, of about a hundred feet in ex- 
tent, at the western extremity of the new boyau. It 
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wwi pic1i<>ted out when the Duke was present, and ei- 
tended to the rear at riglit angles with the epanlement. 
The 30th, mnet«eD gun and niort&r boats came out of 
the ri»er Palniones, where thej generally retired to re- 
pair, after firing npon the Garrison. The evening of 
the SDcceeding da; being very calm, and some move- 
ments bdng observed amongst' them, we expected they 
would commence the new year with another vi^t : but 
we were happily disappoiated. Since we were sofB- 
ciently persuaded of the conduct which the enemy had 
determined to pursue for the remainder of the war, 
the Governor again adopted the idea of retaliatioii i 
the guu mounted on Col. Williams' elevated carrisgo 
was removed to the Old-mole head, and other prepara- 
tions were made to annoy their camp, when the boats 
sbootd renew their attack. In the course of Decem- 
ber, several vessels and boats arrived with stores and 
supplies. Others likewise left the Bay, and flags of 
truca frequently passed between the Governor and the 
Duke. Their purport was not however pablicly known, 
The last day of December, a party of the Navy fish- 
ed up one of the guns from the wreck of the battering- 
ships ; and thefoUowingday, the first of January, 1783, 
the gun, which was of iron, and a twenty-ux pound- 
tTf was drawn in procesnon by the British tars, witH a 
Spanish raiugn which had been taken from on board 
one of the ships, displayed over it, and attended by a 
baud of munc, pla^g Ood tone the Kmg.* 

' Many more of tli?se guns were aflenrordi recotered 
from the wrecks ; and most of them being of brass, vere 
sold, and (he Eums, wilb otber monies oridng from the 
head-money gmnled bj Pwliameni for Ihe iMttering- ships, 
and the sale vS Ihe St. Michael prize were proportioned in 
shares lo the GarrisoD and marine brignde. 
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Our ob^rvatioiu made apon the enem/a procced- 
ioga at the Devil's tover, were m yet rerj uosatisfoc- 
torj ; though, hj the Bnterprising activity of & Serjeant 
in the artificers, we knew that they were in reality, at 
work in a cave : for he had descended, by means of 
ropes and ladders, so low aa to see the moath of the 
cave, and hear the people converse. Early, therefore, 
on the morning of the 4th, three of the Governor's 
Aide-de-campg went in a barge, protected by two gun- 
boats, to reconnoitre this post. Their curiosity 
prompted them to ^proach nearer than was perhaps 
prudent, as the guard fired musketry upon them, and 
a gun or two were discharged from Fort Barbara 
Soou after they returned, the new three-gun battery, 
at the east end of the uity-four gun battery, was 
QQinasked, though the guns were under metal. In the 
afternoon of the same day, the gun and mortar-boats 
advanced in two divisions irom Algeziras, and, when 
half-baj over, were joined by a tlurd division of five 
troni Cabrita Point, consisting in all of thirty-three. 
The centre division of sixteen, principally mortar-boats 
was warmly attacked by Sir Charles Knowles, with 
eleven of ours, whilst the northern division was as 
briskly annoyed from the King's bastion. This divi- 
uon of twelve gnn4>oats had the boldness to approach 
within the range of grape, and suffered very consider- 
ably. One waa undoHbtedl; sunk by an howitzer shell, 
and others were greatly damaged. Two of the mor. 
tu'-boats were abo driven ftom the line, and sevwal 
others were observed to b« in confusion. The land- 
batteries, which had been silent Mnce the Duke had vi. 
sited the lines on the 2d of January, seconded the at- 
tack by sea with a ver; animated fire. The Bay bnng 
calm, and Utile wind blowii^ to carry off the smoke, 
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the ^pearance of tbu attack all to^etlieT, frtnn 
ths pztent of the front engaged, was tremeadoos. 
Lieatenant HoUowaj, of the engineers. Aide-de- 
camp to Genera! Green, was wounded by a t^int^ of 
a shell, which fell <^podte to General De la Motte's 
quarters at the southward, where the staff at the soatb- 
ward usually assembled upon these occasions. Two 
men were killed, and one wounded, in the Garrison ; 
but the seamen had no casuals. The St. Michael also 
on tlus occasion escaped ; and it was remarked, not 
one shell fell near the hospital. When the boats had 
expended eighty-three shot, and two hundred and sii 
^ells, they retired : from the Isthmus five hundred 
and seventy-eight shot, and a hundred and two shdli, 
were dLicharged in this short period. 

When our ortilta'y had put the batteries in order, 
a party was detached, sbont dght in the evening, to 
the Old mole ; and upwards of a hundred rounds of 
red-hot shot, with iaige and snum ^leUs, were thrown 
into the enemy's camp : all appeared to answer, except 
the heavy shells, the fuses of wMch were too short for 
the range. The following morning, several pieces of 
a gun-boat, an oar, with some bread, garlick, &c. were 
seen floating in the Bay, tmd gathered by our boats. 
This served to strengthen our conjecture of the pre- 
ceding evening, that one of the gun-boats had been 
sunk in the action. In the evening, about nine o'clock, 
our northern guards were surprised wilb a sudden dis- 
charge of musketry on the eauseway, and in the n^h- 
bourbood of Bay-side; it was immediately returned 
Aom Landport, and the lines, with a few rounds of 
grape from Covert-port batt6i7 ; after which there 
was a dead silence. The neit morning, a bloodj hat, 
with several shot-holes throogb it, was token up near 
Bay-side. We could not otherwise account for this 
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finng than bj suppoEni^ that some 3«ntriea, attempting 
to desert, had been obserred and pursued. One or 
two of our oirn men in the Flecha were vouided b; the 
scattered grape-shot from the Covert-port battery. 

The evening of the 9th, the enemy paraded with 
only twenty-three boats, seemingly with an intention 
of renewing thrir attaeb upon &e shippiog and Gar- 
rison i but Sir Charles appearing with his smaJl force, 
his opponents thuoght proper to retire. We were 
however alarmed, tarly the next morning, by their fir- 
ing upon the Garrison: they approached Tery cautious- 
ly, and directed their fire towards the New mole. Sir 
Charles Knowles hsd his boats soon manned ; but had 
not been long out, before one of them was unfijrtu- 
nately sunk by a splinter from one of our shells which 
burst in the nir. The crew ware instantly tahen up 
by their fncnds, and the boat towed in. The land, 
batteries opened as before, and continued firii^ until 
the boats retreated. Our shipping received no daEpage, 
nor were any seamen hurt ; but in the Garrison, we 
had one killed, and fifteen or sixteen wounded, bc^des 
a Jen', Ml inhalntant. One of thc-ir shells fell into the 
north paviUoB of the South barracks, and burst upon 
the second floor ; the officers were luckily out ; for the 
rooms, above and below, were totally destroyed. 
When the smoke had sufficiently dispersed, we num- 
bered thirty-eight boats, but could not distinguish (as 
their stems were towards us) how many carried mor- 
tars. The Governor saluted their camp in the even- 
ing from the Old mole. A boat arrived on the 1 1th 
from Fart., with dispatches to the Governor, The 
Brilliant tHgate was ordered soon atlerwards to be pre- 
pared for sea. 

The enemy's cannonade from the land, eicept when 
the gnn-boats fired, was at this time so trifiing, that it 
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scarce deserred the name of » contianntion. Our en- 
gineers were therefore employed in repairing ihe cut ■ 
t^n of the Grand batterr, the north face and fltuik of 
Mont^oe's bastion, with the adjoining curtain ; and 
though the men were much exposed in this duty, the 
enemy seldom if ever molested them. Their parties 
continued bringing various materials from the parallel 
to the post at the Deril's tower. We never al- 
lowed them to pass, or even appear, without a tremen- 
douB vollef of shells, and grape, and fi-agmeuts of 
stones, dischu^ed from the summit of the rock. But 
our Artillery were not solely engaged with the enemy 
in this quarter ; every annoyance that conld be devised 
was directed agtunst them in all quarters. The ord- 
nance, since the arrival of the last dispatches from Fa- 
ro, were kept in as quick action as the metal would 
permit. A party of Corsioons were also stationed in 
the lines, to pcnish their patroles, who fi-equontly had 
the audacity to approach within a few yards of the ex- 
tremity. The evenings of the IBth and 19th, the ene. 
my played off a number of rockets and other finj. 
works at Algeiiraa, accompanied with several dis- 
charges of cannon. They likewise saluted as from the 
lines with a voUey of shells, and twenty-oae rounds of 
shot. We could not divine (he cause of these rejoic- 
ings. On the S5th, some sparks of fire communicat- 
ing to an ammunition-boi at Mtddle-hiB guard, the 
contents blew up, and carried away great part of the 
wall and guard'hoose, bruising and burning several of 
the guard. The ei^ineers were immediately ordered 
to repair the breach, and not quit the post till the worlci 
were in thdr original state. A rdnforcement of a sub- 
altern from the line, with a drum and twenty-one rank 
and file, was ordered likewise to join that guard every 
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eveiung ; uid other regolatioiu relfttive to it vere ea- 
tt^lished. 

On the 29th, Lieut. Ai^elo Raffaeli, of the Corsi- 
CBD comp&nj, vas slightl; wounded in the tinea. In 
the eTemng, the gun and mortAr boats, in number twen- 
^-dght, fired npon our ahipping and the camp. The; 
took their stationa off Europa ajtd Roaia, apporsntlj 
determined to BToid the Gre from the King's Baation 
(which the^ had fonnd ao fatal to Iheii enterpriaea), 
and directed their fire pHncipallj againat the Brilliant 
frigate, which was then at anchor off Buena-Viata, and 
the St. Michael in the New mob. Thrir land-bat- 
t^ea opened at the same time, Meeting a fiirioas can- 
nonade into the town, and along our northern front. 
The Garriion returned thdr fire with great Tivacity, 
though not with their nsnal ancoeu. Our gUD-bo^ 
were also unfortunate, one of then being damaged very 
early in the action, and obliged to be towed Id. We 
bad three men killed, and eleven woonded ; aiz of whom 
were of iha 59th regiment. The enemy ditobarged 
from thdr boats two hundred and thir^-aix ^ot, and 
two hundred and twentj-fire shells ; and from the lath- 
mua, five hundred and fiftj-five shot, and two hundred 
and forty-Gve shells ; after which, the former retired, 
and the latter were ailent. The next da;, fonr gun- 
boats fired npon the Brilliant, en pofaanf, but soon re- 
tired. At night, a aoldier of the artillery, who had 
been punished some time before, threw himself down 
the precipice from the Queen's battery at Willia'a ; he 
paased ao qaickl; t>7 the men on duty, that he was acai^e- 
1; seen { and waa not known till be was miasing the 
next morning. In the conrae of the month, one of the 
2Sth r^iiment deserted, and another of the 5Stfa (who 
had been enterttuned from the number that remained 
behind of the prisoners, who were taken in the batter^ 
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ing-sbips) was ret&ken in attempting to get off. Two 
boatf come in also from Faro, and a third was intercept- 
ed in her passage. 

February was introduced b; an animated fire f^m 
the Garrison. Every part of the enemj's works felt 
the effects of our artillerj. Thus affairs were proceed- 
ing, when on the 2d, letters from the Duke de Crilton 
informed the Governor, that the preliminariet of a 
general peace had been signed between Great Britain, 
France, and Spain. When the boats met, the Span- 
iards rose up with transports of joj and cried out, " We 
" are all Jriendi ;" delivering the letters with the 
greatest apparent satisfaction. Thej could not inform 
ns what were the terms of the peace ; which occanon- 
ed some amietj in the Garrison relative to the fete of 
Gibraltar. Previous to the boats meeting, the enem; 
discharged about thirty rounds, but never, after the 
letters were delivered, fired upon the Garrison. Our 
artillery aJso ceased in the evening. The Spaniards, 
the succeeding day, advanced ii-om their works, and 
conversed with our scntriss in the lines, expressing their 
satisfaction that we were no longer at variance. This 
intercourse was however forbidden by the Governor, 
who ordered the guards to inform those who approach- 
ed our works, that all correspondence of this nature 
was to be enspended till official accounts were received 
from Engluid of the peace. General Eliott answered 
the Duke's letter on the 3d, and ordered the Captun 
of iulillery to fire an elevated shot, from Willis's, over 
any parties which might pass between their parallel and 
the Devil's tower. The Dulte, on the 5tb, informed 
the Governor that the blockade by sea was discontinu- 
ed : in consequence of which, a placard ivas published 
in the Garrison, signi^ing that the port of Oibrultar 
was again open. About noon, an elevated ^n was 
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wautonl; fired oeer their works, which was the last shot 
fired in this ^ege. 

This return of tranquillity, this prospect of plenty, 
and relief from the diul; TemtJanB of so tedious a siege 
could not fail to diffuse a general joy thronghont the 
Garrison. Indeed sach feelings are seldom exerienced ; 
thej baffle all attempts to describe them : &r bejODd the 
pleasttre resulting fi-om private instances of success or 
good fortune, ours was a lodal happiness ; and the 
benevolent sentiments acted upon the heart with addi- 
tional energy, on the prospect of meoUng those aa 
Mends, with whom we had been so long engaged in a 
succession of hostilities. 

The Duke on the 6th, informed the Governor that 
the prelinunaries had been signed the 20th of Jonnar; 
at Paris, and that Gibraltar was to remain in the pos- 
session of Great Britain. From this period, operations 
on both sides were suspended ; each partj oniionslj 
waiting offidal accounts from Ei^Und of the Peace. 
Towards the close of the month, the Dahe began to 
withdraw some of the ordnance from the advanced bat- 
teries, and to remove materials from the parallel to the 
camp. The Garrison, on tite other hand, were employ- 
ed in making repidrs, and in arran^ng various matters, 
which conld not before be attended to. Several ships, 
and a number of boats, arrived from Gi^land and 
Portugal i so that provisions became every day more 
abundant, and consequently the prices of articles more 
moderate. 

In the beginning of March, a schooner arrived from 
Barbary, with a letter accompanying a present of hnl- 
looks for the Governor. We were ignorant of the con- 
tents of the letter ; but it was imagined the subject was, 
to request a renewal of our friendship. Two officers 
and twenty-four Corsicans, who in their passage to 
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Gibraltar had b«eD chased ashore on the coast of Bar- 
bar; bj the Spaniards, anired also in this boat. Tha 
former Informed us, that apoa the commencement of 
the attack of the battering-ships on the preceding 13tb 
of September, the Moora at Tsngier repaired to their 
mosques, imploring Heaven in behalf of their old alUet ; 
and that, on recriving accoonta of the defeat of the ene- 
mj, tbej made publio rejoidi^, and gare everj demon- 
stration of their affection for the English nation. 

When the cessation of hostilities took place, parlies 
were almost dulj pas^ng between the Governor and 
the Ihike ; onA the Spamsh Aide-de-camps never omit- 
ted expressing their surprise that the GtoTomor had not 
jet heard from England. Their patience as well as 
ours was nearlj exhausted, when the long-expected 
fHgate arrived on the 10th of March : but for some 
time, even when she had got into the Baj, she kept ua 
in suspense, by steering cloje along the Spanish shore, 
and showing no colours. At length, however, the 
British ensign was displayed, and the annoos Garrison 
sainted her with a general huzza. She was tbe Thetis 
frigate, Ct4>tsin Blankett \ and soon after she anchor- 
ed. Sir Roger Curiis (who had been knighted for bis 
conduct on the 14th of September) landed with dis- 
patches for the Governor. The Duke de Oillon sent 
a parley to the Garrison in the evening, which was ans- 
■w^rei the succeedii^ daj. The subject of this corre- 
spondence probably was to appoint an interview between 
the Generals, as on the 12th his Grace, attended by his 
suite, came down to the extremity of the western boyau, 
and sent an Aide-de camp to inform the Governor he 
was arrived. General EHott, attended by Lieut. Eoeh- 
ler, his Aide-de camp, soon afterwards rode out by i 
Lower Forbes's, and was met by the Duke on the 
beacb, half way between the works and bay-side bar- i 
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rier. Both iiutiuitl; dismounted and embraced, When 
the salutations were over, they conversed about half an 
hour, ajid then returned to their respective commands. 
The cannon in the Spanish batteries were now all dis- 
mou)it«d ; and large parties were daily removing them, 
with ammunition, alao various maUrisls, ftom their 
post at the Devil's tower, to the lines and camp. As 
their goards were now con^derably diminished, num- 
bers of deserters were duly coming over to the Garri~ 
son. They were prinripall; foreigners ; and the reason 
they gave, was a dislike lo the service. 

The Duke, on the 18th, sent the Goveminr a present 
of a grey Andalusian horse. The 22d, the St. Michael 
man of war sailed for England, where she happily ar- 
rived safe. The day following, the Governor, accom- 
panied by Genera] Green, the chief engineer, with their 
Aido-de-camps, met the Duke in the Spanish works : 
they were conducted by his Grace through the whole, 
and afterwards to the cave at the Devil's tower. The 
Governor dined with the Duke at San Roque, and re- 
turned in the evening. The 31g(, the Duke de Crillon, 
accompanied by the Marquis de Saya, Prince de Ma- 

zarauo. Counts de JamaJique and de Serano, Don , 

the Intendant, and Captain Tendon, returned the visit. 
The Governor received his Grace near Forbes's ; and 
on entering the Garrison, a salute was fired of seven- 
teen pieces of cannon from the Grand battery. When 
the Duke appeared within the walls, the soldiers saltit- 
ed him with a general huzza : which, being unexpected, 
it was sdd, greatly confused him. The reason how- 
ever bang explained, ha seemed highly pleased with 
the Old Ei^lish custom ; and, as he passed up the 
main street, where the ruinous and desolate appearance 
of the town attracted a good deal of hia observation, his 
Grace behaved with great affability. 
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The officers of ihe Garrison were introduced by corps ■ 
to the Dnke, at the Convent. When the artillery v^e 
meotioDed, he received them in the most flattering man- 
ner : " Gentlemen," said his Grace, addressing himself 
to them, " I would rather see you here as friends, than 
" on yom- hatt^ies as enemies, where," added he, " yon 
" never spared me," The Duke afterwards visited the 
batteries on the heights. At Willis's he made some re- 
marks on the formidable appearance of the lower defen- 
ces ; observing, wUlst he pointed towards the Old-mole 
battery, that, " had not his opinion been over-ruled, he 
" should have directed all his efforts agunst that part 
" of the Garrison." The good state of our batteries 
in so abort a period product some complitnenl^ to the 
chief ei^neer ; and, when conducted into the gallery 
above Farringdon's battery,* his Grace was particular- 
ly astonished, especially when he was informed of its 
extent, which at that time was between five and six hun- 
dred feet. Turning to his suite, after eiploring the 
extremity, " These works," he exclaimed, " are worthy 
" of the Romikns." After dinner (at which were pre- 
sent the Generals and Brigadiers in the Garrison, with 
their suitesj he passed through the camp to E'.ropa, 
each regiment tumii^ out without arras, and giving 
three cheers. The youth and good appearance of the 
troops much engaged his attention. When his curio- 
sily was gratified in that quarter, he returned, and was 
conducted about eight o'clock without Landport, being 
saluted with seventeen caimon on his departure. His 
horse startled at the flash of the guna, and almost, if 
not entirely unhorsed him ; but be escaped without 
bdng hurt. The Duke, in the course of the eouTersa- 
tion at dinner, piud many handsome compliments to the 

■ Now called Windflor- 
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Goremor and Garrison for their noble defence. " He 
" had exerted himself (be sud) to the utmost of his 
'^ abilities; and, though he hud not been sucoesetu), 
" yet he was happj in haying bis Sovereign's approba- 
" tion of his conduct." 

Befoi e the Duke de Crillon entered the Garrison, 
the Count de Russ^niac, Colonel in the fVench service, 
(who, the reader may remember, was verj pre«ang for 
admtttance into the Garrison some few days after the 
defeat of the battering-ships, and who, for the sole pur- 
pose of feeing the place, hod remained behind) was ad- 
mitted into the Garrison without the Duke's know- 
ledge ; and being in the Fleche at Landport when the 
Duke was approaching from Forbes's, his Grace could 
not avoid seeing bim. As he had entered without the 
Duke's permission, his Grace requested he might not 
see him at the Convent ; and tbo Count being informed, 
withdrew into the Garrison, apparently much chagrined 
at the Duke's partioularity. Whan his Grace return- 
ed, it was said, orders were given, not to permit the 
Cotint to go back by waj of the lines. The followii^ 
evening, however, aft«r satisfnng his curiosity in the 
Garrison, he returned. 

The 2d of April, the Duke de Crillon quitted the 
camp in bis route to Madrid. He was succeeded in 
command by Lieut. General the Marquis de Saya, who 
had accompanied his Grace into the Garrison, and (what 
was very singular) had served as an officer at the pre- 
ceding siege of Gibraltar in 1 727. Deserters still con. 
dnued coming over to us, and the Spaniards were em- 
ployed in removing materials from the neutral ground 
to the lines. Letters often passed between the Marquis 
and General Ehott ; but though the latter requested 
to pay his compliments at San Roque, the etiquette ob- 
eerved by tite former (orders having been received from 
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Miidrid 1« preVEDt all inlerooarse) would not, for some 
time, permit him to receive the Governor. The 15th 
of April, Sir Rodger Curtia uited in the BrilliMit 
li4gat« on an embassj to the Emperor of Morocco : he 
took with him, as a present, four brass twentj-aii pound- 
ers (which had been weired from the wreck of the bat- 
tering-sbips) with proportionable ammimitioa. 

His Majestj haiing been pleased to confer npon the 
Governor the Most Honoumble Order of the Bath,* as a 
mark of His Rojal approbation for the defence of Gib- 
raltar ; and having signified his pleasare b; Sir Roger 
Curtis, that Lie atenoat- General Bo;d should act as 
His Majesty's representative in investing General Bliott 
with the ins^nia of the order, which ceremon; was to 
be performed in as splendid and magnificent a manner 
as the state of the Garrison wonld permit ; the en- 
gineers, soon after the arrival of the Thetis, began to 
erect a colonnade upon the rampart of the King's 
Bastion, that the honours might be conferred where 
the rictorj was gained. By the 23d of April (St. 
George's day) the colonnade was finished ; and every 
preparation fbr the ceremony bdng compleled, the 
Governor commenced by communicating to the troops 
the thanks of tbnr King and Country for their defence 
of Gibraltar. Detachments from all the regiments and 

* This was not the only honour eoaferred on the General 
for his services in defendiag Qibtaltar. Parliament voted 

him a bandiome peniion for life i and his Sovereign, on lus 
return to Britun in 17S7, gave bim ut additional mark of 
hi* approbadon, by dignifying him with the BciUsh Peer- 
age, by the stile and title of Lord Heathfield, Baron Heath- 
Beld of GibTslUr, vith the honourable distinction of t>ear- 
ing. in chief, with his own arms, the arms of the Garri- 
tinn — General Boyd was also honoured with the Order of 
the Balh, and General Green distinguished by a Baronetcy. 
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corps, vith all the officers not on dutj, were assembled 
in three lines on the Red sands at eight o'clock in the 
momiiig ; and the Governor, taking post in the centre 
of the second lioe, and the tunal complimetits being 
paid, his Eicellency addressed himself to the Qarrison 
at follows : 



" Gentlemen, 

" I bave assembled you this day, in 
nrder that the officers and soldiers nia;r receive, in 
the most public manner, an authentic declaration trans- 
mitted to me by the Secretary of State, eipres^ng 
the h^jb sense His Miyesty entertains of your roeri- 
torioua conduct in defence of this Garrison. The 
King's satisfaction upon this event was soon divulged 
to all the world, by Ms most gracious speech to both 
Houses of Parliament. The Honse of Lords and the 
House of Commons not only made the suitable pro- 
fessions in tbeir addresses to the Throne, but have 
soverally ei^oined me to communicate their a 
thanks by the following n ' ' 



" Die Veneris, 13 DecembrU, 1782. 

" Resolved, jiCTMiwduseiiften/e, by the Lords Spirit- 
ual and Temporal, in Parliament assembled, 
that this House doth highly approve and acknow- 
ledge the services of the Officers, Soldiers, and 
Sailors, lately employed in the defence of Gib- 
raltar ; and that General Elliot do signify the 
same to them." 
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'^DieJovis, i2 Deambris, 1782. 

" Resolved, wmine contradieeate^ that tiie thanks 
of thia House [Commons] be ^vento Lieut. 
General Bojd, Mqor Genaral De la Motte, 
Mqor Gener^ Green, Chief en^eer, to Sir 
Soger Cartis,Ent., and to the OScers, Soldiere, 
and Sailors, lately employed in tiie defwice of 
Gibraltar." 

The Governor then proceeded : — " No army has 
ever been rewarded by higher national honours ; uid 
it is well knovn how great, aniyersaJ, and spontaoeoDS 
were the rejoicings throughout the Idogdom, upon the 
news of your saccesa. These most not only give yoo 
inexpresdble pleasure, but afford matter of triumph to 
your dearest friends and latest posterity. As a farther 
proof how just yonr title is to such flattering distinc. 
tions at home, rest assured, from undoubted authority, 
that (he nations In Europe, and other parts, are etruok 
with admiratiou of your gallant behayiour ; even onr 
late resolute and determined antagonists do not scrapie 
to bestow the commendations due to such valour and 
perseverance. 

" 1 now most warmly congratulate you on these unit- 
ed and brilliant testimonies of qiprobation, amidst such 
numerous, such exalted tokens of applause : and/ot^gme 
me, faiihfaL con^tuont, if I luanbly cntBe your accept- 
ance ofmygreUefiilachtowledgeimnta. I ovJy presmne 
to aih thU favour, ai having been a conitant witnett of 
your ehteifal mbmisiion to the greatett hardihipi, your 
matchleti ipirit and exertiam, and on all occamotu, your 
heroic contempt of every danger." 

A graxidfea-de-joie was then fired by the line, each 
diflcharxe commencing with a royal salute of twenly- 
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one guns. Three cheers closed the ceremony. The 
Comroander in Chief, General and Field Officers, after- 
wards vfilhdrew ; and the detachments (formed two 
deep) marched into town, and lined the streets leading 
from the Convent, by the Spanish church and Grand 
parade, to the King's bastion. About half past eleven 
o'clock, the procession began in the following order : 
all uncovered, and two deep, except the troops under 



MiRflHAI.. 

Music, 12th Regiment, 

Playing, " See the conquering Hero comei." 

ARTILLERY. 

Qvabteb-MasteiuGesehal, and AsjnTAHT-GENE. 

BAL, Town-Major, and Deputi; 

With other STAFF OF THE GARRISON. 

First Division of FIELD OFFICERS, youngest first. 

Music, 56th Regiment. 

THE COMMISSIONER'S SECRETARY, 

Bearing on a crimson velvet cushion the Commisatin. 

THE COMMISSIONER'S AIDE-DE-CAMFS. 

LIEUT. GENERAL BOYD, THE KING'S 

C0MMIS80NER. 

THE GOVERNOR'S SECRETARY, 

Bearing, on a crhnEon velvet cushion, the Insignia of 

the Order of the Balh. 

THE GOVERNOR'S AIDE- DE-CAMPS, 

AS ESQUIRES. 
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GENBEAL ELIOT T, 

THE KNIGHT ELECT; 

Supported hj Generals DE LA MOTTE and 

GREEN, Aide-de-camps to th» Miyor Generals. 

MAJOR GENERAL PICTON. 

ICs Aide-de-camp. 

THE BRIGADIER GENERALS, eldest lirst. 

Tbrar Brigade Majors. 

Moeic, De la Motte's. 

Second DivisioD of FIELD OFFICERS, eldest first. 

Mquc, S6th Regiment. 

THE GRENADIERS of the Garrison. 



No compliment wae paid to the Knight Elect ; but, 
as the Commissioner passed, each raiment, with Qie 
officers, saluted- When the procesdon arrived at the 
Colonnade, the General and Field Officers placed them- 
selves OD each aide of the Throne ; the artillery form- 
ed under the ColoDuade, and the grenadierB, fronting 
the baatiott, along the line-wall. The proper reveren- 
ces being made to the vacant llirone, the Commiiiioner 
desired hii secretary to read the Commission ; which 
being done, he addressed the Knight Elect in a short 
complimentary speech, takii^ the ribband at the conclu- 
sion andpladngit over the GoTemor's ihonlder, who in- 
clined a little for that panose : three reverences wsv 
then a second time made, and each took bis seat on n 
crimson velvet chair on each side of the Throne, the 
Commissioner sitting on the right hand. The Gover- 
nor was no sooner invested, than the music struck up 
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Ood laea the King. The grenadiera fired a voile;, 
and a grand discharge of a hundred md witj pieces of 
cannon was fired from the sea-line. The proceaaion 
than passed forwards throngh the colonnade, and re- 
turned in the same order. The detachments were 
afterwords dismissed, and each non.oommisuoDcd of- 
ficer and private received a pound of freih beef and a 
quart of wine. The Generals, with thrar eaites, and 
the Field-officers, dined at the Convent. In the even- 
ing, the Colonnade was illuminated with different-co. 
loured hunps, and transparent puntings in the back 
scene : and Sir George Augustus Etiott, with the 
Lieutenant Governor, and principal officers of the 
Garrison, assemblii^ at the King's bastion about nine 
' o'clock, there was a displ^ of tire-works fiv>m the 
north and sou^ bastions, and the Spanish church ; the 
principal of which were fired from the latter, bmng op- 
poute to the oompau;. 

Thus in festivitj, and with hononr, ended the la- 
bours of the Garrison of Gibraltar. Durii^ a period 

of IHBEE TEABB, SEVEN MONTHS, AND TWELVE DAIS 

(that is, from the commencement of the blocltade to 
the cessation of arms), we had experienced a continued 
series of watchfulness and fatigue, the horrors of fa- 
mine, and ever; harassing and veiatious mode of at- 
tack, which a powerful, obstinate, and revengeAil ene* 
my could devise. On reviewing the transactions of 
this period, two circumstancefl cannot (ail to strike the 
attentive reader ; rit. the ver; slow manner in which 
the enemj proceeded in their operations, and the im- 
possibillt]' of maintaining so strict a blockade, as lo 
prevent aU communication by sea. To evince these, 
and other circumstances not unimportant to militarv 
readers, I have been reduced to greater accuracy and 
minuteness than ordinary historians are obliged to ob- 
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terve; and inatead of the aciitenesg of invratigadon, or 
« splendid sententiouaness, I have been necessitated to 
pursue the narrative, almost iminterruptedly, in the te- 
diaos form of a Jonmal. I have not presumed to in- 
t<a«perse manj animadveraions of m; ovn : the onlj 
mant to which I can la; any claim, is that of a faithftd 
narration of facts ; and I confess, I would at anj time 
rather walk in the beaten track of truth, than mislead 
the judgment of my readers to the wilds of fancj and 
conjector'e. 



A return of casualties is annexed ; also the expendi- 
ture of ammunition, both hj the Eoem; and the Gar- 
rison. These papers, as well as the estimate of pro- 
visions, 1 thought better to throw into the form of an 
appendix, than to interrupt the narrative bj their in- 



APPENDIX. 



TOTAL LOSS OF THE 
OB 
Killed and dead of vounda, 
Disaliled b; wounda, t 

Dead of sickneM, eiclusive of » 
those who died of the Bcurr; > 
in 1779 and 1780, ) 

Discharged, from lacursble com- 

Doserted, 



Expenditure of Ammunitum from the OarrisoH, from 
the 12(A September 1779 to the 3d of February 1783. 



Total 205,328' 

By the Eaemy,fr<m the \2thqf AprU 1781 to the 2 
of February 1783. 



daance damA^ed ind datroyed dt 
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Jii EitmaU of the Pricet fixed upon Provinims hy a 
CommiUee of Officers, at GibraUar, Oct. 23, 1782. 



FBICES LIMITED BT THE C0MU1TTEE. 



Freih beef, tbiJ, kud mu 


ton, per lb. 


2 6 


Pork, ditto. 


ditto. 


1 3 


Ducks and ftiwls, per couple. 


9 9 


Agoo»e, 




Olio 


A tuTkej, 




14 7^ 


AiMurofpigeoni^ 




3 3 


Comed beef, per lb. 




1 3 


Corned pork, ditlo 




10 


Ham, ditto 




1 1(^ 


Bacon, and dried tongue 


ffilto 


I 3 


Cheese, 


ditto 


1 3 


Bait buttta. 


ditto 


1 lOi 


An egg 




2i 


Pickled tripe, per lb. 




I 3 


Potatoes ditto 




li 


Loafsugat, ditto 




3 6 


Powder sugar, ditto 




2 1 


Best green tea, ditto 




1 lUJ 






13 


Coffee, ditto 




I IW 


Floor, ditto 




7 






1 


Common, ditto 




10 


AhogahMdofporter, 




AI3 ^ 


Bottled porter (with bottl 


s)p;rdoH™, 


14 7} 


AhogfbeadofPortwine 




24 7 6 


Port wine (with bottles) 


per doien. 


1 12 5i 


Good common wine, per 


gallon. 


4 11 






3 8 
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£ I. A 


Claret (with bottles) per doien 


I 17 4i 


Best 6sh', per lb. 


. 13 


Inferior Idnd, ditto 


10 


SmaU fry, ditto 
TbiB CHtlmftte aJterwarda ondcrirent bodic biuqu iui«ib- 


. 7i 


tion bj the Committee, the wines being filed, they thought, 


at too low a price. 




rHICM »URHJO THE BLOCKADE. 


£ 1. 


d. £ ,. d. 


Fresh beef, veal, &c. per lb. from 2 


1 to 4 l(% 


pMk, ditto, from 2 


1 to 4 1 


Ducks utd Cowls, per couple, fr«m 13 


to 1 ] 11^ 


A goose, . 


1 10 4 


A turkey. 


2 8 


A pair of pigeons. 


9 9 


Round of beef, per lb. 


2 11 


Salt beef and pork, 


1 3 


Ham, ditto. 


4 1 


Bacon aad dried tongues, ditto. 


3 3 


Cheese, ditto, 


4 1 


Salt butter, ditto, . iiom 2 


6 to 4 1 


Eggs, per dozen. 


4 lOi 


Potatoes, per lb. 


2 6 


Loaf sugar, ditto, sold at an auction for 


17 I 


Powder sugar, ditto, from 2 


6 to 4 10} 


Best green lea, bohea, &c., do. from 1 8 


(o 2 5 6 


Coffee, ditto, . . ■ . 


U 6 fi 


Flour, ditto, . from I 


3 to 2 1 


Common candles, ditto 


2 6 


Malaga wine, per bottle. 


4 lOJ 


Iniferior, ditto, 


2 6 


■ Doriog lli» blocHade, a<h WHe (mmlly kH, 


accontlDgtothetr 



BeBide* the uticlea meDtioned under th« bod of thg 
Bloclkde-price, the follawiug sold in the couife of Ibe 
Siege for the tume annexed to tbem. 



A calf's head and feet, 


1 14 4 


A cfllTs pluck. 


U 7i 


Hind quarter, with the head »nd taU 




of an Algerine sheep. 


7 10 


Head and feet of a sheep. 


1* 7i 


A bullock's bead, wltbgut tongue, 


I 3 ^ 


A bullock's heart. 


9 9 


A goat's bead. 


8 li 


Onions, per lb. 


2 6 


Acabbage. . , 


1 7i 


A bunch of eabbage leaves, 


5 


A bunch of carrots and turnips, 


1 Oi 


A small bunch or radishes. 


5 


A pint of nulk and water. 


1 3 


A lemon, 


5 


A quUl, 


0^ 


A live pig sold for 


9U 9 



A large sow in pig sold for upwards of L.29. A goat, 
witb a young kid, both of which had been purchased in 
England for 15s. sold in the Garrison, when the latter was 
about twelve months old, for near L.I2. AnEnglisbinilcb 
cow was sold, in 1780, for fifty guineas; reserving to tb« 
seller a pint of milk each day whilst she gave Tnilk ; and 
another cow was purohaaed by a Jew for sijly guineas ; 
but the beast was in so feeble a eondidon, that she dropped 
down dead before she had removed many hundred yards. 
If these /octo were not thought sufficient to demonstrate the 
exorbitant piices of every article in the Garrison, olhers 
could he adduced of equally as surprising a compleiion. 
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The follouri-Bg are Ikt proporlitnia of the Prue-mone^, 
at dutribuled to the OarrUon of Oibraiiar,from the 
tuJM arising frirm the Head-money granted by Par- 
Uarnejit for deitroifi:ig the Battering-thipt, and IA« 
tale of the St. Michael man ofvmr. 





which wu the suni first divided. 




£. id. 


The QoTemor, l-16lfa. 


1875 




937 10 


Major General 


468 15 


Brigadier GenenJ, 


'J67 10 


Colonel. 


156 1 




8U 16 


Major, 


57 IS 6 


Captain, 


43 10 1 


Lieutenant, 


25 6 8 




22 61 


Sergeant, 


3 6 9 


Copo™l. 


2 Hi 


PriTate, 


1 9 1 



A second act of Farlioment afterwards pait, lor granting 
(0 the Garriion whatever might be fished up fVom the 
wrecki of the Batlering-ahips; and those employed in this 
duty proceeded with such luoceBi, that brass and iron can- 
non, with other arUcles, were recovered to a considerable 

Two divisions of £16,000, and £8000, have since been 
distributed ; — the latter of which, it is inugined, will be 

the last. 
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